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Protect and enjoy 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist 


LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 


Meeting: Friday 28 February Marine Reserves - speaker from Victorian National Parks 
Association. 


Excursion: Saturday 1 March South Gippsland marine excursion. Arrangements have not yet 
been finalized so details will be announced at the General 
Meeting. 

Bird Group Excursion: Monday 3 February to Crinigan Road Flora Reserve. Meet 
10am at the car park. For details phone Elsie Coggan on (03) 
5127 1857. 


Botany Group: Meets 10.00am on the Saturday following club excursion. For 
details phone Wendy Savage on (03) 5634 2246. 


PLEASE NOTE See page 2 for program correction and explanation of dates. 


VENCA CAMPOUT AT HOWMANS GAP 7-10 MARCH - see October Naturalist for details. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK 


Action days are the second Sunday of the month. Contact Jack Brooks for details. 
Phone (03) 5623 1563. 


FRIENDS OF EDWARD HUNTER BUSH HERITAGE RESERVE 


Meet at Coalville Road carpark at 1.00pm on the second Tuesday of each month. Contact Dulcie 
Sambell for details. Phone (03) 5127 6751 


FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Ken Harris (03) 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW 
Contact Maurice Poulton (03) 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP 
Contacts: Clive Minton (03) 9589 4901 - home and Graeme Rowe (03) 5662 2449 - home 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contacts: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre (03) 5196 6166. 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
Secretary - PO Box 233, Leongatha 3953. Phone (03) 5655 1381. 
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A CHRISTMAS THANKYOU 

Marjorie Burgess, who is Jean Galbraith’s niece, 
would like to thank those club members who 
sent Jean Christmas greetings. Jean is unable to 


answer them personally, but was delighted to 
receive them. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Dear Editor 


I would like to comment on Jack Brooks’ letter 
to the editor in the October issue of the Latrobe 
Valley Naturalist. I cannot agree that the club 
no longer lives up to its motto of “Protect and 
Enjoy”. Certainly our methods of achieving this 
may have altered somewhat over the last 30 
years, but the club is still very active in 
Conservation and presenting opportunities for 
€njoyment of nature. 


Our members are represented on several 
€nvironment consultative committees which 
enable us to have input to the considerations of 
Tie companies, government departments and 
e LaTrobe Shire. This work is valuable in 
ceping natural history in the considerations of 
these organizations, 


potted submissions have been completed in 

i on park management plans, timber 

eel catchment management, LCC 

aE and other government ‘departmental 

; Ports, and we have contributed a booklet to 
© preservation of Crinigan Road Reserve. 


Members have provided census lists of several 
areas, monitored rare plants, helped with 
RRormation on reserves in Gippsland, monitored 
ids for RAOU and participated in public 
displays and shows. 


This 1S besides work done by members on 

Orie Groups, Landcare Groups and Land for 

ildlife. One of our present concerns is the 

Soe of a commercial enterprise within 
ilsons Promontory National Park. 


We agree there are many things, especially in 
Scent departments, that we would like 
aueicd and are prepared to put our point of 
; CW across at every opportunity that arises. All 
; €se activities are reported in the magazine in 

€ reports on the business meetings. The 


Conservation report for November is a good 
example. 


Bon Thompson 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist 


REPORT ON BUSINESS MEETING 


HELD ON 18 NOVEMBER 1996 


Finance - No report as Treasurer away. 


Business Arising, 
General Business 


Correspondence & 


‘Door to the Forest’ books available from the 
Environment Centre - Diana Drummond (03) 
5664 3317 for $10 plus postage. 


Amcor Plantations - proposed Carrajung 
reserve, request for representative - Phil will 
ring. 


Traralgon Railway Reservoir Reserve - 
noticeboard available for publicity; put 1997 
program in. 


Heyfield and Glenmaggie conservation projects 
- new acting ranger Peter Duncan has replaced 
Rob Woolan. Made contact to pick up details of 
project and remaining money available. 


Purple diuris counts showed big increases in the 
second year after the burn. 


Block of land on Hope Road Tyers to be sold 
by Shire - may be Jean Galbraith’s Wildflower 
Reserve which she gave to the Shire. Bon will 
make enquiries. 


Report from Conservation Coordinator 
(Bon Thompson) 


Ollie and I attended the DNRE Biodiversity & 
Local Government Seminar on behalf of the 
club. It enabled us to meet local government 
representatives. A copy of the papers was 
received for club use. 


Discussed ploughing of roadside on_ the 
Rosedale-Longford Road with Andrew Birkett 
of the Wellington Shire. 


Three members attended the orchid count at 
Dawson and Maffra Cemetery. 


Five members counted orchids on Longford 
Road. 


Members of Botany Group with members of 
DNRE staff compiled census of section of 
Giffard Rifle Range to be burnt in the autumn. 


Commenced census of Railway Reservoir 
Conservation Reserve at Traralgon - covered 
fenced-in area. 


Ollie and i finished the field work of the census 
of areas of Significant Roadside Vegetation for 
LaTrobe Council. List not yet complete. 


Attended launch of West Gippsland Regional 
Catchment & Land Protection Board Draft 
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Strategy. I am preparing submission on it due in 
by 30 November. 


Preparing submissions on Wilsons Promontory 
NP Draft Management Plan and also Tidal River 
Draft Master Plan. Both due in by 31 
December. — 


1997 PROGRAM - PLEASE NOTE 
February 29" should read MARCH 1°" 


The date of the AGM is correct, although it is 
not the fourth Friday in the month - that day is 
Good Friday, hence the change. 


We are trialling two Sunday excursions this year 
- April 27° and August 24". 


Date: Easter - Friday March 28 to Monday 
March 31 
Location: Harrier Swamp (probably) 


Visitors: Latrobe Valley members and other 
local groups welcome 


Associate Group: Melbourne Junior Field 
Naturalists will also camp, possibly at Holey 
Hill, and interact for fauna survey experience. 


Best Time: Trap inspections during the hour or 
two after sunrise 


Other Activities: Help is appreciated with trap 
line installations during the day and resetting 
traps in late afternoon. 


northern NSW. The newer 
developments in East Ballina where she lives are 
interesting, as they have areas of modern brick 
houses cheek-by-jowl,with manicured lawns and 
palm trees, and these are regularly separated by 
strips of dense rainforest running along the 
creeks and coastal areas. To plunge suddenly 
into one of these bird-filled jungles was a 
delight, and although the birds were hard to see, 
the continual, varied bird calls made them very 
hard to leave. 


- Eastern Whipbirds abounded, so I thought I'd 
attempt to spot one. After patiently peering into 
dense vegetation for about 20 minutes, I was 
rewarded with a glimpse of one scratching and 
flitting amongst the leaves. Suddenly, it hopped 
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up the trunk of a paperbark, and worked its way 
up quite a distance, probing under the bark as it 
went, giving me a superb view of its striking 
form and plumage. I was even lucky enough to 
see it call when a bird across the track gave the 
‘whip crack' and it immediately responded with 
the ‘choo choo’ like a _ perfectly timed 
involuntary reaction. My bird book told me it 
was the female I was witnessing, responding to 
the male's call. I'm sure I've often heard the 
whip crack without the response, so presumably 
that would mean there were no females around. 


I've found whip birds extremely hard to spot in 
the past, but I actually saw them on another two 
occasions during the week, when we walked in 
Springbrook National Park, which is on the 
Queensland border, in the mountains behind the 
Gold Coast. The first one was scratching 
vigorously in the leaf litter beside a well trodden 
path to a scenic lookout, and had nearly buried 
itself with its exertions, allowing me a long look 
at its back and head. The second one was easily 
visible further along the track below the cliffs 
we had descended, scratching on the floor of the 
rainforest. 


The birds I saw when we walked the 17km 
Wartie circuit in the Springbrook National Park 
were really exciting to me. Their unfamiliar calls 
sounded exotic, and the rainforest resounded 
with them throughout the day. The Wompoo 
Fruit-dove with its slow, resonant 'wom-poo' 
and the Brown Cuckoo-dove's _ plaintive 
'‘whoop-whoop' formed a lovely background. 
The catbirds were fascinating. Almost 
impossible to spot in the high canopy of trees, 
their cat-like yowls were not to be ignored. 
They seemed to call to each other in pairs and 
one would always have a slightly different tone 
to the other. No doubt they found the other's 
call quite attractive. I surprised a brush-turkey 
scratching on the track and he ran off with a 
deep 'woop-woop-woop-woop' sounding most 
affronted. My sister and I spent ages trying to 
work out what the little mottled birds were 
which were scratching in the dark undergrowth 
some distance off the track, only to find a pair 
of them around the next bend doing what they 
should have been doing in the first place - 
running up a log. They were Logrunners, a male 
and female, and they busied themselves 
scratching and running on their log without 
taking much notice of us as we gazed at tnem 
with pleasure. My day was capped off with the 
sight of an Albert's Lyrebird on the track as we 
neared the end of our walk at dusk. Having 
spent an evening of my holiday reviewing the 
video of the Superb Lyrebird, I felt that my 


reward was to see its cousin on one of the few 
occasions | would expect to be in its territory. 


Wendy Savage 


WIRILDA EXCURSION - 26 OCTOBER 1996 


Whilst assembling at the Wirilda picnic area, we 
Wels able to admire the very bright yellow and 

lack markings of the Yellow-tufted Honeyeater 
and its striking yellow ear tufts - a bird which is 
very prevalent at Wirilda. We then went for a 
stroll along ‘Ollie’s Walk’, named in recognition 
of our member Ollie Thompson’s contribution 
2 a trustee of the reserve. We went along the 
aaa Tyers River gorge for half an hour or so 
Sa pervelledyat the abundance and variety of 
ate 5s 2 Whistlers were calling continuously, 
peers WS and Rufous. There were Yellow- 
Whinb; oneyeaters, a Fan-tailed Cuckoo, 

i pbird, Lyrebird, Pied Currawong, and 
Others unidentified. A wombat came out to 


check us over and Julie Parker heard a wallaby 
thump away. 


es a short drive we took in Petersons 
pee named for Jim Peterson, a very 
a eae former club member. The view was 
a ightly eerie, deep, winding timbered gorge 
i ancient rock formations. The location is 
Serene for several isolated plant 
Sais; perhaps because of its extremely 
ete sed ridge situation. One of these. was 
aati obium - probably O. ellipticum, -and- 
ak t a Pomaderris - about 1.5 metres high 
broad, dark green leaves. 


rhe third stop on the Boola Boola Road was a 
eo forest from clear-felling about 1950. 
hatte of Eucalypts appeared to be reasonable 
an ere was a noticeable absence of old trees 
ae suitable hollows for nesting and shelter by 
nas and animals. Of interest here was a ground 
oe x Guinea-flower with thin leaves Hibbertia 
le Sata, and also the bright pinkish red new 
aves of a Silvertop Eucalypt sapling. 


Ron Carey 


KANGAROO ISLAND - LATE SEPTEMBER 


We spent a week there from 24 September to 2 
agape and I certainly found it very exciting 
se an amateur naturalist’s viewpoint. The 
5 pe eonelly wet year, although difficult for 
Wace probably brought out the 
a Owers for a special showing. There are 
ss factors on Kangaroo Island too. Its soil 
sae from Molybdenum Copper deficiency 
= So was undeveloped until around 1950. The 
ormally lowish rainfall also probably stunts the 
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trees and helps the understory plants - 
conditions a bit like the Little Desert in Victoria. 
The poor conditions for pasture have probably 
made it easier to reserve numerous conservation 
areas. 


Of particular interest, for me, was the blue 
Morning Flag Orthrosauthus multiflorus, of the 
Iris family, which I saw in the wild for the first 
time, having grown it in the garden frequently. 
It virtually took the place of grass in many 
places, Another highlight was the Blue Boronia 
B. coerulescens, perhaps ‘bluish’ would be 
more accurate, as it is mainly tinged blue 
underneath the petals. There were at least two 
other boronias, both pink. Another genus of 
interest, but considerable confusion, was the 
Hibbertias. There was a wide variety - perhaps 8 
or 10 species. One in particular was similar to 
the very small flowered, scrambling 
H. aspera(?) of Darlimurla Reserve, south of 
Thorpdale, and I was interested to see the 
Kangaroo Island one referred to as a “Type B’ 
in a reference at the office of the Flinders Chase 
National Park, suggesting it is being split off. 
(Unfortunately I didn’t note the reference.) 


Kangaroo Island flowers tend to be out from 
August on but orchids possibly from October. I 
did see Parson’s Bands though. I am keen to 
return another Spring to study some of these 
things more thoroughly. 


Ron Carey 

BOTANY GROUP FINDS | 

During the Spring 1996 the botany group of the 
Club was busy doing survey work on plants. 


Amongst the many plants identified some new 
records were established. 


At Giffard the range of Fairies Aprons 
Utricularia dichotoma was extended as it had 
not been recorded for Grid X. 


At Jindivick the range of Melaleuca 
parvistaminea was also extended. In 
Costerman’s book it was recorded around 
Lakes Entrance and further east. It was later 
recorded at Longford by the club and now it is 
further west again. 


On the excursion to Old Pert Trail in November 
there were three Dillwynias - Di/Avyiiia serviced. 
D.glaberrima and another specimen that “as 
later identified by LaTrobe University as 4 
hybrid between these two species. 


Bon Thompson 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist 


NEW ZEALAND’S ALPINE FLORA WITH 
At our October meeting Ken Harris took us on 


a visit to the Arthur’s Pass area of New 
Zealand. 


Starting at Dunedin we experienced some of the 
treasures which New Zealand has to offer 
through the medium of Ken’s excellent slides. 
New Zealand sea lion, Royal Albatross nesting 
on the mainland, and the endangered yellow- 
eyed penguin were discussed, then on to Te 
Anau Wildlife Park. Here an attempt is being 
made to breed the Takahe. If successful this bird 
will then be released into the wild. 


Along the way to Milford Sound a very tame 
New Zealand robin was photographed, but the 
weather was very bad and disappointingly no 
more birds were seen that day. We were 
interested to learn of two more Nothofagus 
species, NV. fusca and N. solanderi. Streams of 
water poured over a sheer rock face. This was 
due to the torrential rain and not to a river as 
might have been expected. 


Nearing Queenstown a blaze of red proved to 
be Metrosideros umbellata Southern Rata in the 
Myrtaceae family, then near Alexandra a 
common skink Leiolopisma nigriplantere was 


Hoplodactylus maculatus. The fact that New 
Zealand has no snakes, only two lizards and no 
native tortoise was discussed. The rare black 
stilt which breeds along the braided river 
systems was seen near Twizel, then we pressed 
on to Arthur’s Pass. 


Having arrived at our destination a wealth of 
flora awaited us. A late afternoon walk revealed 
Helichrysum bellidioides, and a Senecio with 
the same species name, then Donatia novae 
zelandiae. Subsequent walks revealed further 
treasures at the Pass, a list of which is 
appended. A kelp gull and a Weka were the two 
birds seen here. Above Arthur’s Pass there was 
also a wealth of flora starting with Maczus 
pumilio and a list of these is also appended. 


It is interesting to see so many species of the 
Asteraceae family (17 in ail) found here. 
Scrophulariaceae were well represented with 
seven species. Three species of orchids and 
three of ranunculaceae were found. 


Ken’s slides allowed us to enjoy the beauty of 
the flora and fauna, and the landscape of New 
Zealand, and provided an opportunity to extend 


our knowledge of the natural history of our near 
neighbour. 


found, as also was the common grey gecko Moro lid 

Flora above Arthur’s Pass Celmisia bellidoides Ourisia macrophylla 
Mazus pumilio Celmisia ramulosa Clematis australis 
Ranunculus lyalli Celmisia discolor — Ranunculus lyallii 
Pygmaea pulvinaris elmisia spectabilis Celmisia haasti 

Celmisia sessiliflora Ourisia macrocarpa Anisotome pilifera 

Geum uniflorum Flora at Arthur’s Pass Pratia angulata 

Hebe pauciramosa Heli aay Euphrasia cockayniana 
Caladenia lyallii 5 elichrysum bellidioides Senecio scorzonerioides 
Leucogenes grandiceps pee bellidioides Dracophyllum longifolium 
Ourisia sessilifolia onatia novae zelandiae Drosera stenopetala 
Haastia sinclaitrii Horsey Gite? vella Wahlenbergia albomarginata 
Cotula pyrethrifolia ares as biloba Celmisia lanceolata 
Anisotome aromatica Ph mista coriacea Ranunculus clivalis 
Raoulia grandiflora ie ostylis oliveri Viola cunninghamii 
Craspedia uniflora earia arborescens Mazus radicans 


Gaultheria crassa 


PORT ALBERT EXCURSION - NOV 1996 


Our walk started at the historic location of thc 
criginal port, and meandered through the wild 
flowers and low scrub for six or seven 
kilometres, close to the estuary. The weather 
was pleasant and we had the benefit of leaders 
Teri Allen and Sue Taylor from Yarram, who 
knew the local plants and birdlife very well. Of 
symbolic significance for club members was the 
renewal of acquaintance with the club emblem, 
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Pernettya macrostigma 


the Large Duck-orchid Caleana major, which is 
unfortunately becoming rarer. Correa reflexa 
was also attractive with its bright red tubes end 
green tips. One plant had an unusual prostrate 
form. There was also an unusual plant o7 the 
Prickly Teatree Leptospermum continentale, 
which had a semi-weeping habit, making it 
rather more attractive in flower. There were 
numerous large Saw Banksias, very old and 
gnarled. They were flowering well and were 


attracting the White-eared Honeyeaters which 
could be heard but not often seen. There were 
two species of the Parrot-pea Dillwynia - D. 
sericea and D. glaberrima, and possibly a third 
between the other two in characteristics. And 
there were three Hibbertias or Guinea Flowers - 
A. stricta, H. acicularis and H. virgata. 


CHOKEBERRIES UNMASKED > 


Thankyou to those members and 
In w know heaps! It appears that the chokeb 


Informati compiled from Manual o 
Encyclopaedia Americana Intemational E 
Gill Bremner . : 


INDEX TO LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATL 


Nos 383-393 Year 1996 


Lunch was taken on the beach watching a Sea 
Eagle soaring elegantly overhead, and trying to 
see whether any Pied Oyster-catchers carried 
leg-bands. Nearby Gellion’s Run was suggested 
as an interesting heathland area for a future 
excursion. 


Ron Carey 


e 


BIRDS 
Blue Wrens Bon Thompson Aug. 390 
Bopwatch RAOU Oct. 392 
Disease in King Parrots Jul. 389 
Fairy Martins & others Ellen Lyndon May 387 
Fairy Martins in Latrobe Valley Bon Thompson Feb. 384 
Grey Butcherbird Bon Thompson Aug. 390 
Kingdom of the Lyrebird Video by Lassio & Jenny Erdos Wendy Savage Oct. 392 
Newsy Clippings - Pigeons Peg Wall Jan. 383 
0 Room to Get in. Striated Pardalote Julie Parker Oct. 392 
Powerful Owls Ellen Lyndon Jun. 388 
Raptors of Australia - Talk by Chris Doughty Elsie Coggan Mar. 385 
are nest on site - Hazelwood Power Mar. 385 
Sorry Tale of the Little Grebe Elspeth Carey Jul. 389 
White-faced Herons Wendy Savage Aug. 390 
BOTANY 
Banksias & Dryandras of Western Aust. -Talk by H. Tobin Ron Carey Sep. 391 
looms on Kurrajong Ellen Lyndon May 387 
Coco Pop Pine Herald/Sun Oct. 392 
Gippsland Eucalypts - Talk by Kevin Rule Wendy Savage Jun. 388 
arvesting Spagnum Moss DNRE Jan. 383 
emories of a Wildflower Trip Bon Thompson Nov. 393 
Orchids & a Wasp - Large Tongue Orchid Dulcie Sambell Feb. 383 
Orchids on Raymond Island - Talk by Andrew Bould Arthur Ewen Sep. 391 
Plant Survey at Fisher Road, Jindivick/Labertouche Ron Carey Sep. 391 
West. Australian Wildflowers - Talk by David Trainor Bon Thompson May 387 
EXCURSIONS ; 
1996 Spring Camp - Western Port Phillip Bay Philip Rayment Nov. 393 
Avon - Mt. Heddrick Scenic Area Philip Rayment Feb. 384 
Birding & Botanizing in Toongabbie area Julie Parker Oct. 392 
Bulga Park Elsie Coggan Nov. 393 
Bus Trip to Churchill Island F. & F.J. Blucher Apr. 386 
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Erica to Thomson Rail Trail Proposal 

Looking for Worms - Led by Heff Hirth 

Morwell National Park 

Native Grass Management Course 

New Section Morwell National Park - Led by Ken Harris 
Traralgon South Reserves - Led by O. Thompson 
VFNCA Annual Camp at Portsea 

Weekend at Mt. Hotham 

Wonthaggie Heathlands - Led by Eulie Brewster 
FAUNA 

A Night Raider - Flying Fox? 

Anthechinus 

Bats Roosting in Birds Nests 

Freshwater & Estuarine Fishes of Vic.- Talk by T. Raadik 
Lizards - Talk by Peter Robertson 

Monash Research Keeps Olympic Frogs in the Race 
Water Dragons 

INVERTEBRATES 


Caper White Butterfly Invasion 

Earthworms - Talk by Jeff Hirth 

Invertebrate Survey of Central Aust. - Talk by Alan Yen 
Spiders in Morwell National Park 

White Ants 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Letters to the Editors - The Reality of the Club’ 
What is it? Chokeberry 

Birthday in the Valley - Jean Galbraith 

Editor’s Notes from Vic. Walk News 

Index 1995 

Life on Mars 

Protect and Enjoy - Down to Earth 

Trials of an Amateur Botanist 


OBITUARIES 


In Memoriam: Bart Sterkenburg 
Lois Faisst 


REPORTS 


Bird Group Annual Report 

Edward Hunter Bush Heritage Reserve 

Forest Management Area atanom Committee 30/1/96 
Forest Management Area Advisory Committee 7/3/96 
Forest Management Area Advisory Committee 16/4/96 
Forest Management Area Advisory Committee - 14/5/96 
Hazelwood Power Corp. Mine Rehabilitation - 30/10/95 
Hazelwood Power Corp. Rehab. Cons. Group 14/3/96 
Latest Report of One of Our Friends Active Groups 
President’s Report 1995-1996 

Yallourn Energy Ltd. - ECCG - 7/2/96 


Yallourn Energy Ltd. - ECCG - 10/4/96 


s Motto 


Lorna Long 
Philip Rayment 
F. & FJ. Blucher 
Elsie Coggan 
Ron Carey 

Philip Rayment 


Bon Thompson 


Ron Carey 
Ron Carey 


R. de Souza-Daw 
R. de Souza-Daw 


Bon Thompson 


Ken Harris 

John Poppins 
Alan Yen 

R. de Souza-Daw 
Bon Thompson 


Jack Brooks 


Ellen Lyndon 
Gill Bremner 


The Internet 
Jack Brooks 
Bon Thompson 


Philip Rayment 
Iris Peterson 


Elsie Coggan 
Dulcie Sambell 
Jim Blucher 
Jim Blucher 
Jim Blucher 
Jim Blucher 
Jim Blucher 
Jim Blucher 
Jack Brooks 
Philip Rayment 
Jim Blucher 
Jim Blucher 


Jul. 389 
Jun. 388 
Aug. 390 
Apr. 386 
Jan. 383 
Aug. 390 
Jun. 388 
Mar. 385 
Jan. 383 


May 387 
Jul. 389 

Jun. 388 
Feb. 384 
Jul. 389 

May 387 
Aug. 390 


Nov. 393 
Jul. 389 

Apr. 386 
Feb. 384 
Aug. 390 


Oct. 392 
Nov. 393 
Jun. 388 

Aug. 390 
Jan. 383 

Aug. 390 
Aug. 390 
Aug. 390 


Nov. 393 
Jan. 383 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Club: Secretary: Meeting: 
Latrobe Valley Secretary 7.30 pm on the fourth Friday of 
FNC Inc. Mrs W Savage each month at the Moe 
LVENC Inc. Community Health Centre, 
PO Box 1205 Fowler Street 
Morwell 3840 Moe Vic. 3825 
056 342246 
Assistant Secretary 
Mr R Carey 
056 285203 
SaleFNC Mr D Macreadie 8 pm on the first Friday of each 
Stoney Creek Road month at Room 13, Continuing 
Cowwarr 3857 Education Centre, Raymond St. 
051 489251 Sale Vic 3850 
Warragul FNC Mr J Brooks 
3 Noble Street 
Warragul 3820 
056 231563 
Bairnsdale ENC Inc. Miss Barbara Moss 8 pm on the third Friday of each 
P.O. Box 563 month at Bairnsdale 
Bairnsdale 3875 Neighbourhood House 
051 525037 Dalmahoy St., Bairnsdale 3875 
Subscriptions: 


Due March 31st. Payable to Honorary Treasurer Mrs N OReilly 
RMB 7691 
Tanjil South Vic 3825 


Naturalist: $13, Family: $29, Single Member: $21, Junior Member: $15 
Half fees apply for those joining after 31 August. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist is the official publication of the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist 
Club Inc. The Club subscription includes the "Naturalist". 


Brief contributions and short articles on any aspect of natural history are invited from 
members of all clubs. Articles, including those covering Club speakers and excursions. 
would typically be around one A4 side in length, and should not exceed 1,000 words 
Contributions should be addressed to: 


Mrs Gill Bremner 

Editor, LV Naturalist 

PO Box 719 
TRARALGON VIC 3844 


Phone: (051) 955353 
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POSTAGE 


If undeliverable return to 
PO Box 1205 
Morwell Vic 3840 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 


Meeting: Friday 28 February Marine Reserves - speaker from Victorian National Parks 
Association. 

Excursion: Saturday 1 March South Gippsland marine excursion. Arrangements have not yet 
been finalized so details will be announced at the General 
Meeting. 

Bird Group Excursion: Monday 3 March to Woorabinda. Meet 10am on Purvis Road 


at intersection with George Bates Drive. For details phone 
Elsie Coggan on (03) 5127 1857. 


Botany Group: Meets 10.00am on the Saturday following club excursion. For 
details phone Wendy Savage on (03) 5634 2246. 


Meeting: Friday 21 March AGM. Field Guide to Morwell NP - Ken Harris 


Excursion: Saturday 22 March Related excursion to Morwell NP. As there was no January 
Business Meeting arrangements have not yet been finalized so 
details will be announced at the General Meeting. 


PLEASE NOTE - THESE DATES ARE CORRECT - MARCH 28 IS GOOD FRIDAY 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK 


Action days are the second Sunday of the month. Contact Jack Brooks for details. 
Phone (03) 5623 1563. 


FRIENDS OF EDWARD HUNTER BUSH HERITAGE RESERVE 


Meet at Coalville Road carpark at 1.00pm on the second Tuesday of each month. Contact Dulcie 
Sambell for details. Phone (03) 5127 6751 


FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Ken Harris (03) 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW 
Contact Maurice Poulton (03) 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP 
— Contacts: Clive Minton (03) 9589 4901 - home and Graeme Rowe (03) 5662 2449 - home 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contacts: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre (03) 5196 6166. 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
Secretary - PO Box 233, Leongatha 3953. Phone (03) 5655 1381. 
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Our speaker was from the Fauna Survey 
Group of the Field Naturalists Club of 
Victoria and indicated that their activities 
included various trapping techniques, 
spotlighting, stag-watching, and provision 
of nest boxes. For the trapping and nest 
box work special care is necessary in 
handling the animals and permission is 
required from the Department of Natural 
Resources and Environment. 


Traps used include cage traps large enough 
to catch a potoroo or bandicoot, also 
smaller Elliot traps which have metal sheet 
walls and are appropriate for mice and rats. 
For reptiles and frogs pit traps are useful - 
consisting of a bucket set in the ground 
with a cloth wall guiding the animals into 
it. Bat traps use appropriately spaced 
fishing line with a beg below which the bats 
find difficult to escape from. Nest boxes 
offer several means of identification. Apart 
from seeing an animal, one might identify 
the type of nest built or scats may be 
found. Stag watching involves numerous 
volunteers observing old hollow dead trees 
at dusk to see Leadbeater’s Possums 
emerge and quickly slip down the trunk 
into thick undergrowth, or in the case of 
Greater Gliders for example they would go 
up the trunk and glide away. 


The Fauna Survey Group is fairly selective 
about the surveying it undertakes, for 
example checking out the survival of rare 
Species, studying areas of conservation 
interest, or improving databases which are 
Commonly out of date. 


Wilsons Promontory had been given 
attention because of interest in the New 
Holland Mouse which survives in very few 
districts, of which the Promontory is the 


best. The group has been successful in 
trapping them in hummock sand dune 
areas of the Yanakie Isthmus, but have not 
yet found them at Holey Plains near 
Longford. Also at the Prom there is an 
ongoing study of the revegetation of 
heathland which had been overgrown by 
Kunzea and Leptospermum. Among the 
animals found on the Prom were the Long- 
nosed Potoroo which is only found in a few 
districts because of its vulnerability to 
foxes. Southern Brown Bandicoot was also 
found there and is similarly vulnerable. 
Also found was the White-footed Dunnart 
- a small marsupial mouse-like animal 
similar to an Antechinus. There was also an 
Eastern Pygmy Possum - only 25-30g and 
looking small against a human finger. 


A lot of surveying has been done in the 
Rushworth State Forest which is of interest 
because of timber-getting pressures on Box 
and Ironbark forests. Animals found there 
included sugar gliders, Black Wallabies, 
Yellow-footed Antechinus and Brush-tailed 
Phascogales. The latter are fairly scarce 
because of fragmentation of their habitat. 
The nest boxes proved successful with 
phascogales and their nests were distinctive 
- using shredded stringbark and occasional 
feathers. A total of 140 nest boxes have 
been set up in that district. Squirrel gliders 
were found here too. They are about one 
third larger than the sugar gliders and 
prefer very old trees at a reasonable 
spacing. A spectacularly successful survey 
technique was to plaster honey on the 
trunk of a Yellow Box tree. Ray had a 


‘photograph of three sugar gliders and a 


phascogale feeding on the honey together. 


Leadbeater’s Possum, particularly, was 
studied in the Ada River/Starlings Gap area 
and old growth water catchment areas of 
Mountain Ash forest. Much of the work 
was done by stag-watching and as well as 
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the Leadbeater’s various gliders were also 
seen - Greater Glider, Feathertail Glider 
(usually more out in the Stringy-bark 
forests), Yellow-bellied Glider( prefers 
mature forest with trees well spaced). 
There were also Mountain Brush-tail 
Possums. Two types of Antechinus were 
trapped - the fairly common Brown 
Antechinus and the Dusky Antechinus 
which feeds amongst the leaf litter. 


Ray also showed dramatic photographs of 
Leadbeater’s Possum habitat that had been 
cleared and burnt by loggers, in error, not 
long after it had been surveyed by the 
Fauna Survey Group. 


The last area described was west of the 
Grampians - a semi-desert area. There were 
found the Silky Desert Mouse, the Western 
Pygmy Possum and the Little Pygmy 
Possum, about 20g weight and only 
recently noticed in Victoria, although well 
known in Tasmania. It has been confused 
with the Eastern Pygmy Possum. 


Ron Carey 


Several months ago a few members joined 
a group of ‘Friends’ and supporters of the 
Traralgon Railway Reservoir Conservation 
Park in a walk around the park as part ofa 
process to seek the help of various 
organizations in defining and documenting 
just what is there. Near the start of our 
ramble, one of the group on checking the 
progress of some trees she had recently 
planted, discovered what she thought were 
tomatoes in pots carefully placed inside the 
plastic guards and well hidden from casual 
passers-by. On closer inspection they were 
deemed to be marijuana plants, and this 
was later confirmed by DNRE. Apparently 
this is quite a popular way of cultivating 
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one’s “pot” plants! 


Gill Bremner 


Galls always interest me as the insect injects a stimulus into the plant to cause the plant to 
grow a home for the parasite. Insects of many families are concerned in the formation of galls. 
The gall is of no use to the plant but is of great use to the plant’s enemy. 


We recently found this unusual gall. 1 wonder why it needs the protrusions in rows on the 


outside? It was growing on Acacia dealbata 


Bon Thompson 
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Members may remember the April 1995 
talk given to the club by David Cameron on 
the topic of rainforests. In his talk he 
Mentioned the very serious problem of 
Myrtle Wilt which is attacking and steadily 
destroying our cool temperate rainforests, 
especially in the Otway Ranges. 


Myrtle Wilt is caused by a fungus Chalara 
australis which enters a Myrtle Beech 
Nothofagus cunninghamii through an 
exposed flesh wound - normally due to 
limbs being broken off during a storm. The 
fungus grows through the wood, choking 
off the flow of water to the tree crown, 
thus killing the tree. Pin-hole borer beetles 
are attracted to the dying trees and bore 
into the wood. They establish a series of 
galleries in which the females lay their 
eggs. When the resulting larvae pupate they 
drill out of the tree and fly off to find 
another infected tree. The fine dust, called 
frass, created by the boring, becomes 
airborne and very likely aids the spread of 
the fungus. Infection also occurs through 
TOot grafts between adjacent trees. The 
trees die within three years of becoming 
Infected. 


Reports and scientific studies in Tasmania 
show that the use of heavy machinery in 
Toadbuilding and clearfelling of forests 
Increases the damage to beech trees, thus 
raising the infection rate. Not just the trees 
themselves are at risk; continued 
Woodchipping in the Otways could also 
endanger the domestic water supplies of 
various towns including Geelong and 
Warrnambool, as the ranges contain vital 
Water catchment areas. Tourism is a major 
Industry in the Otways, and the destruction 
Of these magnificent stands of old growth 


temperate rainforest is a threat to the 
economic stability of the area. 


Some material for this article was taken 
from Cry Wilderness September 1996 - the 
Victorian newsletter produced by the 
Wilderness Action Group of The 
Wilderness Society. 


Gill Bremner 


Elly and I took up the FNCV Fauna Survey 
Group’s invitation and spent a couple of 
days with them at Harriers Swamp. I was 
able to help install several new lines of pit 
traps. This involved sinking 10 large 
buckets into the ground and running a 
250mm high wire mesh fence along the 
line. The hard work was justified by the 
superiority of this type of trapping for small 
animals like Eastern Pygmy Possum and 
White-footed dunnart, both of which were 
caught and we were able to observe. One 
of the little Dunnarts weighed only 8g and 
the Pygmy Possums ranged from about 18g 
to 30g. One of these was found just lying 
on the ground in a state of torpor as they 
are apt to do when stressed. Antechinus, 
native rats and a variety of skinks and frogs 
were also caught, and dusk at the camp 
brought several Sugar Gliders passing 
through the camp, gliding tree to tree and 
then running up to launch again. 


The Fauna Survey Group will be operating 


at Holey Plains quite frequently for about 5 
years and offers a good opportunity for 
Gippsland naturalists to be involved in their 
activities. 


Ron Carey 
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The following list of wildflowers was sent to the club for publication in the magazine on the 
suggestion of Jean Galbraith. The land mentioned is owned by Marjorie Burgess, Jean’s niece, 


and her husband Lionel. 


Wildflowers in bloom on an acre block of land in North Warrandyte 


Lists compiled on 21/9/1995 and 11/10/1996. 


Acacia acinacea 
Arthropodium strictum 
Billardiera scandens 
Bossiaea prostrata 
Burchardia umbellata 
Caladeniua carnea 
Comesperma volubile 
Correa reflexa 
Daviesia leptophylla 
Dianella revoluta 
Dillwynia cinerascens 
Drosera peltata var. auriculata 
Geranium sp. 

_ Gonocarpus sp. 
Hardenbergia violacea 
Helichrysum scorpioides 
Leucopogon virgatus 
Microseris scapigera 
Oxalis corniculata 
Pimelea Linifolia 
Plantago sp. 
Poranthera microphylla 
Pterostylis curta 
Pterostylis longifolia 
Pterostylis nutans 
Pultenaea gunnii 
Ranunculus lappaceus 
Senecia sp. 

Stackhousia monogyna 
Stylidium Graminifolium 
Tetratheca ciliata 
Thysanotus patersonii 
Viola hederacea 
Wurmbea dioica 
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Gold-dust Wattle 
Chocolate Lily 
Common Apple-berry 
Creeping Bossiaea 
Milkmaids 

Pink Fingers 

Love Creeper 
Common Correa 
Narrow-leaf Bitter-pea 
Black-anthered Flax-lily 
Grey Parrot-pea 

Tall Sundew 
Cranesbill 

Raspwort 

Purple Coral-pea 
Curling Everlasting 
Common Beard-heath 
Yam Daisy 

Yellow Wood-sorrel 
Slender Riceflower 
Plantain 

Small Poranthera 
Blunt Greenhood 

Tall Greenhood 
Nodding Greenhood 
Golden Bush-pea 
Australian Buttercup 
Groundsel 

Creamy Candles 
Grass Trigger-plant 
Pink-bells 

Twining Fringe-lily 
Ivy-leaf Violet 
Common Early Nancy 
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The township of Omeo was the base for 
the Latrobe Valley and Bairnsdale clubs’ 
summer camp over the weekend of 17-19 
January, with members either camping or 
staying in hotel or motel. 


On Friday evening there was a get-together 
at the caravan/camping ground, where 
James Turner took the opportunity to brief 
us on the excursions planned for the 
weekend. The town base also gave many of 
us the chance to meet on the Saturday 
evening for an excellent meal at the 
refurbished Golden Age Hotel. 


Saturday morning: Livingstone Creek 


Saturday commenced at 9.30 near the 
Golden Age Hotel with 23 persons present. 
We travelled along Livingstone Creek 
Track which followed the creek through a 
number of properties. Although the first 
fenceline had a cattle grid, the next eight all 
had gates which had to be opened by the 
members of the leading car and closed by 
those in the last car which had to be 
Tepeated on the return trip. The track was 
lined with a number of different eucalypts, 
including Candlebark, Snow Gums and the 
Brittle Gum. The object of the morning 
was to see the Omeo Gums, but as it was 
Sub-alpine country there were many 
interesting shrubs and trees that we do not 
see in and around the Latrobe Valley. The 
Omeo Gums were quite distinctive because 
the leaves of the fresh growth at the ends 
of the branches were a bluish purple: colour 
which stood out against the other greens of 
the area. Leon Costermans, in his book, 
States that this tree is endemic to Victoria 
Where it is rare and restricted to rather 
inaccessible gullies in the eastern Divide at 
between 500 to 1200 metres altitude. It has 
4-angled stems and the bark falls away in 


small tessellated fragments. Its botanical 
name is Eucalyptus neglecta which must 
have a story behind it. It is quite 
spectacular when you suddenly come 
across a large patch of these trees. 


We spent quite some time at this spot 
appreciating the many colourful herbs and 
shrubs as well as the trees. James Turner 
collected the Tasmania Bladderwort - a 
rare plant in Victoria. Members saw this 
species last at the commencement to Cope 
Hut Track at Bogong. The white daisy 
James also collected was the Grass Daisy 
which we are used to seeing at Sperm 
Whale Head; so it grows over a wide range 
of swampy habitats. 


From Livingstone Creek Track we moved 
off via Cassilis and Tongio West towards 
Mt Baldhead, our afternoon destination, 
and had lunch along the way at a shady 
spot in sub-alpine woodland which had 
many different plants from the previous 
sub-alpine area we had visited. I think the 
most admired plant in this area was the 
Royal Bluebell with its deep purple colour 
although again we added many plants to 
the list. The plant list for the weekend will 
be available from me for anyone who 
requests it. 


Bon Thompson 
Saturday afternoon: Mt Baldhead 


Mt Baldhead is about 30km south of 


-Omeo, and due west of Ensay. The road to 


the bottom of the 4WD track up the 
mountain was windy and very dusty. Most 
of the group set off walking up the steep 
track, while others went up in the two 
4WD vehicles. Halfway up there was a 
great view across to the mountains, but this 
soon disappeared again as the whole track 
was edged with tall trees. The top of Mt 
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Baldhead (1378m) was a surprise as a large 
alpine meadow suddenly appeared, which 
almost looked as if it had been cleared from 
the surrounding alpine ash. There was 
evidence of many flowering alpine plants, 
although clearly many were past their peak. 
Leucopogon hookeri was found again, but 
unlike the plants seen in the morning which 
were covered in ripe berries, these were 
smaller and just flowering. The mountain 
gentian created a lot of interest, as it 
appeared smaller than usual and lacked the 
prominent coloured veins. A large cluster 
of swan greenhoods was found, and the tall 
bluebell, Wahlenbergia stricta was a 
beautiful rich blue colour. 


After our descent, a leisurely cup a tea was 
had in the pleasant shade of the trees, then 
we began our long journey home. A very 
pleasant evening was spent dining 
luxuriously at the Golden Age Hotel. 


Wendy Savage 


Sunday: Mt Nugong and Bentley’s Plain 


On Sunday morning, 9.30, the group 
assembled once more at the Golden Age 
car park. After a briefing by James we set 
off for Mt Nugong and Bentley’s Plain. 
The first stop was just outside Omeo at the 
site of what was thought to be the only tree 
of its kind in Australia. However after a 
long inspection and much discussion it was 
decided that the tree in question was 
Quercus ilex and at least two more were 
known to be around. One in the Botanical 
Gardens and the other in the Savages’ 
garden! 


We continued on our way up a long, dusty 
road and eventually stopped to admire the 
view of the Tambo Valley. Some of the 
plants in this area were sassafras, mountain 
correa and banks of tree fern. It was 
decided to extend this halt to cover 
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date would have been Good Friday 


morning tea break and so give Ron’s 
overheated engine time to cool down. 


Suitably refreshed we set off once more, 
the next stop being at ‘The Washington’. 
This site abounded with an incredible array 
of pulleys and wire ropes which were used 
until the 1940’s to hoist logs up from the 
chasm. The enormous engines which were 
used to power this equipment are still in 
place and caused us to ponder how such 
giants were transported there. 


At the edge of the Nunniong Plateau we 
took a short walk into the bush where 
several interesting plants were observed, 
including the alpine greenhood and several 
unusual mosses. The on past the ‘Moscow 
Villa’ - a mountain hut - to the ‘Bush 
Hilton’ where we took lunch on Bentley’s 
Plain. 


After we had finished eating lunch the 
group divided into three factions. The keen 
botanists braved the heat of the noonday 
sun to explore the plain, the birdos took to 
the shade of the bush and the rest chose 
either to doze or read the Sunday paper. 
Soon it was time for those going home to 
bid farewell so Phil proposed a vote of 
thanks to James and Lynne for their 
leadership and off they set, the rest of us 
returning to Omeo. After tea the seven 
remaining campers took a pleasant stroll to 
the Chinese Digging remains and ended the 
day with strawberries and cream (courtesy 
Ron and Ellie) and so ended another 
successful and highly enjoyable ‘campout’. 


Dorothy Farrow 


Note that the March meeting 


chee as the normal meeting 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Club: Secretary: Meeting: 
Latrobe Valley Secretary 7.30 pm on the fourth Friday of 
FNC Inc. Mrs W Savage each month at the Moe 
LVFNC Inc. Community Health Centre, 
PO Box 1205 Fowler Street 
Morwell 3840 Moe Vic. 3825 
056 342246 
Assistant Secretary 
Mr R Carey 
056 285203 
Sale FNC Mr D Macreadie 8 pm on the first Friday of each 
Stoney Creek Road month at Room 13, Continuing 
Cowwarr 3857 Education Centre, Raymond St. 
051 489251 Sale Vic 3850 
Warragul FNC Mr J Brooks 
3 Noble Street 
Warragul 3820 
056 231563 
Bairnsdale FNC Inc. Miss Barbara Moss 8 pm on the third Friday of each 
: P.O. Box 563 month at Bairnsdale 
Bairnsdale 3875 Neighbourhood House 
051 525037 Dalmahoy St., Bairnsdale 3875 
Subscriptions: 


Due March 31st. Payable to Honorary Treasurer Mrs N OReilly 
RMB 7691 
Tanjil South Vic 3825 


Naturalist: $13, Family: $29, Single Member: $21, Junior Member: $15 
Half fees apply for those joining after 31 August. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist is the official publication of the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist 
Club Inc. The Club subscription includes the "Naturalist". 


Brief contributions and short articles on any aspect of natural history are invited from 
members of all clubs. Articles, including those covering Club speakers and excursions, 
would typically be around one A4 side in length, and should not exceed 1,000 words. 
Contributions should be addressed to: 


Mrs Gill Bremner 

Editor, LV Naturalist 

PO Box 719 
TRARALGON VIC 3844 


Phone; (051) 955353 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 


Meeting: Friday 21 March AGM. Field Guide to Morwell NP - Ken Harris 

Excursion: Saturday 22 March Evening excursion to Morwell NP. Meet 5pm at carpark for 
short walk, BBQ tea at 6.30pm, then spotlight walk. 

Bird Group Excursion: Monday 7 April to Tyers area. Meet 10am at Tyers township. 
For details phone Elsie Coggan on (03) 5127 1857. 

Botany Group: Meets 10.00am on the Saturday following club excursion. For 


details phone Wendy Savage on (03) 5634 2246. 


Meeting: Friday 25 April Huntsman Spiders - Rob deSouza-Daw 

Excursion: Sunday 27 April Excursion to Harriers Swamp, Holey Plains. Meet 10am 
Rosedale carpark in the main street. This is the first Sunday 
excursion for the year. 


PLEASE NOTE - MARCH DATES ARE CORRECT - MARCH 28 IS GOOD FRIDAY 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK 


Action days are the second Sunday of the month. Contact Jack Brooks for details. 
Phone (03) 5623 1563. 


FRIENDS OF EDWARD HUNTER BUSH HERITAGE RESERVE 


Meet at Coalville Road carpark at 1.00pm on the second Tuesday of each month. Contact Dulcie 
Sambell for details. Phone (03) 5127 6751 


FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Ken Harris (03) 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW 
Contact Maurice Poulton (03) 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP 
Contacts: Clive Minton (03) 9589 4901 - home and Graeme Rowe (03) 5662 2449 - home 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contacts: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre (03) 5196 6166. 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
Secretary - PO Box 233, Leongatha 3953. Phone (03) 5655 1381. 
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On the excursion to Old Port Trail in 
Nooramunga Coastal reserve on 23.11.96 we 
saw a Wallaby-grass in full bloom with its 
red anthers quite conspicuous. This plant 
does not belong in the Danthonia genus to 
which most of the Wallaby-grasses belong; 
but is a Chionochloa although its common 
name is Silver-top Wallaby-grass. There are 
20 species of this genus, mostly alpine, and 
all but two Australian endemics confined to 
New Zealand. Victoria only has the one 
species. It has been placed in three previous 
genera before finishing up as Chionochloa. 


The general key to Poaceae included 
Chionochloa on the same line as Danthonia. 
So we have to use the Danthonia key to trace 
it out. 


General Meeting & Excursion Arrangements 


Friday 21 March 
Saturday 22 March 


It is similar to some of the Danthonias in 
having moderately dense to dense covering 
of more or less uniform hairs on the lemma. 
The central awn of the lemma is distinctly 
longer than the lateral lobes and the palea 
narrow and exceeding the sinus by 2mm or 
more. All these features could be a 
Danthonia; but the above features combined 
with a 4-Smm lemma, central awn strongly 
twisted in the low 3-5mm section and the 
fact that with these features it is a robust, 
tufted tussock with finely inrolled leaves 20- 
40cm long and culms often exceeding one 
metre, make it a Chionochloa. 


Who said grasses were easy! 


Bon Thompson 


AGM. Ken Harris - Field Guide to Morwell National Park 
Evening excursion to MNP. Meet 5pm at carpark for short walk, BBQ 


tea (if desired) at 6.30pm, then spotlight walk. 


Friday 25 April 
Sunday 27 April 


Rob deSouza-Daw - Huntsman Spiders 
Excursion to Harriers Swamp, Holey Plains. Meet 10am Rosedale 


carpark in the main street. 


PLEASE NOTE - THESE DAYS AND DATES ARE CORRECT 


Finance - Balance: Cheque A/c $351.27 
Business Arising, Correspondence & 
General Business 


Venue for Business Meeting - many venues 

explored, which are too expensive or not 

available; try Neighbourhood House (this has 
een confirmed since and will be the venue 

for March BM - the address is 19 Symon 

Crescent, Morwell). 

ANH Medallion nomination - check with M 

Potter for renomination. 

VFNCA constitution and incorporation - Phil 

will take to campout; we agree that VFNCA 

should apply for incorporation. 

Field Guide to Morwell NP book launch 

Friday 21 March 5.30pm, Fosters Gully 


Invest A/c $1822.72 Conserv A/c $10,952.70 


picnic area, all welcome. Copies of book 
available to members at special price of $15. 
AGM planning - positions vacant: President, 
Vice President Nol, Assistant Secretary, 
Treasurer. Notice and nomination forms 
prepared, but too late for Feb Naturalist. 
Next year notice of AGM and nomination 
procedure will be included in body of 
Naturalist, and forms will be available at 
meeting or from Secretary on application. 
Magazine format - new 2 column layout 
considered an improvement, and there was 
discussion of other aspects of layout for 
Editor’s consideration. 

New Heyfield Ranger, Richard Laurier, made 
contact to get details of remaining money 
and spending intentions for Glenmaggie and 
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Heyfield Reserves; $2160.94 still available, 
and should be spent as original grant 
specified. 

LaTrobe Shire Landscape Master Plan final 
draft has been prepared. 

Brochure update for next year; insert with 
1997 program has been prepared; will 
produce 200 inserts, and ask distributors to 
update and renew brochures at current 
venues. 

Amcor Plantation Conservation Reserve 
steering committee report from Phil, our rep; 
Botany Group will be asked to do plant list. 
LaTrobe Shire Community Directory form to 
be completed with Club details. 

National Parks now under auspices of 
Melbourne Parks and Waterways - noted 
with concern. 

Hazelwood Power Environmental Review 
Committee - concern for future of wetland 
on Brodribb Rd, the lily pond; need to 
pressure SEC Shell for it to be made Crown 
Land for its preservation; write to Peter Hall, 
Keith Hamilton, SEC Administrator JJ Fryer 
and Minister responsible for the SEC; Jim 
will draft letter. 

Survey and count of Jsopogon at Providence 
Ponds 15-16 March - members invited. 


Report from Conservation Coordinator 
(Bon Thompson) 


Notified _GERG (Grassy Ecosystem 
Reference Group) of the grassland on Old 
Melbourne Road, Morwell. 


Forwarded submissions on Wilsons Prom NP 
Draft Mgt Plan and Tidal River Master Plan. 
Replied to Environment Australia re export 
of venom, venom derivatives, serum and 
sloughed skins of snakes. 

Received request from Darren Mansell for 
help with fauna survey on Traralgon Sth 
Flora Res. 

Contacted CaLP (Catchment & Land 
Protection Board) through Kate Walsh re 
Regional Vegetation Plan Guidelines. 
Received copy of Proposed Exploration & 
Potential Extraction of high grade limestone 
in Tyers Regional Park. 

Replied to ANCA re harvest and export of 
branches of Nothofagus cunninghamii 
(Myrtle Beech). 


Forwarded submission on Regional 
Catchment Strategy Draft. 

Prepared flora lists of roadsides which 
LaTrobe Shire has declared Significant 
Roadside Areas and sent to shire. 

Botany Group prepared flora list of Railway 
Reservoir Conservation Reserve and 
forwarded to Steve Kurec of LaTrobe Shire 
and Friends of the above reserve. 

Forwarded several more site specific lists of 
our area to Flora & Fauna Group of DNRE 
for inclusion in the FIS. 

Mark Brady notified us that Crinigan Road 
Reserve now belongs to LaTrobe Shire who 
paid the cheque on about 20 January. 
Hayden Hall rang re committee of 
management. 

Preparing maps for roadside assessment of 
the remaining roads in the LaTrobe Shire. 
Reported to John Larson some problems 
with clearing by APM contractors along 
Jeeralang Creek. John has been up to 
investigate and will take to the next meeting 
of APM’s consultative committee. 

Received telephone call from Kate Walsh 
about APM clearing of the 2000 acres.Kate 
was interested in club response. 

Responded to the Senate Rural & Regional 
Affairs Committee re an inquiry into 
Commercial Utilisation of Australian Native 
Wildlife. 

Received latest updated copy of Protected 
Flora list. It appears that the scientific 
committee are preparing to protect all native 
species and have a list of exceptions. In the 
present list all species of Asteraceae, 
Baeckea, Boronia, Orchidaceae, 
Prostanthera, Pteridophyta (Clubmosses, 
ferns and fern allies) except Bracken, 
Sphagnum, Stylidium, Thryptomene, 
Thysanotus and Xanthorrhoea are protected. 
Received, for comments, copy of information 
to be on notice board at Dawson Reserve. 

In Gippsland Farmer Jan 97 there was a 
notice that Wellington Shire is charging $25 
annually for a permit for temporary 
electrified fences to graze cattle on 
roadsides. This means there is some control 
of what happens on our roadsides in that 
shire. So we presented a copy of the notice 
to the LaTrobe Shire in the hope they will do 
the same. 
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WILSON’S. 


SECTION. 


Thirteen members gathered at Yanakie on 
Saturday, 1 March for our excursion to the 
northern end of the ‘Prom’ in fine and mild 
eons: a few threatening clouds passed 
us by. 


The morning was spent at cotters Lake, a 
large swampy basin close to the western 
shoreline. Of interest close to the car park at 
the gate were two Bursaria varieties , B. 
Spinosa var. spinosa with spines and small 
leaves and B. spinosa var. macrophylla with 
broad leaves around 5cm in length and no 
Spines. Characteristic of the ‘Prom’ are the 
Drooping She-oak Casuarina stricta, and the 
smaller Scrub She-oak, C. paludosa. Very 
Much in evidence in the swamp was the 
Water Parsnip Sium latifolium, with lacy 
White flowers, and we also saw several 
Specimens of the ground orchid Austral 
Ladies Tresses Spiranthes sinensis, with (in 
these instances) white flowers spiralling 
around the stalk. Other plants noted include 
the Grass Daisy Brachyscome graminea, in 
both blue and white forms and the Sea-Box 
Alyxia buxifolia, with tubular flowers. 


The walk through the dry swamp to the long 
expanse of Cotters Beach was rewarded with 
spectacular views of Shellback Island and, 
beyond it, Norman Island and the Glennie 
Swamp. 


We lunched at ‘The Gums’, a pleasant small 
Picnic area off the Tidal River road, before 
driving to the Five Mile Road car park. 


From here we spent the afternoon walking to 
Miller’s Landing, at the western end of one 
of the conservation zones in the Corner Inlet 
Marine and Coastal Park. The dominant tree 
along the 2.5km walking track was the Saw 
Banksia B. serrata, with its large flowers full 
of nectar. And one might add that the 
dominant bird was the very large and very 
audible Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo! Our 
second orchid for the day was the Hyacinth 
orchid Dipodium roseum, with its rolled back 
petals and sepals. Other plants noted include 
the Prickly Guinea-flower Hibbertia 
acicularis, the Love Creeper Comesperma 
volubile, late flowering; the white and pink 
forms of the Common Heath Lpacris 
impressa and the Angled Lobelia L. alata, 
with tiny purple flowers on angled stems. 
The parasitic plant with tiny white flowers 
that was covering many small shrubs was the 
Slender Dodder-laurel Cassytha glabella. 


We reached Miller’s Landing just after low 
tide, making it possible to walk across the 
mudflats and view the stunted mangroves 
with their aerial root system. Rocky islets on 
the flats give good views of the many birds 
that feed at the inlet. We saw large numbers 
of Black Swans and Australian White Ibis, 
together with some White-faced Herons and 
Pacific Gulls. It is worth noting that the track 
to the landing affords some excellent views 
over Corner Inlet along the way. 


A late afternoon tea back at the cars 
concluded a very rewarding excursion. 


Philip Rayment and Bon Thompson 


The following article, written by Dave Stewart (a Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist member), 
Was first published in “In the Spotlight”, the newsletter of the Victorian Frog Group. 


Frog Heaven 


A Personal Account of the Victorian Frog Group Expedition to East Gippsland 


December 13 - December 17, 1996 


NEE 
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PROLOGUE: 


I spent my November last year wandering 
around the Baw Baw Plateau searching for 
the enigmatic Baw Baw Frog (Philoria 
frosti). That is, I spent the few fine days we 
had battling through shrubbery and the rest 
of the time looking out of the window of our 
lodge watching the trees bend in the wind or 
wondering how there could be so much snow 
around in late spring. On the days when the 
survey team was out, I would trek about for 
several hours and, on the best days, might 
actually locate (by sound) as many as four 
Baw Baw Frogs. In my time with the survey 
team, I never actually saw or handled a frog. 


This was my state of mind when I heard 
about the Victorian Frog Group expedition 
to East Gippsland. Now that sounded just 
what I needed, an abundance of frogs (both 
in numbers and varieties) in beautiful locales. 
This was to be a far more relaxed trip than 
any of the group’s previous trips, with the 
group being permanently based at Cann 
River rather than the more hectic method of 
travelling from place to place. I signed up 
immediately. 


IN HEAVEN: 


People began arriving at Cann River on 
Friday night, the 13" of December, though 
there was to be no surveying that night. The 
turnout was possibly less than expected, 
perhaps 15, certainly less than the 30- 
something people that made the journey 2 
years ago, but the people attending more 
than made up for that in enthusiasm. 


Despite going to bed relatively early, I arose 
relatively late, but anxious to get away and 
begin the search for any of the species on my 
“wish” list. The group separated into smaller 
units and we were away quickly, with the 
exception of Graeme, who remained at the 
camp for some time discussing memory loss 
and the finer points of frog ecology with the 
researchers from the Australian Museum, 
who were in the area investigating the Green 
and Golden Bell Frog (Litoria aurea). 


Although I was still looking forward to those 
picturesque locales, I was not above 


beginning our search for frogs at the far- 
from-scenic Cann River landfill site. I had 
fond memories of this place, as two years 
ago I had found the only Rocky River Tree 
Frog {Litoria /esweuri) of the expedition here 
and the first that I had seen outside of 
captivity. Once again I was not disappointed 
- turning over a log, I found my first Dendy’s 
Toadlet (Pseudophyrne dendyi). \t is far 
from being a rare frog, but I don’t 
understand how anyone could become tired 
of simply watching this species walk or 
gazing at the swirls of the patterns on it’s 
underbelly. Having now had two defining 
moments of my life at this site, I am 
considering it for my wedding day. 


It was the most fantastic start to the day, but 
the count didn’t end with dendyi - also 
present amongst the refuse were several 
Striped Marsh Frogs (Limnodynastes 
peroni), a Whistling Tree Frog (Litoria 
verreauxi), and of course many Common 
Froglets (Ranidella signifera). It seems that 
the tip site is also popular with reptiles, our 
searches revealing a couple of Small-eyed 
Snakes and a juvenile White-lipped Snake. 


Not even lunchtime yet, and already I was 
satisfied with the day’s performance. We 
decided to link in with Keir’s group and 
journeyed to the coast at Point Hicks where 
the Thurra River opens to the sea. Prior to 
beginning our search here, the group decided 
that a quick wade in the ocean was in order, 
but luck was with us - we stumbled across a 
Lesueuri tadpole swimming in the river not 
more than 300 metres from where it meets 
the salt water of Bass Strait. 


After our refreshing and energetic time spent 
on the beach, it was down to business. Keir 
had camped here with his family when he 
was a young boy and recalled finding “large 
green frogs” in a swamp behind the dunes. 
Suspecting that they may have been the 
Green and Golden Bell Frog (Litoria aurea), 
we went in search of the swamp and the 
legendary “dune that takes ten minutes to run 


? 


down”. 


Some hours later, we emerged from the 
dunes, weary and without success. We had 
found no sign of water and consequentially 
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no sign of any frog. Our hopes of “teaching 
those Museum researchers a thing or two” 
were dashed. It was time to go home. 
Running down the largest dune that we could 
find and into the cooling waters of the 
Thurra River was thrilling but somewhat 
disappointing after what we had been led to 
expect. But, once in the river, we looked 
upstream and there it was - the most 
enormous dune that I had seen, the stuff that 
(when viewed through the eyes of a ten-year- 
old) could become legend. 


But there was no time for us to explore, 
already it was getting late. Instead we 
queried some passing tourists about The 
Dune. Yes, there was a swamp at the top of 
It but it would take some time to get to - I’ve 
earmarked it for my next trip (if only for the 
Tun down the dune). The tourist assistance, 
however, didn’t stop here. Following our 
confession that we had been wandering the 
dunes in search of frogs, the tourists 
informed us that they had heard frogs in the 
Teeds at the edge of the river. Incredibly, they 
turned out to be Litoria aurea. Abandoning 
all hope of returning to camp for an early 
dinner, we listened too, called at, captured, 
and photographed several of the creatures 
before we were sated. Just when we had 
become resigned to the fact that the 
afternoon would be frogless, it had become a 

Onanza, and another new species for me. 
This time I was sure that my life was 
complete. 


We returned to Cann River for a late dinner, 
Keir speeding ahead to report the find to the 
vluseum researchers and steal the credit that 
tightfully belonged to the tourists. Over 
dinner, we discussed the day and the 
approaching weather - it seemed that the 
€vening would be cool, not the ideal weather 
for the Leaf Green River Tree Frog (Litoria 
Phyllochroa) or the Blue Mountains Tree 
Frog (Litoria citropa), two of the remaining 
frogs on my list of frogs to see. 


Undaunted, myself and my team loaded the 
car and drove into the night, even without 
frogs we could enjoy ourselves. Practising 
Our frog calls (some needing more practise 
than others, as anyone who heard the 
Variations of “waaaahhrk... plonka, plonka, 


plonka” could attest), we headed to the 
Bemm River and the nearby rainforest walk. 
Yet again, it seemed we were in luck - in no 
time at all, from the walking track, we 
located some calling phyllochroa and then, in 
the distance, a calling citropa. We just 
listened for ages, but they were too far from 
the track to go searching for at this time of 
night (I’ve done that before). 


Instead, we searched under the bridge, and 
both species were present calling here also. 
But this time we could search, and search we 
did. The beautiful phyllochroa that we 
turned up commanded our attention for a 
short time (I’ve seen several of these before) 
but was almost forgotten when I laid eyes 
upon the magnificent Litoria citropa for the 
first time. It is the most amazing frog, and so 
photogenic. I “wasted” a lot of film on this 
creature, while listening to Paul discuss 
exactly what pose he would position the frog 
in for his next tattoo. It was with some 
reluctance that we left this spot and returned 
to the car. 


Well that was it... surely. Nothing could 
make this day any better. I’d seen the citropa 
that was my number one wish for the trip, 
and several other new species as a bonus. 
But, more importantly, ?'d had so much fun 
doing it and sharing it with people who 
understood why I enjoyed myself. Thankyou 
to the VFG, and in particular, those who 
were with me that day. 


As the car rolled silently up to our campsite, 
having run out of petrol some hundred 
metres or so from the caravan park, it made a 
magical end to a magical day. 


EPILOGUE: 


Though I could have quite happily returned 
to Melbourne the next day completely 
satisfied, the remaining days of the trip were 
thoroughly enjoyable also. The next day, 
most people travelled east to Mallacoota and 
I saw another new species for me, Martin’s 
Toadlet (Uperoleia martini), as well as the 
Red-groined Froglet (Crinia haswelli) and all 
of the species that I had seen the previous 
day, with the. exception of aurea. (Even 
another citropa). On the final day, I spent all 
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day looking at tadpoles, and then in the 
evening I was treated to an abundance of 
Litoria lesueuri, one species that I’ve had 
surprisingly little experience with. 


And so ended my short but extremely 
enjoyable expedition to East Gippsland. I 
think I might just have to return in the not- 
too-distant future. 


Meeting held on Wednesday 19 February 
1997 


e One of the company’s technical staff 
gave an illustrated lecture on the dust 
precipitators/ 

- A tour of the station’s precipitators 
was arranged. 

- The licence limit is 0.2 gm/m3. 

- Emission statistics for October 1996 
to January 1997 showed 1 hour 
breach. 


(formerly Rehabilitation Consultative Group) 
Notes from meeting held on Thursday 20 
February 1997 


e Native grass trials to continue this 
season, 

e The production from the mine has to 
contend with very dry conditions 
resulting in dust problems particularly on 
the haul road. 

e Another four hectares of land disturbed 
by mining have been rehabilitated. 

e The quality of water discharged has 
breached the licence 12 times during the 
period July-October. 

e During the same period there were no 
breaches of the hard rubbish licence. 


Note: Yo find out more about the Victorian 
Frog Group or to find out about their 
upcoming events, visit the VFG WebSite at: 
http://www.inmotion.com.au/~vfg/ 


e The education and training schedule 
relating the environmental topics to the 
work and shift personnel is well in hand 
and is being well received. For example, 
the sources of waste water have been 
catalogued and optimised. 

e The eastern field is proving to be a 
challenge in the amount of top soil to be 
stockpiled. 

e Tree planting is proceeding apace, so 
that, in line with Federal Government 
policy, the company may earn offsets 
against its Coz emission (0.81 of Co2 per 
tonne of coal burnt). 


Jim Blucher 


e During the period approximately 500 ML 
of dirty water was treated, over 13,200 
ML of clean artesian water sent to 
Hazelwood cooling pond and some 500 
ML of storm water was sent to Morwell 
River. 

e A joint letter from the LVFNC and the 
Corporation is to be worked up and sent 
to the appropriate people with the view 
of gaining control of the Lily Pond on 
Brodribb Road. 

e A comprehensive tour of the mine and 
the station enabled members to inspect 
many of the sensitive sites on the 
company’s undertaking, including the 
universal greenings unique plant. 


Jim Blucher 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 

Meeting: Friday 25 April Huntsman Spiders — Rob deSouza-Daw 

Excursion: Sunday 27 April Harriers Swamp, Holey Plains. Meet 10am at Rosedale 
carpark and toilets in the main street. This is the first 
Sunday excursion for the year. 


Bird Group Excursion: Monday 5 May to Blue Rock Dam. Meet 10am at corner 
of Hill End Road and Hunts Road. For details phone Elsie 
Coggan on (03) 5127 1857. 

Botany Group: Meets 10.00am on the Saturday following club excursion. 
For details phone Wendy Savage on (03) 5634 2246. 

Meeting: Friday 23 May Orchids — Terri Allen 


Excursion: Saturday 24 May Sale Common. Meet 10am Lake Guthridge carpark. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK 


Action days are the second Sunday of the month. Contact Jack Brooks for details. 
Phone (03) 5623 1563. 


FRIENDS OF EDWARD HUNTER BUSH HERITAGE RESERVE 
Meet at Coalville Road carpark at 1.00pm on the second Tuesday of each month. Contact Dulcie 
Sambell for details. Phone (03) 5127 6751 


FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris (03) 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact Maurice Poulton (03) 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP 
Contacts: Clive Minton (03) 9589 4901 - home and Graeme Rowe (03) 5662 2449 - home 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contacts: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre (03) 5196 6166. 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
Secretary - PO Box 233, Leongatha 3953. Phone (03) 5655 1381. 


VENCA SKILLS WORKSHOP 29.9.97 —5.10.97 AT ROWSLEY 

When Monday 29 September to Sunday 5 October 1997 

Where Lady Northcote Recreation Camp, Rowsley (near North Brisbane Ranges) 

Purpose To provide opportunity for field naturalists to develop their field activity skills through relevant and 
realistic hands-on activities, and within a broader context of environmental, learning and application 
principles. - 

Program Workshop sessions and demonstrations by the various specialists in geology, flora, fauna, ecology, and 
general techniques. Emphasis on small-group field activities, with specialist assistance available as 
eed : 

Special focus areas presently planned as options are: Ironbark woodland communities and ecology; 
roadside and small reserves management; dealing with land degradation; reptile studies. Leon 
Costermans and Ken Simpson are just two of the specialists participating. 

Cost Approximately $225 per person (depending on numbers $200 -$250) all found. 

Bookings: $50 deposit due 30 April, balance by 31 July. 

Cheque payable to GFNC/VFNCA Rowsley should be mailed to: 

GFNC/VFNCA 


Rowsley 
P O Box 1047, GEELONG 3213 ; - Convenor: Dick Southcombe, Geelong FNC 
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_THE BAW BAW FROG Philoria frosti_ 


Greg Hollis, a herpetologist with the 
Department of Natural Resources and 
Environment addressed the Victorian Frog 
Group on 28 February 1997. Greg spoke on 
the biology and his recent research on The 
Baw Baw Frog - Victoria's only endemic 
frog. His address was appropriately 
illustrated with slides of the frog, its 
environment and graphs (collated from his 
research). 


Greg informed the meeting The Baw Baw 
Frog's distribution is restricted to 80 square 
4 kilometres on the Baw Baw Plateau. The 
‘Baw Baw Frog is located within-the Baw 
aw National Park and in adjacent State 
orest. 


The frog is medium size and possesses large 
paratoid glands. The species is muddy brown 
with yellow patches around its head and its 


~ Smooth belly .is. pigmented. -Adult--females - - 


average 52mm snout-vent-length and adult 


males grow to 44mm. The first and second’ 


fingers of breeding females are flanged and 
are used to create a frothy foam egg-mass. 
Breeding males have dark coloured throats. 


The breeding season of the species is 
Testricted to 8 weeks from around mid- 
October to mid- December. Males call 
Tost during the day from concealed 
Ocalities. Females commonly lay their egg- 
Masses in seepages near frost hollows. They 
only lay one clutch per breeding season but 
several females may lay their eggs at the one 
site. A frothy egg-mass contains 50 to 180 
large unpigmented eggs. After 5 to 8 weeks 
tadpoles emerge which initially are white and 
unpigmented. The tadpoles are non-feeding 
and rely on yolk from their egg to develop. 
The tadpoles are free swimming but 
relatively inactive . They emerge from the 
water in late-March and April. There is a 
high mortally rate and it is estimated only. 8% 
of the eggs survive to metamorphlings. 


Greg Hollis' research sought to determine the 
Population size of The Baw Baw Frog by 
monitoring the calling activity of breeding 
males. Radio-tracking was utilised to 
Monitor the movements of the frogs. Direct 


searching was conducted to ascertain the 
different environments in which the species 
habitat. 


The research revealed there has been a very 
dramatic decline of the species in the last ten 
years. The frogs have disappeared from the 
northern drier side of the plateau and have 
declined on the western side. Greg made 
several comparisons with Brian Malone's 
1983/84 research into the species. Greg 
estimated only 2% of the population remains 
compared to Brian Malone's estimate of the 
size of the population. Observations by 
others prior to 1983/84 indicated the species 
was much more common (compared to the 


existing .population). .The .species..was once... 


common around the Baw Baw Village but no 
specimens have been found at this locality in 
the last 4 years. 


Greg described the species as subterranean 
and spend much of its time in concealed and 


sheltered sites. The Baw Baw Frog tended to 


move in cool wet conditions and often 
immediately prior to the arrival of a cold- 
front. During winter the frog is probably in a 
state of torpor and remains under the snow — 
for several months. The snow probably traps 
heat enabling the frog to survive in 
temperatures above freezing. 


- Other Australian alpine frogs are also in 


serious population decline. Greg's research is 
continuing and although he has not reached 
any firm conclusions on the causes of the 


_ decline, he suspects climatic and ultra-violet 


light changes may have caused’the dramatic 
decline of the species. A draft Recovery Plan 
for The Baw Baw Frog is currently under 
consideration by the Federal Government. 


The Baw Baw Frog is now categorised by 
the Department as being critically 
endangered. Its dramatic population decline 
remains a mystery. Greg's address and slides 
were most informative. Those at the meeting 
are much more informed of the frog's biology 
and status. 


Rob deSouza-Daw 
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Emu Pacific Gull New Holland Honeyeater 
White-faced Heron Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo Eastern Spinebill 
Little Black Cormorant Rainbow Lorikeet Fairy-wren Superb 
Great Egret Crimson Rosella Striated Thornbill 
Sacred Ibis Yellow Robin Brown Thornbill 
Straw-necked Ibis Grey Fantail Silvereye 

Black Swan Clamorous Reed-warbler Striated Pardalote 
White-bellied Sea-eagle Grey Shrike-thrush Magpie 

Pied Oystercatcher Red Wattlebird Little Raven 

Silver Gull Brush Wattlebird Australian Raven 
Caspian Tern Yellow-faced Honeyeater Laughing Kookaburra 


_ In the sheltered inlet at Millers Landing the water was covered with birds, mostly Black Swans 
~ and Sacred Ibis; with a Great Egret stalking the water-line —easy to see without binoculars! 
During our walk to dry Cotters Lake we could not identify a small blue/grey bird although we 
had an excellent view of its back — perhaps it was a female Robin. Also, another small bird 
with plain plumage — we all agreed it was a Honeyeater, but not a Spinebill. 


The ‘lizard’ — it was a Blue-tongue. Difference of opinion about the Eagle — was it an 
immature Sea-eagle or a Wedge-tail? See the bird list! 


Elsie Coggan 


For the club, the year to February 1997 has 
been a rewarding one in terms of the range of 
new conservation activities in which 
members have been involved in various ways. 
For example, contact with the very active 
and enthusiastic Friends of Traralgon 
Railway Reservoir Conservation Reserve has 
led to our input to development of a 
Management plan and, in particular, 
commenceinent of a detailed plant survey. A 
Gippsland-based on-going survey activity of 
the FNCV Mammal Survey Group (in Holey 
Plains State Park) has provided an 
opportunity for our members to learn more 
about techniques in that field. We have been 
able to input to the development of the 
LaTrobe .Shire Landscape Master Plan 
through membership of the _ steering 
committee which completed its work early 
this year. We are also represented on the new 
AMCOR Plantations Conservation Reserve 
Steering Committee, and members will begin 
some plant survey work in April. A major 
activity has been the assessment of significant 
roadside vegetation sites within the LaTrobe 
Valley Shire. We have also been liaising with 


the Heyfield office of DNRE in relation to 
the grant-funded signage and access-control 
work at the Heyfield and Glenmaggie flora 
reserves, due to be completed this year. 
Monitoring of natural revegetation at the 


‘Heyfield reserve will continue in the future. 


Action to preserve and conserve the 
Brodribb road wetland, near Hazelwood 
Power Station, is continuing. The 
contributions of the Botany Group to some 


of the projects, through survey work and 


assessment of conservation 
important. 


value, are 


A major conservation issue late in 1996 arose 
from the release of draft management plans 
for Wilson’s Promontory National Park and, 
separately, for Tidal River. Although the 
state government has accepted changes to 
the latter, as a result of community 
responses, an on-going watch on 
developments will be required. The most 
recent restructuring of the National Parks 
Service is of related concern. 

Turning to our program of Friday night 
general meetings, attendances averaged 29 
members and visitors, ranging from 21 to 37, 
a little down on the previous year. Speakers 


es 
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provided a good balance between flora and 
fauna related topics, and our thanks go to 
them all. 


On flora, member David Trainor presented 
an excellent photographic survey of 
wildflowers seen on an extended spring trip 
through that part of Western Australia south 
from Kalbarri. Kevin Rule outlined the 
history of Victorian eucalypt taxonomy and 
some of the many yet-to-be-resolved issues, 
leaving. with us copies of his key for 
identifying Gippsland species. Andrew Bould 
Surveyed most of the 41 or so orchids 
recorded on Raymond Island with excellent 
photographs and an engaging account of his 


efforts to find and..conserve. them. . Hartley. - 


Tobin explored the profusion of banksias and 
dryandras of southern WA — there are over 
90 species of the latter alone. Late in the 
year, Ken Harris gave an excellent illustrated 
talk on New Zealand flora (and some fauna!) 
focussing on the alpine flora of Arthur’s Pass 
in the South Island. . * 


Birds were perhaps a little neglected, but this 
is being remedied in 1997! However, and 
excellent videotape borrowed from the BOC 
Covered the setting and behaviour of the 


lyrebird and other birds which share its forest 
habitat. 


Four speakers dealt with other: fauna. Jeff 


Hirth discussed earthworms, and Peter 
Robertson (from the Arthur Rylah Institute) 
Surveyed the varied groups of lizards, 
emphasizing those to be found in Gippsland. 
Ray Gibson, convenor of the FNCV Fauna 
Survey Group, ably overviewed the 
techniques they use to study such fauna as 
Possums, phascogales, gliders, antechinus, 
and so on. Finally, Kate Brent (VNPA 
Marine Campaign Officer) combined a 
photographic survey of some of the colourful 
Marine species of southern Australian waters 
with a discussion of the threats they face and 
the need for greater protection of them 
within the marine reserves system. 


We deliberately planned excursions closer to 
the central LaTrobe Valley, with generally 
Satisfactory participation. It is now usually 
the case that excursions are not directly 
related to the month’s talk. Most visiting 


speakers are, understandably, not able to stay 
over Saturday to lead an excursion. This has 
led to our 1997 experiment with some 
Sunday excursions, including one of the 
longer trips. 


Two successful camps were held, to Western 
Port Phillip Bay in the spring and to Omeo in 
the summer, with excursions led by James 
Turner. The former afforded excellent bird- 
watching, with generous input from the 
Geelong FNC. In addition, four members 
participated in the recent VFNCA annual 
autumn camp, based at Howman’s Gap. 


Congratulations go to Ken Harris and the 


. Friends: group on.the publication of Flowers . .. 


and Ferns of Morwell National Park, the 
proceeds from which will assist the further 
development of the park. 


T’ll now place on record the club’s 
appreciation of many contributors, including: 


-e Bon: and Ollie--Fhompson: and: Jim-- -- 


Blucher in a particularly busy year of 
conservation activity 


e Retiring office-bearers, in particular our 
long-serving Treasurer Nora O’Reilly © 
who is not seeking re-election and 
Assistant Secretary Ron Carey 


e Naturalist editor and ‘consultant’, Gill 
and Bruce Bremner, for more innovations 
to our magazine 

e The ‘quiet contributors’, 
Beatrice Roberts for her 
- artwork contributions 


e Not least our Secretary Wendy Savage, 
ever energetic and creative. 


including 
excellent 


What of the future? 

1. We are still looking for a 
librarian/archivist: a reminder that 
storage is no great~problem following 
massive culling last year. 

2. It is up to all members to keep up 
publicity by distributing our updated 
brochure. 

3. An interesting 1997 project is our plan 
for a new tourist/visitor brochure on 
Nature Reserves of the LaTrobe Valley. 

4. With the return to democratically elected 
local government authorities, we need to 


a 
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continue advocacy for reserves such as 
Crinigan Road and Mathison Park. 

5. We need to re-focus priorities on the 
conservation front towards those 
initiatives most likely to be productive. 


Philip Rayment 


RELORT ON BUSINESS MEETING 


_.. HELD 17.3.97 
Guenie SL vase —& Excursion 
Arrangements 
Friday 25 April Rob deSouza-Daw — 
Huntsman Spiders 
Sunday 27 April . Excursion to Harrier 
Swamp; Holey Plains. Meet 10am 
Rosedale carpark in the main street. 
Friday 23 May Terri Allen — Orchids 
Saturday 24 May Excursion to Sale 


Common. Meet 10am Lake Guthridge 
carpark. 
Finance — Balance: 


~ Creme Meanie ad ge 


Invest A/c $628.86 
Conserv A/c $10,902.35 


PLEASE NOTE SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE 
NOW DUE FOR 1997 
(See back cover for details) 


Business Arising, 
General Business 


Correspondence & 


New venue for Business Meetings — Morwell 
Neighbourhood House, 17-19 Symons 
Crescent. 


Field Guide to Morwell NP book launch — 21 
March at park. Book available to members at 
special price of $15.00 


Glenmaggie & Heyfield flora reserves — 
further contact with Richard Laurier. He 
wishes to prepare signage for the significant 
Box Ironbark forest, and would like meeting 
with club members. May get an extension of 
spending grant. 


Motion to be put to AGM to increase 
magazine only subscription from $13 to $15. 


Investigate investment options for our 
investment and conservation accounts. 


Terminate our exchange of magazine with 
Northern Territory FNC and SGAP 
(Maroondah). 


Amcor Plantation Conservation Reserve 
steering committee report from Phil, jour rep. 
Botany Group will do plant survey 5" or 12 
April. 


Name Tags — ask at GM if anyone needs 
one. 


VFNCA Camp report. Very well run with 
may interesting excursions and 
knowledgeable leaders. 1998 camp at 
Marysville run by Ringwood, 1999 camp at 
Gippsland Lakes run by Sale. Skills 
workshop at Rowsley 29 September to 5 
October 1997, and at Mildura in 1998. 
Wendy to be rep on VFNCA committee for 3 
years. 


LV ‘Naturé Reserve brochure planning.’ 


Subcommittee of P Rayment, W and K 
Savage, G Bremner and L Long to meet at 
Lorna’s place 15 April at 7.30pm to start 
planning. 

Spring Camp 1998 sugestion by J Blucher to 
be at Neerim South in conjunction with their _ 
planned Walkabout group. 


Significant tree register contact will be in 
Mirboo North area looking for large E. 
regnans trees. Mirboo North newspaper - 
contacted O Thompson requesting 


information on the species for pre-publicity 
article 


The March Labour Day long weekend saw 


some eighty Victorian field naturalist, 
including four LVFNC members, converge 
on Howman’s Gap for the traditional annual 
camp. The Howman’s Gap Alpine Centre 
proved an excellent base, with spacious and 
attractive buildings in this high country 
setting below Falls Creek. The camp was 
hosted by. the Geelong club, with a wide 
range of both half-day and _ full-day 
excursions led by members of FNCV and the 
Albury/Wodonga, Ballarat, Bendigo and 
Wangaratta clubs. 


The program got off to a flying start on 
Friday night with an excellent talk by Dr 
Noel Schleiger entitled “Introduction to 
Geology of the High Plains”. He was able to 
relate the processes of continental drift and in 


Issue No. 397 April 1997 


Page 4 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist 


particular the break-up of Gondwanaland to 
smaller-scale geological processes such as 
the formation of the Victorian Alps. 


On Saturday evening, a talk on “Fraser 
Island — World Heritage” was given by John 
Sinclair, whose leading role in protecting 
Fraser Island as a World Heritage Area was 
recognized by the award of the Goldman 
Environmental Prize to him in 1993. His very 
Well illustrated presentation reminded us of 
why the conservation of this special place is 
SO important. 


A successful innovation for Sunday evening 
was a series of short slide presentations of 


~ highlights of areas to be visited.in camps and .. 


spring workshops planned for the coming 
two years. The evening concluded with 
Participants’ own contributions of highlights 
of this weekend’s activities. 


The VFNCA Annual General Meeting was 


held early on Saturday. evening. The, main. _ 


tem of business was the draft 
guidelines/constitution for the association. It 
was resolved to operate the VFNCA on this 
trial basis for the coming year. As a 
consequence, there is in place a Management 
Committee of six elected members — 
President, Secretary, Treasurer and three 
others _— and. one ex-officio position of 
Archivist. Positions are held for three years, 
with the two longest serving members 
Standing down at each AGM. The new 
President is Dick Southcombe, the Secretary 
‘Noel Schleiger and the Treasurer Geoff 
Travers. . Happily, Wendy Savage 
subsequently accepted nomination as one of 
the ordinary members — and drew the straw 


for a three-year term! (Congratulations 
Wendy!) one j 


The following future 
announced; 

1997 Spring workshop — Lady Northcote 
Recreation Camp, Rowsley (near North 
Brisbane Ranges) 29 September — 5 October 
(further details elsewhere in magazine) 

1998 Autumn camp — at Marysville, hosted 
by Ringwood FNC 

1998 Spring workshop — at Mildura, hosted 
by Sunraysia FNC 


activities were 


1999 Autumn camp — in Gippsland Lakes 
region, hosted by Sale FNC 


Write-ups of the excursions in which our 
club members participated follow this article. 
All in all, a great weekend — I suggest you 
plan for Marysville next year. 


Philip Rayment 


SATURDAY MORNING - GEOLOGY 
EXCURSION 


On Saturday morning 8" March about 25 
members of the VFNCA took the excursion 
to a basalt quarry on the Omeo road a few 
miles..south of the. Rocky .Valley. Dam...We. 
were led by geologist, Dr Noel Schleiger. As’ 
I lack much knowledge of the subject I found 
the excursion very interesting. 


The oldest rocks in Victoria are said to have 
been laid down about 550 million years ago 


(mybp). . Following ..this (the... Cambrian 


Period) thick marine sediments were 
deposited which were later folded to become 
the bedrock of today’s Alps. This process 
was repeated many times over millions of 
years. At the same time molten rock was 
intruded into the bedrock. As this cooled 
under pressure cracks accurred so that in 


many parts of the alps e.g. Mt Buffalo, there . . 


are sheer-sided canyons and amazing tors 
perched on the landscape. 


From the Carboniferous Period (250 mybp) 
erosion was the main geological process so. 
that the area became quite flattened. 
However in the Tertiary Period (65 mybp) 
vertical earth movements occurred along 
fault lines in the Earth’s crust. The area was 
uplifted and subsequently eroded to the 
present-day contours. 


w 
Our convoy of cars stopped at the foot of a 
ridge with small scatterings of granite and 
gneiss boulders and a few specimens of snow 
gums Eucalyptus pauciflora, which were 
cropped by the prevailing northerly wind; but 
our main aim was to climb up the ridge to 
see evidence of a lava flow which had 
occurred 65 mybp. Noel explained that there 
are certain points of cooling which on 
meeting cause cracks which divide the rock 


nn SSS SS 
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into close-fitting polygonal columns. Some 
of these could be quite tall, however if the 
mass is still inclined to flow, horizontal 
cracks occur thus creating columns of 
variable length. The perfect column is a 
hexagonal one but these only form in a non- 
flowing situation. Here in the basalt quarry 
they are polygons. If one notes the longest 
diameter of the cross section, this indicates 
the flow direction. Noel chipped off some 
fragments so we could see the very fine 
texture of the basalt. Much is composed of 
Biotite, a black form of mica. Blobs of 
greenish orange material indicated it was 
Olivine Basalt. As we stood at the base of 
this vast quarry we noted some of the 
columns were sloping up to 25 degrees from 
the vertical both to the left as well as the 
right whilst some in the centre were quite 
vertical. Noel said this indicated that we 
were near the point of eruption. 


As we walked across the face of the quarry 
we noted the flora growing in the basalt soil 
— the Twin-flowered Knawel Scleranthus 
biflorus, and the Silver Edelweiss Ewartia 
nubigena. There were three different species 
of lichen growing on the rocks. Noel said 
that their age can be calculated by measuring 
in millimetres the widest radii of about 20 
patches, taking the average and _ this 
represents the age in years. The ones we 
were looking at must have been several 
centuries old. Often this formula is used to 
calculate the age of tombstones. 


On the way to Mt McKay we stopped to see 
a large boulder of biotite granidorite which 
contained several ‘small intrusions of white 
felspar. These are known as xenoliths. Some 
countries, e.g. Japan refuse to accept such 
rock for their buildings, considering them to 
be inferior. We also visited ‘The Ruined 
Castle’, another lava flow with basalt 
columns. Many persons on the excursion 
expressed a wish that such geological 
formations should be preserved as national 
monuments and not used for road building. 


Mary Austin 


Sunday excursions will appear next issue 


SATURDAY AFTERNOON — ROPER’S 
LOOKOUT 


On Saturday afternoon of the VFNCA camp 
a walk to Roper’s Lookout was the choice of 
our group. The lookout is named for a high 
country family and is a basalt outcrop about 
4km from Falls Creek. We travelled by car 
from Falls Creek and over the wall of Rocky 
Valley Reservoir, and here we left the cars to 
commence a 2.5km walk to the lookout. 


It was a pleasant walk beside the aqueduct, 
one of many which drain into the reservoir. 
The Sphagnum Moss beds were drifting into 
the aqueduct. Snow Gums lined the path and 
some Trigger Plants Stylidium sp., Bluebells 
Wahlenbergia sp. and Daisy-bush Olearia 
Sp. were seen as we walked. The floral 
display of late spring and summer could only 
be imagined by us. 


A Wolf Spider was observed on the path, it 
seemed to be in attacking mode. We watched 
it for some time before moving on — no 
doubt the spider was thankful for our 
departure. Another group on Sunday saw 
another Wolf Spider with the baby spiders 
covering her back. 


We were slowly climbing to higher altitudes, 
walking was not so easy as we negotiated the 
rocks and trees. More plants noted were 
Mountain Pepper, Richea and many more. 
On reaching an alpine meadow some 
Helichrysum flowers were still a splash of 
orange in the landscape. The signs directed 
us on further to the lookout. It was a 
welcome rest when we reached our 
destination. The reward was wonderful views 
of the far mountains and Falls Creek village 
below us, with the building activity going 
ahead while good weather was still with us. 


There were few birds noted but two Flame 
Robins were flitting about the Snow Gums. 
Other bird excursions had good lists for their 
efforts. The cars were a welcome sight at the 
end of our walk. The afternoon was over but 
memories of pleasant company of members 
of Field Naturalist clubs will be lasting ones. 


Lorna Long 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Club: Contact: Meeting: 
Latrobe Valley Secretary 7.30 pm on the fourth Friday of 
FNC Inc. Mrs W Savage each month at the Moe 
re LVENC Inc. Community Health Centre, 
PO Box 1205 Fowler Street 
Morwell 3840 Moe Vic. 3825 
(03) 5634 2246 
Assistant Secretary 
Mr R Carey 
(03) 5628 5203 
Sale FNC Mrs Betty Jarvis 8 pm on the first Friday of each 
64 Powerscourt St month at Room 13, Continuing 
Maffra 3860 Education Centre, Raymond St. 
(03) 5147 2151 Sale Vic 3850 
Bairnsdale FNC Inc. Mrs Pat Tratt 8 pm on the third Friday of each 
P.O. Box 563 . month at Bairnsdale 
Bairnsdale 3875 Neighbourhood House 
(03) 5156 2683 Dalmahoy St., Bairnsdale 3875 
Subscriptions: 
Due March 31st. Payable to Honorary Treasurer Mrs N OReilly 
. RMB 7691 
Tanjil South Vic 3825 


Naturalist: $15, Family: $29, Single Member: $21, Junior Member: $15 
Half fees apply for those joining after 31 August. 
Latrobe Valley Naturalist is the official publication of the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist 
Club Inc. The Club subscription includes the "Naturalist". 
Brief contributions and short articles on any aspect of natural history are invited from 
members of all clubs. Articles, including those covering Club speakers and excursions, 
would typically be around one A4 side in length, and should not exceed 1,000 words. 
Responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed in this magazine rests 
with the author of the article. _ : a 
Contributions should be addressed to: Mrs Gill Bremner 
Editor, LV Naturalist 
PO Box 719 . 
TRARALGON VIC 3844 _ 


Phone: (03) 5195 5353 


- Front cover artwork by Beatrice Roberts - 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 


Meeting: Friday 23 May Orchids — Terri Allen 

Excursion: Saturday 24 May Sale Common or Dowd’s Morass, depending on water 
levels. Meet 10am at Lake Guthridge carpark. 

Bird Group Excursion: Monday 2 June to Lyrebird Walk. Meet 10am at Lyrebird 
Walk carpark off Strzelecki Highway near pumping station. 

Botany Group: Meets 10.00am on the Saturday following club excursion. 
For details phone Wendy Savage on (03) 5634 2246. 

Meeting: Friday 27 June Birds of Tropical Australia — Rory O’Brien 

Excursion: Saturday 28 June Edward Hunter Reserve. Meet 10am at carpark on 
Coalville Road. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK 


Action days are the second Sunday of the month. Contact Jack Brooks for details. 
Phone (03) 5623 1563. 


FRIENDS OF EDWARD HUNTER BUSH HERITAGE RESERVE 


Meet at Coalville Road carpark at 1.00pm on the second Tuesday of each month. Contact Dulcie 
Sambell for details. Phone (03) 5127 6751 


FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris (03) 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact Maurice Poulton (03) 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP 
Contacts: Clive Minton (03) 9589 4901 - home and Graeme Rowe (03) 5662 2449 - home 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contacts: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre (03) 5196 6166. 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY — 
Secretary - PO Box 233, Leongatha 3953. Phone (03) 5655 1381. 


__VENCA SKILLS WORKSHOP 29.9.97—5.10.97 AT ROWSLEY 
When Monday 29 September to Sunday 5 October 1997 

Where Lady Northcote Recreation Camp, Rowsley (near North Brisbane Ranges) 

Purpose To provide opportunity for field naturalists to develop their field activity skills through relevant and 
realistic hands-on activities, and within a broader context of environmental, learning and application 
principles. 

Program Workshop sessions and demonstrations by the various specialists in geology, flora, fauna, ecology, and 
general techniques. Emphasis on small-group field activities, with specialist assistance available as 


Special focus areas presently planned as options are: Ironbark woodland communities and ecology; 
roadside and small reserves management; dealing with land degradation; reptile studies. Leon 
Costermans and Ken Simpson are just two of the specialists participating. 

Cost Approximately $225 per person (depending on numbers $200 -$250) all found. 

Bookings: $50 deposit due 30 April, balance by 31 July. 

Cheque payable to GENC/VFNCA Rowsley should be mailed to: 

_GFNC/VFNCA Rowsley 
P O Box 1047, GEELONG 3213 Convenor: Dick Southcombe, Geelong FNC 
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The FUNGIMAP target species are the eight 
Original species, plus a further 42 species 
which are illustrated in Bruce Fuhrer’s Field 
Companion to Australian Fungi, so that 
there is a ready source of high quality 
illustrations for all species. A second update 
of 50 species will be produced when further 
illustrations become available. The list will 
eventually be expanded to also cover some 
Tare species. 


Records of all target species from all parts 
of Australia, recent or old, are requested. 
Some of the additional species are not so 
distinctive as the original eight species and 
some recorders may wish to limit themselves 
to the more obvious species. Remember to 
Indicate if you are in any doubt about the 
identification of a record, and in such cases it 
18 best to send a photo. 


ORIGINAL EIGHT (illustrated in 
FUNGIMAP colour brochure — in addition, 
all species except for Amanita muscaria and 
Battarraea Stevenii are also illustrated in the 
Field Companion. 


Amanita muscaria 
Amanita xanthocephela 
Aseroe rubra 
Battarraea stevenii 
€rmocybe austroveneta 
Mycena interrupta 
Omphalina chromacea 
Omphalotus nidiformis 


ADDITIONS MARCH 1997 (illustrated in 
Tuce Fuhrer’s Field Companion to 
Australian Fungi [published by FNCV)). 


Agaricus xanthodermus 
auroderma rude 
Anthurus archeri 
Armillaria luteobubalina 
cocoryne sarcoides 
Banksiamyces macrocarpa 
Boletellus obscurecoccineus 
Calostoma fuscum 
Cordyceps gunnii 
Cordyceps hawkesii 
Cortinarius austroalbidus (in Field 
Companion as C.albidus) 


Cortinarius radicatus 

Cortinarius rotundisporus 

Cyttaria gunnii 

Fistulina hepatica 

Gymnopilus pampeanus 

Hericium clathroides 

Hygrophotus gracile (in Field Companion as 
Clathrus cibarius) 

Leotia lubrica 

Lepista nuda 

Macrotyphula juncea (in Field Companion as 
Clavariadelphus) 

Marasmius oreades 

Microporus xanthopus 

Morchella elata/conica (in Field Companion 
as Morchella sp.) 

Mucronella pendula (in Field Companion as 
Myxomycidium pendulum) 

Mycena austrororida 

Mycoacia subceracea 

Neolentinus dactyloides (in Field Companion 
as Lentinus terrestris) 

Oudemansiella radicata 

Panus fasciatus (in Field Companion as 
Lentinus fasciatus) 

Piptoporus australiensis 

Piptopotus maculatissimus 

Podaxis pistillaris 

Podoserpula pusio 

Poronia ericii (in Field Companion as P. 
punctata) 

Pseudohydnum gelatinosum 

Schizophyllum commune 

Tremella fuciformis 

Tremella mesenterica 

Vibrissea bicolor 

Volvariella speciosa 


FUNGIMAP NEWSLETTER 
DECEMBER 1996 


At 1.12.96 431 records had been received for 
the eight species of fungi under review. 


Funding has been received to produce a 
booklet of 100 species which will be included 
in FUNGIMAP in the future. This booklet 
will be produced this year and will probably 
sell for $40.00 — the estimated cost of colour 
photocopying. 


Fungi Joke of the Month: 
Patient: Doctor, is it all right to eat 
mushrooms? 


rn nn 
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Doctor: Oh yes, you can eat mushrooms.... 
it’s just that with some you can only eat them 


once. 


UNWELCOME VISITOR is 


On the club bird day in February we went to 
Crinigan Road Reserve. During the morning 
we heard a bird call of a continuous piping 
sound. After some time Val Larson located 
the bird on a bare branch. It was an immature 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo. We were all able to get a 
very good view of the bird. While we were 
watching a Lewin’s Honeyeater came and 
fed the Cuckoo. As the Cuckoo 255 to 
270mm long and the Honeyeater is 200 to 
215mm long we wondered how many 
Honeyeaters were trying to feed this bird 
whose egg had obviously been laid in the 
Honeyeater’s nest. This, of course, is typical 
of cuckoos. Over 100 species of australian 
birds are known to have their nests 
parasitized by cuckoos. 


Bon Thompson 


It was with sadness that we learnt of the 
death of Bill Smith, a long time member of 
our club. Bill and wife Norma lived in 
Yallourn and were members of our club. 
After their retirement they moved to Eagle 
Point and became members of the Bairnsdale 
FNC. They continued their membership of 
our club and came down for our Christmas 
breakups each year until Norma’s health 
prevented the long trip. They were regular 
participants on the January camps until very 
recent times. 


We extend our sympathy to Norma and 
family. 


Bon Thompson 


On a perfect autumn day in May nine 
members of the bird group met at Blue Rock 
Dam. Amongst the 38 species of birds 
identified the less common were the 
Mistletoe Bird, White-plumed and Yellow- 


tufted Honeyeaters, Tree Martins, Wedge- 
tailed Eagle and Bell Miners. 


Bon Thompson 


Friday 23 May. Terri Allen — Orchids 


Saturday 24 May. Excursion to Sale 
Common or Dowd’s Morass, depending on 
water levels. Meet 10am Lake Guthridge 
carpark. 

Friday 27 June. Rory O’Brien — Birds of 
Tropical Australia 


Saturday 28 June. Excursion to Edward 
Hunter Reserve. Meet 10am at carpark on 
Coalville Road. Dulcie Sambell to lead? 


Finance — Balance 


Cheque A/c ~ $ 541.87 
Invest A/c $ 628.86 
Conserv A/c $10,962.35 


PLEASE NOTE SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE 
NOW DUE FOR 1997 
(See back cover for details) 


Business Arising, 
General Business 


Correspondence & 


Copies of Brodribb Rd wetlands letter to Mr 
Fryer sent to Kevin Jones and Morwell- 
Churchill Corridor Group. Should send one 
to Mr Stockdale, Minister responsible for 
SECV. 


Amcor Plantation Conservation Reserve 
botany group survey report — covered NW 
boundary and track along upper reaches of 
reserve. List of 69 plants sent off. Return 
possibly October. 


LV Nature Reserves brochure planning 
meeting report — proposed name Latrobe 
Region Nature Guide, to include places in 
easy half day trip from LV centre. Will 
prepare concept plan to present to Council 
and investigate costs to print 2000 and 5000. 


Venue for Business Meeting to be Migrant 
Resource Centre, 100-102 Buckley St, 
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Morwell, which is free of charge and more 
central. An annual donation may be 
appropriate. 


Investment of Club money - _ no 
constitutional restrictions. Will ask new 
Treasurer to follow up. 


Club name tags — 3 interested; will check for 
more at GM then proceed. 


Graham Brooks, SEC administrator wants 

list of members. Send Club history and total 

Membership (not names) and note that we 

have been in contact with Mr Fryer since 
0. 


VFNCA campout — will send our writeups to 
Ern Perkins of VFNCA. 


National Heritage Trust information — keep 
for reference next year. 


Moe ~ Region Motor Sport Complex 
feasibility study — members attended meeting 
and will await plans to decide action. 


Librarian/archivist position will be filled by 
Ellie Carey in 2 months’ time. 


Treasurer position — Bruce Adams will 
consider and answer later. 


Flowers and Ferns of Morwell NP will be on 
sale at meeting. 


Report from Conservation Coordinator 
(Bon Thompson) 


Received copy of letter by Rob deSouza- 
Daw to AP Plantations to be included in 
Club records. Letter detailed suggestions for 
Management of their forests, especially 
Glendonald Road Churchill Pine Plantation 
and Luxford Pond, Delburn with respect to 
fauna, particularly frog fauna. 


Received copies of public notices in Age re 
Park Management and Proposed Water 
Supply Protection By-law 1997. 


Roadside assessment for LaTrobe Shire 
Council is well under way. 


J Blucher, E Coggan, O and B Thompson 
met Col Murray re environment assessment 
of proposed LaTrobe Region Motor Sport 
Complex feasibility study. 


J Blucher attended Hazelwood Power 
Environmental meeting. 


SUNDAY MORNING —- HIGH PLAINS 
EXCLUSION PLOTS EXCURSION 


On Sunday morning of the VFNCA camp, a 
very popular excursion to the high plains 
exclusion plots was led by John Morgan. 
John is a graduate student in the School of 
Botany at the University of Melbourne, 
researching low-country grasslands — alpine 
grasslands are his hobby! 


Our convoy’s first stop on the FallsCreek- 
Omeo road was near the start of the track to 
Wallace’s hut. John explained that early 
visitors to the high plains including Von 
Mueller and Brown recognized their value 
for cattle grazing, and leases were allocated 
from c.1860. Concerns soon emerged over 
the effect of huge numbers of stock — 
typically 15,000 head of cattle, 15,000 horses 
and, incredibly, 100,000 sheep at one time. 
(Compare this with the present limit of 4,000 
head.) Late summer burns were also 
conducted, to encourage pasture growth, 
fortunately this century has seen much re- 
growth of eucalypts. By early this century, 
sheep were banned. In the 1940’s the Soil 
Conservation Authority (SCA) was 
concerned about the levels of erosion and the 
consequent threat to water storages. Maisie 
Fawcett set up a series of exclusion pots 
around 1945, thereby initiating long-term 
ecological studies which continue to this day. 
Maisie was apparently quite a character who 
had to ride up to the high plains from Omeo 
on horseback and could keep up with the 
stockmen in the pubs! She worked for the 
SCA until retirement in 1979, and then 
intensified her research in association with 
the Melbourne Botany School up until her 
death in about 1988. 
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At this first stop, we first inspected a grazed 
control site, a small catchment basin (almost 
a bog) and containing many wetland plants 
including epacris, baeckea, rushes and 
sphagnum. Monitoring every five years has 
shown that this site has changed little since 
1945. The nearby ungrazed comparison site 
has a similar species diversity, but the grazed 
site not surprisingly has reduced incidences 
of many selectively eaten plants. On grazed 
areas, cattle treads expose peat and 
eventually bedrock, then streams form which 
allow water to pass too rapidly through bogs, 
which then dry out. We saw evidence of 
baeckea die-back near treads. 


John explained that excluding stock initially 
encourages growth of shrubs such as Alpine 
Star-bush Asterolasia trymalioides (which he 
called cows’ ice-cream!) and _ grevelleas. 
Then, later, grasses and small alpine plants 
will become more prevalent under them. The 


exclusion zones are also important for fauina 


conservation — the rare alpine she-oak skink 
is found in increasing numbers. 

John also mentioned that studies of core 
samples indicate that fires occurred 
infrequently in the areas, perhaps once in 200 
years. Most plants here are relatively fire- 
tolerant, unless the peat is burnt down to the 
bedrock. The pools contained little life, being 
very acidic (pH around 4.5). 


Our second stop was at the Pretty Valley 
grassland plot. John explained that the 
monitoring at this site is very tedious, using 
Levy pointing with a 3mm diameter pin at 
approximately 2500 points both in the plot 
and in the grazed control; at every point, the 
species touching the pin are recorded. We 
observed that the plot contained far more 
Snow Daisies Brachycome nivalis, and more 
Scaly Buttons Leptorhynchos squamatus, 
Billy-buttons Craspedia glauca, and Alpine 
Lettuce. Another key difference was the 
greater size of grevilleas and leucopogons 
inside the plot. 


Our final stop was at the ‘New Species’ 
exclusion plot, approximately 5Ha in area, 
established in 1981. It contains an erosion 
pavement below a sphagnum bog slope. It is 
thought that the erosion pavement may have 
existed before cattle grazing started. The 


platforms are eroded close to bedrock, but 
support such plants as the Alpine Marsh- 
marigold Caltha introloba, which grows 
under snow, Alpine Sundew Drosera arcturi, 
and Silky Daisy Celmisia sericophylla. The 
heath Epacris glacialis is the common shrub 
here. 


All in all, a terrific excursion led by a real 
expert — also an interesting follow-up to a 
LV/Bairnsdale clubs excursion led by Dr 
Linden Gillbank some years ago. 


Philip Rayment 


SUNDAY AFTERNOON - WALLACE’S 
HUT TO LANGFORDS PLAIN 


We left most of the cars at the junction of 
Wallace’s Hut Track with the Omeo road. 
From here it is only 750 metres to the hut 
which is set in a most attractive spot near 
some very old Snowgums with huge trunks, 
quite unlike any others I’ve seen elsewhere. 
A few bushwalkers had set up hike tents 
amongst the trees and it was a most inviting 
campsite. 


Wallace’s hut is the oldest of the cattlemen’s 
huts in the Falls Creek area, and has a 
National Heritage order on it. It was built by 
the Wallace family in 1889 from Snowgum 
timber with Alpine Ash roof shingles. In the 
early days of the SEC it was used as a base 
for ski racing by Austrian employees using 
wooden planks as skis. 


The track from the hut meanders down 
through the trees to the aqueduct, spanned 
by a little wooden bridge, and inhabited by 
some small native fish zooming up and down 
- quite a busy highway! 


We followed the aqueduct for several 
kilometres along a very pleasant pathway 
bordered by Snowgums with bark beginning 
to show signs of its autumn colour change. 
The combination of warm sunny days and 
frosty nights triggers a chemical change in 
the bark, so we have trees with green leaves 
and glorious autumn-toned bark - daring to 
be different! Along the way we saw (aptly 
named) Rusty Pods Hovea longifolia, Tall 
Rice Flower Pimelea ligustrina, Bossiaea 
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understorey beneath the Snowgums, Royal 
Grevillea G. victoriae and Leucopogon 
montanus with its tiny red berries (called 
Snow Beard-heath by an ‘almost local’ from 
Albury, but referred to as Smooth Beard- 
heath in Galbraith). The berries are very 
popular with much of the local wildlife and 
were abundantly evident in various scats. 


Where the track emerged from the trees 
along the side of the valley we were lucky 
enough to catch a glimpse of several White- 
throated Needletails swooping quite low - a 
Sure sign of a weather change according to 
an old farmer friend. Invisible to the naked 
eye, the larger group higher up resembled 
flying ants when viewed through the 
binoculars. 


An idly curious fossick into some pimelea 
seed pods revealed a minute red speck which 
Moved about, and on close inspection 
through a hand lens turned out to be a superb 
little “beetle” with gold flecks through the red 
~ truly beauty in miniature. 


Nearing Langfords Plain we spotted a largish 
skink, and then a couple of metres further on 
a black snake - both vanished into the 
trackside vegetation very quickly. A few 
Metres further again a very chubby ‘wingless’ 
Stasshopper painted in high gloss red and 
lue posed beautifully, and two Flame 

obins in mufti (mother with offspring I 
think) watched us unconcernedly from their 
Ow tree branch as we passed by. 


At the end of our walk at Langfords Plain the 
drivers were ferried back to collect the 
Vehicles left near Wallace’s Hut, and 
Sradually the Field Naturalists perched along 
the rocks in the sun munching afternoon tea 

‘Spersed in small groups, as our transport 
atived to take us back to Howmans Gap 
after a most rewarding afternoon in a lovely 
Part of the high country. 


Gill Bremner 


LIFE UNDER THESEA He ate 


ae Brent spoke to us about an area which 
OSt of us will never visit. In her work as a 
amine research Officer she is involved in 
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studying Marine Parks. Her talk brought the 
underwater world alive for us. 


Compared to the sensitive or endangered 
land- areas which are protected in National 
and State Parks and Reserves the figure of 
0.5% of the marine environment, which has 
such protection, seems very small. 


In Victoria we have the most diverse marine 
environment in the world. In a 10m square 
area 800 different species could be found, 
many of them un-named. Much of Kate’s 
work is in Port Phillip Bay, where she visits 
such Marine Reserves as Pope’s Eye, an 
artificial construction, intended for 
fortifications. This structure is now home to 
a diverse population of creatures. 


Kate showed slides among which were such 

wonders as: 

e Akelp forest — the fastest growing forest 
in the world 

e Soft coral in fantastic and beautiful 
colours 

e A seahorse on sea grass 

e Sea sponges, sea squirts in magnificent 
colours 
A blue damsel fish 

e Sea dragons, sea moths and beautiful 
anemones 


We do not appreciate the richness on our 
doorstep, the resources of which are not 
unlimited. We must learn and learn quickly 
how best to manage our underwater heritage. 
At present we are putting great pressure on 
Port Phillip Bay. Coastal development — 
South-east Melbourne 200% in 20 years — 
must be contained, dumping of rubbish must 
cease, sewerage and storm water run-off 
must be managed better. 


There are dire implications for Westernport 
Bay which has lost 85% of its sea grass 
which is a nursery area for fish. Shellfish are 
being depleted and there is a considerable 
black market in abalone. 


Ballast water from ships is responsible for 
introducing pest species into Port Phillip 
Bay. Thirty-five species have been 
introduced. The state government is now 
looking into this matter. The large number of 
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filter feeders may be causing subtle changes 
in the way nutrients are consumed. We do 
not know much about fish habitat and the 
food chain and it is not easy to investigate. 


Overfishing must be contained. Species such 
as Blue Fin Tuna and Orange Ruffy are over 
exploited. 


Knowledge of our marine heritage must be 
gained as fast as possible if we are to save 
marine habitats for generations to come. 


Florence Blucher 


Our bird group meets the first Monday of the 
month at various locations in “The Valley’ 

and sometimes beyond. Average sightings 33 
birds, our largest count at Lake Guthridge, 
Sale was 54. 


We saw no raptors on the way to the 
Summer camp at Omeo, or on the return 
journey, although temperatures were high. 
However Bairnsdale club saw a Peregrine 
Falcon near the Chinese Diggings, also three 
Diamond Firetails which are becoming rare. 
Also spotted — a family of White-naped 
Honeyeaters, juveniles and immatures. On 
the last day we saw a Black-shouldered Kite 
as we returned to Omeo. 


Elsie Coggan 


HAZELWOOD POWER 
-ENVIRONMEN TAL REVIEW 


Meeting held 20.3.97 


Points of interest — 


e The continued dry weather enabled good 
progress on removal of overheight 
overburden but has delayed tree planting. 

e The dust precipitators are 40 years old 
and a rebuild is being considered so that 
their performance will meet modern 
expectations. 

e A copy of the draft Environmental 
Improvement Plan was tabled for 
comment. 


e Further development of the “Lily Pond’ is 
in abeyance pending reply from SEC 
‘shell’. 

e Universal Greening is considering 
moving its operations from inside the 
Open cut. 

e Environmental training of the work force 
is proceeding and is being well received. 

e The coal reserves are adequate for at 
least 20 years. 

e Itis envisaged that wetlands destroyed by 
the coal winning shall be replaced by 
developing other sites. 

e Despite the widely held view that mining 
reduces the biodiversity Hazelwood 
Power is enhancing biodiversity through 
planting native grasses, local species of 
trees and creation of wetlands. 


J Blucher 


On the bird day on 2 December butterflies 
were almost as plentiful as birds. The most 
common butterfly on the day was the Sword- 
grass Brown. This is within the area where 
this butterfly is recorded — we were in the 
Moondarra State Park. 


The black and white butterfly with the yellow 
markings was, we think, the Caper White 
mentioned in Ken Harris’s article in the 
Nov/Dec issue of the Latrobe valley 
Naturalist. 


Bon Thompson 


PLEASE NOTE — 1997 
SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE 
NOW DUE 


(Please see back cover for details) 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 

Meeting: Friday 27 June Birds of Tropical Australia — Rory O’Brien 

Excursion: Saturday 28 June Edward Hunter Reserve. Meet 10am at carpark on 
Coalville Rd. Dulcie Sambell to lead. Lunch at Apex Park 
for availability of shelters and toilets. BBQ there if desired. 


Bird Group Excursion: Monday 7 July to Wirilda. Meet 10am at comer Clark’s Rd 
and Tyers-Yallourn North Rd. 

Botany Group: Meets 10.00am on the Saturday following club excursion. 
For details phone Wendy Savage on (03) 5634 2246. 

Meeting: Friday 25 July ~ Orange-bellied Parrots — Kaye Trainor & Martin O’Brien 

Excursion: Saturday 26 July APM Settlement Ponds. Meet 10am at parking area near 
oval in Maryvale Road 


Sunday 24 August — Green’. s Bush Bus Trip — please put your name on the list now. 
This is our second Sunday excursion for the year. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK 


Action days are the second Sunday of the month. Contact Jack Brooks for details. 
Phone (03) 5623 1563. 


FRIENDS OF EDWARD HUNTER BUSH HERITAGE RESERVE 
Meet at Coalville Road carpark at 1.00pm on the second Tuesday of each month. Contact Dulcie 
Sambell for details. Phone (03) 5127 6751 


FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK. Contact: Ken Harris (03) 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact Maurice Poulton (03) 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP 
Contacts: Clive Salim (03) 9589 4901 - home and Graeme Rowe oy) 5662 2449 - ome 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contacts: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre (03) 5196 6166. 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY i 
Secretary - PO Box 233, Leongatha 3953. Phone (03) 5655 1381. 


PLEASE NOTE — SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE FOR 1997 


(See back cover for details) 
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1. Launch of Flowers and Ferns of 
Morwell National Park 


On Friday 21 March, a good crowd 
gathered at Fosters Gully picnic area in 
Morwell NP at 5.30pm for the launch of a 
very significant new field guide. Flowers 
and Ferns of Morwell National Park, 
written and photographed by Ken Harris 
and published by the Friends of Morwell 
National Park, was launched by Mr Keith 
Hamilton, MLA for Morwell. It was good 
to see the presence of representatives of 
organizations which either sponsored the 
publication or underwrote part of the 
costs, including in the latter group this 
club. 


Both Ken and the Friends group are to be 
congratulated on the project. The book is 
particularly attractive in presentation and 
is the result of some eleven years work on 
Ken’s part, including photographing all 
384 species included. Each photograph is 
annotated with the scientific and common 
Species names and a brief indication of 
location and habitat. The comprehensive 
index also lists the small number of 
Species recorded by the author but not 
Photographed, and indicates introduced 
species. 


Club members can purchase the book at a 
concessional price. 


2. Talk by Ken Harris 


That same night, the occasion of our 
annual general meeting, Ken very 
fittingly spoke on the subject of the flora 
of the park, against a background of the 


work of the Friends group including of 
course the publication of the field guide. 
The very comprehensiveness of the guide 
makes the few omissions of interest, 
given Ken’s decision to include only 
photographs taken within the park. He 
drew our attention to three omissions, of 
fairly common plants, Holly Lomatia, 
Yertchuk (flowers inaccessible!) and 
Slender Sun-orchid. Ken also explained 
that nearly one hundred other species 
have been listed by others, without being 
recorded during his own intensive 
fieldwork since 1985. 


Ken noted also the magnificent work of 
the Friend group in planting 1500-2000 
trees every year over the last eight years, 
which is now having a very visible 
impact. 


Fortunately, the idea of - eventually 
producing a field guide occurred to Ken 
early in his association with the park. 
Even so, he missed his only opportunity 
(early in the piece) to photograph the 
Tiger Orchid Diuris sulphurea in the park 
because of a previous shot captured 
elsewhere! 


The guide includes weeds, in order to 
help novices identify any plant which they 
might come across. These include four 
species not previously recorded in 
Victoria. 


Following, this introduction, Ken took us 
on three illustrated ‘walks’ in the park, 
first around the Fosters Gully Track, then 
along the Stringybark Ridge Track (with 
some side excursions) and finally down 
the zig-zag access track into Billy’s 
Creek from Jumbuk Road. 
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In Fosters Gully, Ken highlighted the 
scattering of some enormous Cherry 
-Ballarts, yet a seemingly complete 
absence of small specimens. The Sweet 
Pittosporum P. undulatum is important, 
as the biggest and best butterfly orchid 
plants are to be found growing on it. Ken 
has made a careful study of this orchid, 
Sarcochilus australis, and estimates that 
there are of the order of 10,000 plants in 
the park. However it is vulnerable 
because its rate of setting seed is 
extremely low. This section of the park 
supports many species of native orchids, 
and an interesting assortment of ferns, 
including the Gypsy fern and some filmy 
ferns. Beyond Lyndon’s Clearing is to be 
found one of the rare plants of the park, 
the Oval-leafed Fork-fern Tmesipteris 
ovata. 


On the Stringybark Ridge, a delightful 
find for Ken was the only known record 
of the Cobra Greenhood Pterostylis 
grandiflora in the park. Higher on the 
ridge, the Little Grass-tree is important, 
and sometimes the Tall Greenhood will 
grow well in the middle of it, perhaps 
because of protection from grazing. Ken 
occasionally diverted to fauna, remarking 
that the quiet walker may come upon an 
echidna and outlining his experiences 
successfully photographing a lace monitor 
which was unable to escape because it 
was on the underside of a sloping trunk! 


On the zig-zag track, we first came upon 
a mass of Austral Indigo /ndigophera 
australis, and then the Derwent 
Speedwell Derwentia derwentiana which 
can grow to approximately 1 metre on 
steep banks. A rare plant in the park is 
the climbing (purple) apple-berry 
Billardiera longiflora. The but but 


Eucalyptus bridgesiana is the main home 
of the creeping mistletoe in this area. 
Lower down, purple-top verbena is a 
major weed problem, growing here on 
dry steep slopes, as is Douglas’ 
Nightshade Solanum douglasii, with ripe 
berries throughout the year. On a steep 
cliff above Billy’s Creek is to be found an 
isolated cluster of the native Pelargonium 
australe. 


I have mentioned only a tiny proportion of 
the observations in Ken’s extremely 
comprehensive ‘rambles’ in the park, 
drawing, on his extensive photographic 
records. 


3. Excursion to Morwell NP 


To complete our weekend’s celebration 
of the park, Ken Harris led a late 
afternoon and evening excursion on the 
Saturday following the book launch. It 
was a pleasure to greet Margaret and 
Graham Rowe and a friend, over from 
Leongatha, on arrival at the Fosters Gully 
picnic area. 


By the time we set out, a good-sized 
group had gathered. Ken led us along the 
first part of the Stringybark Ridge Track, 
heading for the western boundary of the 
park. Despite the extremely dry 
conditions, some leaves and roots of the 
butterfly orchid were evident in the 
stretch before the gully crossing. 


Whilst exploring the boundary area, Ken 
pointed out the tree at which he had been 
able to photograph a lace monitor (see 
above). A variety of birds were found, 
including lots of Grey Fantails, a White- 
throated Treecreeper climbing up a 
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Slender sapling, a Varied Sitella and 
Scarlet and Yellow Robins. 


A good number of the small grass-tree 
Xanthorrhoea minor grow close to the 
boundary fence track, encouraged by 
good light; we found a couple in flower. 
The youngest member of our party found 
a Wood Scorpion Cercophonius squama. 


Retuming to the picnic area, we enjoyed 
a barbecue together during a thankfully 
somewhat milder evening than the 
previous one! 


Suitably refreshed by nightfall, Ken then 
led us in a clockwise direction around the 
Fosters Gully Track. Making good use of 
a spotlight, he was able to show us a 
Common Bronzewing, high up in the 
trees, two Ringtail Possums, with red 
eyes in the beam, and three Greater 
Gliders at various sites. Not far past 
Lyndon’s Clearing, Rob deSouza-Daw 
found a Banjo frog, probably female, near 
the track and well away from its no doubt 
preferred wetter habitat! 


On arrival back at the car park, it was a 
Pleasure to thank Ken for leading a 
delightful excursion. 


Philip Rayment 


On this very fine Sunday during a drought 
in Gippsland, the bird-observing was of 
More interest than the botany, but even so 
Some of the birds were heard rather than 
seen. 


First up we walked around Harrier 
Swamp, about two kilometres, and of 
course one of the birds seen was the 
Swamp Harrier. Others observed were 
the White-eared Honeyeater, New 
Holland Honey-eater and White-throated 
Treecreeper. Of interest botanically was a 
form of Banksia marginata with leaf 
edges rolled under, growing close to a 
more usual form. There were a couple of 
Parsons Bands Orchids flowering and we 
also noted the uncommon eucalypt £. 
consideniana Yertchuk, or more 
descriptively Prickly Stringybark. 


Next was Merriman’s Creek and it was 
on the way there that we saw the yellow 
and brown of Bossiaea heterophylla 
flowering profusely. At the corer of. 
South Boundary Road and Jacks Track 
there was some botanical interest. The 
Sticky Boronia B. anemonifolia was in 
flower, although the flowers were 
extremely small, and the leaves too. It is 
also notable for its hairiness. There was a 
rare prostanthera here too — P.aff. 
denticulata — understood to be still 
unnamed. Few plants were found and it 
was suffering from heavy grazing. 


Last stop was Holey Hill where we found 
Pomaderris humilis — also tare and also 
suffering heavy grazing, from wallabies 
possibly. Plants were about 120mm high. 
Crescent Honeyeater, Red Wattlebird 
were noted hereabouts and there was a 
thornbill, but which one was hard to 
specify. A couple of swamp wallabies 
were seen as we drove around. 


Attendance was 12 including 2 from Sale 
Field Naturalists Club and a Japanese 
visitor. The organizer was Phil Rayment. 


Ron Carey | 
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General Meeting & Excursions 


Friday 27 June. Rory O’Brien — Birds of 
Tropical Australia 


Saturday 28 June. Excursion to Edward 
Hunter Reserve. Meet 10am at carpark on 
Coalville Road. Dulcie Sambell will lead. 
Lunch at Apex Park for availability of 
shelters and toilets, and BBQ if desired. 


Friday 25 July. Kaye Trainor & Martin 
O’Brien — Orange-bellied Parrots 


Saturday 26 July. Excursion to APM 
Settlement Ponds. Meet 10am at parking 
area near oval in Maryvale Road. 


Sunday 24 August — Bus trip to 
Green’s Bush. Put your name on the list 


now for this great excursion. 


Finance — Balance 


Cheque A/c $680.03 
Investment A/c $1829.83 
Conservation A/e $10,902.35 


PLEASE NOTE SUBSCRIPTIONS 
ARE NOW DUE FOR 1997 
(See back cover for details) 


Business Arising, Correspondence & 
General Business 


Copy of Brodribb Rd Wetlands letter sent 
to Mr Stockdale, minister responsible for 
SECV. 


LV Nature Reserve brochure planning 


Phil preparing concept plan, and letter 
has been sent to Geelong club. 
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Migrant Resource Centre booking for 
Business Meetings has been formalised 
and dates approved for rest of 1997. 
Consider donation of $5 per meeting 
when booking next dates in November. 


Natural Heritage Trust — details of grant 
applications received. Will approach 
Morwell-Churchill Corridor group to 
consider Brodribb Rd Wetlands 
application. 


Welcoming letter for new members to be 
prepared for inclusion in first Naturalist. 


Grassland Interpretive signs for Dawson, 

Fulham, Munro and Eric Lubcke 

Reserve. Contacted by Gail Gatt 

inquiring about amount of grant money . 
available, as work is in progress. Replied 

that we received grant money of 
$7200.00 in June 1994. 


Purpose of 3 Vice Presidents in the club 
was discussed. To be considered next 
meeting after looking at constitution. 


Report from Conservation Coordinator 
(Bon Thompson) 


Responded to Environment Australia re 
harvesting and export of Dicksonia 
antarctica, Blechnum nudum and 
Polystichum proliferum. 


Met with John Lawson re management 
plan of Traralgon Railway Reservoir 
Conservation Reserve, grants and further 
census work. 


Received copy of Mirboo North Times 


with article on “Big Tree at Gunyah’ and 
thanking members for their help. 
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Noted article in Age re replacement of 
Land Conservation Council with new 
Organization to advise on Victoria’s land 
and resource management (Environment 
Conservation Council). ECC’s brief may 
involve a stronger focus on commercial 
development. 


Met with Kevin Brown of Yallourn 
Energy to discuss local species of plants 
Suitable for planting on overburden and 
also in wet area on Latrobe Road. 


Four members met with Colin Murray of 
Motor Sport complex re report from club 
on environmental aspects of the project. 
Also carried out some census work. 


There are a couple of corrections to the 
March 1997 additions list which 
appeared in the May edition of The 
Naturalist (the editor goofed — my 
apologies!) 


Hygrophorus lewellinae was left out 
altogether. : 

Hygrophorus gracile (in Field 
Companion as Clathrus cibarius) should 
Tead Jleodictyon gracile (in Field 
Companion as Clathrus cibarius) 


(ORCHARD’S BLOCK) 
Native Plants 

Acacia melanoxylon Blackwood 
Acaciq verniciflua Vamish Wattle 
Acacia verticillata Prickly Moses 


Acaena novae-zelandia Bidgee-widgee Burr 


Asperula scorparia Prickly Woodruff 
Brachyscome decipiens Field Daisy 
Calochlaena dubia Common Ground-fern 
Cassinea aculeata Common Cassinea 
Cassinea longifolia Shiny Cassinea 
Clematis aristata Mountain Clematis 
Coprosma quadrifida Prickly Currant-bush 
Cotula australis Common Cotula 
Cyathea australis Rough Treefern 


Cynoglossum latifolium Forest Hound’s-tongue 
Derwentia derwentiana Derwent Speedwell 
Dianella tasmanica _—_ Tasman Flax-lily 
Eucalyptus cypellocarpa Mountain Grey-gum 
Eucalyptus globulus ssp bicostata Eurabbi 


Eucalyptus obliqua Messmate 
Eucalyptus radiata Narrow-leaf 
Peppermint 

Geranium potentilloides Cinquefoil Cranesbill 
Geranium solanderi Austral Cranesbill 
Gonocarpos humilis Shade Raspwort 
Goodenia ovata Hop Goodenia 
Hydrocotyle hirta Hairy Pennywort 
Juncus procerus Tall Rush 
Juncus subsecundus Finger Rush 
Kunzea ericoides  Burgun 


Lepidosperma laterale Sword-sedge 
Leptospermum continentale Prickly Tea- 
tree 

Lomandra longifolia Spiny-headed 
Matrush 

Microleana stipoides Weeping Grass 


Myosatis australis Austral Forget-me- 
not 
Olearia argophylla Musk Daisy-bush 


Olearia lirata Snow Daisy-bush 
Ozanthamnus ferrugineus Tree 
Everlasting 

Poa australis Tussock Grass 
Polystichum proliferum Mother Shield- 
fern 

Pomaderris aspera Hazel 
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Pteridium esculentum Austral Bracken 


Pterostylis curta Blunt Greenhood 
Pultenea juniperina Prickly Bush-pea 
Rubus parvifolius Small-leaf Bramble 
Senecio biserratus Jagged Fireweed 
Senecio hispidulus Rough Fireweed 


Senecio pinnatifolius Variable Fireweed 
Senecio quadridentatus Cotton Fireweed 
Tetrarrhena accuminata Pointed Wire-grass 
Tetrarrhena juncea __ Forest Wire-grass 
Thuidium furfurosum Moss 

Veronica calycina Hairy Speedwell 
Viola hederacea Ivy-leaf Violet 
Wahlenbergia gracilis Sprawling Bluebell 


Introduced Plants 


Centaurium tenuiflorum Centaury 
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle 
Cyperus eragrostis Umbrella Sedge 
Dactylis glomerata Cocksfoot 
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire Fog 
Hypochoeris glabra Smooth Cat’s-ear 
Hypochoeris radicata Cat’ s-ear 

Lotus uliginosus Greater Bird’s-foot 
Trefoil 

Oxalis corniculata Yellow Wood- 
sorrel 

Plantago lanceolata Ribwort 
Prunella vulgaris _ Self-heal 
Raphanus raphanistrum Wild Radish 


Rubus sp. Blackberry 
Garden Escapes 
Ajuga reptans Bugle 


Dianthus sp. (probably chinensis) Maiden 
Pink 
Pilea cadieri Aluminium Plant 


As the weather was wet this census only 
covers the area adjacent to Lays Road and 


the old Grand Ridge Road into the block as 
far as it is passable. This accounts for the 
number of introduced plants. The census 
was carried out by eight members on 
Saturday 5 April, 1997. 


Bon Thompson 


Early in May when the weather was dry I 
drove to the old Bruntons bridge on the 
Thomson River, having seen it featured in 
an RACV magazine one time. 


To get there I left the Tyers-Rawson Road 
and followed the Cowwarr Road for about 
4km, then followed the Bruntons Bridge 
Road for another 4km. The latter was a 
little rough due to the uneveness of the . 
rocky base but our 2WD Subaru managed. 
I found particular interest there in a couple 
of pleasant bird sightings and a nice flower. 


On a narrow wooded ridge on the 
Bruntons Bridge Road I came across some 
Spotted Quail-thrushes — their markings 
eminently suitable for the dappled-light 
environment amongst the leaf litter. They 
were readily observable, staying around 
even though I stopped the car nearby. Both 
sexes were represented, the females with a 
chestnut patch and the males with a dark 
streak. Near the river there were quite a 
few Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters, always 
good to look at because of their rich 
colouring. In the same area were a few 
plants of Crowea exalata with their waxy 
pink flowers in profusion. This plant seems 
to like the well-drained, possibly clayey 
conditions near the Thomson River. 


Ron Carey 


Issue No. 398 May 1997 


Page 6 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist 


DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Club: Contact: Meeting: 
Latrobe Valley Secretary 7.30 pm on the fourth Friday of 
ENC Inc. Mrs W Savage each month at the Moe 
LVFNC Inc. Community Health Centre, 
PO Box 1205 Fowler Street 
Morwell 3840 Moe Vic. 3825 
(03) 5634 2246 
Assistant Secretary 
Mr R Carey 
(03) 5628 5203 
Sale FNC Mrs Betty Jarvis 8 pm on the first Friday of each 
64 Powerscourt St month at Room 13, Continuing 
Maftra 3860 Education Centre, Raymond St. 
(03) 5147 2151 Sale Vic 3850 
Bairnsdale FNC Inc. Mrs Pat Tratt 8 pm on the third Friday of each 
P.O. Box 563 month at Bairnsdale 
Bairnsdale 3875 Neighbourhood House 
(03) 5156 2683 Dalmahoy St., Bairnsdale 3875 
Subscriptions: 
Due March 31st. Payable to Honorary Treasurer Mrs N OReilly 
RMB 7691 
Tanjil South Vic 3825 


Naturalist: $15, Family: $29, Single Member: $21, Junior Member: $15 

Half fees apply for those joining after 31 August. 

Latrobe Valley Naturalist is the official publication of the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist 
Club Inc. The Club subscription includes the "Naturalist". 


Brief contributions and short articles on any aspect of natural history are invited from 
members of all clubs. Articles, including those covering Club speakers and excursions, 
would typically be around one A4 side in length, and should not exceed 1,000 words. 
Responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed in this magazine rests 
with the author of the article. 
Contributions should be addressed to: Mrs Gill Bremner 

Editor, LV Naturalist 

PO Box 719 

TRARALGON VIC 3844 


Phone: (03) 5195 5353 home 


(03) 5122 6880 work 
Email: Scribex@Bigpond.com _ 


- Front cover artwork by Beatrice Roberts - 
ISSN 1030-5084 
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If undeliverable return to ae 2 B ee 
PO Box 1205 | vic AUST 
Morwell Vic 3840 3844 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 


Meeting: Friday 25 July Orange-bellied Parrots — Kaye Trainor & Martin O’Brien 

Excursion: Saturday 26 July Aust. Paper Settlement Ponds. Meet 10am at parking area 
near oval in Maryvale Road. 

Bird Group Excursion: _ Monday 4 August at Lake Narracan. Meet at 10am at 

. bottom of Sullivans Track 

Botany Group: Meets 10.00am on the Saturday following club excursion. 
For details phone Wendy Savage on (03) 5634 2246. 

Meeting: Friday 22 August Bandicoots — John Seebeck 

Excursion: Sunday 24 August Green’s Bush bus trip. Leave Morwell — opposite Post 


Office 8.30am, Moe — opposite railway station 8.45am, 
Trafalgar — Shire offices 9am, Warragul — Queen St near 
railway station 9.15am. Retum — leave 3.30pm. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK 


Action days are the second Sunday of the month. Contact Jack Brooks for details. 
Phone (03) 5623 1563. 


FRIENDS OF EDWARD HUNTER BUSH HERITAGE RESERVE 


Meet at Coalville Road carpark at 1.00pm on the second Tuesday of each month. Contact Dulcie 
Sambell for details. Phone (03) 5127 6751 . 


FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris (03) 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact Maurice Poulton (03) 5625 1293 
VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP 


Contacts: Clive Minton (03) 9589 4901 - home and Graeme Rowe (03) 5662 2449 - home 
Next activity: Wednesday 20 August — The Gurdies — Eastern Curlew . 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 

Contacts: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre (03) 5196 6166. 
SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

Secretary - PO Box 233, Leongatha 3953. Phone (03) 5655 1381. 


Next activity: Sunday 17 August — Land for Wildlife Walks: Woorarra Bushland Retreat in 
morning, Gunson property in afternoon. Contact John Gunson 03 5681 6240 


~- . om S os B. a 
PLEASE NOTE —- MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID — 


(See back cover for details) 
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TALK ON HUNTSMAN _ SPIDERS 
25.4.97 ROB deSOUZA-DAW ss 


Several reasons existed for restricting his talk 
to huntsman spiders - they were the spiders 
most people recognise, they were the family he 
knew most about and, lastly, along with one of 
his sons, he had conducted a year-long 
experiment at home on their behaviour. Much 
of his talk dealt with the observations of 
huntsman spiders made both in the wild and in 
Captivity and he aimed to talk about the two 
Species most common in the Latrobe Valley. 


Most species of huntsman spiders are known 


Only by their scientific names, very few are. 


known by common names. Most of the spiders 
used in his experiment were given personalised 
names and then only when they had reached, or 
Were close to, their final moult. Male spiders 
Were given boys’ names and female spiders 
girls’ names, all starting with the first letter of 
their scientific name! Rob then introduced the 
four species that he had brought along to the 
meeting. : | 


The first, a male, was Isopeda montana and 
this was the one that is seen most commonly in 
and around the home. Next was also a male - 
Delena cancerides - it is a large species and 
has a very unusual characteristic. Of the 30- 
40,000 spiders in the world only about 33 are 
Tegarded as social spiders and this is one of 
them. It is the second most common of local 

spiders. The third, a female, was 
{sopedella victorialis. Although found mostly 
in the Dandenong Ranges, this one was found 
under the house at Churchill. The fourth, also 
& female, has an unusual characteristic 
Compared to the other three - it prefers foliage 
M contrast to the bark-dwelling huntsman 
Spiders - it was Neosparassus diana. 


The spider family Heteropodidae consists of 
a huntsman spiders. In 1987 there were 
19 described species throughout the world in 


79 genera. Of those, 94 species were 
Australian in 12 genera. In 1997 there are now 
157 described species of huntsman spiders in 
17 genera. The largest genus is the heferopoda 
which are the tropical huntsman spiders, the 
second largest genus is Jsopedella and third is 
Isopeda. | Huntsman spiders are found 
throughout the world, more species being 
found in the tropics rather than in the lower 
latitudes. Most of our local huntsman spiders 
are bark-dwelling species. Other species are 
found in tussocks of grass and others are found 
amongst rocks. Occasionally, huntsman spiders 
enter households to seek shelter and food. 


In presenting the slides he had brought, Rob 
commented on the general characteristics of 
huntsman spiders, the first being that they were 
usually large, flat-bodied spiders. They have 
pincer fangs, spinnerets in three rows of two, 
and eight eyes in two.rows of four. Their legs 


are directed sideways and an important 


characteristic is that they have a trilobed 
membrane which only huntsman spiders 
possess. This membrane allows the huntsman 
spiders to extend the last segment of their legs. 


Swollen tarsal bulbs on the palps are a 
distinguishing feature of adult male spiders and 
are used in transferring sperm to a sperm web 
and then to the female. These and various 
other features of huntsman spiders were 
highlighted during the course of the slide 
presentation. An interesting feature was the 
way in which females produced their young. 

Several females he observed in captivity 


~ constructed egg-sacs and laid eggs from which 


spiderlings emerged. The female will guard the © 
egg-sacs often with her palps and front pair of 
legs touching it, and in this manner 
communicates with her spiderlings inside the 
egg-sac. When she senses the appropriate 
movement within the sac - about three days 
after they have hatched inside the egg-sac - she 
cuts holes in the sac with her fangs. Some 
huntsman spiders build brood-sacs to protect 
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their recently emerged spiderlings. When they 
first emerge the spiderlings are a light green in 
colour and they become darker with each 
moult. An interesting aspect that was pursued 
with the spiders kept in captivity was to try to 
establish whether they were in any way 
territorial. They were observed to see how 
they reacted with their same species and with 
one other species. While it seemed that 
females of Isopeda montana tended to stay 
within a limited territory this study was 
interrupted when a female Delena cancerides 
was found in the jaws of a female Jsopeda 
montana. Like other spiders, huntsman spiders 
are active during the warmer months and enter 
torpidity in the cooler months. Rob stated that, 
‘from his observations, the local’ huntsman 
spiders were inactive from late May to 
September. 


Huntsman spiders are very hygienic, cleaning 
- themselves as other spiders do by pulling their 
legs through their fangs, drawing them back 
and forth and cleaning both in the process. 

Cleaning their legs is probably desirable 
because the hairs on their legs serve a sensory 
function. In captivity the spiders were fed on 
meal-worms - the larvae of tenebrionid beetles. 


As with other spiders, in addition to poison, — 


they inject enzymes with their fangs and these 
break down the internal body parts of their 
victims and allow their food to be sucked up 
like soup. 


Huntsman spiders do not spin webs. When the 
silk comes out of the silk glands from the 
spinnerets - it is in liquid form. To use silk 
huntsman spiders make an attachment point. 

They can then draw out the silk which they use 
for several purposes. They occasionally use it 
a means of escape and they use it for the 
construction of their egg-sacs and brood-sacs. 


With regard to reproduction, female 
huntsman spiders, like other species, can 
make one mating serve for the rest of their 


lives. Once mated, the female fertilizes her 
own eggs when she needs to. On one 
occasion in captivity, a female died while 
guarding her egg-sac. Some time later the 
egg-sac was opened and it was found that 
many of the spiderlings had hatched but 
could not get out of the sac and so all the 
spiderlings had died. On other occasions, 
egg-sacs were opened and the eggs placed in 
a petri dish where it was found that several 
of the spiderlings still hatched. Accordingly, 
it is important for the mothers to be around. 
at the time the spiderlings are due to come 
out of the egg-sac. Huntsman spiders moult 
about five times in their life, the first moult 
usually occurring while they are still in the 
egg-sac, the second shortly after emerging. 
After their last moult, huntsman spiders (like 
other spiders) reach adulthood. 


- Huntsman spiders are short-sighted but, as in 


the case of Isopeda montana, have a very wide 
range of vision. Occasionally you hear the 
thought expressed that huntsman spiders are 
‘coming out to get you' but they do not attempt 
to attack you and certainly do not see you. An 
interesting experiment was aimed at testing the 
hearing of huntsman spiders. This was done 
on several occasions with a variety of sounds 
to see how the spiders would react. The 
sounds included a mouth organ, a tape 
recorder, a guitar, and the like and the end 
conclusion was that, while they have hearing, it 
is very poor and they tend to react only to 
high-pitched sounds. On the other hand they 
are very sensitive to vibration and react very 
quickly - by jumping and releasing a silk safety- 
line or by staying still Their reaction to— 
temperature was tested using the hot and cold ~ 
blast from a hair drier. Another interesting test 
was for their sense of smell. Various items 
commonly used around the household were 
used but the spiders did show any reaction at 
all. Crushed garlic and crushed mint leaves led 
to no reaction, nor did alcohol, chlorine, 


perfume or after-shave lotion! 
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Rob finished his talk by recounting a situation 
that arose when a lady contacted him to say 
that she had a huntsman spider in her lounge 
Toom. By the time he got there, there were lot 
of spiderlings in the lounge-room and some of 
them had got into the TV between the tube and 
the screen so that, no matter which channel she 
put on, she had real live TV! 


Arthur Ewen. 


General Meeting & Excursions 


Friday 25 July: Kaye Trainor & Martin 
O’Brien — Orange-bellied Parrots 


Saturday 26 July: Excursion to Aust. Paper 
Settlement Ponds. Meet 10am at parking 
area near oval in Maryvale Rd. 


Friday 22 August: John Seebeck — 
Bandicoots. 


Sunday 24 August: Green’s bush bus trip. 
Leave Morwell — opposite Post Office 
8.30am; Moe — opposite railway station 
8.45am; Trafalgar — Shire offices 9am; 
Warragul — Queen St near railway station 
9.15am. Return — leave 3.30pm. 


Finance — Balance 


Cheque A/c $1388.42 
Investment A/c $1829.73 
Conservation A/e $9275.67 


PLEASE NOTE —- MEMBERSHIP WILL 
LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1997 
HAVE NOT BEEN PAID. 


Business Arising, Correspondence & 
neral Business 


Natural Heritage Trust grant applications for 
romeo Rd Wetlands — Phil to approach 
Man Stark of Morwell-Churchill Corridor 


group. Jim Blucher spoke to Chris White, 
LaTrobe Shire and suggests we write 
formally asking about the stage of his 
negotiations with Mr Fryer. 


Welcoming letter for new members yet to be 
prepared. 


GEO-ENG -_ LaTrobe Community 
Environmental Plan questionnaire — Phil will 
phone to clarify to decide detail required. 
May need a small group to fill it in. Possibly 
include Brodribb Rd, Morwell-Churchill 
Corridor, Crinigan rd, Traralgon RRCR, 
LaTrobe Roadside Assessment project, 
Mathieson Park, Eric Lubcke Reserve. 


Conservation coordinator, Bon Thompson 
will retire, and replacement needs to be 
considered. Jim Blucher willing to take on 
role until AGM 1999. Ask at GM for 
expressions of interest and allow until week 
before August BM for replies (11" Aug). 
Suggest position is designated as a 2 year 
appointment. 


New Treasurer is Bruce Adams — Nora 
O’Reilly is handing over at present. 


Library handover to Elly Carey to be next 
month. 


Mathison Park group would like local seeds 
to be collected. 


Australian Paper Plantations Conservation 
Reserve steering committee report — give at 
GM. 


Brochure project — received much useful 
information from Geelong FNC. Phil passed 
out concept statement, to be considered for 
discussion at next BM. 
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Copies of Flowers and Ferns of Morwell 
National Park are still available to club 
members at $15.00 — contact Phil Rayment. 


Report from Conservation Coordinator 
(Bon Thompson) 


Completed club report on the LaTrobe 
Region Motor Sport Complex. Leo 
Billington of LaTrobe Council also 
requested a copy. 


Commented on lack of environmental and 
roadside management plans in the LaTrobe 


Municipal Strategy Plan. Also received copy - 


of Greening Australia Victoria’s submission 
on same subject. 


Received correspondence from Max James 
re payment to club members for monitoring 
VROTS last Spring. 


Attended launch of West Gippsland 
Regional Catchment Strategy and received a 


copy. 


Have checked through club records and our 
own and provided information for Tom May 
on 25 recordings for Fungimap. 


Completed roadside assessments of the 
further required roadsides in LaTrobe Shire. 


Mike McCaughan, LaTrobe Council, rang 
enquiring about burning of some of Crinigan 
Rd_ Reserve, Morwell; Lindners Rd, 
Jeeralang; Manning Drive Reserve, 
Churchill; and Northways & Ikara Rds along ~ 
creek at Churchill, CFA and Council are 
discussing these areas. 


A ramble along the 5.7km Old Port Trail 
from ‘Seabank’ to Port Albert is to take a 


walk into the past. With very little evidence 
of European interference, this coastal 
woodland and heathland is much as when the 
first white intruders saw it in 1841. Until 
then it was the domain of the local 
Brataolung clan who fished the inlet in bark 
canoes, hunted game on the grassy flats back 
from the Albert and Tarra Rivers and 
foraged for plant and insect fare. 


Two events in quick succession in 1841 
altered this: a shipwreck and an exploratory 
party. When the Clonmel was beached along 
the Ninety-Mile on January 2™ the inlet and 
its entrance were discovered by Europeans. 
On February 14", Angus MacMillan and his 
party forged a route from Omeo to Corner 
Inlet in their search for a way to ship cattle 


-quickly to-the Tasmanian markets. These 


two events led to the settlement of South 
Gippsland, the formation of a tent 
encampment on the beach near the mouth of 
the Albert River. 


‘Seabank’, the present caravan park at the 
western end of the trail, was the original site 
of the settlement established by the 
Gippsland company — a few tents, two 
buildings, a cannon to frighten off the 


- Aborigines — and by May, 100 potential 


settlers. Unfortunately few ships visited, the 
settlers almost starved, rogues, runaways, 
smugglers and vagabonds were attracted and 
the lawless settlement fell into disrepute. 
This together with the hazardous entrance, 
shallow channel system and the postponed 
survey of land, led to its abandonment. 
Shipping or Stockyard Point near the mouth | 
of the Tarra River was much more suitable 
for shipping and in February 1842 the 
township of Port Albert became the new 
site. When the Crown Commissioner C J 
Tyers arrived in January 1844 he routed the 
remnant tent-dwellers at Old Port and 
imposed a ten pound licence fee for land 
occupancy. 
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Old Port was thus MacMillan’s route to the 
Sea (he blazed a sheoak there), the site of the 
first short-lived settlement (the foundation of 
a hut, bottles, glass and pottery shards can 
still be seen along the track and the waterline 
after fierce tides) and Tyers’ residence 
(‘Seabank’). From here the hiker can 
experience the vegetation as it was in 
aboriginal times, look across the mudflats to 
the intricate maze of channels which the 
longboats negotiated, imagine — the 
Brataolung paddling out to the islands after 
Waterfowl. From the look-out site atop a 
crumbling cliff there is a fine view across the 
inlet to Gellions Run, part of Nooramunga 
Marine and Coastal Park and Wilsons 
Promontory. 


As well as the historical aspect and the fine 
Views, the trail is important for its vegetation 
(a blaze of colourful wildflowers in spring, 
drifts of orchids in winter and spring, parrot- 
nted saw banksias in summer and a 
Wonderland of fungi in autumn). It passes 
from ‘Seabank’ in the west with its coastal 
aoe gum woodland, ample parking space, 
ee Tamp and interpretation noticeboard, 
Ough heathland, banksia glades and finally 
Melaleuca thickets, mangrove swamps and 
Washways to Port Albert in the east, part of 
it cee along boardwalk. Superb view of 
~ From, islands, mudflats and inlet are 
glimpsed through the vegetation. 


oa the four hour return trip, the visitor is 
maya glimpse some of the elusive wildlife: 
cathe through saw banksia debris, a 
the g echidna, slithers of tiger snake or 
RS Ted belly of the black snake or even a 

eed sunning itself on a bush, the 
Sri of wallaby, wombat mounds, a sea- 
the gliding overhead. Evening surprises 

f POssum tribe, nankeen night-herons. By 

Y the bush is alive with birds: wrens, 


robins, thornbills, honeyeaters, cockatoos, 
ravens, finches, chats.... 


For those with good eyesight (or binoculars) 
and stout footwear, a side trip onto the 
mudfalts can be most rewarding. The inlet is 
designated wetland of international 
significance under the Ramsar convention, 
closely monitored by the Victorian Wader 
Study Group. It supports large flocks of 
waders such as Red-necked Stint, Bar-tailed 
Godwit, Red Knot and Curlew Sandpiper all 
of which migrate annually to Siberia for 
breeding as well as NZ migrants (Double- 
banded Plovers) and local waders, the Sooty 
and Pied Oystercatchers. Large flocks of 
Black Swans, the occasional Pelican, Fairy 
Penguins.... the list seems endless.... may be 
observed. Molluscs abound and many 
unusual life forms are evident in the mud, 
including germinating mangroves. 


Much of the walk is possible for wheelchair 
travellers from either end of the middle. The 
beauty of the trail, which has long been a 
local track to ‘Seabank’, but was ungraded 
and named ‘Old Port Trail’ in 1991 as part 
of the Port Albert 150” celebrations (the 
works completed and maintained by NRE 
and prisoners from Won Wron), is that it is 
accessible from four points. This allows the 
trail to be taken in small stages if so desired: 
the ‘Seabank’ to Old Port Road is ideal for 
those who can have a vehicle at either end 
(but the middle of this section is not 
negotiable by wheelchair) or for those who — 
wish to walk one way along the track and 
then back to the starting point via the beach - 
at low tide. The section from Port Albert to 
the Old Port Road has boardwalk, and again 
could be tackled as one section with a 
vehicle at either end. Between the two 
sections is a length of roadway. 


The ‘Seabank’ end is ideal for spotlighting 
nocturnal life, and a visit to the historic 


~ | : 
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Alberton Cemetery, the central road section 
for sunset views and the Port Albert end for 
a fine conclusion of fish and chips (best in 
Australia) at Stockyard Point, not to 
mention a visit to the Port Albert Maritime 
Museum for more history and a stroll around 
the town with its historic buildings and 
wharves. 


This is a trail not to be missed, a must for 
the  birdwatcher, botanist, historian, 
photographer and field naturalist. 


Terri Allen 


The excursion on 24" May to Lake 
Guthridge at Sale started out in light fog, but 
soon became a mild sunny day. Peter and 
Norma Garlick of Sale FNC met us at the 
lake and Peter outlined the efforts to obtain 


a Wetland Environment Centre, the 
proposed project and where it is at now. 
After thanking Norma and Peter we set out 
to walk around the lake. However about 
half-way round there was another track that 
led around Lake Guyatt, named after Herb 
Guyatt who worked so hard over many years 
for the birds of the wetlands. Both these 
tracks were easy walking and gave us 
excellent views of many of the birds. The 
total number of bird species for these two 
areas was forty-seven. 


After lunch at Lake Guthridge we moved on 
to the boardwalk area at the Sale Common. 
There was no water around the boardwalk 
or at the nearby bird hide. So we moved 
further down the road to be nearer the 
water. Our total number of bird species 
identified for the day was 58 species. Of 
course there were other birds that were too 
far away or flew too fast for identification. 
There were several birds that created 
discussion as to their identity. A single Egret 


was finally identified as a Cattle Egret 
because of its yellow bill and black legs; but 
on returning to Sale we passed a mob of 
cattle in a paddock with at least 30 of these 
birds around and amongst them and that 
would have made identification easier. We 
were surprised to see Rainbow Lorikeets in 
the trees near Lake Guthridge. 


The Spoonbills, both Royal and Yellow- 
billed, were very stately and easily seen as 
they remained stationary. The White-faced 
Heron made a lovely picture amongst the 
reeds; but nobody had a camera. The 
Yellow-rumped Thornbills hopped around 
the track taking little notice of us, so were 
very visible to us all. Then we saw a tern, 
both flying and later near the edge of the 
water. There was discussion as to whether it 
was a Caspian or a Whiskered Tern. 
However it was finally decided in favour of 
the Caspian Tern by size as the Whiskered 
Tern is only the size of a Fairy Tern. 
Goldfinches had us puzzled as there was 
plenty of twittering; but it took time to find 
the birds in the thick foliage and then identify 
them. We saw several raptors — Black- 
shouldered Kite, Whistling Kite, the Swamp 
Harrier which caused much calling and 
disturbance amongst a flock of Masked 
Lapwings and finally an immature Sea-eagle 
which was readily identified remembering 
the long discussion deciding between it and a 
Wedge-tailed Eagle at Cotters Lake on a 
previous occasion. 


The five members present voted it an 
enjoyable day. 


Bon Thompson 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 

Meeting: Friday 22 August Bandicoots — John Seebeck 

Excursion: Sunday 24 August Green’s bush bus trip. Leave Morwell — opposite Post 
Office 8.30am; Moe — opposite railway station 8.45am; 
Trafalgar — Shire offices 9am; Warragul — Queen St near 
railway station 9.15am. Return — leave 3.30pm. 


Bird Group Excursion: Monday 1 September to Billy’s Creek area of Morwell 
National Park. Meet 10am at Jeeralang Junction. 
Botany Group: Saturday 6 September — to do a plant survey along the 


Moe-Yallourn spur line rail trail. Meet 10am at tes lookout 
on Coach Road. The October and November activities will 
also be field trips — details later. All club members welcome. 
Contact: Wendy Savage (03) 5634 2246. 

Meeting: Friday 26 September Heaths — Hilary Weatherhead 

Excursion: Saturday 27 September Tyers Valley. Meet 10am at carpark beside Tyers store. 

FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK 

Action days are the second Sunday of the month. Contact Jack Brooks for details. 

Phone (03) 5623 1563. 

FRIENDS OF EDWARD HUNTER BUSH HERITAGE RESERVE 


Meet at Coalville Road carpark at 1.00pm on the second metas cE Gaal month. Contact Dulcie 
Sambell for details. Phone (03) 5127 6751 


FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris (03) 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact Maurice Poulton (03) 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP 

Contacts: Clive Minton (03) 9589 4901 - home and Graeme Rowe 03) 5662 2449 - home 
Next activity: Saturday 20 September — The Gurdies — Eastern C 

FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 

Contacts: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre (03) 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
Secretary - PO Box 233, Leongatha 3953. Phone (03) 5655 1381. 


Next activity: Sunday 21 September — The Gurdies Bush — easy walkino th emnan 
sul Contact Sue Stewart (03) 5678 0726 om eee 


SESE NOTE - MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID — 


(See back cover for eer 
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AUSTRALIAN PAPER SETTLEMENT 
PONDS 26.7.97 _ = 


We were blessed with a beautiful calm 
day for the July excursion to the 
Settlement ponds at Maryvale. The 
perfectly still conditions and crisp winter 
air, coupled with sunshine and some 
darkish clouds made for really stunning 
Teflections in the several large bodies of 
water, and I was really pleased I had 
thought to pack my camera. It was a pity 
that the pervading odour didn’t quite 
Match the visual impact, but one can’t 


have everything! 


_ The first stop was at the end of the drive 

mM through the plantations from the 
€ntrance near the sand quarry, and was 
the most rewarding in terms of numbers 
of birds on and around the water. There 
Was much animated discussion over a 
large raptor observed perched in a 
eetop and then flying away - sub-adult 
White-bellied Sea-eagle was the final 
verdict I think. (Haven’t I heard 
Something like this on previous 
€xcursions? It seems to have become a 
Standard feature!) 


We moved on further and parked the 
Cars near the outflow pipe which takes 
the treated water into the Latrobe River. 

€re were fewer birds here, but it was 
Very pleasant walking in the sunshine 
around the ponds. There were lots of 
huge Carp, very dead, floating at the edge 
Of the water and lying partially devoured 
on the banks — had they been poisoned, 
We wondered? 


Lunch was a relaxed affair — there were 
Some discussions among the dedicated 


about plants and birds, and various travel 
destinations around the world were 
reminisced over. Afterwards a few of the 
stayers wandered up the road a bit 
further into the plantations, reluctant to 
leave such a pleasant spot. Elsie Coggan 
has supplied the following bird list for 
the day. 


Gill Bremner 


Little Grebe 

Pelican 

Little Pied Cormorant 
White-faced Heron 
Sacred Ibis 
Straw-necked Ibis 
Royal Spoonbill 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill 
Black Swan 

Australian Shelduck 
Pacific Black Duck 
Grey Teal 

Musk Duck 

Brown Falcon 
White-breasted Sea-eagle 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 
Dusky Moorhen 

Purple Swamphen 
Silver Gull 

Kookaburra 

Welcome Swallow 
Blackbird 

Brown Thornbill 

Red Wattlebird 
White-eared Honeyeater 
Crescent Honeyeater 
Eastern Spinebill 
Red-browed Firetail 
Australian Raven. 

Little Raven 


® y . | ; 
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REPORT ON BUSINESS MEETING 
HELD 21.7.97 | 


General Meetings & Excursions 


Friday 22 August: John Seebeck — 
Bandicoots 


Sunday 24 August: Green’s Bush bus 
trip. Leave Morwell — opposite Post 
Office 8.30am; Moe — opposite railway 
station 8.45am; Trafalgar — Shire offices 
9am; Warragul — Queen St near railway 
station 9.15am. Return — leave 3.30pm. 
Friday 26 September: Hilary 
Weatherhead — Heaths 


Saturday 27 September: Excursion to 
Tyers Valley. Meet 10am at carpark 
beside Tyers store. 


Finance — Balance 


Cheque A/c $743.78 
Investment A/c $1829.73 
Conservation A/c $8931.67 


PLEASE NOTE — MEMBERSHIP 
WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS 
FOR 1997 HAVE NOT BEEN PAID. 


Business Arising, Correspondence & 
General Business 


Club name tags - $5 each from C & R 
O’Dea, Glengarry. 


Natural Heritage Trust grant applications 
for Brodribb Rd Wetlands — Phil yet to 


approach Brian Stark of Morwell- 
Churchill Corridor group. Need to ask J 
Blucher about details of LaTrobe Shire’s 
involvement to prepare letter for Chris 
White. 


Welcoming letter for new members has 
been prepared. 


Envirodisplay — inform Gail Gatt too late 
to send rep, but have an interest, and 
happy for them to use the display 
material. 


Parks Victoria Grant Program — closing 
date September 12, consider for brochure 
production and Mt Worth. 


Edward Hunter Reserve excursion was 
attended by President of Committee of 
Management, Peter Flahavin who gave 
excellent coverage of their works — send 
thankyou letter. - 


Library handover to Elly Carey. Phil will 
bring books to meeting, and check if 
willing to house box of archival material. 


Program planning meeting tentative date 
Wednesday 17 September. 


VFNCA meeting attended by W Savage 
— prepared 3. year forward plan for. 
Spring and March campouts, and. 
discussed issue of insurance for campout 
and FN Clubs. 
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Brochure project — welcome any input 
on concept statement, and need meeting 
to plan funding. 


Conservation Coordinator position — 
request for applications missed the July 
Naturalist, so will be handed out at GM. 


Guidelines for club representation on 
community groups — these have existed 
in the past, and need to be redeveloped 
to assist our representatives. Discussed 
ideas, and will prepare draft. for next 
meeting. 


Motion: That the committee write to Jim 
Blucher expressing our appreciation of 
and confidence in the contribution which 
he has made over an extended period as 
Our representative on a number of 
environmental management committees. 
The committee would be most reluctant 
to accept his resignation from these 


Committees and would like him to 
Teconsider his decision. Passed 
unanimously. ' 
Conservation Report 


Morwell NP draft management plan has 


been read by J Purbrick and P Rayment. © 


We will send response that it was 
Considered very satisfactory. Will note 
the matter of enforcing the stated 
Tegulations for park use was not 


addressed, given the lack of a Ranger on 
Site, 


BAW BAW FROG UNDER THREAT 


This article appeared in the July 1997 
issue of Wilderness NOW -— _ the 
newsletter of the Victorian Branch of the 
Wilderness Society. 


The adult male population of the Baw 
Baw Frog, which is found in the Baw 
Baw National Park, has _ collapsed 
according to a recent draft report by the 
Department of Natural Resources and 
Environment (DNRE). 


Survey work done between 1993 and 
1995 has revealed that the number of 
adult male calls recorded since the last 
survey has declined by 98%. 


Extensive research is needed on the Baw 
Baw Frog, which is now listed as a 
threatened species. The report says that 
unless dramatic action is taken, the frog 
may face extinction. 


The frog’s habitat is restricted to 80 
square kilometres on the Baw Baw 
Plateau, at an altitude of between 1300m 
and 1560m. Most of the frog’s habitat, 
apart from 3 square kilometres managed 
by the Victorian Alpine Resorts 
Commission, is within the Baw Baw 
National Park. . 


Along with the dramatic decline in the — 


‘male population is a contraction in the 


frog’s breeding habitat, which is in . 
protected gullies. 
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Very little is known about the Baw Baw 
Frog and at the moment it is impossible 
to pinpoint any single cause for its 
decline. However, the draft report, 
released in 1996 by the DNRE, says 
among the possible reasons are timber 
harvesting, a network of bushwalking 
and ski trails and introduced animals. 


Changes to the frog’s habitat include 
fragmentation of breeding and sheltering 
areas through development or clearfell 
harvesting, modification of the 
microclimate (Greenhouse _ effect, 
pollution) and increased predation from 
introduced animals. 


The decline reflects the recent global 
phenomenon of declining amphibian 
populations and, of more concern, the 
reported decline of species restricted to 


mountain-top and alpine environments in 
Australia. 


The Baw Baw frog was first ‘officially’ 
recorded by C Frost in 1898, when he 
retrieved five freshly regurgitated 
specimens from a tiger snake. 


Up until 1993, the level of the frog’s 
population has been fairly constant. 
During the 1950’s, 60’s and 70’s, 
records kept by Melbourne University 
and the Museum of Victoria indicate the 
species was relatively common and easy 
to locate. Even in 1982, a brief search 
near the Mt Baw Baw Alpine Resort 
recorded approximately 12 individual 
frogs. iy 
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-As a conservation measure, 
wooden fencing has been erected to 


Introduced animals on the plateau, which 
may prey on the frog, or destroy its 
habitat include cattle, sambar deer, 
rabbits, cats, foxes and dogs. 


EDWARD HUNTER ee 


BUSH RESERVE 


The club excursion to the Edward 
Hunter Heritage Bush Reserve on 28" 
June 1997 was led by Peter Flahavin, 
President of the Committee of 


. Management. As we walked some of the 


main tracks of the reserve Peter gave us 
a good overview of the approach the 
committee had taken to development and 
implementation of a management plan. 
Those: of us who had not visited the park 
for some time were greatly impressed 
with the extent of development of the 
network of trails and visitor facilities. 


The Edward Hunter Reserve is 57 
hectares of remnant native vegetation 
within the precincts of the city of Moe 
and receives a yearly allocation of funds 
from the LaTrobe Shire for maintenance 
and new works. A soil conservation and 
waterways management strategy was 
commissioned in 1990. The reserve has 
five distinct areas. 


Conservation is a major priority. whilst | 
giving the public access to various areas. | 
simple © 


protect sensitive areas and to block off . 
numerous small paths. A good example 


of conservation is the water pipe bridge - 
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which directs foot traffic away from the 
Gippsland Water pipe and the small 
creek and ferns. 


Another priority is fire management and 
a fire management strategy was also 
commissioned. The reserve is 
Surrounded on all sides by houses and 
the Country Fire Authority requires a 
burn to be carried out each year to 
reduce fuel loading on the ground. When 
a burn is to be carried out, the ground 
around tree trunks is cleared manually 
_ and slashing carried out before the CFA 
comes in to do the type of burn required. 


Slashing is carried out around the 
Perimeter each year. An area on either 
Side of a fire track is slashed in early 
Summer in readiness for the flowering of 
Orchids the following spring. Spider 
Orchids are followed by greencomb 
Orchids, and later, large tongue orchids 
and hyacinth orchids. - 


Water flowing in to the small stream and 
On to the lake comes from a spring south 
Of the reserve. 


The horse trail bordering, the northern 
Edge of the reserve connecting the 
“ntrances from Coalville road and 
lraway Street has been completed and 
work on the wheelchair walk is in 
Progress. Ongoing work in the reserve is 
tack maintenance. Apart from LaTrobe 
€, assistance has been received from 
80vernment departments, contractors and 
Private citizens. 
Dulcie Sambell 


FUTURE MANAGEMENT OF 
MORWELL NATIONAL PARK 


The draft management plan for Morwell 
National Park was recently released for 
public comment by the end of July. In 
addition to the 396 ha of the park, it 
covers also some 110 ha of reserved 
forest and unreserved Crown land south 
of the park’s eastern block, 20 ha of land 
along Billy Creek and the former site of 
the Ranger’s house and depot, which are 
currently managed by Parks Victoria 
pending incorporation of these areas. 

The major management directions for the 
park are detailed as follows: 

(1) Protection of significant natural 
features, flora and fauna. 

The park contains over 320 recorded 
flora species, including 44 orchid 
species, and 129 native fauna species, 
including 96 birds. Two management 
zones are identified, the western section 
as a conservation zone and the Billy 
Creek valley as a conservation and 
recreation zone. Development of a 
specific Fire Management Plan is 
identified as a priority. That vigorous 
invader of moist forests, Sweet 
Pittosporum, is noted as of concer, 
recognising the need for care where it 
supports the Butterfly Orchid. 

(2) Encouragement of fauna survey work. 
The plan notes that little is known about ~ 
the park’s amphibians, reptiles and 
invertebrates. The plant communities are 
of course relatively young, limiting the 


availability of hollows. 


Issue No, 401 August 1997 


Page 5 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist 


(3) Cooperation with adjoining 
landholders to control pest plants and 
animals. 

(4) Continuation of revegetation of 
degraded areas. 

Much of the understorey along Billy 
Creek is weed infested. An example of 
the difficulty in management is that 
successful control of blackberry may 
result in Solanum douglasii invasion. 

(5) Enhancement of visitor enjoyment by 
developing the valley of Billy Creek, 
extending bushwalking opportunities and 
improving interpretation. 

The park currently attracts some 35000 
visitors annually, hence the need for day 
visitor facilities along Billy Creek to 
reduce pressure on Fosters Gully. Longer 
walking tracks are planned for the 
northern and southern sections of Billy 
Creek. 


I noted that the referencing is a little 
incomplete, e.g. “Harris 1991” is quoted 
as the source for species count data, but 
this is not listed in the bibliography. It is 
good to see the contribution of the 
Friends Group and others acknowledged. 
The proposal to “allow appropriate and 
sustainable commercial tour activities “ 
will (as is acknowledged) require careful 
monitoring. 

The Club has made a brief submission, 
indicating its general agreement with the 
management directions. We noted our 
concerns with adequate resourcing of the 
policing of controls on fire, weeds and 
feral animals, given the reductions in 
ranger presence in this (and other) parks 
in recent years. 


Philip Rayment 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Club: Contact: Meeting: 
Latrobe Valley j Secretary 7.30 pm on the fourth Friday of 
FNC Inc. Mrs W Savage each month at the Moe 
LVFNC Inc. Community Health Centre, 
PO Box 1205 Fowler Street 
Morwell 3840 Moe Vic. 3825 
(03) 5634 2246 
Assistant Secretary 
Mr R Carey 
(03) 5628 5203 
Sale FNC Mrs Betty Jarvis 8 pm on the first Friday of each 
64 Powerscourt St month at Room 13, Continuing 
Mafira 3860 Education Centre, Raymond St. 
(03) 5147 2151 Sale Vic 3850 
Bairnsdale FNC Inc. Mrs Pat Tratt 8 pm on the third Friday of each 
' P.O. Box 563 month at Bairnsdale 
Bairnsdale 3875 Neighbourhood House 
(03) 5156 2683 Dalmahoy St., Bairnsdale 3875 
Subscriptions: 
Due March 31st. Payable to Honorary Treasurer Mr Bruce Adams 
7 Lorikeet Place 
Traralgon 3844 


Naturalist: $15, Family: $29, Single Member: $21, Junior Member: $15 
Half fees apply for those joining after 31 August. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist is the official publication of the Latrobe Valley Fil Naturalist 
Club Inc. The Club subscription includes the "Naturalist". 


Brief contributions and short articles on any aspect of natural say are invited from 
members of all clubs. Articles, including those covering Club speakers and excursions, 
would typically be around one A4 side in length, and should not exceed 1,000 words. 


Responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed in this magazine rests 
with the author of the article. 


Contributions should be addressed to: Mrs Gill Bremner 
Editor, LV Naturalist 
PO Box 719 
TRARALGON VIC 3844 


Phone: (03) 5195 5353 home 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 


Meeting: Friday 26 September Heaths — Hilary Weatherhead 

Excursion: Saturday 27 September _ Tyers Valley. Meet 10am at carpark beside Tyers store. 

Bird Group Excursion: Monday 6 October to Golden Gully. Meet 10am at corner 
of Golden Gully Road and Strzelecki Hwy. 

Botany Group: Saturday 4 October — this will be another field trip, to either 


Australian Paper Conservation Reserve (Orchard’s Block) 
or Heyfield Reserve. All | welcome. Contact: Wendy 


Savage (03) 5634 2246. 

OCTOBER SPRING CAMP Sat 11" — Sun 12" to Rotamah Island. See Business 
Meeting Report for details. 

Meeting: Friday 24 October Victoria’s Polar Dinosaurs — Tom Rich 


Excursion: Saturday 25 October Labertouche Forest. Meet 10am at Labertouche Hall. 
FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK a 
Action days are the second Sunday of the month. Contact Jack Brooks for details. 
Phone (03) 5623 1563. 

FRIENDS OF EDWARD HUNTER BUSH HERITAGE RESERVE 

Meet at Coalville Road carpark at 1.00pm on the second Tuesday of each month. Contact Dulcie 
Sambell for details. Phone (03) 5127 6751 y 


FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris (03) 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact Maurice Poulton (03) 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP 


Contacts: Clive Minton (03) 9589 4901 - home and Graeme Rowe (03) 5662 2449 - home 


Next activity: Saturday 18 to Sunday 19 October — Queenscliff/Swan Bay — Red Knot and other 
medium/large waders. 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre (03) 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

Secretary - PO Box 233, Leongatha 3953. Phone (03) 5655 1381. 

_ Next activity: Monday 6 October — Wonthaggi Heathlands. Meet 10am Ro’ nthagei 
Contact Eulalie Brewster (03) 5674 1794. eas 

Sn neeeeeeeeeeee 

PLEASE NOTE — MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 


(See back cover for details) 
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ORANGE-BELLIED PARROT 
(Neophema chrysogaster) 


On 25 July guests Kaye Trainor and Martin 
O’Brien took us on an_ interesting 
excursion” to south-west Tasmania. They 
ave worked as volunteer observers of the 
OBP at two sites — Birch’s Inlet and 
Melaleuca — for two weeks at a time, on 
three occasions over the past four years. 


The endangered OBP (only 200 wild birds 
and 50 breeding pairs left) is the smallest of 
the six grass parrots in the Neophema group. 
Approximately budgerigar _size, _ its 
distinguishing features are the combination 
of orange belly, bright blue edge on wings, 
blue band on forehead of males and 
distinctive alarm call. 


Current distribution during the winter 
Months on the mainland is from the Murray 
ver mouth to the eastern edge of Jack 
Smith’s Lake. The breeding season October 
to March, finds the birds in Tasmania from 
Birch’s Inlet at the southern end of 
Macquarie Harbour south to Melaleuca. 


Access to remote Birch’s Inlet is by National 
Parks boat. Accommodation was “basic” — a 
Converted bombardier garage left by BHP 

€t some exploration in the 60’s. The 

agile nature of the environment was 
Odvious as 30 year old tracks were still 
visible. Two-way radio contact was available 
with the Ranger at Strahan otherwise self- 
Sufficiency was a necessity. 


The Surrounding country consisted of low 
Moorland, trees in nutrient rich 
Comparatively) run-off areas, rocky ranges, 
Pockets of cool-temperate rain forest, dense 
Vegetation alongside streams and very 
muddy tracks. Despite the almost daily rain 
Feud Martin spoke enthusiastically of 
cir “holidays”. 


Daily observations were taken at 6.30 — 
ooam and 5-7pm from a hide while the 
as use a strategically placed feed table. In 
ES effort to establish Birch’s Inlet as another 
ni enold for the OBP nesting boxes are 
tilized. It is also an acclimatization site for 
Itds bred in a captive breeding program in 
igget 60-80 birds have been bred since 


The photographs taken on the one hour 
flight to Melaleuca showed us wonderful 
rugged coastlines, islands and fluted cliffs. 
This is also a remote area — a 4-5 day hike or 
3-4 day boat trip. However, accommodation 
was almost palatial (with gas oven and solar 
power), as too the Deny King Memorial 
Bird Hide. There were even neighbours — a 
Welsh couple strip-mining for tin about one 
kilometre away who kept daily records of 
the birds at their feed table also. 


The countryside here was mostly button 
grass plains with rugged peaks and razor 
edge mountains in the distance. The birds 
nest in eucalypt tree hollows adjacent to the 
coastal button grass plains. They utilize 30- 
40 feed plants in Tasmania — button grass 
being the predominant one, and consume 
10,000 seeds per day. 


On the mainland introduced weeds are their 
main food source, with a liking for 
glassworts. As with so many creatures 
habitat destruction is seen as a major threat 
to their survival. Salt marshes are 
disappearing, and introduced seed eaters and 
ferals compound their problems. 


The juveniles stopover on King Island on 
their way to the mainland. This area is listed 
as a Ramsar site. 


A captive breeding program at Healesville 
Sanctuary releases birds at West Point 
Wilson. In the early days of breeding beak 
and feather disease was thought to be a 
problem, but it is now recognized this occurs 
in the wild. Banding and genetic testing is 
also undertaken each summer. 


We viewed slides of many other birds, 
flowers, an endemic burrowing freshwater 
crayfish Parastacoides tasmanicus, a large 
furry echidna and the body of a rare whale 
Sarcocornia sp. (Only 5-6 have been 
recorded in Australia. Although this had 
been: on the beach at New Harbour for 2-3 
months the cold conditions at these latitudes 
prevented obnoxious odours.) And my 
favourite — a quoll “catnapping” in the 
sunshine. 


I know where I want to go for my next 
holidays — anyone else for a sojourn in the 
great south-west? 


Julie Parker 


ar RR ee Se He Te 
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POWER PLANTATIONS PROJECT 


The Power Plantations Project was launched 
by the Hon. Peter McGauran MP at Banool, 
Minniedale Road, Traralgon on 22.8.97. 
This project is a partnership between Loy 
Yang Power and Yallourn Energy in 
conjunction with Gippsland Farm Plantations 
and Australian Paper Plantations. It 
represents an investment by the two 
generation companies of some $110,000 and 
is an example of a successful regional 
partnership aimed at achieving economic 
development opportunities and 
environmental benefits for Gippsland. 


The project is part of Power Plantations, an 
initiative developed by Gippsland Farm 
Plantations (GFP) in cooperation with the 
power generation industry to promote the 
establishment and utilization of further 
commercial plantations in Gippsland. 


The project launched on Friday 22" was 
part of GFP’s regional plan to develop 
10,000 hectares of commercial plantations in 
Gippsland over the next decade. Under this 
model the power generators provide funding 
for the establishment of the plantations, 
landowners provide land on a commercial 
basis and Australian Paper Plantations 
guarantees a market for the mature trees. 


Tree plantations provide shade and wind 
protection for stock, extend wildlife habitat 
and reduce soil erosion and salinity. It is also 
part of the overall reduction of carbon 
dioxide in the atmosphere to overcome the 
Greenhouse effect. 


At the launch the trees were already planted 
in areas securely fenced around a low lying 
wet area with only a couple of trees. With 
the growth of the trees it will become an 
area suitable for birdlife, thus forming a 
sheltered wetland. The trees were planted in 
wide areas on contours and on fencelines to 
also provide windbreaks. These areas 
totalled approximately 30ha. This is the first 
area planted of what is hoped to be an on- 
going project throughout Gippsland. 


Bon Thompson 


REPORT ON BUSINESS MEETING 
HELD 18.8.97 


General Meetings & Excursions 


Friday 26 September: Hilary Weatherhead — 
Heaths 


Saturday 27 September: Excursion to Tyers 
Valley. Meet 10am carpark beside Tyers 
store. 


October Spring Camp Saturday 11" and 
Sunday 12" — Rotamah Island. Meet 10am 
Loch Sport store. Cost $60 (max 20; if 
fewer than 10, $65) includes breakfast and 
lunch both days, dinner Saturday night. Cask 
wine or beer available at small cost, or BYO. 
Bring sleeping bag, pillow slip and inside 
shoes. 


Friday 24 October: Tom Rich — Victoria’s 
Polar Dinosaurs. 


Saturday 25 October: Excursion to 
Labertouche Forest. Meet 10am 
Labertouche Hall. 


Finance — Balance 

Cheque A/c $1111.15 
Investment A/c $1829.73 
Conservation A/c $8165.97 


Business Arising, Correspondence & 
General Business 


Club Name Tags — still being organized. 


Program planning meeting — Wed September 
17" at Lorna Long’s 


Brochure Project — meeting Wed August 
27" at Lorna Long’s 


Lake Wellington Wetlands _— Draft 
Management Plan — Lorna Long will read. 


Fire safety and bushland conservation 
seminar — B and O Thompson will be 
attending. 


Loy Yang Power Power Plantations Project 
launch — B and O Thompson may attend. 


EV and VNPA Regional Catchment 
awareness survey — B and O Thompson will 
complete. 


Letter of thanks to be sent to Nora O’Reilly, 
outgoing Treasurer. 


Library borrowing — Elly Carey has prepared 
new catalogue of reduced library which will 
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be made available to members for 


borrowing. 


Legal liability for incorporated groups — 
seminar report by Secretary, concluded we 
Should be covered by Incorporation 
provided all reasonable care and precautions 
are taken. Will enquire if we are covered at 
GM’s by LaTrobe Shire in their building. 


Conservation Coordinator position — no 
applicants so will continue to seek a 
volunteer, and committee members will deal 
with matters where possible. Jim blucher has 
resigned from all committees, so we will 
inform affected groups, and seek alternative 
Teps at GM. Will write letter of thanks to 
Jim for many years of service in these roles. 
Thompson is willing to be contact person 
for Hazelwood Power and Yallourn Energy. 


Guidelines for club representation on 
community groups — Phil read draft and we 
will consider in more detail at next BM. 


Conservation Matters 

Hazelwood Power — Bon will provide Kevin 
Ones with information re source of 

garoo Grass seed. 

LaTrobe Shire Landscape Master Plan has 

atrived — Phil will read. 

Moe-Yallourn Rail Trail — bon has been in 

touch with Shire and Kevin Brown (Yallourn 


nergy) Te access for our Botany excursion 
aturday 6 September. 


Holey Plains Draft Management Plan has 
ved — seek a volunteer at GM to read it. 


Loner Inlet. Corner Inlet is the fourth 
strc important waterbird site after the Gulf 
: Carpentaria, Roebuck Bay/Broome and 
ra Fae Beach, WA. Its extensive exposed 

a ats and fringing sandy roosts are ideal; 
high + birds congregate in mixed flocks at 

: tide. It is the largest monitored site in 
38 oe (winter and summer counts), with 
aes 0+ waders in summer. 15,000 birds 
deci; On Box Bank alone. Numbers are not 
due hing, although there is a 3-year cycle 

to lemming numbers in the Arctic. 


Waders. A wader inhabits shorelines, inland 
lakes (avocets, stilts) and wet areas (Spur- 
wing plover). It generally has long legs and 
bill, but some such as plovers have short legs 
and bill. The plovers have large eyes as they 
feed by sight, rather than probing or sifting. 
Food consists of invertebrates such as 
marine worms, crustaceans, shellfish, 
shrimps — 70% of its life is spent feeding. 
Life is dominated by the tides — 2 x 12 hour 
cycles: 8 hours feeding, 4 hours roost. 


The birds are mainly grey and white to blend 
with the mudflats, but adopt chestnut, gold, 
russet breeding plumage March-August for 
the northern hemisphere tundra, moulting 
March and September. Some though, are 
resident, Pied and Sooty Oystercatchers, 
Hooded Plovers, while Double-banded 
Plover are trans-Tasman travellers. 


Of the 240 species of waders in the world, 
71 or one-third are found in Australia: 16 
resident and endemic, 30 migrants and 25 
occasional migrants (including the Long- 
billed Dowitcher). They are here because of 
the diverse habitats offered and because 
Australia is the only southern land mass in 
the flyway. In fact 10% of Australia’s birds 
are waders. 


It is interesting to note that ibis, spoonbills, 
egrets and herons are not classified as 
waders but as waterbirds because they feed 
on vertebrates such as fish and frogs. 


Most waders have a life expectancy of 2-3 
years, although some live to 16+ and Clive 
Minton has records of one bird 34 years old. 
20-25% of adult birds die each year. 
Anderson’s Inlet’s population, though, has 
30-40% of young birds as it is a nursery for 
stints and curlew sandpipers, perhaps forced 
through population pressure. 


Life Story of a Red-necked Stint. Resident 
of Jack Smith Lake, this little fellow, the 
smallest wader in Australia, has a weight of 
29g and could be held very easily in the palm 
of your hand. With a small eye and beak, it 
feeds along the margin of the water, pecking 
like a sewing machine. It is one of 12,000 in 
Corner Inlet (Woodside to Barry Beach) 
which feed for 16 hours per day (8 feed 4 
roost, 8 feed 4 roost). As it puts on weight 
(38g, even up to 52g) it moults ready for the 
great migration, going into breeding 


a 
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plumage — from grey and white to chestnut 
splashes. 


When it reaches take-off weight, 40-45g, it 
flies in formation non-stop 2-3,000km to the 
Gulf of Carpentaria. Feeding up again, then 
to Vietnam, China, Japan, up the coast to 
Korea and then inland to the Arctic. 


Upon arrival, June 5-10". it pairs and mates, 
so that by day 5, June 15", 4 eggs are laid in 
a nest of moss and lichen and incubation 
begins. It fattens up on insects and berries, 
one of the pair immediately beginning the 
return migration when weight is right. As 
soon as the chicks hatch, 21 days later, it 
begins the return journey, a total 25,000km 
round trip. 


The chicks are born with eyes open, beaks 
ready, downy. They feed themselves, ready 
to begin migration in 3 weeks. Pressure to 
return quickly is less, so the chicks take their 
time, learning to feed efficiently en route. 
When they reach Jack Smith Lake, they will 
remain until they are 2 years old and sexually 
mature, before the breeding moult and 
migration. 


Meanwhile one stint, banded originally in 
1980, is 16+ years old. Its flight record on 
migration alone (that is, not considering 
feeding flight) is 400,000km, further than 
from here to the moon. 


One re-trap at Port Hedland saltworks this 
year had been banded originally in 
Hokkaido, Japan, in August 1985. 


Ken Savage — adapted from notes supplied 
by Terri Allen for talk given in May 1997. 


On Sunday 24 August, nineteen intrepid or 
optimistic (or both) club members and 
friends set out for the Green’s Bush section 
of Mornington Peninsula National Park, with 
Henry Beames and a co-driver providing the 
transport in two mini-buses. Observing the 
fresh snow to low altitudes on the hills of the 
highway, we wondered what we were in for 
weather-wise, but were to be rewarded with 
a pleasant cool and breezy but intermittently 
sunny day on the peninsula. 
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Pat and Keith Holywell, from the Mt Martha 
club, greeted us when we arrived at Baldry’s 
Crossing, at the eastern edge of Green’s 
Bush on Main Creek. Henry then produced 
what he called morning tea, but as it 
consisted of two rounds of sandwiches and 
fruit cake with a hot drink, we all considered 
it lunch! Not only that, he next proceeded to 
present Eric Lubcke with a well-executed 
framed portrait, acclaimed by all present. 


Green’s Bush, of some 900 ha in area, is one 
of the few sustainable stands of near-natural 
vegetation on the peninsula. It includes many 
regionally rare plant communities, 
particularly wet habitat species. The Green 
family bought the block in 1926, apparently 
for ten shillings an acre. They farmed part, 
but left much as bushland. In 1975 the state 
government bought some 500 hectares from 
the family. A protracted campaign to 
preserve the area was triggered in 1985, 
when the Green family indicated it wished to 
subdivide. Some years later, in 1989, the 
purchase was completed and the land was 
added to the (then) Point Nepean National 
Park. The purchase was assisted by a public 
appeal in 1986 which raised approximately 
$1 million. 

We set off on either a long or short circuit 
walk, initially following Main Creek 
westwards and then taking in open forests 
and heathy woodlands as well as moist 
gullies with a variety of ferns. These walks 
were very pleasant with lots of interesting 
plants including orchids, grasses, rushes and 
ferns. Part of the area had been burnt and the 
most spectacular part was where the 
grasstrees had their beautifully velvetty 
flowerstalks up to Sm. Of course, as is usual 
in dense grasstree flowering areas there were 
some very twisted spikes which gave vent to 
much imagination to describe them. Here 
also the birds were more plentiful although 
the only species we actually saw on the 
grasstree flowers were the Buff-rumped 
Thornbills. The. _honeyeaters and 
treecreepers, robins and Grey Fantails were 
in the surrounding trees. There were masses 
of orchid leaves but it was just a little early 
for some to be flowering. We identified 
Nodding Greenhoods, Tall Greenhoods and 
Autumn Bird-orchids. The sunlight on the 
Tall Greenhoods made us wish for a camera! 
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Other interesting sightings were the Tall 
Sundew and the little low Scented Sundew 
with its startling white vanilla scented 
flowers. The new shoots of the Musk Daisy- 
bush with its silver-backed leaves stood out 
against the darkened burnt ground. A good 
deal of the Common Heath was in (mainly 
Pink) flower. There were some attractive 
Masses of the Scrambling Coral-fern beside 
the track. 


Leaving Green’s Bush just before 2.00pm, 
we headed south-west into the coastal 
Section of the national park, enjoying a late 
lunch (second lunch?) at The Pines picnic 
area, which is not far from Cape Schanck. 
Then we had about three quarters of an hour 
for a walk down to the coast near Fingal 
each, gaining some spectacular views of 
the exposed old basalt to the north of the 
Cape. On this walk it was coastal woodland 
with very little understorey beneath the tea- 
tree, etc.; but there were many leaves of 
Pink Fairies, probably Spider-orchids and 
reuuet Orchids, and a Gnat Orchid in 
oom. 


Some of the other plants that created interest 
uring the day included: Pink Bells, Glycine, 
Tickly Moses in bloom on a weeping form 

Of plant, masses of Dianellas, New Zealand 

Spinach, the Mountain Clematis and the 
Mall-leaf Clematis, Bursaria and Prickly 

Currant-bush. Many plants for the butterflies 

cluded Tall Saw Sedge with its delicate 
Tooped flowering branches and the stiffer 

Spiny-headed Matrush. Ferns included 

Mother Shield, Coral. Fern, Fishbone, 

bow Fern, Maidenhair, Treeferns and of 

Course, after the fire, lots of bracken. 


We boarded our buses at 3.45pm to return 
Ome, coming into the Valley in misty rain 
mec a lovely day. A concluding thought: a 
“trific weekend (two day) walk would 
Proceed from Baldry's Crossing to 
Mnamatta, entirely within this magnificent 
National park. 
Bird List for the Day 


Comm 
Little ee Starling 


S Fantail 
acred Ibis 
traw-necked Ibis 


The tour got off to a good start at the 


Australian Wood Duck 
Black Duck 
Chestnut-breasted Shelduck 
Magpie Lark 

Spotted Turtle-dove 
Masked Lapwing 
Swamphen 

Silver Gull 

Pacific gull 

White-necked Heron 
White-faced Heron 

Galah 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
White-faced Honeyeater 
Brown-headed Honeyeater 
Grey Butcherbird 

Yellow Robin 
White-browed Treecreeper 
Superb Blue-wren 
Buff-rumped Thombill 
Crimson Rosella 

Golden Whistler 


Bon Thompson, Philip Rayment and Madge 
Vinnell 


RAOU Bird Observatory at Broome. A look 
in the mangroves produced Striated Heron, 
Mangrove Golden and White-breasted 
Whistlers, Mangrove Grey Fantail, Dusky 
Gerygone and Yellow White-eye. Amongst a 
large flock of Bar-tailed Godwits and Great 
Knots we were very pleased to find a 
solitary Asian Dowitcher. 


Moving on we birded three magnificent 
sandstone gorges, Windjana, Adcock and 
Manning. They produced a host of birdlife, 
some of the more memorable species 
included Rufous Night Heron, Diamond 
Dove, Northern Rosella, White-throated and 
Green-backed  Gerygones, Sandstone 
Shrikethrush, Black-tailed Treecreeper, Bar- 
pees Honeyeater and Olive-backed 
Oriole. 


Next. we drove into the heart of the 
Kimberleys, to the remote and _ pristine 
Mitchell Plateau. Our birding here was 
concentrated around three spectacular 
waterfalls and the tumbled sandstone 
escarpments that surround them. The main 
focus of the tour was to observe the Black 
Grasswren; found nowhere else on Earth, it 
is without a doubt the ornithological jewel of 
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the Kimberleys. Fortunately for us, they 
behaved perfectly; responding to tape they 
sang back at us before scurrying from rock 
to rock, as they slowly circled our party; 
giving every group member present a perfect 
look at them, two males and one female, a 
very memorable experience. 


In this superb area we also enjoyed watching 
such interesting species as Brown Quail, 
Bush-hen, Pacific Heron, Black Falcon, 
White-quilled Rock-Pigeon, Varied 
Lorikeet, Rainbow Pitta, White-lined 
Honeyeater, White-browed Robin, Northern 
Fantail, Yellow Oriole and Figbird. 


Our final destination was Kununurra, 
situated in the heart of the Ord River 
imrigation district. We enjoyed some 
excellent birding here, observing many 
species of birds, Australian Pelican, White- 
bellied Sea-Eagle, Comb-crested Jacana, 
Spotted Harrier, a remarkably tame Baillon’s 
Crake, lots of White-browed Crakes, Glossy 
Ibis, Radjah Shelduck, Pied Heron, Black- 
breasted Buzzard and Spinifex Pigeon spring 
to mind. But surely the highlight was the 
great variety of finches that can be found in 
this area; we very much enjoyed watching 
the antics of flocks of Double-barred, Zebra, 
Long-tailed, Masked, Crimson, Star and 
Chestnut-breasted Finches, together with the 
rare and endangered Yellow-rumped and 
Pictorella Mannikins and Gouldian Finch. 


We observed 142 species of birds, eight 
species of mammals and seven species of 
reptiles. The bird species daily counts ranged 
from 50 to 97. 

Jim and Florence Blucher 
NIGHTSHADES ON EXCURSION 21.7.97 
There were two different Nightshades near 
the river at APM pondage. The purple 
flowered species was Solanum americanum 
as the flower stalks all came from one 
central point, the calyx was tightly rolled 
back from the fruit and the leaves and stalks 
were glabrous. This is an introduced species. 


The white flowered species was Solanum 
opacum. The flower stalks did not all come 
from one point as three came from the top of 
the peduncle and two other flowers were 
below that point. The calyx was only slightly 
turned back from the fruit and the leaves and 
stalks were hairy with the longer hairs 
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having tiny glands on their tips. This species 
is not introduced but native to Australia and . 
New Zealand. 


Bon Thompson 
THE MOE-YALLOURN RAIL TRAIL 


A Committee of Management has recently 
been formed to oversee the development of 
the nine kilometre long disused Moe to 
Yallourn rail line as a walking/bicycling and 
horseriding track between Narracan Drive in 
Moe and the Yallourn Power Station. 


A working bee last month removed many 
years’ worth of accumulated rubbish 
including several dumped car bodies. Work 
is currently under way to erect safety railings 
on the Narracan Creek Bridge crossing, 
remove blackberries and other introduced 
weeds, and improve drainage. 


The development of the trail will include 
considerable planting of native shrubs and 
trees with emphasis on compatibility with 
surrounding areas such as the Botanic 
Gardens and protection of the environment, 
trail interpretive signs, rest stations and 
public safety improvement. 


On Saturday 6" September our club’s 
Botany Group spent a very pleasant morning 
walking along the trail from the Botanic 
Gardens to the road near Lowanna 
Secondary College to do a survey of its flora 
to assist this very worthwhile project. 

Gill Bremner 


As some eucalypts were in flower down at 
Lake Narracan we saw six different species 
of Honeyeaters including the Yellow-tufted 
Honeyeaters. The Bellbirds, or Bell Miners, 
were plentiful and in full voice. However as 
they had three different calls that day we 
were expecting to find other birds. Apart 
from the bell call we all know, the immature 
birds were calling “yik yik” (Pizzey’s 
description) and the other call was a 
“scolding, churring -call”. However after 
much observation we decided all these calls 
were coming from the same species of bird. 


The Whipbird was calling although we did 
not see it. 


The total number of birds recorded was 
thirty species. 


Bon Thompson 
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Club: Contact: ~ Meeting: 

Latrobe Valley Secretary 7.30 pm on the fourth Friday of 

FNC Inc. Mrs W Savage each month at the Moe 
LVENC Inc. Community Health Centre, 
PO Box 1205 Fowler Street 
Morwell 3840 Moe Vic. 3825 
(03) 5634 2246 | 
Assistant Secretary 
Mr R Carey 
(03) 5628 3903 

Sale FNC Mrs Betty Jarvis 8 pm on the first Friday of each 
64 Powerscourt St month at Room 13, Continuing 
Maffra 3860 Education Centre, Raymond St. 
(03) 5147 2151 Sale Vic 3850 

Bairnsdale FNC Inc. Mrs Pat Tratt . 8 pm on the third Friday of each 
P.O. Box 563 month at Bairnsdale 
Bairnsdale 3875 Neighbourhood House 
(03) 5156 2683 Dalmahoy St., Bairnsdale 3875 
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Due March 31st. Please forward to Hon. Treasurer © Mr Bruce Adams 
(Cheques made payable to LVFNC Inc) 7 Lorikeet Place 
____ Traralgon 3844 
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Club Inc. The Club subscription includes the "Naturalist". 


Brief contributions and short articles on any aspect of natural history are invited from 
members of all clubs. Articles, including those covering Club speakers and excursions, 
would typically be around one A4 side in length, and should not exceed 1,000 words. - 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 
Meeting: Friday 24 October Victoria’s Polar Dinosaurs — Tom Rich 


Excursion: Saturday 25 October Labertouche Forest. Meet 10am at Labertouche Hall, 
approximately 6km from Princes Hwy up Labertouche Rd. 


Bird Group Excursion: Monday 3 November to Sale Common. Meet 10am at 
Lake Guthridge behind the Sale Police Station. 
Botany Group: Saturday 1 November — this will be another field trip - to 


_ Australian Paper Conservation Reserve (Orchard’s Block). 
All welcome. Contact: Wendy Savage (03) 5634 2246. 


Mesting: Friday 28 November El Nino — Speaker from the Weather Bureau 
Excursion: Saturday 29 November __ Traralgon Railway Reservoir Conservation Reserve. Meet 
10am in Rose Ave, at the end of Francis St, off Bank St on 
southem side of railway line. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK 
Action days are the second Sunday of the month. Contact Jack Brooks for details. 
Phone (03) 5623 1563. 


FRIENDS OF EDWARD HUNTER BUSH HERITAGE RESERVE 
Meet at Coalville Road carpark at 1.00pm on the second Tuesday of each month. Contact Dulcie 
-Sambell for details. Phone (03) 5127 6751 


FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris (03) 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact Maurice Poulton (03) 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP 

Contacts: Clive Minton (03) 9589 4901 - home and Graeme Rowe (03) 5662 2449 - home 
Next activity: Saturday 8 to Sunday 9 November — Queenscliff/Swan Bay — Red Knot, etc. 
Wednesday 19 to Saturday 22 November — French Island - Greenshank , 


_ FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre (03) 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

Secretary - PO Box 233, Leongatha 3953. Phone (03) 5655 1381. 

Next activity: Sunday 9 November — Wuckatsch’s Reserve, and visit to Nyora Flora & Fauna 
Reserve. Meet 10am opposite General Store, Nyora. Contact Aletta Wolswinkel (03) 5659 4303 


PLEASE NOTE — MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 


(See back cover for details) 
DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 14 NOVEMBER 
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BANDICOOTS 


At the August 1997 meeting, John Seebeck, 
a biologist from the Department of Natural 
Resources and Environment shared his 
knowledge and experiences of bandicoots. 
John gave an overview of the different 
species of bandicoots and then elaborated on 
the biology and conservation management of 
the Eastern Barred Bandicoot. The address 
was appropriately illustrated with slides of 
bandicoots. 


Overview. Bandicoots are nocturnal 
Marsupials and many species look similar. 
They are classified within two families-the 
Peroryctidae and the Peramelidae. The 
Peroryctids are the rain-forest bandicoots 
from New Guinea and the far north-east of 
ia. The Peramelides are the 
bandicoots of the dry lands and can be 
gtouped into four categories. The two 
bandicoot families are differentiated by their 
teeth structure, relative length of their tail 
and the texture of their hair. Currently ten 
Species of bandicoots are recognised in each 
family but some species are now extinct. 


Bandicoots possess an elongated snout and a 
Short neck. Their fore-feet are adapted for 
digging and their hind-feet are kangaroo- 
like. They dig conical holes in the soil when 
digging for food. Bandicoots main food 
Source consists of invertebrates and plant 
Material such as bulbs, tubers and roots. 
Bilbies are the only bandicoots which make 
Substantial burrows to shelter. Bandicoots 
tend to live independent lives and although 
Not very vocal, tend to sneeze frequently. 
Female bandicoots typically have backward- 
Opening pouches, eight teats and rear litters 
of around three. 


The Rufous Spiny Bandicoot is the only 
€roryctid bandicoot found in Australia. Its 
Stribution is limited to northern Cape York 
insula. The species lives in lowland 

tropical rainforest and woodlands. 


The ten Peramelid bandicoot species (in their 
Our categories) are:- 
Ort-nosed bandicoots 
Golden Bandicoot 
Northern Brown Bandicoot — 


Southern Brown Bandicoot 
Long-nosed bandicoots 

Eastern Barred Bandicoot 

Western Barred Bandicoot 

Desert Bandicoot (now extinct) 


Long-nosed Bandicoot 
Bilbies 

Bilby 
Lesser Bilby 
Pig-footed 

Pig-footed Bandicoot (now extinct) 


(now extinct) 


These ten species are (or were) all found in 
Australia. The Eastern Barred Bandicoot, 
the Southern Brown Bandicoot and the 
Long-nosed Bandicoot are the three species 
still found in Victoria. 


Eastern Barred Bandicoot. The Eastern 
Barred Bandicoot (Perameles gunnii) is 
found in the western grasslands of Victoria 
and Tasmania. The preferred habitat is tall, 
dense grass with some tree or shrub cover. 
By about 1980. Eastern Barred Bandicoots 
were restricted to the City of Hamilton- the 
Municipal Tip being the most well-known 
site! As captive breeding of this species has 
been successful, Eastern Barred Bandicoots 
have been re-introduced in seven different 
locations in Western Victoria. 


Eastern Barred Bandicoots make grass-lined 
nests where they rest during the day. The 
nests are made just below the surface of the 
ground. The species is a rapid developer and 
adult females are capable of breeding from 
3'/, to 4 months. Gestation is very short, only 
12'/, days, which is followed by a pouch life 
of 60 to 70 days. Females have eight teats 
and litter sizes range from one to four. 
Victorian Eastern Barred Bandicoots may 
breed throughout the year and may have 
three litters in a year. Their life expectancy is 
about two years. 


The Eastern Barred Bandicoot faces many 
threats. Less thanl% of its original habitat 
remains as the grasslands have been cleared 
for agriculture. Fires and drought are a 
threat. Foxes, dogs and cats kill and eat 
bandicoots. Mortality also results from road 
kills and Toxoplasmosis, a disease spread by 


cats. Fortunately for Eastern Barred ~ 
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Bandicoots, the species has a_ high 
reproductive rate and can adapt well to 
modified habitats. 


Since European settlement, the Eastern 
Barred Bandicoot has suffered a dramatic 
decline in range and abundance. An Action 
Statement for the Eastern Barred Bandicoot 
has been published and a Recovery Plan 
implemented. Various community groups, 
private land-owners and universities in 
recent years have made contributions for the 
conservation of the species. 


John Seebeck was optimistic in relation to 
the future of the Victorian Eastern Barred 
Bandicoot. This outlook is in contrast to 
other species of New Guinea and Australian 
bandicoots. I am sure those people at the 
meeting found John's address on bandicoots 
interesting and informative. 


Rob de Souza-Daw 
Ed. John Seebeck, DNRE 


Heaths are the family Epacridaceae, and are 
usually shrubs with small leaves. Flowers 
have 5 petals and 5 stamens, and 3 sepals 
which are joined. They are very closely 
related to Ericaceae, which is mainly found 
in Europe and South Africa, with only a few 
genera in Australia, which include the 
Gaultheria  (wax-berry) and a native 
Rhododendron in Queensland. This family 
has flowers with 10 petals and 10 stamens. 


Heathlands contain many members of the 
Epacridaceae, and this is inhospitable land 
for plants with impoverished soil, such as 
areas which may be windy, boggy, rocky, in 
a frost hollow or at high altitude. They are 
woody shrubs with hard shiny leaves 
(although some may be woolly) which are 
small, to keep in moisture, and dark to 
maximize photosynthesis. An unusual feature 
is that the upper layer of the leaf contains 
lignin, which is usually only present for 
strengthening in the branches and trunks of 
plants. The veins in the leaves are never net 
veins: they are either parallel in long narrow 
leaves, or palmate in round leaves. Their 
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fruits can either be a capsule, or a fleshy 
fruit. 


Victoria’s floral emblem is a heath, Epacris 
impressa, the common heath, and this was . 
suggested by Dr Willis when he was working 
at the Herbarium and was asked by the 
Government to suggest a suitable plant. It is 
a very suitable choice as it cheers us up in 
winter. Heaths grow throughout most of 
Australia, but are not found in the really hot 
dry northern part of Australia. They also 
grow in New Zealand, and South-east Asia, 
but no further north. 


Slides were shown of samples from most of 
the heath genera which are found on the 
eastern coast of Australia. Hillary has 
produced a very simple key (see below) to 
separate the different genera, which although 
it may not be strictly botanically correct, 
only uses the simple features of the plants 
which are not hard to find. It is mainly based 
on whether the leaves are sheathing or non- 
sheathing, the fruits are capsules or fleshy 
drupes, and the degree of hairiness of the 
lobes of the petals. 


The first group shown were those whose 
leaves were sheathing, and fruits were 
capsules and these genera were Sprengelia, 
Richea and Dracophyllum. 


The Epacris is the other genus with capsular 


. fruit, but its leaves are not sheathing. 


All the other heaths shown had fleshy fruit 
and non-sheathing leaves. These included the 
Leucopogons (beard-heaths), Sprengelias 
(swamp-heaths),  Monotocas _(broom- 
heaths), Brachylomas (daphne-heaths). The 
slides highlighted the beauty of the often 
small flowers which may be overlooked 
amongst taller or more showy shrubs. Some 
lovely slides were shown of carpets of 
flowering heaths, such as in the Grampians, 
and a spectacular display at Anglesea three 
and a half years after the fires. 


Wendy Savage 
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EPACRIDACEAE — Key Supplied by Hillary Weatherhead 27.9.97 


EPACRIDACEAE 


L] Leaves Sheathing — Fruit a Capsule 


[_] No scars on stem; Corolla tube very short; many floral bracts 


[_] Scars on stem 

[_] Upper Corolla shed as cap 

[_] Corolla a tube with 5 lobes 
Leaves not Sheathing 
[_] Corolla without hairs; Fruit a capsule 
[_]Fruit fleshy 


[_] Anthers exerted; Lobes rolled back and hairy 


[_] Anthers wholly or partly enclosed 


Sprengelia _) 
) 
Richea ) 
Dracophyllum ) 
) 
Epacris ) 


Styphelia 


[__] Lobes with tuft of hair at centre; corolla long, narrow, red or yellow Astroloma 


[_] Lobes with tuft of hair at tips 
[_] Lobes very hairy 


[_] Flowers white or reddish; fruit a drupe 
[_] Flowers white; mat plant of Alps; 5 pyrenes 


[_] Lobes with sparse hairs 


Acrotriche 


Leucopogon 
Pentachondra 


[__] Hairs or scales reflexed; bud imbricate; corolla longer than sepals _Brachyloma 


[_] Corolla short bell, obtuse ciliate sepals, bud valvate 


[_] Lobes glabrous 


Melichrus 


[_] Throat hairy; bracts and bracteoles several mm below flower Lissanthe 
[_] Throat +/- hairy; bracts and bracteoles overlap sepals; 


sub-alpine, purple berry with 5-10 pyrenes 
[_] Corolla glabrous; wide bell, very small +/-2mm. 
[_] Corolla tubular, small, +/- hairs inside; coastal in Vic. 


REPORT ON BUSINESS MEETING 
HELD 22.997 __ 


General Meetings & Excursions 


friday 24 October: Tom Rich — Victoria’s 
Olar Dinosaurs 


Saturday 25 October: Excursion to 
abertouche Forest. Meet 10am _ at 
abertouche Hall — approx 6km from 
"ces Hwy along Labertouche Road. 


Friday 28 November: Speaker from the 
father Bureau on El Nino 


Saturday 29 November: Excursion to 
aralgon Railway Reservoir Conservation 


Trochocarpa 
Monotoca 
Cyathodes 


Reserve. Meet 10am in Rose Avenue, at 
the end of Francis St off Bank St on 
southern side of railway line. 


Finance — Balance 


Cheque A/c $1937 
Investment A/c $1830 
Conservation A/c $7997 


Business Arising, Correspondence & 
General Business 


Brochure Project — applied for $2700 grant 
from Parks Victoria © Community 
Environment Fund. 


'ssue No. 403 October 1997 


Page 3 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist 


Fire Safety & Bushland Conservation 
Seminar — B and O Thompson attended 
and tabled report. 


EV and VNPA Regional Catchment 
Awareness Survey — B and O Thompson 
completed. 


VFNCA 1998 March Camp publicity — 
copies to be made for GM. 


Environment Australia — club will restrict 
responses to Gippsland. 


Summer Camp at Licola — booked from 
2pm Friday 16" to Sunday 18” January 
1998. Cost $10 per night for adults and 
accommodates about 60. Information is 
being sent. 


Wilsons Prom Spring Camp 1998 — Tidal 
River accommodation can be booked 12 
months in advance, so will book on 9" 
October 1997. Information and prices are 
being sent. 


Glenmaggie Flora and Fauna Reserve — re 
reply to work experience  student’s 
information request; her project has 
finished but Peter Lawrence seemed 
interested in club extending the plant list. 
Heyfield Tourism group is interested in 
developing a nature walk and car park. 
Club will conduct survey Saturday 4° 
October — meet 10am at big log in 
Heyfield. The AP (Orchard Block) reserve 
survey will be conducted Saturday 1* 
November — meet 10am at corner of 
Hyland Hwy and Grand Ridge Road. 


Lake Narracan Community Environment 
Fund submission — Secretary met with Leo 
Billington and discussed submission to 
repair and prevent bank erosion, and 
revegetate area on south shore of lake. Our 
club was mentioned as _ supporting 
submission. 


Guidelines for club representation on 
community groups — draft adopted with 
minor changes. Copy to be displayed at 
GM, and placed in magazine, with details 


and request for representatives for unfilled ~ 


positions. 


Hazelwood Power Environment 
Consultative Committee — John Larson will 
represent club. 


Power line clearing - query from Jack 
Brooks about clearing each side of lines. B 
Thompson reported that Eastern Energy 
clearance is plant specific — looking at 
regrowth in 3 years; has been in touch with 
Shire also. 


Treasurer has investigated § Cash 
Management Trusts and the committee 
agreed to invest the conservation and 
investment monies in the Commonwealth 
Cash Management Trust, subject to a 
motion at the GM. 


Conservation Matters 


LaTrobe Shire Landscape Master Plan — 
report from Phil. Emphases on entrances to 
Shire by Princes Hwy, floral arrangements, 
focus on tree planting in wet areas etc. 


Moe-Yallourn Rail Trail -— Botany 
excursion, Saturday 6" September 
produced lists for first two sections from 
Botanic Gardens to Old Sale Road. 
Permission has since been received for 
access to SEC area. Some members will 
continue list in next fortnight. Report to be 
sent to Committee and Fred Boreham. We 
see focus as recreational rather than pure 
conservation, so retain desirable non- 
invasive exotic species, and 
eliminate/control invasive species. Future 
plantings local indigenous so will provide 
plant list from Edward Hunter Reserve. 


Holey Plains Draft Management Plan has 
arrived — seek a volunteer at GM to read it. 


Lake Wellington Draft Management Plan — 
sent response. 


GUIDELINES FOR CLUB REPRES- 
ENTATION ON COMMUNITY GROUPS | 


From time to time, the Club either seeks, or 
is invited to provide, representation on 
community groups. The Committee may 
support such representation where it is 
considered to be in line with the objectives 
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of the Club, to advance the conservation of 
indigenous flora and fauna of the region 
and of the natural environment generally. 


In such cases, expressions of interest in 
Serving as representative will be sought by 
the Committee. Following nomination by 
the Club, and acceptance by the relevant 
Organisation, representatives will be asked 
to observe the following guidelines: 


In broad terms, their roles are to: 


(1) compile input on management 
proposals from the perspective of 
protection of indigenous flora and 
fauna and of their habitat/wider 
ecosystem; 

(1) obtain and provide advice on 
natural history values, including 
protection of threatened species and 
establishment of suitable practices 
for rehabilitation where 
appropriate; 

(1) ensure that such input is based on 
well-founded field data and 
scientific information rather than 
individual opinion 


Representatives are encouraged, where 
Possible, to discuss both formal 
Submissions and input to deliberations with 
€ Club Committee before these are 
Odged. This is intended primarily to assist 
Tepresentatives in their role. 


Representatives are asked to provide 
annual reports, preferably at the time of the 
annual general meeting, and to report back 
at other times as appropriate. Such reports 
and feedback may be published in the 
wa obe Valley Naturalist for the 
Ormation of the wider membership. 


“DITOR’S NOTE: While we are on this 

ubject — representatives are required for 
al Our Energy P/L Environmental 

Witunity Consultation Group and the 
tilda Environment Park Board of 

na agement. Please consider taking on 

Rae of these roles — it could be a whole 
W experience! 


0 


SOS MT WORTH 


At the September general meeting, Jack 
Brooks reported extensive tree falls at Mt 
Worth during the late August storm (when 
the Green’s Bush excursioners were 
enjoying a cold but sunny day). The 
Friends urgently need extra volunteers for 
their second Sunday working bees to help 
with track clearing. Next working bee is on 
Sunday 9" November. 


STICK INSECTS — WE WANT YOU! 


Rob deSouza-Daw met Stephen Fellenberg 
who is an authority on Australian Stick 
Insects and has asked members to collect 
any stick insects they see for him. They can 
be kept in captivity by feeding on gum 
leaves. It helps to put sugar in the water 
the gum leaves are kept in as this helps the 
leaves to transpire and so improve the 
edibility for the insects. Rob would like 
members to put the stick insects in a box, 
and either let him have them, or send them 
direct to Stephen Fellenberg, 11 Appaloosa 
Circuit, Blairmount NSW 2559. Telephone 
02 4628 5450. Mobile 0419 696 691. 


VENCA CAMPOUT 6-9 MARCH 1998 | 


Next year’s Labour Day weekend campout 
is being run jointly by the Ringwood FNC 
and the Upper Goulburn FNC. 


Venue:‘Elkanah’ Guesthouse, Buxton Rd, 
Marysville (approx 2km north of the town) 


Dates: Friday 6 to Monday 9" March 


Catering: All meals provided from dinner 
Friday evening to lunch Monday. Tea and 
coffee facilities available. 


Accommodation: Bedrooms sleep 2, 3 or 4 
people in beds or bunks. Electric blankets, 
blankets and. pillows provided. BYO bed 
linen and towels. 


Alternatively, there are motels and other 

guesthouses available in Marysville, and a 

caravan park is nearby. See RACV 

accommodation guides. 

Cost: 

Registration & Insurance $ 22.00 

Accommodation 6-9 March $110.00 
Total $132.00 
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Meals only are available: 


-Packed lunches $8.50 
- Dinner $15.00 
Excursions: 


Proposed excursions include some with a 
geological, botanical and ornithological 
bias, to Lake Mountain, Keppels Falls, 
Keppels Lookout, various tracks around 
Marysville, Lady Talbot Drive, Snobs 
Creek Trout Hatchery, McKenzie Reserve, 
Fraser NP, Cambarville and Cathedral 
Range. Self-guided excursions will also be 
arranged. 


Suggestions for excursions and offers to 
lead an excursion would be welcomed. 
(See under ‘Enquiries’ below). 


Bookings are now being accepted. A 
booking fee of $30.00 a person, including 
registration and insurance, will secure a 
place at ‘Elkanah’ ($22.00 otherwise). 
Further information on the campout will be 
sent later in the year to Clubs and to all 
who register. 


Payments. Cheques should be made 
payable to “VFNCA’ and sent to — 
Geoff Travers 
Treasurer, Campout Committee 
23/2 Old Stud Road 
Wantirna South 3152 


Enquiries. Please direct all enquiries, 
suggestions and offers to: 
Judith Cooke — 6 Parkhill Drive, 
Ringwood 3134. 
Phone 03 9870 8739 
Lorraine Pyke — 149 Crystal Creek 
Rd, Alexandra 3714. 
Phone 03 5772 1189 
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CD-ROM — PLANTS OF AUSTRALIA 


Published by Diversity Media, distributed 
by Dataflow (02) 9417- 
9710. RRP $79.95 


Denise Greig’s Plants of Australia contains 
over 700 colour photographs of native 
plants and over 50 video clips. The 
contents screen offers six main topics: Field 
Trips, Plant Categories; A to Z Index; 
Overview; Gallery; and Games. 


In Plant Categories you can choose a plant 
genus from the menu and browse through a 
selection of species, while the A-Z Index 
will take you directly to any plant or topic. 
Field Trips explore six plant habitats in 
detail — deserts, rainforests, alpine, 
wetlands, forests and wildflowers of WA. 
In Overview there is information on 
Australian plants in general — covering 
vegetation zones, origins, Aboriginal 
botany, gardening, floral emblems, naming, 
adaptation and decorative uses. There are 
games and quizzes at different skill levels 
to test plant knowledge, and in the Gallery 
you can view a random selection of photos 
or videos. 


On the down side — you can print text and 
pictures, but you cannot save text or 
images to disk, thus limiting usefulness for 
research, and to find a plant by name you 


have to go to the initial alphabet category 
and scroll. 


Overall it is an excellent resource on 
Australian native plants, and the software is 
developed and published in Australia — an 
added bonus. 


From an article by Linda Bruce in the 
Weekend Australian 4-5 October 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Club: Contact: ~ Meeting: 

Latrobe Valley Secretary | 7.30 pm on the fourth Friday of 

ENC Inc. Mrs W Savage each month at the Moe 
LVENC Inc. Community Health Centre, 
PO Box 1205 Fowler Street 
Morwell 3840 Moe Vic. 3825 

; (03) 5634 2246 
ecyont Secretary 
R Carey 

i) 5628 3203 

Sale FNC Mrs Betty Jarvis | 8 pm on the first Friday of each 
64 Powerscourt St month at Room 13, Continuing 
Maffra 3860 Education Centre, Raymond St. 
(03) 5147 2151 _ Sale Vic 3850 

Bairnsdale FNC Inc. Mrs Pat Tratt 8 pm on the third Friday of each 

~ P.O. Box 563 month at Bairnsdale _ . 

Bairnsdale 3875 _ Neighbourhood House 
(03) 5156 2683 vee? - Dalmahoy St., Bairnsdale 3875 

Subscriptions: he 

Due March 31st. Please forward to Hon. Treasurer © Mr Bruce Adams 
(Cheques made payable to LVFNC Inc) 7 Lorikeet Place 
| Traralgon 3844 — 


Naturalist: $15, Family: $29, Single Member: $21, Junior Member: $15 | 
Half fees apply for those joining after 31 August. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist is the official publication of the Latrobe Valley Niet Naturals 
Club Inc. The Club subscription includes the "Naturalist". ry 


Brief contributions and short articles on any aspect of natural fet are ted from 
members of all clubs. Articles, including those covering Club speakers and excursions, 
would typically be around one A4 side in length, and should not ceed 1,000 words. 


Responsibility for the accuracy of nisi and opinions expressed i in this magazine rests 


_ with the author of the article. 


Contributions should be addressed to: Mrs GillBremner 
Editor, LV Naturalist 
PO Box SAM 
. TRARALGON VIC 3844 
~ Phone: (03) 5195 5353 home 


(03) 5122 6880 work 
Email: Scribex@Bigpond.com 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 
Meeting: Friday 28 November E] Nino — Speaker from Bureau of Meteorology 


Excursion: Saturday 29 November __ Traralgon Railway Reservoir conservation reserve. Meet 
10am in Rose Avenue, at the end of francis St, off Bank St 
on southern side of railway line. 


Bird Group Excursion: Monday 1 December to Wirilda. Meet 10am at comer of 
Clarke’s Rd and Tyers-Yallourn North Rd. 
Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following the 


excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage (03) 5634 2246. 


CHRISTMAS PARTY SATURDAY 13 DECEMBER FROM 12 NOON 
Nora O’Reilly’s, Ranch Rd, Tanjil South. From Moe take the Walhalla Rd, then Willow Grove 
Rd for 1.6km. Turn left into Ranch Rd, first house on the right after the corner house. 


Meeting: Friday 9 January Members’ Night — open theme. 
SUMMER CAMP AT LICOLA — JANUARY 16-18 — see Business Meeting Report for details. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK 


Action days are the second Sunday of the month. Contact Jack Brooks for details. 
Phone (03) 5623 1563. 


FRIENDS OF EDWARD HUNTER BUSH HERITAGE RESERVE 


Meet at Coalville Road carpark at 1.00pm on the second Tuesday of each month. Contact Dulcie 
Sambell for details. Phone (03) 5127 6751 : 


FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris (03) 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact Maurice Poulton (03) 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP 


Contacts: Clive Minton (03) 9589 4901 - home and Graeme Rowe (03) 5662 2449 - home 
Next activity: There are several activities during December — contact above for details, 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK — 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre (03) 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
Secretary - PO Box 233, Leongatha 3953. Phone (03) 5655 1381. 


Next activity: School holidays — National Parks & Coast Action activities around the Bunurong and 
South Gippsland area. Bookings and information at Bunurong Environment Centre 10am-Spm 
weekends and holidays. Phone (03) 5674 3738 ; 


PLEASE NOTE— MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 
DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 9 JANUARY 
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STOP PRESS!! —-_- 


BOOK LAUNCH at Peter and Sue Lendon’s 
bookshop, 95 Princes Hwy, Yarragon, 6pm 
Friday 28 November. The book is Sub-Alpine 
Flora of the Baw Baw Plateau by Kathie and 
Peter Strickland. Our president Phil Rayment is 
doing the launching, and copies of the book will 
be available through the club. 


We always seem to enjoy a warm welcome at 
the Rotamah Island Bird Observatory, now in 
the good hands of wardens Barbara Moss and 
Peter Mitchell. It was positively hot when 
fifteen members and friends arrived by boat 
from Trapper Point on Saturday 11 October, 
followed a little later by two more who arrived 
1 spectacular style in their own canoe! 

This camp was quite a contrast with the one we 
held at Rotamah Island four years ago, which 
followed a somewhat wetter winter. This time 
there was to be no need for any heroic piggy- 


ia backing over sections of the Little Rotamah 


Island boardwalk and bridges. Despite the 
Teduced number of wildflowers, we again 
€njoyed the diverse experience of this 
Wonderful nature reserve. 


After a delicious lunch, most of us set out on 
the circuit walk to the west of the island, across 
the Causeway to the Ninety Mile Beach, north- 
fast to Little Rotamah via either the beach or 
the sheltered Ocean Grange Track, finally 
Tetuming to the Observatory via Little Rotamah 
and the north-east of the island. The beach 
walkers enjoyed the sight of - Australasian 

fannets plummeting vertically into the sea, 
diving for fish. On the inland track, the many 

itd sightings included a good view of two 
polden Whistlers at close range. Elsie Coggan 
‘sted 37 birds for the afternoon, taking in the 
__1sland and adjoining coastal strip. (List Page 2.) 
Following dinner on Saturday evening, Peter 
‘ook some of us bush for some spot-lighting, 

© Test being distracted by Wendy’s and Ken’s 
Penchant for mind-benders. Peter found a 
Gould’s Wattled Bat, Chalinolobus Gouldii, 


ch tumed out to have been banded two . 


years ago and again caught in a harp trap last 
year. This delightful bat is approximately 
70mm in head and body length, and is 
apparently widespread throughout Australia. 


On Sunday morning, Peter led an excursion to 
the eastern end of the island, one objective 
being to spot the Striated Calamanthus 
(Fieldwren). We enjoyed watching a flock of 
Musk Lorikeets in a beautiful flowering 
Spotted Gum near the Observatory. A very 
healthy looking Common Blue-tongued Lizard 
awaited us on the East Track. Peter showed us 
the Swamp Rat trails through some of the 
patches of Sword Sedge. Several specimens of 
Tiger Orchid, Diuris sulphurea, were found in 
flower amongst the sedge, and nearby was one 
of the small number of isolated bulbine lilies 
found in bloom during the weekend. Reaching 
the water at the eastern tip, we viewed a flock 
of Little Black Cormorants on the water. Peter 
noted that a couple of thousand of these birds 
brood near Paynesville. Spotted also were two 
Caspian terns and a variety of cormorants on 
and near the remnant of the jetty. We returned 
to the Observatory via the Forest Track, with an 
unsuccessful detour to Little Rotamah, looking 
for the Calamanthus. Julie Parker, by going on 
ahead of the group, managed to sight one of 
these birds from near the footbridge. 


Some of us were able to delay our departure 
until late in the afternoon, and so after lunch 
explored the western end of the island. We 
were able to sit for a while beside the dam at 
the junction of the West and Lake Reeve tracks, 
to watch a flock of Silvereyes flitting to and 
from a large log to drink. A great opportunity to 
appreciate the beautiful hues of olive-green, » 
yellow, buff and grey of these distinctive birds. 
We also saw a Yellow-faced Honeyeater here. _ 
Our thanks go to Peter and Barbara for looking 
after us so well and providing a mine of 
information through the Observatory. We shall 
need to maintain an interest in this invaluable 
facility, as the current operating arrangements — 
between DNRE and Birds Australia terminate 
in about two and a half years time. 


Philip Rayment 
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Bird List for Rotamah Island 11-12 October 1997 


Emu Rainbow Lorikeet Eastern Whipbird 
Black Swan Musk Lorikeet Olive Whistler 
Pacific Black Duck Crimson Rosella Golden Whistler 
Chestnut Teal Eastern Rosella Grey Shrike-thrush 
Australasian Gannet Fan-tail Cuckoo Grey Fantail 
Darter Golden Bronze Cuckoo Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Little Pied Cormorant Laughing Kookaburra Olive-backed Oriole 
Little Black Cormorant White-throated Treecreeper Grey Butcherbird 
Great Cormorant Superb Fairy Wren Australian Magpie 
Australian Pelican Striated Pardalote Grey Currawong 
White-faced Heron Spotted Pardalote Australian Raven 
White-necked Heron White-browed Scrubwren Little Raven 
White-bellied Sea-eagle Striated Fieldwren Welcome Swallow 
Masked Lapwing Brown Thormbill Tree Martin 
Pacific Gull Red Wattlebird Silvereye 
Silver Gull Little Wattlebird Bassian Thrush 
Caspian Tern - Noisy Miner Common Blackbird 
Crested Tern Yellow-faced Honeyeater Common Starling 
Spotted Turtle-dove New Holland Honeyeater Common Myna 
Brush Bronzewing Eastern Spinebill 

’ Gang-Gang Cockatoo Eastern Yellow Robin 


(Goneral AN & Thema 


Friday 28 November: Speaker from the 
Weather Bureau on El Nino 


Saturday 29 November: Excursion to Traralgon 
Railway Reservoir Conservation Reserve. Meet 
10am in Rose Avenue, at the end of Francis St 
off Bank St on southern side of railway line. 


CHRISTMAS PARTY: Saturday 13 
December from 12 noon at Nora O’Reilly’s, 
Ranch Road, Tanjil South. From Moe take the 
Walhalla Road, then Willow Grove Rd for 
1.6km. Turn left into Ranch Rd, first house on 
the right after the comer house. BYO food and 
drinks, table and chairs, portable BBQ if 
possible. The club will provide punch and 
Christmas cake, and the usual after lunch quiz 
rewarded by Minties, etc. BE THERE OR BE 
SQUARE! 

Friday 9 January: Members’ Night — bring 
along slides, photos and items of interest. 


Friday 16 to Sunday 18 January: Summer 
Camp at Licola — see list at GM. 
$10/person/night at Welcola (school camp). 
Finance — Balance 

Cheque A/c $1843.85 

Investment A/c & Conservation A/c are now 
combined in a Cash Met Trust - $9832.44 - 
Business _ Arising, 
General Business 
Program 1998 — Wilsons Prom booking for 
Spring Camp 9-10 October. 24 bed lodge has" 
been booked for 2 nights for $790 — 
$16.50/person/night. 

Brochure project funding application contact 
from Graeme Baxter, Ranger at Foster seeking 
further information re distribution of brochure. 
Summer camp at Licola — info is arrived; 
$10/person/night, list at GM. 


Conservation Matters 
Moe-Yalloum Rail Trail — section from Old 
Sale Rd to Sullivans Track surveyed and list 
and recommendations sent to Committee. _ 


Correspondence & 
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Yallourn Energy Launch of Maryvale Field 
dinner attended by Phil. Ask again at GM for 
representative for the environment committee. 


Glenmaggie Flora & Fauna Reserve — did plant 
Survey at September Botany excursion and list 
to be sent to Heyfield DNRE. 

Botany plant census at Knob Reserve, 
Stratford, Sunday November 9. 

Traralgon RRCR have $5000 grant to do 
botanical survey and prepare management plan 
of Reserve and Traralgon to Bairnsdale railway. 
Information day with botanical walk led by 
Max James, DNRE Sunday November 2. 
Purple Diuris orchid count annual count 
conducted October 20. 

Botany excursion Saturday November 1 to 
Reserve. 


A recent addition to the club library is a book 
Just published about the Galbraith family. It is a 
fascinating account of Andrew Galbraith and 
Sarah Ross (Jean Galbraith’s grandparents) and 
their families, who emigrated from Scotland 
and England in the 1850s, and settled in 
Beechworth. They later moved to Tyers, where 
Jean was bom in 1906. Andrew Galbraith 
became a prominent businessman in Tyers and 
Traralgon, and was “a prime mover in the 
establishment of the Tyers Primary School, the 
Tyers Mechanics Institute and getting a bridge 


built over the LaTrobe River” (from the cover 
Notes). 


The book is divided into two sections — Part iL, 
drew and Sarah Galbraith; and Part 2, their 
children, one of whom was Jean’s father 
atthew. There is a brief account of Jean’s life 
and work, and one of her poems, ‘Black 
Wans’, written in 1928. Several photos of Jean 
and ‘Dunedin’ are amongst the many included 
TOughout, and. also various buildings and 
vlews around Tyers. 


This most interesting and well researched tale 
of a loved and respected pioneering family in 
our district was written by Ian Hyndman, a 
close relative of the Galbraiths, and can be 
purchased through the Traralgon Historical 
Society for $23.95 (cheques payable to Ian 
Hyndman) — contact Val Plant. 

Gill Bremner 

HOW IT IS DONE S 
"We'll come!" we had said at the previous 
committee meeting, and how glad we are that 
we did. Bon and Ollie were to plan the 
September excursion and asked if anybody 
would like to accompany them. One of the 
perks of retirement is that we are now much 
freer and able to join in some of these activities. 


The day chosen to reconnoitre the route was 
cool, overcast and threatening to rain. Of 
course we should have gone the day before, one 
of warm spring sunshine! Our itinerary for the 
day was to be as close as possible to that of the 
actual excursion so, by ten o'clock, we were in 
the car park beside the Tyers store as there was 
a possibility that Ron might be joining us. 

Up in the forest, it was obvious that Spring had 
arrived as a mass of cream and gold blossoms 
and red gum tips intermingled with the sea of 
green. The first area to be investigated was the 
track leading down to Peterson's Lookout. 
There, several varieties of flora were worth 
seeing but, further down, the gate across the 
track was locked! The notice said that it was 
closed until December 15th. We wouldn't be 
able to include the lookout in the excursion. 
Because of the narrowness of the track, it 
would be difficult for the cars to turn near the 
gate. From the discussion which followed, we 
realised how important parking considerations - 
are when planning an excursion. Finally we 
agreed that it would be possible to park the cars 
back near the road. It was only a short walk to 
the floral display and it would be a pity to miss 
it. Varieties of flora, time allowed and 
distances were recorded by Bon. 


As we. drove on, Ollie wondered about 
investigating some of the tracks that went up 


Issue No. 404 November - December 1997 


Page 3 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist 


the rise on the eastern side of the road as there 
could be heath on the higher ridges, but there 
were also some possibilities along other tracks 
on the western side and it was to these we 
went. The first was rough, with water-filled 
ruts, but there was ample room for parking 
cars. The ground looked boggy. We stopped 
and walked along the track and discovered two 
varieties of Prickly Moses, but nothing else. 
The next site was harder to find. It was an area 
Bon and Ollie had helped replant some years 
ago, but only a remnant remained of the sign 
that should have been there to identify its 
location. Here, parking would have been a 
problem and there was little of interest. This 
area would not be included in the excursion. 


Should we go back and investigate those 
eastern tracks? Yes, we should! It wasn't that 
far. So, we turned around and travelled back 
the way we had come. It was actually further 
than we had thought, and one promising 
looking track seemed to have disappeared. On 
‘the way, note was taken of some broom 
growing on the side of the road. An invasive 
forest weed, its location will be reported to the 
D.N.R.E. so that it can be removed before 
spreading further. Just beyond W4 we 
stopped, parked beside the road and 
bushbashed up to the track. It was well 
gravelled and reasonably broad. At the top 
there was a huge parking area, but that's not 
much use when there is absolutely nothing to 
see. We wiped that one off our list of 
possibilities. 


Once more we drove northwards.’ Then it was 
that we found the "disappeared" track; its 
unmarked entry had been screened by the 
vegetation on the curve of the road. It was 
rather narrow, but suddenly opened out where 
the track branched. Some different plants could 
be added to the list here, and there was plenty 
of room for the cars. An almost hidden sign 
announced this was W6. Another track led to 
the road, so we followed this until it began to 
look doubtful. The men went to investigate. 

They decided it wouldn't be wise to expect the 
car to make the final ma neesey to get to the 


road, so we backed back until we reached the 
way we had come. How would we find this 
track again on excursion day? The shires had 
solved that problem by putting their signs 
nearby on the road as markers for us. 


Eventually, we left the main road to take W 1 8 
down to Moondarra Reservoir for lunch. 
Peering through the windows, Bon and Ollie 
saw some interesting possibilities and we 
stopped once more. Notes were taken on how 
to recognise this area again (just before 
W18.2), more plants were added to the list, and 
it was on to Moondarra. The dam was full with 
water flowing over the spillway and tumbling 
down the rock wall. 


The chill of the day was apparent as we 
picnicked under the trees. It was not surprising 
we had the place to ourselves. The toilets were 
open but Cecil Inn was padlocked. A memo 
was made to contact the Water Board to see if 
it could be unlocked on the day of the excursion 
in case we had weather like this (or worse). 
The naked trees also seemed to shiver in the 
cold air for they were without their summer 
covering of leaves; but their graceful, curving 
trunks and branches, intriguingly patterned bark 
and lichen decoration added their own beauty to 
the scene. Just after we had arrived there, Ollie 
had seen a Satin Bower Bird disappearing into 
the underbrush. In the branches high overhead, 
a female seemed to be voicing her disapproval 
of our invasion. Throughout the trip, constant 
mention had been made of the bird life, 
identified by sight or sound, and its possible 
enhancement of the actual excursion. 


It was beginning to rain as we packed up our 
lunch things, so we decided to give the nature 
trail a miss for that day. Its location was still 
well signposted, the entry to the track was clear 
and not overgrown and we had all walked it 
before. It would be an optional extra for those 
participating in the excursion. The weather 
conditions on the day might TET: some 
people's choice. 

We drove onwards to the road to Erica. Should 
we look for one more suitable area? Consulting 
the maps, we tured northwards and travelled 


SN 
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the few kilometres needed to reach another 
track leading westwards. It led _ steeply 
downwards. The deep ruts made it difficult to 
negotiate and it would probably be slippery on 
a wet day. At the bottom of the hill we 
Tumbled across a small bridge and turned into a 
lovely, well-grassed little park, suitable for 
Picnicking or camping. 

Back on the main road, it was decided to try 
one final track. This was better surfaced. Ollie 
Stopped the car at a likely looking place and we 
all went bushbashing. Here we found a variety 
of flora, including some we were seeking, and 
Ollie explained that this area was more prolific 
than on the opposite side of the road as it had 
been bumt. How would we find this site again? 
We put a piece of bark on the road and Ollie 
attached to a bush a tin can he had picked up, 
then we drove on to find a place for cars to tum 
around. This we did at a T intersection. 


With our task almost completed, we went off to 
explore for ourselves. We turned down the 
Other road at the intersection, wanting to find a 
bridge that should be somewhere about. By 
this time we were well trained at observing the 
flora we were passing and continued to take a 
keen interest in it. We found the bridge at the 
bottom of the hill. Of solid timber, the deck’s 
Cross bars were roughly hewn and the bolts had 
been left protruding. We hadn't attempted to 
Coss it, but those who did would be thankful 
Or the narrow planks of smooth timber 
attached on top. A delightful little stream 
burbled along beneath it, dodging around rocks, 
ferns and moss. ; 
Heading back, we measured the distance 
between the tin can and the road, then started 
or home. On the way, we took a detour to 
check on a section of road which Bon and Ollie 
: d Previously recommended as being a 
Significant roadside area. It contained, among 
Sther vegetation, a considerable number of 
“asuarinas and was now suitably labelled. We 
ad enjoyed’ our learning _ experience, 
‘Covering. much of what is required for 
°rganising a well-planned excursion. Perhaps 


We should have named this report “Learning — 


From the Experts" for that is certainly what we 
had been doing all that day. 

Estelle and Bruce Adams. 
LABERTOUCHE EXCURSION 
There was a large group of members an 
friends assembled at Labertouche Hall for the 
25" October excursion. The day was going to 
be hot so hats and sunscreen were in evidence. 


The convoy set off for the wildflower Reserve, 
stopping at the edge of the forest where we saw 
the first glimpse of Boronia muelleri for which 
the area is notable. The yellow flowers of 
Pultenea scabra and P. gunnii were seen along 
the roadside, also Wiry Bauera B. rubioides 
and Tetratheca and Dampiera making a nice 
splash of colour. 


Further along another stop was made at the 
Gravel Pit area, many of the group scrambled 
down the slope and into the gravel area. Two 
Sun-orchids were seen here, Thelymitra carnea 
Pink Sun-orchid and 7. rubra Salmon Sun- 
orchid, along with a few Fairies Aprons: It was 
rather dry but enough water for them to 
survive. We moved along eagerly seeking 
shade as the temperature was rising to the 
expected high 3ldegC. 


A pleasant side road became our lunch spot. 

We all enjoyed the rest and were reluctant to 

move. The orchids found here were Caladenia 

species — the white C. alba, the pink C. carnea 

and the bronze C. iridescens. We were thankful 

for the help of Andrew Green who had come 

with his family from Neerim South to join us 

for the day. Andrew is an orchid photographer. 
There were lots of small flowers in this area. 


After our welcome rest it was time to move 
again. The road was climbing into the higher 
altitudes within the Bunyip State Park. Fern 
gullies were a delight and masses of yellow 
Pultenea along with white showers of Daisy- 
bush and Zieria. The low shrubs of Baeckia 
ramosissima were along the roadside: We were 
in the area of the Large-leaf Grevillea G. 
barklyana with its beautiful pink flowers a 
sight to see. I was reminded of a similar 
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excursion to this area many years before with 
LVENC. 


A short walk along the road gave us views of 
the beautiful floral display in the gullies. Mid 
afternoon and after thanks to our leaders the 
group dispersed and were homeward bound 
after another enjoyable day with Club 
members. 


Loma Long 

BANDICOOTS —A FOLLOW .ON- 
Excerpts from a letter of thanks from our 
secretary Wendy Savage to John Seebeck, who 


spoke to the club recently about bandicoots, 
and his reply. 


“We believe that there are bandicoots in our 
Landcare area centred on Yarragon South, as a 
neighbour saw what he thought to be a 
bandicoot escaping from a heap of logs he was 
burning, and we also were shown their typical 
conical holes when a large area of bush was 
surveyed for mammals by DNR&E staff a 
number of years ago. I presume from your 
information that they would be either the Long- 
nosed or Southern Brown, so I hope the 
wildlife corridor we are planting in our area will 
increase their available habitat.” (WS) 


“Both Long-nosed and Southern Brown 
Bandicoots are possibilities at Yarragon South. 
Back in the 1960’s, when the ‘old’ Fauna 
Survey Group of the FNCV surveyed a bush 
area at Darlimurla, we encountered four Long- 
nosed and one Southern Brown Bandicoots 
(see Victorian Naturalist 85, 184-93, 1968). 
Sadly, that area was cleared and planted to 
pines, but the mammal information would 
probably be readily transferable to elsewhere in 
the local district. Any increase in bush cover 
has to be of value, providing there are at least 
some control on predators such as Red Fox and 
Cat.” (JS) 


BRONZE-CUCKOO CONFUSION: 


Over the last few weeks I've been conscious 
of a persistent bird call I couldn't recognise 
as I've been working outside in the garden 
and down the paddock planting trees. 

Eventually I took time off from my tasks and 


went in search of the elusive calls. I was 
quite surprised to see my bird was a bronze- 
cuckoo, but I only got a brief glimpse as it 
was right at the top of a silver wattle. 


I heard it many more times during the day so 
I had plenty of opportunity to study its call. 
My brief glimpse made me think it was 
Horsefield's as it had incomplete bars, but its 
call seemed to match the description of the 
Shining. It had about half a dozen long 
whistles with a distinct upward inflection 
followed by about the same number of calls 
with a downward inflection. 


The next morning the calls were coming 
from the same tree, and this time I had 
excellent views of three bronze-cuckoos very 
actively flying from branch to branch and 
calling strongly. There was now no doubt in 
my mind that their appearance matched 
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo, but their calls 
were the same as before. Despite consulting 
our three field guides, Simpson & Day, 
Slater & Slater and Pizzey I found no 
mention of an upward inflection in 
Horsfield's call. As there was a lot of wing 
lifting on the part of at least two of the birds, 
I wondered if it was a mating display, and 
Pizzey did mention that calls became more 
animated during mating. 

I suppose I'll have to give more weight to 
what I saw than what I heard and list the 
birds at Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoos, but I'd 
love to know why the calls were so different 
to the description in the field guides. 

Wendy Savage 


SATURDAY 13 DECEMBER 12 NOON 


Nora O’Reilly’s, Ranch Rd, Tanjil South — for 
directions see BM Report, page 2. 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. ~ ’ 

Meeting: Friday 27 February Local Terrestrial Orchids — Andrew Paget 

Excursion: Saturday 28 February Sale Wetlands — subject to climatic conditions. Meet 10am 
Fs Lake Guthridge carpark, off Foster St behind Police 


Station. 
Bird Group Excursion: Monday 2 February to Lake Narracan. Meet 10am at 
bottom of Sullivans Track. . 
_ Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following the 
ae excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage (03) 5634 2246. 
Meeting: Friday 27 March AGM Little Penguins — Peter Dann 
Excursion: Saturday 28 March Port Albert. Meet 10.30am near the fish shop and wharf in 


Port Albert. Don’t forget insect repellent and sunscreen. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK 


Action days are the second Sunday of the month. Contact Jack Brooks for details. 
Phone (03) 5623 1563. 


FRIENDS OF EDWARD HUNTER BUSH HERITAGE RESERVE ; 


Meet at Coalville Road carpark at 1.00pm on the second Tuesday of each month. Contact Dulcie 
Sambell for details. Phone (03) 5127 6751 ‘ 


FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris (03) 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact Maurice Poulton (03) 5625 1293 
VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP 


- Contacts: Clive Minton (03) 9589 4901 - home and Graeme Rowe (03) 5662 2449 - home 
Next activity: New program — contact above for details. O 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK ay 

Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre (03) 5196 6166 | 

SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY | SREY 
Secretary - PO Box 233, Leongatha 3953. Phone (03) 5655 1381. 


Next activity: Sunday 5 April — Strzelecki Bush Walk. Meet 1 tee 
Phone (03) 5169 6569 3 ‘f Qam opp. Boolarra PO. Contact: 


PLEASE NOTE — MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 13 FEBRUARY 
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Early in the week, we had watched the 
forecasts with trepidation, but throughout 
the excursion to Tyers Valley on 27th 
September, the weather continued to 
improve. At the first stop, we parked on the 
Oop off the main road at the entrance to W2 
and walked along the track. We had Hilary 
Weatherhead, Bon and other knowledgeable 
People to advise us and, at times, there were 
Some lively discussions as to the particular 
Names of some plants. 


On the top of a rotting stump, Mary 
discovered a bright red slime mould, rather 
ike an over-sized smartie, while Hilary 
Showed us a tiny orange cup fungus. 
Scrambling over a shrub was a Climbing 
Apple Berry Billardiera scandens with its 
delicate green flowers and sausage-shaped 
It. The Dusty Miller Spyridium 
Parvifolium had furry, whitish flowers in 
Town bracts. Several plants of the Hop 
Bitter-pea Daviesia latifolia were regrowing 
Om the bottom after being burnt. Older 
Shrubs still carried the brown spirals of their 
Opened seed cups. Nobody tried tasting the 
€aves of the Narrow-leaf Bitter-pea 
/aviesia virgata to see if they really are 
Itter. We found some plants of the 
Dodonea (Hop-bush) family and the Broom 
Purge Amperea xiphoclada with its clusters 
of tiny brown and cream flowers scattered 
along: its long angular stems. The Love 
Teeper Comesperma volubile crept across 
Other plants, its thin green stems bearing a 
aze of soft blue flowers. The Hop 
Odenia Goodenia ovata has light yellow 
Owers which conceal the style and stamens, 
the Petals jumping back into place with a 
Ssing action after they are moved apart. 
Cattered through the forest were shrubs of 
dj Oolly Pomaderris Pomaderris lanigera, 
\Splaying large pom-poms of tiny, dusty 
8old flowers. 
The dominant large tree in the area was the 
ellver-top Eucalypt Eucalyptus sieberi. Its 
Tunk has bark which is dark brown, firm and 
whined, but its top branches are silvery- 
lo te. From the edge of the quarry we 
noked down on the silvered tops of the trees 
the forest below, transformed by a mass of 
Ossoms. Ollie suggested that this was 
another possibility why they were called 
lver-top. Amongst them were the dark- 


leaved Blackwoods Acacia melanoxylon 
with their cream-coloured flowers. The 
Prickly Moses A. verticillata found there had 
leaves that were not growing in thick whorls, 
shorter catkins and shorter stems to the 
catkins than those sometimes seen on these 
plants. Other Wattles were the Silver Wattle 
A. dealbata with its soft, dull green leaves; 
the Narrow-leaf Wattle A. mucronata which 
has long, very fine leaves; and the Varnish 
Wattle A. verniciflua, the leaves of which are 
sticky and aromatic when crushed. Two 
heaths were present along this track. A 
bright pink Common Heath Epacris 
impressa was a poor specimen and we saw 
better examples later. | Underneath the 
branches of the small bush Honeypots 
Acrotriche serrulata were some late flowers, 
with each petal of the little, pale green bells 
bearing a cluster of miniature hairs on the tip. 
The honey pot underneath was almost 
transparent but had red streaks. The green 
seed pods were still developing. 


A remnant of an insulator looked out of 
place as we drove up W6, but possibly it was 
a garden escapee. Nearby grew a Snow 
Daisy-bush Olearia lirata and a Wonga Vine 
Pandorea pandorana threw a shawl of white 
across the top of a small tree. On the damp 
banks of the roadside were a Sulphur-top 
fungus and patches of bright green moss with 
tall, fine fruiting bodies, while a Rainbow 
Fem with its triangular frond and a Mother 
Shield Fem were struggling to survive. The 
tall Round-leaf Pomaderris Pomaderris 
vaccinifolia was still only in bud. We were 
shown the soft fluffy white leaf-backs of the 
Blanket-leaf Bedfordia salicina and were 
told by Hilary that Kooris used to line their 
coolamons with them when carrying babies. 

The parasitic Downy Dodder-laurel Cassytha 
pubescens, thoroughly entwined around the 
host plant which it will eventually kill, bore 
tiny green apple-shaped fruit. A froth of 
white was a Clematis coming out into bloom. 
An exciting discovery was two Greenhood 
Orchids, probably Pferostylis alpina. The 
bright yellow flowers on the Large-leaf 
Bush-pea Pultenaea daphnoides were almost 
fully out, its reddish-brown buds providing 
an attractive contrast with the deep green of 
the leaves, which had sharp little points on 
the tips. Although the Golden Bush-pea 
Pultenaea gunnii was in bud, it still had seed 
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pods (like tiny shovels) attached to it from 
last year. Its younger buds were white and 
burgundy, becoming rosettes of soft grey- 
green when almost ready to flower. 


We had already discovered elsewhere several 
of the plants in bloom along W18, but the 
Trailing Guinea-flower Hibbertia astrotricha 
rambled through the forest, a profusion of 
lemon-yellow flowers trying to conceal the 
rotting burnt logs. Although the Prickly 
Bush-pea Pultenaea juniperina was not in 
flower yet, the tiny white star flowers of the 
White Marianth Marianthus procumbens 
were scattered about. While we were there, 
we heard the Grey Thrush singing to us. 
Further along, on the way to Moondarra 
Reservoir, those who could take their eyes 
from the very rough and pot-holed track 
would have seen termite mounds, tree ferns, 
Banksias and the fine, drooping, dark green 
tassels of the Cherry Ballart Exocarpos 
cupressiformis. 

Although the wind was still chilly, the sun 
was shining brightly, so lunch was a pleasant 
picnic out in the open. A Grey Fantail was 
busy in a nearby Acacia and a Superb Fairy 
Wren and little brown female were darting 
about. The long call of the Tree Creeper 
could be heard in the distance. A Blackbird 
and female Satin Bower-bird watched from 
the branches of the deciduous trees, partly 
screened by the new covering of young, 
frost-green leaves. After lunch, some people 
left to go home, while most of those who 
remained followed the nature trail. 


The trail had not been properly maintained 
and wWas rather rough in places. On the 
higher slope were the Gristle-fern Blechnum 
cartilagineum, the white and violet flowers 
of Viola hederacea, the mauve flowers of 
Pink-bells Tetratheca ciliata, the leaves of 
the Small Tongue-orchid . Cryptostylis 
leptochila and Austral bracken. The Lilly- 
pilly Eugenia smithii still bore some of its 
purplish berries. The Spotted Pardalote kept 
calling, "Sleep baby," or was it sometimes, 
"Quick people"? Down in the gully the 
Rough Tree-fern Cyathea australis was 
growing and on the track were the scattered 
remnants of a large white fungus. The dewy 
hairs of the Sundews Drosera auriculata 
glistened in the sun, while the long pendulous 
stamens were dangling from the flowers of 
the Prickly Currant-bush Coprosma 


quadrifida. Overhead, a Yellow-faced 
Honeyeater flitted through the trees and in 
the distance could be heard the differing calls 
of the Golden Whistler. As we left the 
nature trail, a Pied Currawong flew over, 
calling harshly. We stopped to look at the 
very long leaves of a Blue Gum Eucalyptus 
st. johnii and, back at the picnic area, a 
Kookaburra was trying to con people into 
feeding it before we left. 


As we entered the Erica road, there was an 
impressive display of white, pink and red 
Common Heath on the high bank. Beside 
the Tanjil Bren Road, there was a cascade of 
purple Coral-pea Hardenbergia violacea. 

Further along this road, at our final stop, the 
tin marker was still hanging in place. There 
was a greater variety of plants here, most 
beneath knee height because the area had 
been burnt. The heaths discovered were the 
prostrate Trailing Groundberry Acrotriche 
prostrata, the Prickly Broom-heath 
Monotoca scoparia and the fluffy white 
flowers of the Common _ Beard-heath 
Leucopogon virgatus. The Handsome Flat- 
pea Platylobium formosum displayed its dark 
yellow and red flowers as it scrambled 
through the debris on the forest floor. Other 
flowers we found were the delicate pink of 
the Sundew, the black eyes and mauve petals 
of Hairy Pink-bell Tetratheca pilosa (Black- 
eyed Susan), Wiry Bauera Bauera rubioides 
with its six-petalled white flower like a tiny 
Dog Rose, the small bright yellow flowers of 
the Rough Guinea Flower Hibbertia aspera, 
the little white curls of the Dagger Hakea 
Hakea teretifolia which has long sharp 
points on its fruit, the clusters of yellow 
flowers on the Wattle Mat-rush Lomandra 
filiformis and another member of the pea 
family, the Showy Parrot-pea Dillwynia 
sericea. The Myrtle Wattle Acacia 
myrtifolia, spreading outwards, had leaves 
with very light edges, while those of the 
Holly Lomatia Lomatia ilicifolia showed 
why it had been so named. Two Banksias 
were Silver Banksia B. marginata and 
Hairpin Banksia B. spinulosa, again 
distinguishable by their leaves, those of the 
latter being very serrated. Further down the 
hill were the Small Grass-tree Xanthorrhoea 
minor and the much taller Yellow Hakea H. 
nodosa with its fine needle-shaped leaves. 
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Hugging the burnt patches of ground were 
the small fronds of the Screw Fern. 


Thank-you to all who attended and made it 

such an enjoyable day. A special thank-you 

to Bon, Elsie, Ollie and Ron, who assisted so 

auch when I was trying to get down all the 
ames. 


NOMENCLATURE - from Jean Galbraith - 
Wildflowers Of South-East Australia." 
Collins, 1977. 


Estelle Adams 


On the Labertouche excursion in lat 
October 1997 we stopped to look at a Star- 
t bush and noticed a broad-leafed Hakea, 
which Bon Thompson identified as Hakea 
eriantha, Then a few days later she rang 
Saying that it could be a new occurrence for 
the central Victoria region, and that it would 
€ a good idea to collect a decent specimen 
and send it off to the Herbarium, where I 
Could be recognized as the collector. So off I 
Went and found the spot again, just opposite 
cAllister’s flower nursery. I was just 
Setting started on the Hakea when the 
Nursery’s dog came out, followed by its 
Owner enquiring what was happening. He 
Was able to explain that the hakea was a 
Seedling from one they had planted years ago 
and that they had quite a few around their 
Feeblishment. After a little thought I realized 
€ proper thing to do was to remove the 
Whole plant, and I only wished that the 
peeco mall might have removed his plants 


The ineident helps to reinforce Geoff Carr’s 
Message of a year or so back about the threat 
i Invasive weeds, and would be relevant to 
T N Fae men of weeds at the Moe Rail 


Ron Carey 


i 18 with regret that we record the passing of 
WO active members of the club. 

ae Ewen passed away on 20" November 
his 7. Arthur was very active in the club with 
we three-dimensional photography which he 
ual appy to share with club members. He 
[ Edith contributed to many local 
Weerutations by showing his slides, which 

€t€ enjoyed by adults and children alike. 
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Arthur also wrote a good many articles for 
our magazine. He will be sadly missed by his 
many friends. 

David Trainor passed away on 6" December 
1997. David was a very active member of the 
Friends of Mt Worth, and also supported his 
wife Gwyn when she was secretary of our 
club. Although Gwyn and David moved to 
Melbourne in their retirement, they attended 
our meetings from time to time and kept in 
touch with their many friends in the club. 


Bon Thompson 


q one Em . “ - HOWARD 
EW = 
en I first met Arthur, it was with a fair bit 
of trepidation. I was at the time working at 
the Hazelwood Power Station, and Arthur 
was the Power Station Superintendent. One 
day Mick, my Leading Hand, asked me, 
“What have you been up to, Fred?” I did not 
know what he meant, so I asked, “Why is 
that, Mick?” He answered, “The PSS wants 
to see you in his office straight away.” I 
racked my brain to think of a reason why the - 
PSS would want to see me, but to no avail. - 
Usually, when someone had to front the Big © 
Boss, it was to be reprimanded for some 
misdemeanor, but I could not think of 
anything that warranted a reprimand. 


I knocked at the door of the PSS’s office and 
was called in. I noticed a couple of my 
workmates already there and thought, “Well 
at least I am not in this on my own.” Then a 
tall man with a smiling face came up to me 
and introduced himself as Arthur Ewen. I felt 
immediately at ease; I suppose people who 
met him could not help liking him, mainly 
because of his disarming smile and friendly 


- manner. “Now that you are all here, I will tell 


you why I have asked you to come to my 
office,” he said. “You have all served for 
many years as shift First Aiders, and in 
recognition of the efforts you have all made 
to be able to help your fellow workmates, 
you have all been awarded the silver badge of 
the St Johns Ambulance Service. 
Congratulations.” And then he pinned the 
badges on the shirt of each of us, and I for 
one could not have been more pleased if HM 
the Queen had pinned a MBE medal on my 
SEC workshirt. Arthur could easily have 
delegated the handing out of the badges to a 
foreman or leading hand, but the fact that he 
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wanted to thank us personally, although he 
was a very busy man, made us appreciate our 
awards so much more. The safety of the 
workers was always a top priority with him, 
and he made sure that our training as First 
Aiders was kept up to date. 


I met Arthur again at the LVFNC, and a few 
things that typify the person he was have 
stuck in my memory. On one of our bus trips 
we made a stop, and I folded out the fishing 
stool and was about to sit down on it when 
Arthur said to me, “You’d better turn that 
stool 90 degrees, Fred. That way it’s a lot 
more stable and it will not tip over so easily.” 
And he was right of course. Another time I 
lost the lenscap of my camera. I managed to 
find it back, and Arthur said, “Get yourself 
one of those elastic bands with a bit of string 
on it with a small pad that sticks to your 
lenscap. You put the elastic band around the 
lens barrel of your camera. That way the cap 
is always attached to the camera.” 


Much has been said about the big things 
Arthur achieved during his lifetime, but he 
endeared himself to me through the small 
things he did and said; always he was alert to 
the safety and wellbeing of his fellows. A 
word of encouragement, a pat on the back, a 
helping hand, some good advice and his 
unforgettable smile were some of the small 
things that made Arthur Howard Ewen a 
great man. To Edith and their family I would 
like to extend my sincere sympathy, and wish 
you strength from above during this difficult 
time. 


Friday 27 February: Local 
Orchids — Andrew Paget 
Saturday 28 February: Excursion to Sale 
Wetlands — subject to climatic conditions. 
Meet 10am Lake Guthridge carpark, off 
Foster St behind Police Station. 

Friday 27 March: AGM. Little Penguins — 
Peter Dann 

Saturday 28 March: Excursion to Port 
Albert. Meet 10.30am near the fish shop and 
wharf in Port Albert. Bring insect repellant. 


Terrestrial 


-Grants for 


Finance — Balance 


Cheque A/c $805.60. The editor is a little 
confused over the actual amounts in the 
other accounts — correct figures will be given 
in the February issue. 


Business Arising, 
General Business 


Botanic Guardians funding for conservation 
work in 1998 — will apply for GPS system, 
detailed maps of local survey areas and CFA 
Rural Directory to pinpoint plant locations, 
as well as petrol costs. 


Book launch of Sub-Alpine Flora of the Baw 
Baw Plateau by Kathie and Peter Strickland 
at Yarragon Bookshop 28.11.97 — authors 
have sent copy for club library. 

interpretative signs and 
Glenmaggie and Heyfield Reserves — sent 
details to Katrina Gray, Heyfield Office, 
NR&E. 


Conservation Matters 


Moe-Yallourn Rail Trail — section from 
Sullivans Track to Yallourn PS surveyed 
Saturday 15 November. Bon has prepared 
list to be sent to Rail Trail Committee, .and 
will send copy to Yallourn Energy. 


Botany group plant census at Knob Reserve, 
Stratford, Sunday 9 November — Bon is still 
preparing list. Very dry, so we will return 
next spring. 

Traralgon RRCR information day with 
botanical walk led by Max James, NR&E , 
Sunday 2 November was well attended. 


Botany excursion Saturday 1 November 
survey of AP Conservation Reserve — Bon 
has completed additional list. Association has 
been established to manage reserve, and Phil 
is a member. 


Kathie and Peter Strickland: Sub-alpine 


Flora of the Baw Baw Plateau. Kareelah, 
1997. ISBN 0 646 32052 1 


Kathie and Peter Strickland’s latest book is 
well suited as a field guide for venturers onto 
the Baw Baw Plateau. A walker camping 
near Mustering Flat, for example, might gain 
a better understanding of the Sphagnum bogs 
from the entry for Sphagnum cymbifolioides. 
The text was prepared by Kathie and the 
excellent botanical line drawings are Peter’s 
work. The book is the result of two years of 


Correspondence & 
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intensive effort, drawing on some seventeen 
years of field work based on Kathie’s 
nasa on the flora of the plateau around 


The Baw Baw Plateau has considerable 
Conservation and also recreation value, being 
relatively close to Melbourne. The Baw Baw 
National Park was established in 1979, the 
area having previously been declared an 
Apa reserve in 1959. A section of the 
pine Walking Track follows the ridge from 
Mt. Erica (1529m) in the south-east to Mt. 
Whitelaw (1486m) in the north-west. 


The book includes interesting background on 
the geology, climate, vegetation and history 
Of the region, noting that the name “Baw 
Baw” appeared on a map prepared by the 
Crown Land Commissioner C.J.Tyers in 
1844. Von Mueller’s journeys to the plateau 
around 1860 are noted as important for his 
Collection of alpine flora and his examination 
of sources of branches of the Tyers and 
anjil Rivers. 

The book includes some 126 species: a 
Pleasant non-botanical “surprise” is the 
appearance of the Baw Baw Frog on p.97! It 
Contains a useful glossary of botanical terms 
and a single index of plant names. There is 
Interesting botanical history here too. 


For example, for the Baw Baw Berry, now 
Wittsteinia vacciniacea, no longer in the 
Micaceae family, the authors point out that 

this was just one of six species new to Von 
inhis 1860 joumey to Mt. Baw Baw. 

The core of the book is its detailed entries 

for individual species. 


pustralian Paper Settlement Ponds 
itd Day at Lake Narracan 
itd Day in May 


itd List for Millers Landing & Cotters Lake 1.3.97 


Bird List for Rotamah Island 11.10.97 
Irdie News 


Bluchers Birding in the Kimberleys with Chris Doughty 


Tonze-cuckoo Confusion 


Eastem Whipbi i 
pbirds & Springbrook National Park 
Lake Guthridge Pie 


Prnge-bellied Parrot Talk by Kaye Trainor & Martin O’Brien 


welcome Visitor — Fantail Cuckoo 
M aders in comer Inlet. Talk by Terri Allen 
OTANY 


Another Gall 
Otany Group Finds 


Chee of Plants in Australian Paper Plantations Reserve 


lonochloa pallida (Silver-top Wallaby-grass) 
Heaths — Talk by Hillary Weatherhead 


“TO LATROBE VALLEY-NATURALIST Nos 394-404 Year 


I particularly liked the clear, concise 
explanations of the Greek and Latin origins 
of the scientific names. 


The format of each entry is explanation of 
naming, followed by botanical description, 
then habitat and distribution notes, and 
finally the botanical drawings. Flowering 
periods are shown in bold, so are easy to 
nd. The drawings are both clear and 
artistically attractive, with scales indicated. 
I heartily recommend this publication to 
naturalists with an interest in the Baw Baw 
Plateau. As a final comment, it is great to see 
that it has been printed in Victoria. 


Philip Rayment 


Cinpsiaud Police Headquarters which has 
asked members to take part in a program 


lighting them. The program, called Bush Fire 
res being deliberately 


of a deliberately lit fire will be referred to as 
an investigative tool. To assist in the 
collection of relevant information, a specific 
form is available from the club. 


Goes eee 

’ Gill Bremner Aug 401 

. Bon Thompson Sep 402 
Bon Thompson May 398 
Elsie Coggan Apr 397 
Elsie Coggan May 398 

’ J & F Blucher Sep 402 
Wendy Savage Nov 404 
Wendy Savage Jan 394 
Bon Thompson Jul 400 
Julie Parker Sep 402 
Bon Thompson May 398 
Ken Savage Sep 402 
Bon Thompson Feb 305 
Bon Thompson Jan 394 — 
Bon Thompson Jun 399 
Bon Thompson Mar 396 
Wendy Savage Oct 403 


~S 
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Kangaroo Island — Late September Ron Carey Jan 394 
Key to Heaths by Hillary Weatherhead Oct 403 
Myrtle Wilt in the Otways Gill Bremner Feb 395 
New Zealand’s Alpine Flora with Ken Harris Florence Blucher Jan 394 
Nightshades on Excursion 21.7.97 Bon Thompson Sep 402 
“Pot Plants” — Marijuana Gill Bremner Feb 395 
Warrandyte Wildflowers Marjorie Burgess Feb 395 
EXCURSIONS 
Australian Paper Settlement Ponds 26.7.97 Gill Bremner Aug 401 
Bird Excursion to Lake Guthridge 24.5.97 Bon Thompson Jul 400 
Brunton’s Bridge in May Ron Carey Jun 399 
Edward Hunter Heritage Reserve 28.6.97 Dulcie Sambell Aug 401 
Green’s Bush Bus Trip Sep 402 
Holey Plains Excursion April 1997 - Ron Carey Jun 399 
Labertouche Excursion 25.10.97 Loma Long Nov 404 
Port Albert Excursion — Nov 1996 Ron Carey Jan 394 
Rotamah Island Spring Camp 11.10.97 Philip Rayment Nov 404 
Summer Camp at Omeo Feb 395 
VFNCA Annual Camp — Howman’s Gap — Roper’s Lookout Loma Long Apr 397 
VFNCA Annual Camp — Howman’s Gap 7-10 March 1997 Philip Rayment RPS 397 
VFNCA Annual Camp Sunday High Plains Exclusion Plots Philip Rayment ay 398 
VENCA Annual Camp Sunday Wallace Hut to Langford Plain Gill Bremner May 398 
Wilsons Promontory Northern Section Philip Rayment Mar 396 
Wirilda Excursion 26.10.96 Ron Carey Jan 394 
FAUNA 
Bandicoots — A Follow On. Letters W Savage & J Seebeck Nov 404 
Bandicoots Talk by John Seebeck Rob deSouza-Daw Oct 403 
Baw Baw Frog (Philora frosti) R deSouza-Daw Apr 397 
Baw Baw Frog Under Threat Aug 401 
Fauna Survey Camp at Holey Plains Ron Carey Feb 395 
Fauna Surveying — Talk by Ray Gibson — November 1996 Ron Carey Feb 395 
Frog Heaven Dave Stewart Mar 396 
FUNGI 
Fungimap — Updated Target Species List & Newsletter May 398 
Fungimap Species List Corrections Jun 399 
GEOLOGY 
VFNCA Annual Camp — Howman’s Gap — Geology 8.3.97 Mary Austin Apr 397 
INVERTEBRATES 

utterflies Bon Thompson May 398 
Huntsman Spiders. Talk by Rob deSouza-Daw Arthur Pea Jul 400 
Stick Insects - We Want You Rob deSouza-Daw Oct 403 
MISCELLANEOUS 
A Celebration of Morwell National Park (Launch of Book) Philip Rayment Jun 399 
Future Management of Morwell National Park Philip Rayment Aug 401 
Guidelines for Club Representation on Community Groups Oct 403 
How It’s Done ' : E & B Adams Nov 404 
Index , Jan 394 
Letters to the Editor. Reply on Club Motto Bon Thompson Jan 394 
Moe-Yalloum Rail Trail Gill Bremner Sep 402 
Old Port, Comer Inlet — History Terri Allen Jul 400 
Power Plantation Project Bon Thompson Sep 402 
Life Under the S Talk by Kate B 

inder the Sea. Ta ate Brent Florence BI 

RERORIS ' y ucher May 398 
Hazelwood Power Environmental Review Committee 20.3.97 Jim Blucher — May 398 
Hazelwood Power Environmental Review Committee 20.2.97 Jim Blucher Mar 396 
President’s Report 1996-1997 Philip Rayment 397 
YalloumiEnesyy Environmental Community Consultation Group Jim Blucher vA 396 
Andrew & Sarah Galbraith & Family Gill Bremner Nov 404 
CD-ROM -— Plants of Australia Linda Bruce Oct 403 
VALE Bill Smith Bon Thompson May 398 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Club: Contact: Meeting: 
Latrobe Valley Secretary 7.30 pmon the fourth Friday of 
FNC Inc. Mrs W Savage each month at the Moe 
LVENC Inc. Community Health Centre, 
PO Box 1205 Fowler Street 
Morwell 3840 Moe Vic. 3825 
(03) 5634 2246 
Assistant Secretary 
Mr R Carey 
(03) 5628 5203 
Sale FNC Mrs Betty Jarvis 8 pm on the first Friday of each 
64 Powerscourt St month at Room 13, Continuing 
Maftra 3860 Education Centre, Raymond St. 
(03) 5147 2151 Sale Vic 3850 
Bairnsdale FNC Inc. Mrs Pat Tratt 8 pm on the third Friday of each 
P.O. Box 563 month at Bairnsdale 
Bairnsdale 3875 Neighbourhood House 
(03) 5156 2683 Dalmahoy St., Bairnsdale 3875 
Subscriptions: 
Due March 31st. Please forward to Hon. Treasurer Mr Bruce Adams 
(Cheques made payable to LVFNC Inc) 7 Lorikeet Place 
Traralgon 3844 


Naturalist: $15, Family: $29, Single Member: $21, Junior Member: $15 
Half fees apply for those joining after 31 August. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist is the official publication of the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist 
Club Inc. The Club subscription includes the "Naturalist". ; 


Brief contributions and short articles on any aspect of natural history are invited from 
members of all clubs. Articles, including those covering Club speakers and excursions, 
would typically be around one A4 side in length, and should not exceed 1,000 words. 


Responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed in this magazine rests 
with the author of the article. 


Contributions should be addressed to: Mrs Gill Bremner 
Editor, LV Naturalist 
PO Box 719 
TRARALGON VIC 3844 


Phone: (03) 5195 5353 home 


(03) 5122 6880 work 
‘Email: Scribex@Bigpond.com 


- Front cover artwork by Beatrice Roberts - 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 

Meeting: Friday 27 February Local Terrestrial Orchids — Andrew Paget 

Excursion: Saturday 28 February Sale Wetlands — subject to climatic conditions. Meet 10am 
Lake Guthridge carpark, off Foster St behind Police 


Station. 

Bird Group Excursion: Monday 2 March to Morwell National Park original 
section. Meet 10am at picnic area and carpark. 

Botany Group: Meets on the moming of the Saturday following the 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage (03) 5634 2246. 

Meeting: Friday 27 March AGM. Little Penguins — Peter Dann 

Excursion: Saturday 28 March Port Albert. Meet 10.30am near the fish shop and wharf in 


Port Albert. Don’t forget insect repellent and sunscreen. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK 

Action days are the second Sunday of the month. Contact Jack Brooks for details. 
Phone (03) 5623 1563. 

FRIENDS OF EDWARD HUNTER BUSH HERITAGE RESERVE 


Meet at Coalville Road carpark at 1.00pm on the second Tuesday of each month. Contact Dulcie 
Sambell for details. Phone (03) 5127 6751 


FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris (03) 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact Maurice Poulton (03) 5625 1293 


ay nnn Un 
VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP 


Contacts: Clive Minton (03) 9589 4901 - home and Graeme Rowe (03) 5662 2449 - home 
Next activity: Sunday 1 March Queenscliff — Pied Oystercatchers. Sunday 29 March Stockyard 
Point — Pied Oystercatchers. 


5 : — SS 
FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 


Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre (03) 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 


Secretary - PO Box 233, Leongatha 3953. Phone (03) 5655 1381. 


Next activity: Sunday 5 April — Strzelecki Bush Walk. Meet 10am opp. B PO. 
Phone (03) 5169 6569 pp. Boolarra PO. Contact 


. 
PLEASE NOTE - MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 13 MARCH 
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VICTORIA'S POLAR DINOSAURS 


On 24 October 1997, Dr Tom Rich, Curator 
of Vertebrate Paleontology at the Museum 
of Victoria was the Club's guest speaker. 
Tom introduced his topic by making 
historical references to dinosaur fossil finds 
and then outlined his (and his wife's) 
experiences in searching for dinosaur fossils 
In Victoria. The later part of his address 
telated to Victoria's fossil specimens and the 
life of those dinosaurs. 


Tom Rich explained when dinosaurs lived in 
Victoria, the time was the early-Cretaceous 
Petiod (100 to 125 million years ago). In 
those Reptilian days, Victoria was located 
nearly 40° South (from its present latitude) 
and as a consequence of its closeness to the 
South Pole, the climate was much colder and 
there were extremes of daylight and 
darkness. Tom outlined how measuring 
changes in the earth's magnetic field (over 
millions of years), enabled palaeontologists 
to deduce Victoria at the time of the 
MOsaurs was a polar region. Hence our 
dinosaurs were polar dinosaurs which makes 
them of particular interest to paleontologists. 


Searching for Fossils. About 1990 William 
€tguson, a geologist, found Australia's first 
nosaur fossil. The fossil consisted of a 

Single claw from a carnivorous dinosaur and 

Was found at Eagles Nest, near Inverlock. 
‘early 80 years passed before another 

dinosaur fossil was found in Victoria. In the 
ate 1970's Tim Flannery discovered a few 

‘Ncient fossils (including amphibians and 

‘“ptiles) by searching the shore platforms 
©m San Remo to Inverlock. 


a 1979 after examining geological maps, 
Si Rich together with half-a-dozen 
> fagues began searching for dinosaur 
‘sils along the shore platforms near 
Sie View in the Otway Ranges. In the 
i‘ eae year, four fossil bones were found 
© ancient flood plain sediment at a place 


which was to become known as Dinosaur 
Cove. 


In 1982 a Chinese dinosaur exhibition was 
displayed at the National Museum of 
Victoria. This exhibition provided the 
impetus to discover dinosaur fossils in 
Victoria. The Friends of the National 
Museum of Victoria wanted to undertake a 
dinosaur dig. This led to Tom Rich and Pat 
Vickers-Rich ( in 1984) leading a team of 
mostly volunteers digging for dinosaur 
fossils at Dinosaur Cove. This dig continued 
for ten years. Tom outlined the difficulties of 
this dig site but considered the yield of 
fossils made the effort worthwhile. 


Dinosaur specimens. In 1992 Tom Rich 
began to focus his search for dinosaur fossils 
to the Strzelecki Ranges which are 5 to 20 
million years older than the Otway Ranges. 
In February 1992 at Kilcunda (in South 
Gippsland) a fossilised ulnae (lower forelimb 
bone) of a Ceratopsian (horned dinosaur) 
was discovered. This fossil pre-dated 
northern hemisphere Ceratopsians by 20 
million years. A second Ceratopsian ulnae 
was found in the Otway Ranges. 


The most commonly found Victorian 
dinosaur fossils are the hysilophodontids 
(high ridge tooth). Leaellynasaura 
amicagraphica is known from a skull and 
other fossils. The enlarged optic lobe 
suggests this dinosaur's eyes were adapted 
for night vision and probably remained active 
during the polar winter. 


meee a ete all le 2 A a nt kale, le 
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Fossilised skull of 7 
amicagraphica (Skull length 52mm). 
Photograph supplied by Tom Rich 


Leallynasaura 


This dinosaur was the size of a chicken and 
was probably omnivorous. The strong hind 
limbs suggest this specimen ran fast. The 
fossilized leg-bone of one specimen shows 
osteoperosis was a health problem in the 
days of dinosaurs! 


ee SSS 
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Leaellynasaura amicagraphica Artist Peter 
Trusler 


Timimus hermani was discovered in 1992 
and is known from two thigh bones, one 
adult and the other a juvenile. Timimus was 
an ornithomimosaur (bird mimicking lizard) 
and was probably 3.5 metres in total length. 
This dinosaur possessed longer slender legs 
for fast running and was omnivorous. 


aco} 


Timimus hermani Artist Peter Trusler 


Tom Rich commented on the finding on the 
8th March 1997 of a fossilized jaw-bone at 
Inverlock. He believes the fossil may be of a 
placental mammal. As a result of finding this 
fossil, he hopes the Inverlock dinosaur site 
will continue indefinitely, 


Dinosaur developments. On commenting 
on Victoria's polar dinosaurs, Tom Rich 
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often drew comparisons with dinosaurs from 
the northern hemisphere. The guest speaker 
indicated his desire to search and learn more 
about the northern hemisphere dinosaurs and 
M particular, the Coalville River site in 
Alaska. During his address Tom 
acknowledged the contribution to his work 
by the National Geographic Society and the 
Many volunteers who have participated in 
the search for dinosaur fossils. 


I am sure those who are interested in 
Australia's ancient fauna will hear more from 
the Tom Rich and Pat Vickers-Rich 
Paleontology team. The second edition of 
their book (on fossil vertebrates) titled 
Wildlife of Gondwana' is scheduled to be 
Published in 1998. The British Broadcasting 
Commission (with the assistance of Tom 
Rich & Pat Vickers-Rich is making a 
documentary on Victorian polar dinosaurs 
and it is likely to be released in 1999. Tom 
Rich provided free copies of Qantas 
Airways January/February 1993 which 
Contained a feature article titled ‘Zhe 
nosaurs who came in from the cold’, 
Pp36-42. This article was written by Tom 
Rich and Pat Vickers-Rich and includes 
televant photographs and artwork. 


Adult volunteers are wanted (especially from 
atch 1998) for the Inverlock dinosaur 
unt. Those who are interested are invited to 
Contact the volunteer organiser 
S Lesley Kool ph. 03 - 99055161 
fax.03 - 99054903 


rou Rich commented that the number of 
MOsaur fossils found in Australia are 
meagre compared to the northern 
misphere. Several of Australia's dinosaurs 
ate only known from a few fossilised bones. 
Fi “ such limited specimens I am sure most 
Naturalists are amazed at the 
ease paleontologists are able to 
Ovide about the life of our ancient fauna. 
‘The Rich's address was appropriately 
Strated with slides of dinosaur fossils, 


fossil sites, dinosaur pictures and diagrams 
which aided in his explanation of how 
particular conclusions are reached. I am sure 
those present were impressed by Tom's 
dinosaur address and benefited from his 
willingness to share his knowledge and 
experiences. 


Rob de Souza-Daw 


Ed. Tom Rich 


General Meetings & Excursions 


Friday 27 February: Local Terrestrial 


Orchids — Andrew Paget 


Saturday 28 February: Excursion to Sale 
Wetlands — subject to climatic conditions. 
Meet 10am Lake Guthridge carpark, off 
Foster St behind Police Station. 


Friday 27 March: AGM. Little Penguins — 
Peter Dann 


Saturday 28 March: Excursion to Port 
Albert. Meet 10.30am near the fish shop and 
wharf in Port Albert. Bring insect repellant. 


Finance — Balance 
Cheque A/c $355.19 


Cash Management Trust: Conservation 
$9048.83 and Investment $1806.42 


Business Arising, Correspondence & 
General Business 


Stricklands’ book (Sub-alpine Flora of the 
Baw Baw Plateau) — club has obtained 12 
copies requested 


EE ee ee ee ee 
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B Thompson prepared list of name changes 
for McCann’s book (The Alps in Flower) to 
assist using with Stricklands’. P Rayment 
will photocopy for purchasers of the new 
book. 


B Thompson provided a plant list from Knob 
Reserve for club records. 


Natural Heritage Trust — P Rayment will see 
if Dr Wendy Wright of Monash Gippsland is 
willing to be proposed as a member. 


R_ DeSouza-Daw’s suggestion to ask 
speakers for publicity material — decided to 
discuss with Express possibility of publishing 
longer articles for special speakers and 
whether they would prefer any different 
presentation. 


AGM -— vacancies are for Vice Presidents 2 
and 3, Secretary and Publicity Officer. 


Membership fees-decided to maintain fees at 
current levels for the next year 1998/99. 


Mary Voice of the Bureau of Meteorology 
introduced the topic by showing a video that 
was produced to inform farmers about El 
Nino. 


One of the points made was that Australia is 
the driest inhabited continent on earth and 
the problem for farmers is exacerbated by 
the extremes of wet and dry — long droughts 
of 12-15 months associated with El Nino, 
and followed by very heavy rains linked to 
La Nina. 


There is a phenomenon called the Walker 
Circulation which involves a hot spot in the 
sea temperature, normally located north of 
Australia. Moist warm air rises over the hot 
spot and sinks over the eastern Pacific where 
the sea temperatures are normally cooler. In 
times of El Nino, though, the hot spot moves 


to the mid-Pacific and the sea temperature 
drops near Australia, tending to reduce the 
rainfall over eastern Australia and increase 
the prospect of drought. La Nina, in 
contrast, produces hotter sea temperatures 
north of Australia and wetter climate 
conditions. 


Seasonal changes in the Walker Circulation 
are monitored by measuring the seasonal 
pressure difference between Darwin and 
Tahiti. The pressure difference is converted 
into an index called the Southern Oscillation 
Index (SOI) which has proved to be a 
powerful predictor of Australia’s rainfall and 
also of other parameters such as wheat yield. 


Meteorology officers realized recently that 
they have a very good rainfall data bank 
which could be used to _ calculate 
probabilities of adverse or favourable 
weather. They were able to get together then 
with agricultural people and look at various 
scenarios — considering how to manipulate 
seasonal management of farming enterprises 
to improve the chances of achieving a profit, 
or perhaps avoiding land degradation. 


Examples were given of advantageous 
decisions made by various farmers including 
a cotton grower and pastoralists using 
weather predictions based on the behaviour 
of the SOI. 


Mary also gave some examples of the 
influence of El Nino/La Nina patterns in 
other areas. For instance, there are a few 
succulents in Australian deserts because the 
plants have evolved to cope with repeated El 
Nino events. Also the spread of 
myxomatosis in the Piliga region of NSW 
was assisted by a La Nina flood event that 
suited the flea that carried the myxomatosis 
virus. Consequently the rabbit population 
was reduced and that encouraged a 
vegetation change from grassland to scrub. 
A further example of climate effect related to 
the spread of the buffalo fly southwards 
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from Bundaberg under the influence of a 
-Succession of mild winters. 


1997 has seen a big El Nino event in respect 
to happenings in the ocean, and the effect of 
the El Nino in the islands of Indonesia and 
Papua-New Guinea has been exceptionally 
Severe, but the effect in Australia, especially 
Southern Australia, has been much less 
Severe than 1982/83 for instance. 


Ron Carey 


HIBBERTIA NOTES 


On my recent tour of Kangaroo Island with 
the Calders’ tour group I met Bev Overton 
Of Kingscote, a local enthusiast, who 
Teported that an Adelaide Herbarium 
botanist, Helmut Toelken was re-examining 
the Hibbertia genus. He has already 
identified some Kangaroo Island Hibbertias 
that seemed to be nameless when I was there 
ast year. For instance, one with small (8mm) 
flowers and small round-tipped leaves is now 

- empetrifolia. From memory those flowers 
Open flat which may be relevant to 
Classifying them. 


There is also another small flowered 
Hibbertia with nodding or hanging, small 
“Owers on longish stalks. This Toelken 
Identifies as H. pallidiflora Nodding Guinea- 


Ower, and he reports it is also found in ~ 


1ctoria, near Nelson. 


I sent him a specimen of the small flowered 
type from Darlimurla Lyrebird Walk recently 
and he called it H. empetrifolia, but notes 

at he is working now on the H. aspera- 
“Mpetrifolia complex and that Victoria 
°ould enlarge its number of species in that 
Sup to six or possibly seven species. I 
ence that the Darlimurla one tends not to 
oon fully with the top petal(s) curling 
asset, but he queried whether they 
: £ntually open flat, so I shall have to go 
8ain and check out a number of plants and 


report back to him. He is also interested in 
the pollinating agent “which will be closely 
linked to the flower shape in this group of 
species”. So perhaps I must take a stool 
along and a thermos and just sit for a fair 
while. 


I also went to an SGAP talk at Berwick by 
the leader of their Hibbertia Study Group, 
Kerry Davis, and he reported that H. 
prostrata (formerly H. fasciculata) has now 
reverted back to H.fasciculata, possibly 
variety prostrata — referring to one we know 
in Victoria of course. The Erect Guinea- 
flower also seems to have changed, from H. 
stricta to H. riparia. 


Ron Carey 


BIRD NOTES = ee = 


Rosella Behaviour. During the early Spring 
after the dry winter we were surprised to see 
the Crimson Rosellas defoliating the tops of 
a group of Silver Wattles near our place. We 
inspected the carpet of leaves that the birds 
had dropped onto the ground beneath the 
trees but could not find out why they were 
cutting them off. It may have been that they 
were getting the sweet substance from the 
glands on the main section of the leaves. The 
trees did not have any buds on them at this 
time in that top section. We thought perhaps 
the fact that the trees may have been under 
stress as they were on a dry knob may have 
had something to do with it; but after 
defoliating the tops of these trees the birds 
moved on to other trees quite near the creek 
which were certainly not under stress. I am 
pleased to be able to report that the trees 
have recovered although the foliage at the 
top is not as dense as other trees not 
affected. 


Raptors and Ravens. On what was 
McGauren’s property on the highway 
between Morwell and Traralgon there is an 
ibis rookery. This year there was a nest in a 
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tree on the railway reserve opposite this area 
and thus away from the other ibis. While on 
an excursion along the railway reserve we 
saw a raptor attack the ibis on this nest. 
Naturally the ibis flew away, and the raptor 
took an egg from the nest. Almost 
immediately three ravens approached the 
nest flying in single file, and each flew off 
with an egg in its beak. They flew across the 
road into trees, then very quickly returned 
for another egg. We saw seven eggs 
altogether taken from the nest while the ibis 
flew around overhead. When the last raven 
came back again it sat on the edge of the 
nest but didn’t collect an egg — we assumed 
that the nest was empty. We were surprised 
at how quickly the ravens appeared after the 
raptor left. Talk about ‘take-away food’! 


Pardalotes. This year there have been a 
number of Pardalote’s nests on our property. 
One was in the bank of the creek. This nest 
was apparently within reach of a fox because 
Ollie found that a fox had dug into the bank 
about 18 inches and the nest was on the 
grass nearby. We expect the baby birds 
would have been in the nest when the fox 
attacked. I have often wondered how safe 
these birds were building so close to the 
ground and now I know. Although this is the 
first time we have seen this happen. Of 
course some of these birds build in hollows 
in the trees. Maybe the parents of this nest 
will build higher up in future. 


Bon Thompson 


VISIT ROME ADELAIDE _ HERBARIUM 
BOTANIST | = = 


As I mentioned in an earlier article, I was in 
touch with Dr Helmut Toelken, the Head 
Botanist at the Adelaide Herbarium, sending 
him some specimens of JHibbertia 
empetrifolia and H. aspera from locations 
that Bon and Ollie Thompson showed us on 
the October excursion. Helmut, who is 
currently working -on a __ proposed 
reclassification of that group of the 


Hibbertias, was very interested in the H. 
empetrifolia specimens as there were two 
forms amongst them, one of which he was 
thinking of classifying as a separate species. 
He was very keen to visit the spot and 
compare the two forms to work out the 
most appropriate differentiating features. 
This was the only place he knew of where he 
could compare them so readily. 


So just before Christmas he stayed overnight 
on his way to Bowral for Christmas, official 
funds being too tight to pay for interstate 
trips. We went off to the spot near the 
Moondarra Reservoir and met Ollie and Bon 
and were able to show him flowers of both 
types — they seem to have a long flowering 
period. The one he was most interested in 
was the one which we noticed particularly in 
October having slightly larger and brighter 
flowers and leaf hairs that are more 
tangential to the leaf. However he seemed to 
be troubled by variations in the forms so that 
it was very difficult to pinpoint 
characteristics that | would always 
differentiate them. His summing up seemed 
to be that he “would have to go back to the 
drawing board”. 


The day before he had also made a Hibbertia 
excursion - to the Port Campbell area — and 
was surprised to find that the one he thought 
was rare (he had only a few specimens 
available) was actually growing very 
vigorously over some low eucalypts and was 
regarded by the local rangers as a menace; 
so that he had to make sure they didn’t treat 
it with weed killer. 


We found that Helmut, although naturally 
German-speaking, is from Namibia, south- 
west Africa, and gained his interest in nature 
from being raised on his family’s cattle ranch 
of thousands of hectares. 


Ron Carey 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 


Meeting: Friday 27 March AGM Little Penguins — Peter Dann 

Excursion: Saturday 28 March Port Albert. Meet 10:30am near the fish shop and wharf in 
Port Albert. Don’t forget insect repellant and sunscreen. 

Bird Group Excursion: Monday 6 April to Woorabinda. Meet 10am at corner of 
George Bates Drive and Purvis Road. Contact: Elsie 
Coggan (03) 5127 1857. 

Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following -the 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage (03) 5634 2246. 

Meeting: Friday 24 April First Land Plants of Victoria — Jackie Tims 

Excursion: Saturday 25 April Related excursion to Tyers area. Meet 10am Tyers General 
Store. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK 


Action days are the second Sunday of the month. Contact Jack Brooks for details. 
Phone (03) 5623 1563. 


FRIENDS OF EDWARD HUNTER BUSH HERITAGE RESERVE 


Meet at Coalville Road carpark at 1.00pm on the second Tuesday of each month. Contact Dulcie 
Sambell for details. Phone (03) 5127 6751 


FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris (03) 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact Maurice Poulton (03) 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP 


Contacts: Clive Minton (03) 9589 4901 - home and Graeme Rowe (03) 5662 2449 - home 
Next activity: Sunday 29 March Stockyard Point — Pied Oystercatchers. 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre (03) 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
Secretary - PO Box 233, Leongatha 3953. Phone (03) 5655 1381. 


Next activity: Sunday 5 April — Strzelecki Bush Walk. Meet 10am opp. Boolarra PO. Contact: 
Phone (03) 5169 6569 


PLEASE NOTE — MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 10 APRIL 
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MARYSVILLE = VENCA CAMP 
MARCH 1998 |  - 
Elkanah Guest House at Marysville, in 
Victoria’s Central Highlands, was the 
gathering point for over one hundred field 
Naturalists attending the 1998 VFNCA 
Autumn camp and annual general meeting. 
This large group included nine LVFNC 
Members and friends. Warm sunny weather 
assisted our enjoyment of well-organized 
activities and the comfortable venue. 


As a result of the VFNCA AGM, conducted 
Over Saturday and Sunday evenings, Dick 
Southcombe was re-appointed as President 
and Geoff Travers as Treasurer, with Jane 
Cleary becoming Secretary, each for a 
twelve-month term. (Wendy Savage 
Continues as a Management Committee 
Member until the 2000 AGM.) A number of 
Tecommended amendments to the 
Constitutional guidelines were adopted. 
nformation concerning blanket insurance 
Cover for member clubs was provided by Ern 
erkins and others, and issues requiring 
. tther clarification were _ identified. 
Ollowing the demise of the separate 
€stern Victorian Field Naturalists Clubs 
as Sociation, the VFNCA committee plans to 
Nal holding both an early spring and a late 
‘pring camp/excursion weekend each year. 
t this Stage, events are planned as follows: 
1998 12-13 September — Castlemaine 
excursion weekend 
16-18 October — Warrnambool camp 
1999 March long weekend — Sale — Lake 
Victoria base 
Spring camp — Sunraysia 
2000 March long weekend — Grampians 
(organized by Ararat club) 
Spring camp — Albury-Wodonga 
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Interesting and varied talks were given on 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings, after 
dinner. A summary of these follows. 


Bruce Fuhrer: ‘Marysville Cryptogams 
On2,?” 


(I confess to needing to look up my Concise 
Oxford Dictionary to discover that 
cryptogams are plants having no proper 
flowers. Where does that leave the separate 
kingdom of fungi?) 


Bruce began his characteristically excellent 
talk on a depressing note, observing that 
fungi are in rapid decline in Europe, due in 
part to acid rain; they are threatened world- 
wide by depletion and degradation of 
forests. Some Australian species are 
declining, and more study is needed. A 
particular instance of the threat is the 
displacement of Nothofagus, with its fungal 
associates, by Eucalypt species in Australia. 
Bruce then took us through a series of 
wonderful slides of fungi, mosses and 
liverworts associated with Nothofagus 
forests, whence the immediate relevance to 
the Marysville region. : 


Steve Smith: ‘Leadbeater’s Possum’ 


Steve has been researching Leadbeater’s 
Possum for DNRE for more than three 
years. In Marysville, one is very much in its 
territory. Steve noted that Leadbeater was a 
taxidermist at the Melbourne Museum, and 
reminded us that the possum named for him 
is our State’s faunal emblem. The possum 
was rediscovered in the Marysville area by 
Eric Wilkinson in 1961. It is quite small, 
with a typical adult weight being 140g. Its 
best habitat is Mountain Ash forest with live 
hollow-bearing trees. Wattles are a good 
food source. Canopy connectedness is 
important to the possum’s survival. Large 
owls, such as the Sooty Owl and the 
Powerful Owl, are predators. The 1939 
regrowth forests are now sufficiently mature 
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to be excellent habitat. The possum builds 
elaborate nests about the size of an inflated 
basketball in its hollows. Steve related the 
trials of winter; he had the good fortune to 
actually observe one escaping its nest and 
emerging from the snow. 


Philip Daniell; ‘History of Marysville’ 


Phil began his talk by tracing the discoveries 
of gold to the north-east of Melbourne 
around 1857-1861. Access was extremely 
difficult; the earliest track to Woods Point 
and Jamieson was from Sale, which was 
accessed from Melbourne by sea. In the 
early stages, huge cartage rates of 97 pounds 
per ton from Melbourne to the goldfields 
were typical. 


Having been gold prospecting up along the 
Yarra. River from Warburton, John 
Steavenson set up a tent city about where 
Marysville is now located. This was a supply 
base for road construction. His wife was 
named Mary; she gained the respect of the 
miners and road workers, with the result that 
the camp was named Marysville in 1863. 
Mary Steavenson died in the 1920’s, at the 
grand age of 88. 


Excursions Program 


An excellent range of excursions covered the 
region of the Goulburn River near 
Alexandra, the Cathedral Range State Park, 
the immediate area around Marysville and 
Lake Mountain and the Cambarville area. 
Leaders were drawn from the Ringwood and 
Upper Goulburn FNC’s and FNCV, 
including Cecily Falkingham (birds), Bruce 
Fuhrer (fungi and mosses) and Noel 
Schleiger (geology). 


Individual members are providing separate 
short write-ups of some of the excursions 
conducted on Saturday and Sunday. 


THE BIG CULVERT & CORA LYN 
FALLS — SATURDAY MORNING ~~ 


The Big Culvert is about 17 km from 
Marysville on the Woods Point Road — a 
fairly rough one after the bitumen to 
Cumberland Junction. Our route from the 
Junction was through closely growing 
Mountain Ash Eucalyptus regnans which 
had self-seeded following the 1939 bush 
fires. Along the roadside grew Blackwoods 
Acacia melanoxylon, Blanket-leaf Bedfordia 
arborescens, Austral Mulberry Hedycarya 
augustifolia, Hazel Pomaderris Pomaderris 
aspera and in the tight gorges Myrtle Beech 
Nothofagus cunninghamii, etc. These forests 
are known as Cool Temperate Rainforest 
and occur in gullies and on sheltered slopes 
where rainfall exceeds 100mm per year, 
where mists are frequent and altitude ranges 
from 500m in the valleys to 1460m in the 
sub-alpine areas of Lake Mountain. 


At the Big Culvert we were pleased to see 
the conical shaped Southern Sassafras 
Atherosperma moschatum growing. On the 
forest floor were many of the mosses and 
liverworts Bruce Fuhrer had discussed the 
night before. 


The road we were travelling on had been 
opened up in the 1860’s to provide a more 
direct route from Melbourne to the 
goldfields than via Mansfield and Jamieson. 
It was known as the Yarra Track and was 
first blazed in 1862. With the rapid 
expansion of the goldfields at Woods Point 
and the Upper Goulburn with their bustling 
townships, considerable pressure was put on 
the government to improve access to the 
thriving region. Men with their teams of 
horses worked on the building of the road. 
In very steep tight areas it was necessary to 
build large culverts. There are five but the 
one we visited was the largest — built of 
blocks of stone taken from the local Mt 
Amold. The dimensions of this culvert 
indicate what heavy rains occur in these 
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Parts, although there was only a trickle of 
Water when we walked through it. 


From here we travelled further south to the 
walking track to Cora Lyn Falls. On the 
Toadside we saw Dianella tasmanica 
growing profusely and with luscious large 
Oval purple berries. The track to the Falls 
was very beautiful. The trunks of Soft Tree- 
ferns Dicksonia antarctica were covered 
with mosses and liverworts — particularly 
Hymenophyton flabellatum, finger ferns, 
bristle ferns and the delicate moss 
Weymouthia mollis hanging like a beautiful 
veil from tree branches. Both the Austral and 
Shiny filmy ferns were in abundance. On 
Tocks and logs grew dark green tufts of 
fluffy moss Dicranoloma menziesii. Trees in 
the understorey included Pittosporum 
bicolor complete with unbroken capsules, 
Coprosma quadrifida, Zieria arborescens 
and the glorious red-stalked alpine pepper 
asmannia xerophila. Not a great deal of 
Ngi were present. 


The Cora Lyn Falls were quite attractive 
with a fair amount of water tumbling down a 
Jagged rock face. It was the only opportunity 
£0 observe the rocks of the area — everything 
€lsewhere being covered in vegetation. The 
Tock was the same type as had been used in 
building the Big Culvert. 


By the time we returned to our cars 
“vetyone was ready for lunch prior to 
eee to Marysville for the afternoon 

Cursion. We had had a wonderful morning. 


Mary Austin 


CATHEDRAL RANGE STATE PARK 
oH Saturday afternoon excursion in the 
€dral Range State Park was led by 
aay Olive, one of the Friends of the park. 
© Cathedral Range is a rugged, 7km ridge 
Sharply upturned sedimentary rock, to the 
t of the Maroondah Highway north of 


Buxton. The area within the park was once 
logged, supporting a sawmill at Cooks Mill. 


The Friends group has recently developed 
the Little River and Storm Creek Nature 
Trail, near the Cooks Mill site. The trail 
passes through a Manna Gum zone which 
still contains representative associated flora 
and fauna. Kathy explained that 36 koalas 
have been released into the reserve, and are 


_doing well. We spotted a koala right above 


us, in a Manna Gum at the start of the trail. 
The Powerful Owl and Sooty Owl have been 
sighted here. Prominent among the plants 
seen were Hazel Pomaderris, Prickly Currant 
Bush (with edible tiny red berries in 
profusion) and Austral Mulberry with 
abundant fruit beside the creek. Ferns found 
included the Fishbone Water-fern, Mother 
Shield-fern and rough Tree-fern. We passed 
a sedge community which, Kathy noted, 
supports the Long Nosed _ Bandicoot, 
Swamp Rat and Antechinus sp. In a dry area 
further on, our Honorary Editor spotted a 
second koala, its presence indicated also by 
fresh droppings. Back in the camping area, 
Kathy showed us a Satin Bowerbird’s 
bower, which contained all sorts of items of 
campers’ refuse, all bright blue! 


Philip Rayment 
A PLEASANT SUNDAY MORNING 


Sunday morning’s excursion was to the Lake 
Mountain ski fields, a distance of 20km 
south of Marysville. We met in the carpark 
near the administration buildings at an 
altitude of 1200m. Lake Mountain is another 
200m higher. Alighting from the cars we 
were met with a cold wind and considerable 
drop in temperature, and immediately 
donned warm clothes, hats, gloves, etc. 


The leader was Geoff Christensen from 
Ringwood FNC. He had done a lot of 
preparation for the walk, providing pressed 
specimens of selected species to help in 


ee 
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identification and references for books where 
the plants were pictured. Our leader 
explained that it was too late to see many 
alpine flowers; however we did see a few. 


We walked along a ski trail a distance of 
2km to Echo Flat and Helicopter Flat to an 
area called The Camp, from where we 
returned to the cars. Echo flat was a lovely 
moss and bog area and here a frog was heard 
calling. On good authority it was said to be 
the Common Froglet. 


One fungus excited the group — Coprinus 
atramentariuss Inky Cap. It was just 
emerging from the ground. We were told it 
was edible but had the capacity to produce 
an allergic reaction with alcohol! 


A few trigger plants were almost finished 
flowering; some Alpine Mint-bush with a 
few flowers — we enjoyed the pungent leaves 
when crushed. 


In spite of the lack of flowers the excursion 
was still very enjoyable and the walk through 
the Snow Gums in the sunshine delighted the 
group. After lunch at the carpark the group 
dispersed to attend other activities in the 
afternoon. 


Lorna Long 


GEOLOGY — SUNDAY 

The geology excursion led by Noel Schleiger 
(FNCV) was to look for marine fossil 
animals in a pebble conglomerate outcrop of 
marine sedimentary rock near Yarck, north- 
east of Alexandra. This rock formation was 
formed in the Lower Devonian period about 
370 million years ago, under the sea, and 
about 2 km of material has since eroded to 
expose it. At this stage, Australia lay so 
that the present east coast from Queensland 
down to Tasmania lay across the equator, 
experiencing a tropical climate. This 
particular formation would have occurred 


when a narrow shelf collapsed into the sea 
mixing with pebbles and marine life. 


Unprepared for rock hammering, we 
improvised with implements such as tyre 
levers and screw drivers, and proceeded to 
belt and lever the rocks to reveal their fossil 
secrets. We were amply rewarded with finds 
of crinoids (sea lilies), brachiopods (eg 
Spirifer, Leptaena). cladopora (tabulate 
corals) and rugose coral (Lindstroemia spp). 
The tabulate coral Pleurodictyum 
megastoma indicates a Lower Devonian age. 


The fossils were small, but quite distinctive, 
being a different colour to the rock, and 
showing either a clear mould of the animal, 
or a formation surrounded by a small space. 


After lunch under a welcome shade tree in 
the dry hot paddock, we drove to Eglinton 
cutting, an old railway cutting just east of 
Alexandra to look for land plant fossils. The 
rocks here were slate formed in deep water 
so that currents aligned the particles and 
gave a flatness to the mud. Despite much 
chipping and splitting we were unrewarded. 
Instead we found Monograptus thomasi 
which again indicated a Lower Devonian 
age. We were impressed by the extreme 
folding and upheaval of the layers in some 
sections suggesting wet rock formation 
under stress at the time of the folding later in 
the Upper Devonian. 


Noel's infectious enthusiasm and extensive 
knowledge made this a very rewarding 
excursion. 


Wendy Savage 


MONDAY MORNING ~~ WIND-UP 
EXCURSION -— BUXTON SILVER 
GUM RESERVE 


This reserve of 17ha, located 3km south of 
Buxton on the western side of the 
Maroondah Highway, was established in 
1978 to protect the Buxton Silver Gum 
Eucalyptus crenulata. The reserve is 


er 
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E. crenulata was listed as a protected 
Species under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee 
Act in 1991. It is now restricted to two small 
areas, one being in the Acheron River valley. 
The Silver Gum is a small tree to 8m height; 
Its small, bluish leaves are heart-shaped and 
Stem-clasping, and the branches may droop 
almost to the ground. 


We were able to observe this plant at close 
quarters, and also see the parasite Coarse 
Dodder Laurel Cassytha melantha, which is 
a Significant reserve management problem 
because of its potential to destroy the Silver 

um. Controlled burns are required to 
€ncourage natural regeneration of the gums 
and assist other plants to successfully 
Compete with the Dodder Laurel. 


The excursion was excellent both from a 
Otanical and a bird observer point of view. 
€ diverse swamp community harbours 
Many birds; spottings included the Spotted 
ardalote and theYellow-tufted Honeyeater, 
to name just two. 


We all headed our various ways from the 
uxton Reserve, grateful to the joint host 
Clubs, Ringwood FNC and Upper Goulburn 
C, for organizing a great autumn camp in 

* Magnificent part of Victoria. 


Philip Rayment 


REPORT ON BUSINESS MEETING 
ELD 23.2.9 


General Meetings & Excursions 


F . 
Uday 27 March: AGM. Little Penguins — 
eter Dann 


Saturday 28 March: Excursion to Port 

“rt. Meet 10.30am near the fish shop and 

and ; In Port Albert. Don’t forget sunscreen 
sect repellant. 
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Friday 24 April: First Land Plants of 
Victoria — Jackie Tims. . 


Saturday 25 April: Related excursion to 
Tyers area. Meet 10am Tyers General Store. 


Finance — Balance 
Cheque A/c $441.78 Cash Mgt Trust: 
$10,855.25 (Investment $1806.42 and 


Business Arising, 
General Business 


Correspondence & 


Publicity for speakers for General Meetings 
— LV Express will be prepared to publish 
photos and articles of guest speakers. 
Secretary to contact 1998 speakers and 
prepare a short paragraph to enhance our 
coverage in the media; should also make the 
publicity officer’s job easier. 


Club brochure 1998 insert — need 200 copies 
to replace in brochures in current locations. 


AGM -— nomination forms to be prepared. 
Positions vacant are Secretary, Vice 
Presidents 2 and 3, Publicity Officer. 


Program changes — Regent Honeyeater talk 
to be in July, and Aquatic Invertebrates will 
swap to November. No _ change to 
excursions. 


Healesville Sanctuary bus trip Sunday 24” 
May -— start list at GM to decide likely bus 
size. 


Club typewriter almost defunct — offer to 
club member or Op Shop. 


LV Nature Brochure — funding application 
was not successful, so enquire about 
Tourism Funding from Tourism Victoria. 


Se a Ne 
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Conservation Matters 


Maryvale Field (Yallourn Energy). 
Environmental Effects Statement is being 
prepared, and Bon expects to be contacted 
by consultant for Club plant lists; will make 
available, and suggest $100 donation. 


Moe-Yallourn Rail Trail. Bon and Ollie 
prepared weed identification kit for use in 
weed eradication. They viewed track 
clearing and new bridge rails, and we will 
write letter complimenting the committee on 
their progress and its good quality. 


Management Plans for Alpine NP available, 
and submissions due by 22™ March; Bon will 
enquire at NRE office. 


PROGRAM CHANGES =” 
Aquatic Invertebrates was July — now 
November 27". 

Regent Honeyeaters was November — now 
July 24". 


The excursions for these two months have 
not been changed. 


FROM VIC BABBLER (Dec 1997) 


Could Global Warming Be Affecting the 
Breeding Activity of Australian Birds? 
Over the last few weeks, the Australian 
media have paid quite a bit of attention to 
global warming and the Australian 
Government’s policy on greenhouse gas 
emissions. This attention has been centred 
around talks at the recent Commonwealth 
Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) 
and the planned greenhouse discussions in 
Kyoto, Japan in December 1997. 


Interestingly, the British Trust for 
Ornithology (BTO) has just published the 
results of a study that investigated long-term 
changes in the timing of breeding seasons of 
British birds. The British Nest Record 
Scheme Database, which began in 1963, was 
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used as the source of information for the 
study. It showed that the timing of breeding 
of most bird species has got progressively 
earlier over the last 25 years. In the most 
extreme case, the average date for the onset 
of breeding by the Magpie in Britain is 14 
days earlier than it was 25 years ago. 
Humphrey Crick, the senior investigator in 
the study claims that there is a significant 
correlation between global warming and the 
earlier onset of breeding of British birds. 


Birds Australia has the second longest 
running Nest Record Scheme, being only 
one year younger than the British scheme. It 
would be extremely interesting to see if 
similar trends are displayed by Australian 
birds. Unfortunately, such investigations 
require time and resources which, in turn, 
costs money. Such investigations would take 
about six months to complete full-time and 
would cost about $35,000. Does anybody 
know of an _ environmentally-responsible 
citizen or corporation who may be interested 
in funding such a project? 


Dr Stephen Ambrose 
Research Manager, Birds Australia 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 

Meeting: Friday 24 April First Land Plants of Victoria — Jackie Tims 

Excursion: Saturday 25 April Related excursion to Tyers area. Meet 10am Tyers General 
Store. Fossil site at Rintoul Creek in the morning. Lunch 
and afternoon at Wirilda or quarry site on W3. 


Bird Group Excursion: Monday 4 May to Cowwarr area. Meet 10am at Oasis 
Café. Contact: Elsie Coggan 5127 1857. 

Botany Group: Meets on the moming of the Saturday following the club 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage 5634 2246. 

Meeting: Friday 22 May Freshwater Turtles — Ian Smales 

Excursion: SUNDAY 24 May Bus trip to Healesville Sanctuary. Pick up Morwell 8.30am, 


Moe 8.45, Trafalgar 9am, Warragul 9.15. Should arrive 
before 11am. Leave to return home 3. 30pm. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK 


Action days are the second Sunday of the month. Contact Jack Brooks for details. 
Phone 5623 1563. 


FRIENDS OF EDWARD HUNTER BUSH HERITAGE RESERVE 
Meet at Coalville Road carpark at 1.00pm on the second Tuesday of each month. Contact Dulcie 
Sambell for details. Phone 5127 6751 


FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP 


Contact: Graeme Rowe 5662 2449 - home 
Next activities: Sunday 26 April and Saturday 13 June: Rhyll, Phillip Island — Pied Oystercatchers. 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Pres/Sec. 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Centre 5674 3738. 


PLEASE NOTE — MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 
Subscriptions are now due for 1998/99 — details on inside back cover. 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 8 MAY 
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It is a pleasure to report on the varied 
ie of our club for the year to March, 


Membership Statistics. There were 81 

nancial members (assuming two members 
Per family subscription), plus 7 magazine 
Subscriptions, as at February 1998. 


General Meetings. Average attendance at 
general meetings was thirty people, 
Consistent with the previous year. We 
enjoyed a diverse range of excellent speakers 
wo covered the following broad areas: 
ora 
Fauna 5 (Birds 3, 
Bandicoots 1) 
Palaeontology 1 
Meteorology 1 
t was a particular privilege to have Dr Tom 
ch visit us from the Museum of Victoria to 
Speak on current research near Inverloch. 


Spiders 1, 


Excursions and Camps. Excursions were 
Senerally well attended, in spite of the 
effects of the extended dry period. Our 
€xperiment with occasional Sunday trips to 
More distant sites was well accepted, so is 
€ing continued in 1998/99. It was good to 
See the extent of progress at the Edward 
Hunter Heritage Bush Reserve in Moe. 


Our planned summer camp at Licola had to 
he cancelled because of the extensive fires in 
€ Alpine National Park. Rotamah Island 
Was the site of a rewarding spring camp; 
arbara Moss and Peter Mitchell are doing a 
Steat job as Wardens. 


Nine club members and friends attended the 

“cent VFNCA March camp and AGM at 

marysville, ably organized by the Ringwood 
C and the Upper Goulburn FNC. 


projects in which the club has been 
wheved. The extensive range of projects in 

Ch the club has been involved over the 
Past year includes: 


Moe-Yallourn Rail Trail — plant surveys and 
Ced eradication advice. 


PRESIDENT’S REPORT 1997-1998 


Proposed LV Motor Sport Complex — 
environmental aspects. 


LaTrobe Shire roadside assessments (major 
task now completed). 


Heyfield and Glenmaggie Flora and Fauna 
Reserves. 


Knob Reserve, Stratford — plant survey. 
Fungimap Project. 


Traralgon Railway Reservoir Conservation 
Reserve. 


Mathison Park Development Committee. 


Australian Paper Carrajung Conservation 
Reserve — plant surveys. 

Maryvale Field Environmental Effects 
Statement — provision of field data. 


Brodribb Road wetland site. 


A particular pleasure was the club’s 
involvement in the launch of Peter and 
Kathie Strickland’s book Sub-alpine Flora 
of Baw Baw Plateau in Yarragon late last 
year. 


Personal. The club recorded with sadness, 
yet with thanks for their fine contributions, 
the deaths of Arthur Ewen, in November, 
and of David Trainor, in December. 


Thanks. On your behalf, my thanks go to all 
these members: 


Bon Thompson, who retired as Conservation 
Coordinator, but continues her major role in 
management of the club’s field data records. 


Jim Blucher, who. retired as Assistant 
Conservation Coordinator and representative 
on several environmental community 
consultation committees. 


Florence Blucher, who has retired as Vice- 
President No 3. 


Jessie Burns, who has retired as Publicity 
Officer. 
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Nora O’Reilly, who retired as Treasurer. 


Without wishing to overlook the many 
contributors to a smoothly running club, I 
would particularly thank Bruce Adams for 
his thorough finances stewardship, Elly 
Carey for orang our library services at 
general meetings, Gill Bremner for further 
refinements to our magazine and Wendy 
Savage for being such a terrific secretary 
(and somehow also finding time for the 
VFNCA Management Committee). 


Our future agenda includes: 


(1) Production of the Latrobe Region 
Nature Guide, once funding is secured. 


(2) Securing the publication of more detailed 
information about coming speakers. 


(3) Filling the position of Conservation 
Coordinator — please think about this 
role. 


(4) Watching brief on conservation sites 
such as Brodribb Road wetlands. 


(5) Input to Mathison Park development in 
line with acceleration of this project. 


Philip Rayment 


Andrew Paget gave a very interesting talk on 
27" February 1998 on Terrestrial Orchids. 
Two thoughts remained dominant in my 
mind after the talk: the clarity and beauty of 
the slides and the difficulty of identifying 
orchids these days. 


Andrew did not try to show too many 
orchids but rather concentrated on the more 
uncommon and the newly named species 
with comments on distinguishing features 
and distribution. As Andrew showed the 
slides in alphabetical order then all the 
orchids of one family were shown together 
and we were able to compare the members 
shown. He commenced with the Mayfly 
Orchid with its lovely long burgundy 
segments and then the Lizard Orchid which 
usually needs fire to produce flowers. The 


mass of flowers on one slide showed that 
although this orchid is rare, it can be seen in 
profusion after fire. 


Andrew showed the Caladenia family which 
is probably one of the most altered of all the 
orchid families. There is the Caladenia 
carnea complex which has many neal 
named species that are similar to Pi 
Fingers but still differ. Then there is the 
Caladenia dilatata complex of Spider- 
orchids. With the Foothills Spider-orchid 
Andrew explained that the ‘clubs’ on the 
segments of  spider-orchids _carry 
osmophores .or glands that produce 
hormones that mimic the pheromones or 
chemical signals of the female insects to 
attract the males of their species that 
pollinate the orchid. A spectacular spider- 
orchid was the large White Spider-orchid 
from the Caladenia patersonii group. Some 
of the Caladenias, and some of the other 
orchid groups, are self-pollinating. This can 
be seen by the fact that the lower flowers 
only open for a couple of days and then 
close. So there are spent flowers and buds as 
well as open flowers on the same stalk; while 
other species that do not self-pollinate have 
all their flowers open at the same time. 


The Winged Caladenia, like a number of the 
other flowers in the slides, is a very rare 
orchid which is only known by Andrew to 
grow in the Won Wron Forest in our area. 
The Large Green-comb Spider-orchid is like 
the Small Green-comb Spider-orchid to look 
at, but it has long green teeth on the margins 
of the labellum that are erect and taller than 
the column; while the Small Green-comb 
Spider-orchid has teeth much shorter than 
the column and the flower is singular. Some 
of the problems of identification!!! The Hare 
Orchid has even had its genus name changed 
from Caladenia to Leptocerus. It is another 
orchid that flowers in profusion after fire. 
nee slide showed 100 flowers to a square 
oot. 


The white form of the Purplish Beard-orchid 
was new to most members. Duck Orchids, 
Bird Orchids and Helmet Orchids all 
featured in the slides with comments on their 
distribution and peculiarities. With the 
separation into two species of the Pink 


er 
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Hyacinth Orchids, the common species 
around our area is now Dipodium roseum. 
There are also two species now of what was 
the Golden Moth Orchid. The distinguishing 
feature is the ridge in the centre of the 
labellum which reaches right to the tip in the 
Golden Cowslips and not reaching so far in 
the Golden Moths. We now have two 
Species of the Potato Orchid, or Cinnamon 
Bells, separated by the number of flowers on 
the stalk — up to 22 with the flowering stem 
nodding at the top at least when in bud or 
More than 22 flowers with the flowering 
Stem erect. 


The Midge Orchids, Red and Brown Beaks, 
Leek Orchids and Greenhoods all added to 
the interest of the talk. Andrew had a photo 
of the inside of the Nodding Greenhood to 
Show how the insect gets trapped in the 

Ower and has only one exit past the sticky 
disc (viscidum) and the pollen masses, and 
SO becomes the messenger to spread the 
Pollen masses from flower to flower. The 
Bearded Greenhood is another orchid that 

as been divided into two new species by 
Very fine details. 


There was much discussion as to the 
Probability of our Austral Ladies Tresses 
€ing a cosmopolitan species throughout the 
World, or if our species is separate from the 
Overseas form and therefore should be a 
Special species. 


There were many species of Sun Orchids 
lustrated showing the versatility of form 
Within a species and some newly named 
Species similar to the ones we know. There 
'S another rosy coloured species, as well as 

€ two species of Salmon Sun-orchids, 
Which has yellow hairs on the lateral ‘arms’ 
Of the column instead of glabrous ‘arms’. It 
'S called the Fringed Sun-orchid. 


To finish the talk Andrew showed slides of 
Several local flowers that he thinks are 
Stinct species and not yet named. These 
‘eluded a Bladderwort and several different 
orms of Violets. 


Andrew allowed discussion and questions 
Uning the talk. The acclaim at the end 


showed how much everyone appreciated the 
evening. 


Botanical names for common names used 
in text. 

Austral Ladies Tresses Spiranthes sinensis 
Bearded Greenhood Pierostylis plumosa 
Bladderwort Utricularia sp. aff. dichotoma 


(Providence Ponds) 

Fringed Sun-orchid Thelymitra luteocilium 
Foothills Spider-orchid Caladenia 
lindleyana 


Golden Cowslips Diuris behrii 
Golden Moths Diuris lanceolata 


_ Hare Orchid Leptocerus menzesti 


Mantis or Large Green-comb Spider-orchid 
Caladenia tentaculata 

Lizard Orchid Burnettia cuneata 

Mayfly Orchid Acianthus caudatus 

Nodding Greenhood Prerostylis nutans 

Pink Fingers Caladenia carnea 

Potato Orchid or Cinnamon Bells Gastrodia 
procera 

Potato Orchid or Cinnamon Bells Gastrodia 
sesamoides 

Purplish Calochilus 
robertsonii 

Salmon Sun-orchid 7helymitra carnea 
Salmon Sun-orchid Thelymitra rubra 
Violets Viola species 

White Spider-orchid Caladenia venusta 
Winged Caladenia Caladenia alata 


Beard-orchid 


Bon Thompson 


General Meetings & Excursions 


Friday 24 April: First Land Plants of 
Victoria — Jackie Tims 


Saturday 25 April: Related excursion to 
Tyers area. Meet 10am Tyers General Store. 
Fossil site at Rintoul Creek in morning. 
Lunch and afternoon at Wirilda or quarry 
site on W3. 


Friday 22 May: Freshwater Turtles — Ian 
Smales ! 


SUNDAY 24 May: Healesville Sanctuary 
bus trip. Pick up Morwell 8.30am, Moe 
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8.45, Trafalgar 9am, Warragul 9.15. Should 
arrive by 1lam. Leave to return 3.30pm. 


Finance — Balance 

General A/c $304.61. Cash Management 
Trust $10,965.72 (Investment $1806.42 and 
Conservation $9159.30) 


Business Arising, Correspondence & 
General Business 

Publicity for speakers for GM7’s_ being 
prepared; will use for Naturalist as well as 
local media. 


Club brochure 1998 insert — 200 copies 
produced. 


LV Nature Brochure — Tourism Funding 
from Tourism Victoria does not seem to be 
appropriate; will try the local tourism body 
first, and later other avenues such as 


Community Support Fund, Dick Smith, 
Amcor. 


West Gippsland CMA — Future Advisory 
Structure Discussion Paper; L Long will 
examine. 


AGM - Florence Blucher does not wish to 
renominate for VP 3, so will not actively 
seek to fill position. 


.VFNCA March camp and AGM brief report 
given (see March Naturalist); insurance for 
clubs is still being investigated by VFNCA, 
with some larger clubs already being insured. 


VFNCA Spring Camp in 2000 Or 2001 — 
request that our club consider jointly hosting 
a camp in West Gippsland or Bunyip State 
forest with FNCV; will express willingness 
at June VFNCA meeting. 


Yallourn Energy Env CCG — club 
representative will be Anne Stewart. 


Telescope for bird watching on club 
excursions — consider purchasing one; L 
Long has one which may be suitable, also E 
Coggan will investigate prices. 


Conservation Matters 


Mathison Park Env Committee 23 March 
report - $110,000 grant for construction of 
path along Eel Hole Creek, planning in 
progress. 


Yallourn Energy Environmental Effects 
Statement — Bon has been contacted by two 
consultants requesting information about 
plant and bird lists; bird list was supplied 
with request for donation to cover expenses. 


The day was a perfect excursion day for the 
Sale Wetlands — light breeze, cloudless sky 
and a top temperature of 24C. At Lake 
Guthridge the effects of the drought were 
not evident and a number of Black and feral 
(?Muscovy), Chestnut Teal ducks and Coots 
were sunning themselves and swimming in 
the lake. The group moved on to the smaller 
Lake Guyatt, where in contrast, the mown 
grass was dried and sparse. Our walk round 
the lake provided me with my first sighting 
of a Japanese Snipe on a small ‘island’ of 
short vegetation 20 metres from the shore. 
Our attention had been attracted by a Red- 
kneed Dotterel also foraging on the 
‘island’s’ edge. The motionless Snipe was 
difficult to see standing breast high in herbs 
and grass till it made a sudden movement. 


Other waterbirds present on the lake 
included Silver Gulls, Little Pied 
Cormorants, Black-winged Stilts, Black- 
fronted Dotterels and White-faced Herons. 
The land birds were those of open areas with 
some shrubby vegetation and reeds — 
Magpies, Little Ravens, Magpie-larks and 
White Ibis as well as introduced species 
common in built environments. A Sulphur- 
crested Cockatoo and Rainbow Lorikeets 
screeched overhead and Blue Wrens and 
Clamourous Reed-warblers made use of the 
shrubs and reeds. Bon identified one 
flowering aquatic plant.as Alisma plantago- 
aquatica. 


At lunch at the Sale Common, a Whistling 
Kite provided a clear view of its underwing 
markings while flying over. A  Black- 


SS 
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shouldered Kite watched us from its perch in 
a dead tree, unusual I thought, as they are 
hormally spotted hovering 20 metres up. A 
€ucalypt a short distance away had three 
Species of Thornbill in it (Brown, Striated 
and Yellow), together with a Grey Shrike- 
thrush and Grey Fantail and Red-browed 
Firetails below. 


As we moved along the boardwalk we noted 
the great expansion of the introduced water- 
Pepper plant Persicaria hydropiper 
Interspersed with the cracked dry mud of the 
Swamp. An occasional water starwort 
Stellaria palustris and two species of Juncus 
J. pallidus and the looser panicled J. 
Pauciflorus were identified for us again by 
Bon. Waders and other water birds were 
absent but Golden-headed Cisticolas posed 
for us at the top of rather dried looking 
Teeds as we argued amiably about the 
Pronunciation of ‘Cisticola’ (is the accent on 
the second or third syllable?). 


Along the track by Flooding Creek which 
ad been reduced to one small waterhole 
Over which the Whistling Kite constantly 
Patrolled, we met Striated Pardalotes, 
Silvereyes and a pair of Mistletoe Birds who 
Save us an excellent view at just over head 
height and quite close. A Rufous Whistler 
Sang for us but only four Honeyeater species 
Were seen through the day (White-naped, 

te-eared, Spinebill and Red Wattlebird) 
~ 4 reflection of the absence of any flowers 
at this time of year. 


A very pleasant day with 49 species of birds 
Spotted or heard with a Grey Butcherbird 
Piping the cars off as we left. 


A full bird list for the day is available from 
Elsie Coggan. 


Jackie Tims 


In recent years much focus has been placed 
°n the protection of Australia’s wet, 
Mountain and coastal forests. That focus 
Must now turn to our most threatened 
©cosystem, the dry Box-Ironbark forests of 


Australia’s temperate woodlands. With the 
recent announcement of the new Chiltern 
National Park, the campaign for the 
permanent protection of these ecosystems is 
beginning to pay off. As 85% of this 
ecosystem has already been cleared, 
protection of all remaining areas is being 
sought by the Victorian National Parks 
Association and the Box-Ironbark Bush 
Alliance. 


Supporting a remarkably high number of 
native flora, fauna and _ vegetation 
communities, Box-Ironbark forests are also 
home to over 160 threatened species. These 
include Swift Parrots, Regent Honeyeaters, 
Barking Owls, Squirrel Gliders and Tuans. 
Yet, these inland forests continue to be 
subjected to a range of destructive land uses. 
With proposals to expand mining in these 
Central: Victorian goldfields _ forests, 
thousands of tonnes of Box-Ironbark timber 
being removed for firewood, continued 
grazing pressure by domestic stock, 
Eucalyptus oil harvesting, and residential 
subdivision, Box-Ironbark is Victoria’s most 
threatened forest type. 


Currently, only 2% of the original Box- 
Ironbark forest and woodland is protected in 
conservation reserves which prohibit 
destructive uses. It is hoped that this 
situation can be remedied with the assistance 
of the newly appointed Environment 
Conservation Council who have just released 
the first report on their investigation into 
public land use in the Box-Ironbark country. 
The VNPA are campaigning to have the 
ECC recommend an expanded system of 
National Parks and conservation reserves 
that will secure Victoria’s Box-Ironbark 
forests and woodlands for future generations 
to cherish and enjoy. 


Submissions from the public are crucial — 
1998 may be the last chance to save 
Victoria’s Box-Ironbark woodlands. To find 
out how to make a submission to the 
Environment Conservation Council Box- 
Ironbark investigation, contact Charlie 
Sherwin at VNPA at 10 Parliament Place, 
East Melbourne or on 9650 8296. 


Lyndall Bull VNPA Inc 
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FUNGI _————s[DENTIFICATION 
WORKSHOP & SURVEY WEEKEND _ 


June 19-21, 1998 at A’Beckett Park, 
Raymond Island. Hosted by Bairnsdale & 
District FNC. 


Friday June 19 at 8pm — Dr Tom May, 
Mycologist, National Herbarium of Victoria, 
will be guest speaker at Bairnsdale FNC 
General Meeting. Late night ferry service to 
Raymond Island is available after the 
meeting. 


Saturday June 20 — All day Fungi Workshop 
at A’Beckett Park, presented by Dr Tom 
May, beginning with Registration and 
morning tea at 10am. Participants’ Slide 
Night at 8pm. 


Sunday June 21 — Fungi Survey (and 
Bairnsdale FNC Excursion) 10am A’Beckett 
Park. 


There are various options available for 
participating in all or some of these 
functions. 


Wendy Savage has a registration form and 
more detailed information. 


The Bairnsdale & District FNC contact for 
this weekend is Andrew 5156 6494. 


Registration closes Friday June 12 and 
bookings are limited. 


The South Gippsland Conservation Society 
has produced a leaflet which provides some 
very useful information on helping orphaned 
and injured native birds and animals. There is 
also a list of Wildlife Shelters in South and 
Central Gippsland region, and some people 
who can give specialist advice on particular 
creatures such as Koalas, Echidnas and Bats, 
Reptiles, etc. Some of these are listed below. 


Wildlife Shelters - Baw Baw Shire - 


Robyn Mandel, Neerim Sth 5628 1536 
Colleen Swallwell, Rawson 5165 3583 


LaTrobe Shire - 


Ellen Anders, Churchill 5166 1442 
Catherine Carder, Yinnar Sth 5169 1665 
Wendy Flack, Traralgon Sth 5195 5561 
Joan Hoeben, Boolarra 5169 6569 


General Information — Fauna Branch of 
DNRE 9412 4175 

RSPCA — 9808 5111 

Wildlife Care Network Inc - 24 hour rescue 
service — 016 373 931 — Victoria wide 


Near the nursing home, one evening, the 
jerky movements of an immature magpie 
caught my attention. On moving closer I saw 
that it was having quite a tug-of-war with a 
large worm. At last the victor staggered 
back with his prize. I was reminded of the 
Red Robin Sox ads — for those old enough 
to remember. 


Bea Roberts 


-MANED WOOD DUCK? =———~—S—S 


In early January, returning from a drive 
Brian and I pulled into a parking area at Blue 
Rock Dam. Just beyond the fence were 30+ 
ducks on the short grass. We drifted the car 
quite close and I was about to note their 
description when another vehicle approached 
rapidly, put them to flight and drove off. 


The birds were very attractive with dainty 
heads, short bills, pale grey undersides and a 
distinctive dark streak along the length of 
the wings and black under-tail areas. 


We thought there may have been more than 
one variety as many had _ speckled 
undersides, but on consideration thought 
they may have been females or juveniles. 


On consulting Simpson and Day and 
Readers’ Digest we felt (open to correction) 
they were probably Maned Wood Ducks. 


Bea Roberts 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Club: Contact: Meeting: 

Latrobe Valley Secretary 7.30 pm on the fourth Friday of 

FNC Inc. Mrs W Savage each month at the Moe 
LVENC Inc. Community Health Centre, 
PO Box 1205 Fowler Street 
Morwell 3840 Moe Vic. 3825 
5634 2246 
Assistant Secretary 
Mr R Carey 
5628 5203 

Sale FNC Mrs Betty Jarvis 8 pm on the first Friday of each 
64 Powerscourt St month at Room 13, Continuing 
Maftra 3860 Education Centre, Raymond St. 
5147 2151 Sale Vic 3850 

Bairnsdale FNC Inc. Mrs Pat Tratt 8 pm on the third Friday of each 
P.O. Box 563 month at Bairnsdale 
Bairnsdale 3875 Neighbourhood House 
5156 2683 Dalmahoy St., Bairnsdale 3875 

Subscriptions: 

Due March 31st. Please forward to Hon. Treasurer © Mr Bruce Adams 
(Cheques made payable to LVFNC Inc) 7 Lorikeet Place 
Traralgon 3844 


Naturalist: $15, Family: $29, Single Member: $21, Junior Member: $15 
Half fees apply for those joining after 31 August. 
Latrobe Valley Naturalist is the official publication of the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist 
Club Inc. The Club subscription includes the "Naturalist". 
Brief contributions and short articles on any aspect of natural history are invited from 
members of all clubs. Articles, including those covering Club speakers and excursions, 
would typically be around one A4 side in length, and should not exceed 1,000 words. 
Responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed in this magazine rests 
with the author of the article. 
Contributions should be addressed to: Mrs Gill Bremner 
. Editor, LV Naturalist 

PO Box 719 

TRARALGON VIC 3844 

Phone: 5195 5353 home 

5122.6880 work 
Email: Scribex@Bigpond.com 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 
Meeting: Friday 22 May Freshwater Turtles Ian Smales 


Excursion: SUNDAY 24 May Bus trip to Healesvilles Sanctury. Pick up Morwell 8.30 
am, Moe 8.45, Trafalgar 9.00, Warragul 9.15. Should 
arrive before 11am. Leave to return 3.30pm. 


Bird Group Excursion: Monday 1 June to Stony Creek. Meet 10.15am at Oasis 
Café, Toongabbie. Contact: Elsie Coggan 5127 1857. 

Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following the club 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage 5634 2246. 

Meeting: Friday 26 June Spotted Tree Frogs — Graeme Gillespie 

Excursion: Saturday 27 June Fungi excursion at Darlimurla. Meet 10am at Lyrebird 


Walk carpark (Strzelecki Hwy). Lunch at Mirboo North. 
Visit Big Tree and Darlimurla Station site if time permits. 
FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK 


Action days are the second Sunday of the month. Contact Jack Brooks for details. 
Phone 5623 1563. 


FRIENDS OF EDWARD HUNTER BUSH HERITAGE RESERVE 
Meet at Coalville Road carpark at 1.00pm on the second Tuesday of each month. Contact Dulcie 
Sambell for details. Phone 5127 6751. 


FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP 
Contact: Graeme Rowe 5662 2449 - home ‘ 
Next activities: Saturday 13 June: Rhyll, Phillip Island — Pied Oystercatchers. 23-28 June: Corner 


Inlet (off Mann’s Beach, Barry Beach & Roussac Point) — Winter count (23 J d Pied & 
Sooty Oystercatcher banding. Cae kas 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Pres/Sec. 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Centre 5674 3738. 


PLEASE NOTE — MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 
Subscriptions are now due for 1998/99 — details on inside back cover. 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 12 JUNE 
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UPDATE ON POLAR DINOSAUR 
RESEARCH — 


For people with Internet access, an 
interesting Website for information on Dr 
Tom Rich’s polar dinosaur research is 


http://www.earth.monash.edu.au/dinodream/ 


This year is the fifth field season at the 
Dinosaur Dreaming site near Inverloch. An 
international crew of more than 40 
Volunteers and professionals will spend up 
to 6 weeks each excavating fossils from the 
’ Shore platform at the dig site. 


They will be continuing digging in the same 
area that A. nyktos — the Inverloch 
Cretaceous mammal — was found in the 
1997 excavation and hope to find more 
evidence of this and other mammal species. 
This year, to avoid moving more than 12 
tonnes of sand at the beginning of every 
day’s work, the crew will be using a new 
System to prevent sand re-filling the hole. 


Updates will be made to this Website at the 
€nd of March, so check here later to see 
how things are going. 


re 1998 cis runs from 2™ February to 


General Meetings & Excursions 


Friday 22 May: Freshwater Turtles — Ian 
Smales 


Sunday 24 May: Healesville Sanctuary bus 
ttip. Pick up Morwell 8.30am, Moe 8.45, 
Trafalgar 9.00, Warragul 9.15. Should 
ative before llam. Leave to return 
3.30pm. 


Friday 26 June: Spotted Tree Frogs — 
Graeme Gilllespie 

Saturday 27 June: Fungi excursion at 
Darlimurla. Meet Lyrebird Walk carpark 
(Strzelecki Hwy) 10am. Lunch Mirboo 
North. Visit Big Tree and Darlimurla 
Station site if time permits. 


Finance — Balance 


General A/c $493.05. Cash Management 
Trust $9064.72 (Investment $1916.89 and 
Conservation $7147.83). 


Business Arising, Correspondence & 
General Business 


Telescope for bird watching on club 
excursions — Bird Group will try out L 
Long’s telescope at future outings. 
Specifications and prices from E Coggan. 
Will get more from BOCA. 


Offer of guest speaker on birds from South 
Africa who was visiting Richard Eckard of 
Warragul who is interested in our program; 
sent brochure. 


Maryvale Coalfield Project - public 
meeting 15 April. Anne Stewart attended. 


Brodribb Road Wetland status — as 
reported in local paper, State 
Government/Amcor agreement on land 
exchange has occurred, and LVFNC 
mentioned as having a role. Will enquire. 


New Incorporation provisions — Reg No to 
be quoted on _ official documents 
A0005323T. 


Moe-Yallourn Rail Trail business plan. 
Advise Madge Vinell that Club does not 
have resources for vegetation mapping and 
cannot conduct fauna survey, but will 
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continue to support project on basis of 
field work conducted to date. 


Conservation Matters 


Streamflow Management Plan for the 
Upper Latrobe River — contacted by 
Environment Victoria to see if we would 
like to have a representative on the 
committee to develop this. Asked Julie 
Parker if she would be a contact person, 
and told them we would be interested in 
being informed of developments. 


Mathison Park Development Committee 
met on Saturday April 4 to walk the route 
of the pathway. LV Shire Council had 
already surveyed and pegged route. Major 
bridge over Eelhole Creek near Homestead 
site, plus board walk and minor bridge 
planned. 


GUEST SPEAKER FOR MAY 


Ian Smales — Freshwater Turtles. Ian is a 
senior biologist working for the Zoological 
Board at Healesville Sanctuary, and his 
main role is working with the threatened 
species program. He has had a long time 
interest in freshwater turtles, and his talk 
will give an overview of Australasian 
freshwater turtles, and will deal in 
particular with the Eastern Snake-necked 
Turtle which is found in Gippsland. There 
will be a bus trip to Healesville Sanctuary 
on Sunday May 24. 


Peak times for my bird bath seem to be 
around 8am and 5pm daily. It’s a great 
opportunity for me to do a quick check of 
what’s around as the birds queue up for 
their turn. 


I was amused recently by the bathing 
routine of the treecreepers. They shuffle 
into the water backwards and shuffle out to 
the rim again. Not at all the usual method 
practised by the other species. Has anyone 
else noticed their treecreepers behaving in 
this fashion? 


Julie Parker 
INVESTMENT IN THE FUTURE 


For over 60 years Healesville Sanctuary 
has let visitors encounter Australia’s 
unique wildlife. But it hasn’t always 
catered for the public; it actually began as a 
research institute. 


In 1920, the eminent surgeon, Sir Colin 
MacKenzie, asked the Victorian 
Government for land on which to establish 
a research centre for the study of the 
anatomy of Australian animals. The 
Government granted him the use of 78 
acres (3lha) of bush within the Coranderrk 
Aboriginal Reserve (near Healesville), 
provided he funded the project himself. 
Soon his Australian Institute of Anatomical 
Research was attracting scientists from 
around the world. 


Seventy-eight years on, Healesville 
Sanctuary (or the Sir Colin MacKenzie 
Zoological Park, as it is still officially 
known) continues to be heavily involved in 
conservation and research projects of 
various aspects of Australian fauna and 
flora. Overclearing of land, changing of 
fires regimes, introduced animals and 
plants, logging, destruction of wetlands, 
pollution, pesticides, commercial 
exploitation, hunting and disease all may 
place animals under threat of extinction. 


eee 
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Healesville Sanctuary is cooperating with 
government authorities and non- 
government wildlife organizations in 
conducting long-term management 
programs for some of the most critically 
endangered species within Australia. The 
Sanctuary is the key captive breeding 
partner in 9 out of 19 nationally-endorsed 
endangered species recovery programs for 
Australian bird and mammal species. 


Where feasible, the long-term aim of these 
Tecovery programs is to reintroduce 
Captive-bred animals into protected 
habitats in the wild, once the causes of 
endangerment have been halted and 
Teversed. The survival of endangered 
Species is integrally linked with conserving 
the entire ecosystem. One of these 
Tecovery programs involves the Orange- 
bellied Parrot. Collectively, Healesville 
Sanctuary’s endangered species recovery 
Programs require funding of around 
$300,000 annually to conduct. All 
donations to the Sanctuary are tax 
deductible. 


The Bird Group met at the Morwell 
National Park on 2™ March. We walked 
down the Foster’s Gully Track. From the 
Comer we could see a wallaby browsing 
along the track, then as we walked quietly 
along we saw two others, one a juvenile. 
As we continued our walk we saw many 
Small birds. The total number of species for 
the day was 23. A short way along the 
track two members got a quick look at a 
female Lyrebird. We were pleased to note 
the number of small plants of the Butterfly 
Orchid. 


Further into the Park there was a male 
Lyrebird in the bush off the track. As it was 
M the sunlight and had its tail fully 


extended it made a lovely sight. He was 
quite unconcerned about our presence and 
continued to scratch and provide pickings 
for the family of Superb Blue Wrens and a 
Yellow Robin around him. As this 
continued for at least five minutes we all 
had a lovely view of him. Unfortunately 
nobody had a camera, but perhaps the 
photo wouldn’t have come out so well 
amongst the branches. Finally the Lyrebird 
ran over the bank into the gully and we 
continued our walk. 


On the return walk we again met up with a 
male Lyrebird at the same spot. After 
watching him scratching around for a 
couple of minutes, with his tail closed this 
time, he walked calmly away, and we 
walked on. For the next 15 minutes or so 
we caught glimpses of him through the 
trees. He crossed the track twice and 
finally ran down into Foster’s Gully a short 
way from the bridge. We don’t know if he 
was escorting us or if it was just 
coincidence that our paths were going the 
same way; but he certainly kept up with us. 


We had a lovely day. 


Bon Thompson 


A postgraduate student working with the 
Bioelectronics Group at Monash University 
has come up with a physical explanation as 
to why people who are exposed to dolphins 
report pain relief and increased well-being. 


Mr Steven Birch analysed the ultrasonic 
sounds that dolphins (like bats) emit to 
avoid solid objects and use _ for 
communication — known as echolocation. 
He found that the frequency of vibrations 
generated by the ultrasonic clicks of 
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dolphins are capable of generating rexonant 
vibrations in the skull and spine of humans. 


There is evidence from work in rabbits that 
such vibration of the central nervous 
system can cause an increase in the release 
of endorphins, the hormone which is 
known to act as the body’s natural pain 
reliever and which has been found to 
alleviate depression. 


From Monash News May 1998 (Vol 1 
No2) 


EARLY LAND FLORA OF VICTORIA 


Land plants have a 400 - 450 my (million 
year) history. 


Multicellular organisms appeared about 
700 - 800 mya (million years ago), meaning 
plants took 300 my to colonise the 
land.Why did it take so long? There are a 
number of reasons possible: 


- low oxygen, no ozone and therefore 
too much UV light 

- moon much closer to earth than at 
present, causing much higher tides and 
making it very difficult for plants to 
cross the intertidal zone 


- plants need very different mechanisms 
to survive on land 


These mechanisms can be compared to the requirements of marine plants as follows: 


Land Plants 


must have and impervious ‘skin’ to prevent 
dehydration but must allow O2 and CO2 to 
pass through 


must protect reproductive mechanisms from 
dehydration 


require a conducting system to transport 
water, minerals and nutrients around plant 
unless the plant is small 


require a support mechanism if more than a 
few mm tall | 


require a root system to provide water and 
minerals 


Spores have been found in rocks aged 
about 450 my (Ordovician age) and plants 
which appear to have been encrusting like 
lichens (but they are not) have been found 
in rocks of Early Silurian age (430 my). So 
it is likely that plants developed 


‘skin’ must be permeable to minerals and CO2 


eggs and sperm and other reproductive 


structures drift in water 
absorb water, minerals and nutrients directly at 
site 


no need of support mechanism 


no need for root system — only an anchorage 
mechanism 


dehydration resistant spore coats first, 
while the body of the plant was still 
submerged. The spore bearing organs 
were held out of the water for dispersal by 
the wind. Then the cuticle evolved as 4 
waxy deposit on the epidermis which 
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prevented water loss but was perforated by 
stomates to allow the plant to take in 
carbon dioxide and give off oxygen. Also 
in the Early Silurian, isolated cells believed 
to be early forms of tracheids, the cells 
which conduct minerals and water through 
plants and form the support mechanism for 
trees, were found. Plants with true 
vascular tissue, including tracheids, have 
only been found from the Late Silurian 
(415 my), including sites in Victoria. 


Geology of the Siluro-Devonian Plants 


The Melbourne Trough was active from 
the Cambrian to the end of the Early 
Devonian. Sediment accumulation in the 
trough is more than 30,000 metres over all 
but by the time of the deposition of plants 
in the Trough was narrower and shallower 
than in previous times. Marine animals 
such as graptolites, planktonic species now 
extinct; orthocerids (related to octopuses), 
brachiopods as well as corals have been 
found with the plants. The Late Silurian 
flora was found in a blue siltstone and a 
fine yellow sandstone. The Early Devonian 
flora mostly occurs in the Wilson Creek 
Shale, very dark grey when fresh but buff 
coloured when weathered. The Shale 
outcrops over a wide area, roughily 
triangular from Alexandra in the north, 
Seville in the west and Walhalla in the east. 
Important specimens were also found in 
the fine sandstone Boola beds of Early 
Devonian age near Tyers. 


Victorian Siluro-Devonian Plants 


Early land plants with vascular tissue are 
Classified on the basis as to whether they 
had terminal sporangia or lateral sporangia. 
In the Victorian plants, a group of the 


lateral sporangiate plants had a further 


development - leaves. The plants vary 
from very simple equally branched stems to 
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8 cm long which terminate in elongated 
sporangia to stems up to 4 metres long and 
5 cm in diameter, with star shaped vascular 
tissue (in cross section) and leaves 
arranged in spirals round the stem. Plants 
of Late Silurian age from elsewhere in the 
world are tiny, a few millimetres. Among 
plants with simple axes and terminal 
sporangia are Salopella australis, S. 
caespitosa and Hedeia spp, those with 
simple axes and lateral sporangia are 
Zosterophyllum and Pluricaulis, and those 
with leaves are Baragwanathia spp., which 
are members of the lycopods (Lycopodium, 
Setaginella and the large trees often 
portrayed in illustrations of extinct animals, 
lepidodendrids). One species, B. longifolia 
is known from over a thousand specimens. 
All plants reproduced with spores, most in 
a similar cycle to ferns but some had large 
gametophytes (a single rather than double 
set of chromosomes as in the green stage 
of mosses and liverworts) as well as large 
sporophytes. Seeds did not arise until the 
Late Devonian. 


The plants were initially found in rocks of 
Early Devonian age (400 my). While there 
are some differences in the floras from each 
age group, Baragwanathia longifolia, 
Salopella australis and Hedeia gracilis are 
common to both. 


There has been some controversy over the 
age of the plants because of their size and 
complexity compared to plants of 
equivalent age elsewhere. The plants are 
dated on the basis of their association with 
the planktonic graptolites - Monograptus 
thomasi (Early Devonian), M. aff. 
uncinatus, Bohemograptus sp and 
Pristiograptus dubius (Late Silurian). 
These graptolites are known as index 
fossils and are used for dating rocks as of 
being these ages all over the world. 
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Ecology 


There is evidence from plate tectonics that 
Victoria was in the tropics during the Late 
Silurian/Early Devonian period. This 
would have provided an even climate with 
no extremes of temperature and probably 
even rainfall. Because the plants need 
moisture to reproduce, my guess is that 
they probably grew in marshy areas in a 
river delta. The marshes would have been 
periodically flooded with fast moving water 
which swept great quantities of plant debris 
into the ocean to settle on the ocean floor 
many kilometres from shore. 


Jackie Tims 


In early December when on my back 
verandah, I became aware of the frenzied 
chip-chip-chipping of blackbirds down 
behind the garage, and suspected a 
prowling cat. Seconds later I was startled 
by the flurry of wings and a bird of prey, 
bearing a dead young blackbird, landed on 
a branch about twelve feet away. It fixed 
me with a stare from magnificent yellow 
eyes and I was reluctant to move in case I 
frightened it off. I called Tony and he was 
able to see it from a different angle. 


he blackbird followed it, diving and 
scolding, till it flew off as I supposed. 
However the scolding and diving continued 
higher up in our densely leafed 
Liquidambar. By this and observing the 
drift of feathers we were able to pinpoint it. 
I was both appalled and fascinated by the 
ferocity with which it attacked its meal, 
appearing to pluck a section then devour it 
and repeat the process. 

The blackbirds persisted in their distressed 
objections for several minutes, then all but 
one dispersed. This poor adult male kept 
on for nearly twenty minutes before he too 
left the scene! 


The ‘hawk’ continued to eat for some time 
but when I returned from getting some 
glasses it was gone. A day or so later, 
under the tree, I found two pieces of 
skeleton, just bones and legs picked clean. 


Tony and I agreed it was a hawk, and 
probably from the teardrop spots on upper 
chest and barred pantaloons, seemed most 
likely a female Collared Sparrow-hawk 
(open to correction). 


Bea Roberts 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Club: Contact: Meeting: 

Latrobe Valley Secretary 7.30 pm on the fourth Friday of 

FNC Inc. Mrs W Savage each month at the Moe 
LVEFNC Inc. Community Health Centre, 
PO Box 1205 Fowler Street 
Morwell 3840 Moe Vic. 3825 
5634 2246 
Assistant Secretary 
Mr R Car 
5628 5203 

Sale FNC Mrs Betty Jarvis 8 pm on the first Friday of each 
64 Powerscourt St month at Room 13, Continuing 
Maftra 3860 Education Centre, Raymond St. 

5147 2151 Sale Vic 3850 

Bairnsdale FNC Inc. Mrs Pat Tratt 8 pm on the third Friday of each 
P.O. Box 563 month at Noweyung, 84 Goold 
Bairnsdale 3875 Street, Bairnsdale 3875 
5156 2683 

Subscriptions: 

Due March 31st. Please forward to Hon. Treasurer Mr Bruce Adams 
(Cheques made payable to LVFNC Inc) 7 Lorikeet Place 
Traralgon 3844 


Naturalist: $15, Family: $29, Single Member: $21, Junior Member: $15 
Half fees apply for those joining after 31 August. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist is the official publication of the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist 
Club Inc. The Club subscription includes the "Naturalist". 


Brief contributions and short articles on any aspect of fatiral history are invited from 
members of all clubs. Articles, including those covering Club speakers and excursions, 
would typically be around one A4 side in length, and should not exceed 1,000 words. 


Responsibility for the accuracy of information ca opinions expressedit in this magazine rests 


with the author of the article. 


Contributions should be addressed to: Mrs Gill Beanies 


Editor, LV Naturalist 
PO Box 719 
TRARALGON VIC 3844 


Phone: 5195 5353 home 
5122 6880 work — 
Email: Scribex@Bigpond.com 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 

Meeting: Friday 26 June Spotted Tree Frogs — Graeme Gillispie 

Excursion: Saturday 27 June Fungi Excursion at Darlimurla. Meet 10am Lyrebird Walk 
car park (Strzelecki Hwy). Lunch at Mirboo North. Visit 
Big Tree and Darlimurla Station site if time permits. 


Bird Group Excursion: Monday 6 July to Edward Hunter Reserve. Meet 10am at 
car park. Contact: Elsie Coggan 5127 1857. 

Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following the club 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage 5634 2246. 

Meeting: Friday 24 July Regent Honeyeaters: a National Perspective — David 
Geering 

Excursion: Saturday 25 July Traralgon South Forest Reserves. Meet 10am at Miners 


View Lookout on Traralgon Creek Road near Loy Yang 
(Traralgon side of Loy Yang traffic lights). 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK 


Action days are the second Sunday of the month. Contact Jack Brooks for details. 
Phone 5623 1563. 


FRIENDS OF EDWARD HUNTER BUSH HERITAGE RESERVE 
Meet at Coalville Road carpark at 1.00pm on the second Tuesday of each month. Contact Dulcie 
Sambell for details. Phone 5127 6751. 


FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP 


Contact: Graeme Rowe 5662 2449 - home 
Next activities: Saturday 11 July: Stockyard Point — Pied Oystercatchers. Sunday 12 July: Hastings 
— Pied Oystercatchers. Saturday 18 July: AGM at Clive & Pat Minton’s house. 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Pres/Sec. 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Centre 5674 3738. 


Citi et ee eee ee ee eee 
FRIENDS OF TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR CONSERVATION RESERVE 
Contacts: Gary Deane 5174 1591 (President). Steve Kurec 5173 1491 (Shire Liaison Officer) 


PLEASE NOTE — MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 
Subscriptions are now due for 1998/99 — details on inside back cover. 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 11 JULY 
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PORT ALBERT EXCURSION 28.3.98 


Although the weather was cool and windy 
we had an enjoyable excursion. Terri Allen 
and Sue Taylor were our leaders and there 
were 17 persons present. Terri had several 
helpful and informative handouts including 
Bush Tucker and Other Useful Plants, 
Waders of Corner Inlet, plant list for 
peonis Run and the history of the Old Port 
Tail. 


Before the excursion commenced we were 
Invited to watch as the gentleman from the 
fish shop tossed the fish offal into the water 
to feed the Stingrays. Sometimes there are as 


Many as five present and we saw two big 
Ones. 


Then we commenced our walk along the Old 

Port Trail from the Port Albert end. We have 

always started from the other end 

pa ucusly, so this area was new to most of 
S. 


The first plant pointed out by Terri was the 
Coast Wattle. The aborigines used the wood 
for spears and ate the seeds. At Wonthaggi it 
IS. possible to purchase Wattle Seed 


cecream, which Terri assured us is very 
Nice, 


The Seaberry Saltbush fruit were used by 
farly settlers as a dye and an ink, while the 
Piny Matrush seeds were eaten and the 


“aves used to construct baskets and to make 
String. 


The Black Wattle gum was sucked by the 
Children; but the gum was also heated and 
Mixed with crushed mussel shells and used 
'0 caulk the bark canoes. 


a Course more plants other than these were 
€ntified and more information supplied. 


All this time we had been walking along a 
800d track along the edge of the inlet where 
ny Mangroves grow. Then we came to a 


| 
OWer area that was a salt marsh and so here 


we encountered many small salt marsh 
plants, e.g. Sea Heath, Beaded Glasswort, 
Seablite, Swampweed and Statice. From 
here on we were in coastal bushland. There 
was discussion about the two Ballarts. It is 
hard to be sure of the identification without 
the fruits; but I think perhaps the yellowish 
plant was the Pale Ballart and the darker 
green stiffer plant was the Coast Ballart. 


Looking towards the bushland there were 
three large Kangaroos which gave a display 
of jumping over the fence and then hopping 
off at a quick rate. There were also 
butterflies, bullants and fungi. 


As Phil had thoughtfully arranged for a few 
cars to be at the end of the walk we were 
driven back to Port Albert and a fish and 
chips lunch. 


The afternoon was spent at Gellion’s Run 
where Terri provided more information on 
plants and their uses, e.g. the Spear 
Grasstree. The aborigines used the flower 
stalks for spears (hence the name); the bases 
for fire lighters; the seeds, base of new 
leaves and the tubers under the ground were 
all eaten at times and the flowers supplied 
nectar — a very useful plant. 


There was discussion of the Broom-heaths — 
both the Prickly Broom-heath and the Tree 
Broom-heath. The green cones of the 
Casuarina were eaten as well as young 
shoots. The Silver Banksia was in full bloom 
and there were flowers on the Prickly 
Geebung. 


The erect plant with dark sheathing bracts 
on the branches and the delicate drooping 
tassel-like flowers was not a Restio as I 
suggested (although it belongs to the same 
family), it was the Tassel Rope-rush. 
Samples of tiny flowers were the Swamp 
Boronia, Swamp Goodenia (both in flower) 
and the Tiny Sundew. 
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Before our final cuppa Terri and Sue were 
thanked for all the effort they put into the 
day. 

Coast Wattle Acacia 
sophorae 

Seaberry Saltbush Rhagodia candolleana 
Spiny Matrush Lomanadra longifolia 

Black Wattle Acacia mearnsii 

Sea Heath Frankenia pauciflora 

Beaded Glasswort Sarcocornia quinqueflora 
Seablite Suada australis 

Swampweed Selliera radicans 

Statice or Yellow Sea Lavender Limonium 
australe 

Pale Ballart Exocarpus stricta 

Coast Ballart Exocarpus syrticola 

Spear Grass-tree Xanthorrhoea resinosa 
Prickly Broom-heath Monotoca scorparia 
Tree Broom-heath Monotoca elliptica 

Silver Banksia Banksia marginata 

Prickly Geebung Persoonia juniperina 
Tassel Rope-rush Hypolaena fastigiata 
Swamp Boronia Boronia parvaflora 

Swamp Goodenia Goodenia humilis 

Tiny Sundew Drosera pygmea 


longifolia — var. 


Bon Thompson 
BIRD NOTES FOR PORT ALBERT 


Port Albert was a very breezy place but that 
did not deter the immature Pacific Gulls that 
were trying to retrieve the fish offal being 
dropped to the large rays waiting below the 
wharf. 


Not a big bird list, for apart from the 
weather conditions, most waders had left for 
their migration to the northern hemisphere. 
However, as we walked along the coastal 
path (Old Port Trail) three flocks of birds 
were seen flying along the coastline — 
probably Greenshanks, looking for food to 
build up body weight in preparation for their 
long flight. 


The Pied Oystercatchers and Crested Terns 
were sheltering in a protected tidal inlet. The 
Herons and Ibis were in pockets of coastal 


shrubbery protected from the on-shore 
strong breeze. 


Most of the smaller birds seen during the day 
were in Gellions Run. 


Elsie Coggan 
(Elsie has a full list for the day — Ed.) 
NAME CHANGES IN BOTANY 


In volume 10 of Muelleria, the Royal 
Botanical Gardens Melbourne publication, 
there is an article titled ‘The Resolution of 
the Prasophyllum alpinum Complex’. 
During this article it shows at least one way 
of how it becomes necessary to change the 
names of plants. The article is by David L 
Jones. 


The first species recognized within the 
complex was P. alpinum described by 
Brown in 1810. Brown’s specimens were 
collected from the top of Mount Wellington, 
Hobart. Prasophyllum  colensoi was 
described by Hooker (of Kew Gardens) in 
1853 from material collected in New 
Zealand. Next description was Prasophyllum 
frenchii var. tadgellianum by Rogers in 
1922 from specimens collected on Mount 
Hotham at an altitude of 5,100 ft. Rogers 
redescribed this specimen a year later as P. 
tadgellianum based on specimens collected 
on Mount Bogong at 6,500 ft. Almost from 
the time of its description this latter taxon 
has been treated as a synonym of P. alpinum 
and not as a separate species although 
Pescott in 1928 and Ewart in 1930 
considered it a valid species. 


Now there are four species in this complex, 
of which only two species are recorded for 
Victoria. These are P. tadgellianum and P. 
spacelatum which are separated in the first 
place by the length of the flowers, 10-12mm 
and 14-18mm respectively. 

P. alpinum is considered endemic to 
Tasmania. 
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P. colensoi is considered endemic to New 
Zealand. 


Of course there are many more differences 
between the two Victorian species besides 
the flower size and there is a key to separate 
the four species besides distribution. 


This type of resolution of species is the 
Cause of some of the name changes in 
Andrew Paget’s recent address to the club. 


Bon Thompson 
BIRD GROUP REPORT 1998 


Our bird watching group meets on the first 
Monday of each month, with other 
Observations recorded on club excursions 
and botany days in the bush. During the past 
year we visited 21 sites with new sites at the 
Moe-Yallourn Rail Trail and the AP 
Plantations Carrajung Reserve. We averaged 
37 birds an outing, the highest at Lake 
Guthridge and the wetland areas of Sale with 
@ count of 60 species in May 1997. The 
Owest count of 14 was at the Edward 
Hunter Reserve, Moe. The most successful 
day was at Wirilda when only four Birdo’s 
had a count of 32 birds. 


Elsie Coggan 


Editor’s Note: my apologies to Elsie for the 
ate appearance of this report — it 
disappeared for some time within the pile of 
Stuff on my desk. 


LITTLE PENGUINS - 
Talk by Peter Dann, 27 March 1998. 


eter is a Marine Research Officer at the 
sailip Island Nature Park which was created 
Sa result of work by The Friends of the 
€nguin Parade and others on Phillip Island. 
Wie gave our members a most illuminating 
about these unique flightless birds which 
at pee see on our nearby coast as well as 
€ Penguin Parade itself. 


The following are some of the penguins’ 
features: 


They are flightless birds with short feathers. 


As an inbuilt defence against predatory 
animals, they occur on islands and at the 
base of cliffs on the mainland. 


They are nocturnal whilst on land, in order 
to avoid raptors such as the White-bellied 
Sea-eagle or the Pacific Gull. 


Their surface to volume ratio is such that 
they don’t’ lose heat very effectively. They 
don’t emerge during the day if the 
temperature is above 27C. (One reason why 
they don’t occur in Northern Australia.) 


Their legs are set well back on their body 
which is a classic torpedo shape allowing the 
birds to move rapidly through water. 


Little Penguins occur in New Zealand but 
are a sub-species there. In Australia their 
main stronghold is in Tasmania where there 
are no foxes, and the islands of Bass Strait 
(44% occur here with a total of 473,000 
birds). Western Australia has 46 sites but 
only 3,000 birds. Peter said that there are 
still many islands to be visited by 
ornithologists so there could be many more 
birds. Gabo Island (30,000) and St Helen 
Island (35,000) are the two largest colonies 
in Bass Strait. All told there are 256 known 
sites in Australia. A few sites show a decline 
in numbers, and Phillip Island is one of them. 


Penguins breed when they are 2 to 3 years 
old. From survival data half the population 
are 1 to 2 years old so there is obviously a 
high mortality rate in the first 2 to 3 years. 


What happens at sea: Over the past 30 
years 100,000 numbered tags have been 
applied to adult birds, with requests to 
return the tags to the Canberra Bird Banding 
Office. From these findings it is estimated 
that at least 23% of adult breeding birds die 
at sea each year. 


i 


Issue No. 410 June 1998 


Page 3 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist 


Birds from the Phillip Island zone travel to 
the Port Phillip Heads area and many go 
beyond to Cape Otway and even the gulfs of 
South Australia. It is not known why they 
swim towards the west but it is thought that 
the main attraction is the large fish spawning 
grounds in the shallow waters near the edge 
of the continental shelf. 


Another method of tracking penguins at sea 
is by the application of small radio 
transmitters with flexible aerials onto the 
birds’ backs. When the bird comes to the 
surface it is possible to get a “beep”. This 
signal can be followed by aircraft. The radio 
batteries only last about four weeks but 
often the birds are away for 6 to 8 weeks. 
Like albatrosses they doze on the surface of 
the water for 1 to 2 minutes at a time. 


There is a small colony of about 150 birds 
breeding on the breakwater at St Kilda. 


On land the birds nest under all sorts of 
things... houses, sheets of iron, etc. Shelter 
is the main object. The research group use 
specially constructed boxes with lift-up lids 
for ease of study. 


Observations at Phillip Island indicate that 
the birds lay two eggs in 
September/October; incubation is shared by 
both parents and 70% of the eggs 
successfully hatch. Parents alternate the care 
of the chicks each night. When they are two 
weeks old both parents go out to sea in the 
morning and return at night. The chicks 
fledge at 8 to 10 weeks. By about 
February/March breeding ceases and the 
birds leave for three weeks, coming back 
often twice their body weight. They have to 
stay ashore for 17 days to shed all their old 
feathers. Much of their accumulated weight 
is lost during this time. 


Threats to the Penguins: From the number 
of penguin eggs collected for the Museum of 
Victoria in 1897 it would appear that there 
were five times the number of birds on 
Phillip Island than there are today. Foxes 


introduced to the Island in 1909 had an 
enormous impact. The goal today is to 
eradicate foxes from the Island using ‘1080’ 
baits and digging out the dens. 


Habitat destruction by cars crashing through 
burrows is another problem. In 1986 the 
government began buying back the 180 
houses and 600 building blocks in the 
vicinity of the penguin rookeries. The aim is 
to restore the penguin habitat and to close 
off the roads where up to 200 birds a year 
are killed. 


10 years ago many birds became entangled 
in plastic six-pack drink yokes. The plastic 
now used is more photo degradable. 


In recent years there has been an alarming 
mortality rate among the  pilchard 
population. At the same time 20% of Phillip 
Island penguins died. The pilchards still 
haven’t returned. The penguins are eating 
other things — red cod, anchovies, etc. The 
eggs are hatching satisfactorily but after two 
weeks the parent birds are staying away for 
2 to 3 days. Peter said they had dead chicks 
everywhere. Pilchards are part of the cat 
food industry in Port Phillip Bay. Echo 
sounding is being used to trace the pilchard 
schools and to try to estimate what 
percentage is being taken by the penguins as 
well as the fishermen. 


Oil on the surface of the sea is a great hazard 
for penguins. They become covered with it 
when they surface for air. Over 1000 birds 
cleaned recently have rehabilitated quite well 
and breed as successfully as unaffected ones. 


The Penguin Parade. 450,000 people visit 
the Parade each year. Could they be too 
intrusive for the penguins? For five years the 
researchers have studied breeding success, 
survival, migration to other places, etc. and 
then compared the results with those 
obtained from another spot 4Km_ further 
along the coast where there are no visitors. 
Both places recorded the same results, so 
the researchers are comfortable with the fact 
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that the tourist phenomenon is not having a 
detrimental effect on the penguins. 


To make the area more penguin friendly the 
Parade has built raised board walks with 
artificial boxes underneath; also special 
eae which appears less bright to the 
irds. 


The chief spin-offs from the Parade: 60% of 
the visitors are from overseas, and the 
Parade is a good opportunity to educate 
People about the environment. 


Mary Austin 


General Meetings & Excursions 


Friday 26 June: Spotted tree Frogs — 
Graeme Gillispie © 


Saturday 27 June: Fungi excursion at 
Darlimurla. Meet 10am Lyrebird Walk 
Carpark (Strzelecki Hwy). Lunch Mirboo 
North. Visit Big Tree and Darlimurla Station 
Site if time permits. 


Friday 24 July: Regent Honeyeater - a 
ational Perspective — David Geering 


Saturday 25 July: Traralgon South Forest 
serves. Meet 10am Miners View Lookout 
on Traralgon Creek Road, near Loy Yang. 


Finance — Balance 


Peneral A/c $944.05. Cash Management 
Tust $9164.63 (Investment $2016.80 and 
Onservation $7147.83) 


Business Arising, Correspondence & 
€neral Business 


Telescope for bird watching on club 
Xcursions — prices of one type around $350. 
Pinion expressed that we wouldn’t justify 
© expense as only suitable for coastal or 


GUEST SPEAKER FOR JUNE 


wetland areas. Assess level of interest at 
GM. Enquire if DNR&E have one at 
Traralgon we could borrow. 


Traralgon Railway Reservoir Conservation 
Reserve has joined the club as a group 
paying family membership rate. Members 
may attend our activities. 


Publicity for guest speakers will be sent to 
Express office in Morwell and Moe 
Narracan News. Details are sent to radio 
stations 3GI, 3TR and 3GG. 


Bus trip to Cranbourne Botanic Gardens 
October 25 — will invite SGAP to join us. 


Edward Hunter Reserve — Dulcie Sambell 
notified Elsie Coggan that Council will have 
an employee working clearing weeds, etc. so 
Friends group may be disbanded. Enquire 
further. 


Conservation Matters 


Mathison Park Report — Eelhole Creek path 
is half completed. When complete Council 
would like Club to view the area and suggest 
suitable plantings using available plant list. 
Perhaps arrange date for early July. 


Traralgon RRCR -— John Lawson is 
concerned about sale of Hobson Park as 
significant bushland area extends into 
Reserve, and would like Council to buy it to 
add to Reserve. May ask Club to help lobby 
for this. 


Brodribb Road wetlands — no feedback as 
yet about its status. 


Graeme Gillispie — Spotted Tree Frogs. 

Graeme, from the Arthur Rylah Institute, has 
worked with the Department of Natural 
Resources and Environment on forest 
wildlife research and management for the 
last 11 years. He has been studying the 
conservation and biology of the spotted tree 
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frog for the last 6 years, and more generally 
has been researching declining frog species 
in South-east Australia. The spotted tree 
frog lives in North-east Victoria and 
Gippsland in remote, fast flowing upland 
streams and until recently relatively little was 
known about them. Graeme’s talk will cover 
their habitat requirements, reasons for 
decline and will deal with other river 
breeding frogs which inhabit similar areas. 


GUEST SPEAKER FOR JULY — 


David Geering — Regent Honeyeaters — a 
National Perspective. 

David is the Regent Honeyeater Recovery 
Coordinator based in Melbourne. Over the 
past 50 years or so the Regent Honeyeater 
has declined dramatically, from being a 
common bird recorded in flocks of 
thousands, to a population of about 1500 
individuals. There are now only three main 
breeding areas: Chiltern in NE Victoria, 
Capertee Valley and Bundarra areas in 
NSW. So far the recovery effort has worked 
on understanding the biology and ecology of 
the species. Future efforts will concentrate 
on managing and reversing loss of habitat. 
There were past records of the Regent 
Honeyeater in the Latrobe Valley. David’s 
talk will give a brief overview of the Regent 
Honeyeater, its habitat and what is being 
done to save it from extinction. 


How would you feel if you knew you were 
contributing to air pollution each time you 
cut the grass? 


Scientists from Monash University and 
CSIRO have found that lawns and 
grasslands release vast quantities of 
pollutants into the air and that emissions of 
chemicals increase around a hundred-fold 
after the grass is cut, taking hours to go 
back to their original level. 


Mr Wayne Kirstine from the Monash-based 
Gippsland Centre for Environmental Science 
conducted the research with Mr Ian Galbally 
from the CSIRO Division of Atmospheric 
Research. 


The researchers, who set up a transparent 
chamber in a grass paddock in Gippsland, in 
south-eastern Victoria, found that plants 
release highly reactive hydrocarbons which 
can add significantly to photochemical smog 
problems. 


Although grasslands and pastures cover a 
quarter of the Earth’s land surface, the study 
is one of the first to measure emissions of air 
pollutants from grass. 


Monash News Vol 1 No 2 May 98 


We record with regret and a sense of loss 
the passing of Jim Wall, who died in 
Traralgon on 22 April. 


Jim was a particularly active contributor to 
the club over many years. He was elected 
President at the 1979 AGM and very ably 
served the club in this role for the next 8 
years. During his term, our club hosted the 
1982 VFNCA Autumn camp in Morwell. 
Jim represented the club on a number of 
outside bodies with important conservation 
roles such as the Wirilda Park Management 
Association. He is also remembered for 
organizing a number of extended club trips 
to such places as Gypsy Point and Wilsons 
Promontory. 


We offer our sincere condolences to Peg and 
members of the Wall family. 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 


Meeting: Friday 24 July Regent Honeyeaters: a National Perspective — David 
Geering 
Excursion: Saturday 25 July Traralgon South Forest Reserves. Meet 10am at Miners 


View Lookout on Traralgon Creek Road near Loy Yang 
(Traralgon side of Loy Yang traffic lights). 


Bird Group Excursion: Monday 3 August to Crinigan Road Reserve. Meet 10am 
at car park. Contact: Elsie Coggan 5127 1857. 

Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following the club 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage 5634 2246. 

Meeting: Friday 28 August Brush-tailed Rock Wallabies — Jim Reside 


Excursion: Saturday 29 August Frog spotting excursion (evening). Details to be advised. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK 


Action days are the second Sunday of the month. Contact Jack Brooks for details. 
Phone 5623 1563. 


FRIENDS OF EDWARD HUNTER BUSH HERITAGE RESERVE 


Meet at Coalville Road carpark at 1.00pm on the second Tuesday of each month. Contact Dulcie 
Sambell for details. Phone 5127 6751. 


FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP 


Contact: Graeme Rowe 5662 2449 - home 
Next activities: Saturday 12 September - The Gurdies or Yallock Creek - Eastern Curlew. 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 


PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Pres/Sec. 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Centre 5674 3738. 
Next activity: Sunday 26 July - “Crisis in Strzeleckis’ 1pm Bunurong Meeting Room, Inverloch 


FRIENDS OF TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR CONSERVATION RESERVE 
Contacts: Gary Deane 5174 1591 (President). Steve Kurec 5173 1491 (Shire Liaison Officer) 


HEYFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE COMMITTEE 
Contacts: Ron Kerr 5148 2575 (President). Wendy Rhodes 5148 3058 (Secretary) 


PLEASE NOTE —- MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 
Subscriptions are now due for 1998/99 — details on inside back cover. 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 14 AUGUST 
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HEALESVILLE SANCTUARY TRIP — 


Waking to pouring rain and wind on the day 
of our bus trip to Healesville Sanctuary 
Seemed a bad omen, especially as it fitted the 
forecast we had been given, but amazingly 
Our party of twenty-six members and friends 
had fine weather for the whole time we were 
actually there. When we arrived, we were 
Met by staff at the Sanctuary, Ian Smales and 
Bruce Macdonald, who had offered to show 
Us some of the Sanctuary's programs in 
Captive breeding ‘behind the scenes’. 


The Helmeted Honeyeater, Victoria's state 
bird emblem is probably one of the best 

Own endangered birds, and is restricted to 
a small population of birds at nearby 
Yellingbo. Early Victorian records show a 
distribution east of Melbourne, including the 
Bass River, Childers and Yellingbo, although 
Sven the bird’s close similarity to the 
Yellow-tufted Honeyeater only records 
based on collected skins can be considered 
to be certain. Due to loss of habitat as the 
and was cleared, particularly its favoured 

itat along rivers and streams, these birds 
had almost disappeared. When the program 
to save the bird from probable extinction 
Started in 1986, there were only populations 
along the creeks in a small area at Yellingbo 
Temaining. Over the next five or so years 
these steadily declined until there were only 
4 few of these areas left, hence their 
endangered species classification. 


Bell Miners had taken over the other areas, 


and these were seen as the current major 


threat to these small isolated groups of 
elmeted Honeyeaters. A decision was 
Made to remove the Bell Miners from the 
fea, as although they are native birds, their 
48gressive colonising behaviour, as well as 
‘it ability to gain advantage over other 
aes with decrease in bushland and 
anderstorey made them as much a threat as 
ntroduced birds. Following ethics 
in mittee guidelines, the birds were trapped 

Mist nets and removed to an area near 
©a. They were watched closely for a few 
Beats) but were never sighted again, so it 
Ppeared they had not survived. Presumably 


they met a similar fate to possums which 
when relocated almost invariably die, so it 
was decided it was kinder to euthanase them 
in future. 


On the removal of the Bell Miners, the 
Helmeted Honeyeater populations increased 
steadily, so now they are back to similar, or 
even better numbers than when the program 
started. Extensive planting on the Helmeted 
Honeyeaters' Reserve, and on many adjacent 
landholders’ properties has been undertaken 
by the Friends group. 


Healesville Sanctuary is one of the many 
groups (including LaTrobe University 
geneticists) involved in working on this 
project, and it runs a successful captive 
breeding program, using Yellow-tufted 
Honeyeaters as surrogate parents using eggs 
collected from nests at Yellingbo. This 
would have little detrimental effect on the 
wild population, as predation of eggs can be 
high, and birds will continue to rebuild nests 
and lay more eggs during the breeding 
season. One pair of birds had been observed 
to successfully fledge birds from four 
nestings in one season, yet the next season 
had its eggs predated ten times. I think the 
figures were that 138 birds had been bred at 
the Sanctuary, and pairs of birds have now 
been reintroduced to the Yellingbo area from 
this program using aviaries built on the 
Reserve. 


We were taken to see the aviaries for this 
program at the Sanctuary, and could observe 
both honeyeaters at close quarters. The 
Helmeted Honeyeater differs from the 
Yellow-tufted only in having a crest above 
the beak and plumage which is not quite as 
yellow, but this is not so evident on younger 
birds, and could easily be missed if a good 
view was not available. 


Orange-bellied Parrots are one of their other 
captive breeding programs for birds, but we 
weren't able to see this as they are very 
nervous and human contact is minimised. 

We were able to see a pair in display in a 
larger aviary in the public area, and I was 
lucky to have a good view of them bathing 
close to the viewing window. I must say 
their orange belly was not very conspicuous. 
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The enclosures housing the timid Brush- 
tailed Rock Wallaby (found in East 
Gippsland) are also protected from visitor 
disturbance. 


Another highlight was the “Birds of Prey” 
flight presentation which is put on for the 
public each day. A Wedge-tailed Eagle was 
put through its paces, swooping low over 
the heads of the crowd in the viewing arena 
as it swept down for food on the call of its 
trainer. Landing within feet of the crowd, 
excellent views were had of its huge 
pantalooned legs and powerful beak and 
claws. Its effortless gliding motion was 
compared with an Australian Hobby which 
darted in energetically and expertly caught 
food tossed into the air. This bird was 
apparently the injured bird which featured in 
‘Zoos Company' on ABC television recently, 
which although released to the wild has 
chosen to remain. Also seen at close 
quarters were a Black-breasted Buzzard 
(neither a true buzzard, according to the 
keeper, nor, in this immature case, black- 
breasted!) and a handsome Barn Owl. 


Watching the proliferation of birds outside 
the enclosures in the lovely bushland setting 
of the Sanctuary was as enjoyable as being 
able to look closely at birds in the cages 
which can be so hard to see in the bush. 
Other highlights included the excellent 
“World of the Platypus” and the “Reptile 
Encounter”, both fairly recent additions to 
the Sanctuary. Our trip was very rewarding, 
and it is no wonder that the Sanctuary is 
always crowded with visitors admiring our 
wonderful wildlife. 


Wendy Savage 


General Meetings & Excursions 


Friday 24 July: Regent Honeyeater — a 
National Perspective — David Geering 


Saturday 25 July: Traralgon South Forest 
Reserves. Meet 10am Miners View Lookout 
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on Traralgon Creek Road near Loy Yang 
(Traralgon side of Loy Yang traffic lights). 
Friday 28 August: Brush-tailed Rock 
Wallabies — Jim Reside 


Saturday 29 August: Frog _ spotting 
excursion (evening). Details at General 
Meeting. 


Finance — Balance 

General A/c $992.09. Cash Management 
Trust $9164.63 (Investment $2016.30 and 
Conservation $7147.83) 


Business Arising, 
General Business 


Correspondence & 


100 year old cypress tree in Traralgon 
threatened by car park for proposed new 
development on Manny’s Market site — letter 
written to LaTrobe Shire, as members at 
GM voted in favour of expressing wish for 
its preservation. 


Edward Hunter Reserve — need to ascertain 
status of Friends Group. 


Heyfield Racecourse Reserve Committee — 
send copy of survey; check if stock 
excluded, and if so offer Spring survey. 


Treasurer Bruce will be absent August to 
October — Lorna Long will stand in. 


Regional Forest Agreement Gippsland 
Heritage Workshop June 11 attended by 
President Phil. Wheel reinvented as local 
Parks and Reserves listed and described. 


Edison Mission Energy advertised funding 
for Environmental Community Projects due 
July 17; send for details. 


Cranbourne Bus Trip October 25 — local 
SGAP have been invited. Start list at GM. 


Wilsons Prom Spring Camp 9-11 October - 


$35/person in 24 bed lodge for 2 nights 
Start list at GM. 
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Caringal Scout Camp access restricted, but 
bird group can enter through back gate; 
Ranger on duty all the time. Contact Sylvia 
and John 5165 3210. 


Conservation Matters 


Mathison Park excursion to advise on 
Planting — after Botany July 4. 


Jeeralang Power planting — 8 members met 
With Grahame Dowers to view site, to 
Provide plant list for amenity planting in 
Swampy area. Letter prepared. 


Carrajung Conservation Reserve meeting 
June 16 attended by President Phil. Reserve 
Named Jungadale, and sub-committee for 
funding formed. Reserve needs 50 members 
for registration for funding. 


Maryvale EES Consultative Committee — 
John Larson will be our representative. 


GUEST: SPEAKER FOR AUGUST 


Jim Reside — Brush-tailed Rock Wallabies. 
Im is a wildlife consultant based at 
Bairnsdale and is the state convener of the 
Victorian Brush-tailed Rock Wallaby 
Recovery Team. There are two remnant 
Populations of these wallabies in Victoria: 
One in East Gippsland and the other in the 
Tampians. The team is mainly concerned 
With researching and monitoring the 
Populations, predator control and a captive 
Teeding program. The captive breeding is 
Conducted at Healesville Sanctuary, 
Adelaide Zoo and in the ACT, and is trialling 
a Cross-fostering technique, using other 
Species of wallaby as parents. 


CASTLEMAINE ‘GET-TOGETHER” 


The Castlemaine Field Naturalists are 
Osting a “Get-Together” Weekend 11-13 
ptember. There will be various speakers 
d excursions. Bookings are required by 28 

fo Sust — Wendy Savage has a booking 
Tm, or contact Ern Perkins, P O Box 212, 
astlemaine 3450. 


AVIAN ABLUTIONS REVISITED 


In response to Julie Parker’s item in the May 
magazine about the bathing habits of the 
treecreepers in her bird bath I received the 
following letter from Roland (whose 
surname I can’t decipher) — 

“J was interested in Julie Parker’s letter to 
you about the treecreepers ... backing down 
into the bird pool. Apparently they can’t 
keep their head down at any time. They 
wouldn’t have lasted long in the avian 
infantry! But of course they would have 
been in the airforce. I wonder if anyone has 
observed the sitella bathing. Does it enter 
head first holding its breath? My sister who 
has a place in the Grampians, told me some 
months ago that she had observed the 
White-throated  Treecreeper behaving 


exactly the same way.” 


On Anzac Day 1998, the monthly excursion was 
a plant fossil hunting trip to a locality on the 
Rintoul Creek north of Tyers. Wind and rain had 
been forecast, but fortunately only one brief 
period of light rain fell and the site was sheltered. 
Some walked and some drove up the last 800 
metres of 4WD track and all walked the last 100 
metres across the creek (somewhat exciting!) to 
the creek edge with the exposed fossiliferous 
strata. After a short instruction period to select 
the best rocks and use of hammers, the group 
amassed a collection of fossil plants of mid 
Cretaceous age (about 105 million years old). 


These were the plants the dinosaurs depended 


upon. 


Fossil plants collected from this locality 
(although riot necessarily by us) included: 


I Conifers (Modem genera include Pines, 
Cypresses, Yews, Firs, Araucarias). 
Fossil Cypresses and a plant with leaves 
like King Billy Pine (Arthrotaxis). 


2. Pentoxylales group. This group of plants 
are now extinct and first appear in 
Permian times (280 Million years ago) 
and died out in the Cretaceous. 


| 
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One section of the group are thought to be ancestors of the Conifers while another is thought to 
be ancestral to the Bennettitales and through them, the flowering plants. It is possible that 
Cycads and Ginkgos evolved from the Pentoxylales and although both Cycads and Ginkgos 
were very common in the Mesozoic (which includes the Cretaceous period), they are not 
present in the fossils at this locality. 


BI Bennettitales group. Now an extinct group, the Bennettitales had similarities of their vascular 
traces to the reproductive structures to the vascular traces of the flowering plants (connection 
to leaf vascular traces rather than directly to those of stems). For this reason it is thought that 
the Bennettitales are ancestral to flowering plants. It is very difficult to know what the first 
flowers looked like and palaeobotanists may not recognise the first fossil flowers even if they 
found them. 


4. Fems. There are several extinct ferns and probable ferns which are currently being researched 
from this locality. 


The locality is thought to be an ancient shallow lake bed. Leaves, twigs and small branches were 


washed into it. The most prominent plants are Prilophyllum boolensis (Bennettitales) and Taenopteris 
sp. (Pentoxylales). 


iS iy 


Ptilophyllum Elatocladus sp Taeniopteris sp ‘lobed’ Brachyphyllum 
Boolensis Conifer Pentoxylales Taeniopteris sp. Conifer 
Bennettitales Pentoxylales 
= Va 
Reinitsia Cladophlebis sp Pagiophyllum sp Pachypteris 
?variabilis Fern Conifer austropapillosa 
?Fern 
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FRESHWATER TURTLES 


Ian Smales, a senior biologist at the 
Healesville Sanctuary was the Club's guest 
Speaker (on 22 May 1998). Ian shared with 
Members his knowledge and experiences of 
Australian freshwater turtles. The majority 
of Ian's talk related to an outline of 
Australian species. Towards the end of his 
Slide-assisted address, Ian elaborated on the 
Eastern Long-neck Turtle (which is found 
locally) and conservation initiatives for the 
endangered Western Swamp Turtle. 


Turtles and tortoises are both in the reptilian 
Order of Testudines. Ian clarified the terms 
turtle and tortoise by explaining that, in 
Common usage, turtles refer to marine 
Testudines and tortoises are terrestrial 
Testudines. Terrapin is another loosely used 
term but strictly speaking refers to 
freshwater turtles of the genus Terrapene 
which is found in North America. 


Characteristics. Turtles are widely found in 
the oceans and on land throughout the 
World. The Testudines is a very old order (in 
€volutionary terms) of reptiles. Australia's 
freshwater species have a Gondwanaland 
ancestry and their closest living relatives are 
to be found in New Guinea and South 
erica. The marine turtles have flippers. 
Freshwater turtles possess webbed feet. 
€rrestrial species have clawed or clubbed 
€et. Many species have a flat shell, others a 
Tounded shell and the large terrestrial turtles 
ave a hemi-spherical shaped shell. 


All Testudines are air breathing vertebrates. 

€ bones of the shell are fused to the 
Vertebrae. The top of the shell is known as 
the carapace and the underneath is known as 
the plastron. The relative size and shape of 
the bony plates and scutes (of the carapace 
and plastron) are important features in 
Identifying species. Turtles can be classified 
‘nto two sub-orders according to the method 
they adopt to withdraw their heads under 
their shell. Most of the world's turtles are 
Crytodire, that is the head is withdrawn 
Under the shell by a vertical S-bend of the 


neck. The -other freshwater turtles are 
pleurodire, meaning their head and neck is 
folded under the front edge of the carapace 
by bending it horizontally. 


Australian Species. The first two slides of 
Australian turtles were short-neck turtles of 
the genus E/seya (from northern Australia). 
These are omnivorous turtles feeding on 
fruits, molluscs, crustaceans and fish. The 
Northern Snapping Turtle has a broad oval 
shell and the Saw-shelled Turtle has a similar 
shaped shell which in juveniles is usually 
serrated posteriorly. 


Other slides and commentary related to the 
short-neck turtles of the genus Emydura. 
The Murray or Macquarie Short-neck Turtle 
is distributed along the Murray-Darling 
River systems. The Cooper Creek Short- 
neck Turtle is found along the Cooper Creek 
and Diamatina River systems. The Painted 
Short-neck Turtle (although widely found in 
New Guinea) is known from only one 
locality in the far north of Cape York 
Peninsula. 


The next set of slides related to the long- 
neck turtles of the genus Chelodina. The 
Eastern Long-neck Turtle is found locally 
(and in much of eastern mainland Australia. 
This species is carnivorous and eats aquatic 
insects, crustaceans, frogs and fish. Often 
after summer rains, individuals will travel 
overland in search of other water bodies and 


will often colonise farm dams. The female 


digs a hole with her rear legs to lay the eggs. 
The hatchlings hatch underground but will 
often only emerge when rain has softened 
the nest plug. Eastern Long-neck Turtles 
hibernate in or out of water. Cloacal 
respiration has been shown to occur in the 
Fitzroy Turtle Rheodytes leukops which has 
a sophisticated mechanism for the purpose. 
(It may occur to a limited degree in other 
species). When wild specimens are handled 
the turtles are likely to emit a pungent smell. 
Ian stated the species may live to fifty years 
of age. 


The. Broad-shelled long-neck Turtle is 


rrr 
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Australia's largest long-neck turtle (with a 
carapace up to 48 centimetres). This species 
often submerges in muddy sediment or hides 
amongst aquatic vegetation. The Northern 
Long-neck Turtle and the New Guinea 
Long-neck Turtle are both found in northern 
Australia. When water bodies dry up, the 
Steindachner's from Western Australia, 
aestivates for extended periods. 


The Pig-nosed Turtle is the only species of 
the genus Carettochelys and is Australia's 
only freshwater crytodirous turtle. It is 
found in tropical freshwater bodies of 
northern Northern Territory. This species is 
easily recognised by its two-clawed flippers, 
pitted shell and fleshy proboscis. Its diet 
consists of fruit, aquatic vegetation and a 
variety of aquatic fauna and carrion. 


The Western Swamp Turtle is a monotopic 
species of the genus Pseudemydura and has 
a very limited distribution (in one or two 
swamps near Perth). The species is the most 
endangered of Australia's reptiles and action 
has been taken to conserve the species. Ian 
Smales commented on the work by Austrian 
biologist Gerald Kuchling to save and breed 
the species. Slides were shown of the fenced 
swamp and of Western Swamp Turtles 
carrying radio transmitters. These turtles 
have also been bred at the Perth zoo. 


The three species of freshwater turtle to be 
found in Victoria are the Eastern Long-neck 
Turtle Chelodina longicollis, the Broad- 
shelled Long-neck Turtle Chelodina 
expansa and the Murray River Short-neck 
Turtle Emydura macquarii. The Eastern 
Long-neck Turtle is found in local 
waterways and farm dams. The three species 
are protected in Victoria. 


Threats. Turtle eggs and juveniles are prone 
to predation. Ian Smales commented fox 
predation was a major threat to freshwater 
turtles. Dogs also threaten turtles. Native 
predators included goannas and Australian 
ravens which dug up turtle's nests to eat the 
eggs. Raptors and other birds threaten 
turtles especially juveniles. Some species 


were (and are) a food source for aboriginals. 
Of concern to Ian were populations of 
turtles which consisted of only mature 
individuals due to apparent over-predation 
on eggs and nestlings. 


Some freshwater turtles, particularly mature 
females of the Northern Snapping Turtle and 
the northern Short-neck Turtle develop 
macrocephaly. This results in the growth of 
large heads which can grow to such an 
extent to prevent the turtle withdrawing its 
head beneath its carapace. It occurs due to 
muscle development when the turtle feeds on 
snails and bivalves. 


During his address Ian stated several 
Australian species of freshwater turtles have 
only been described in recent years and have 
very limited distributions. No doubt Ian's 
address and willingness to share his 


freshwater turtle experiences, enhanced the 
knowledge of local naturalists of our hard- 
shelled reptilian friends. 


“Chelodina 
found in 


Eastern Long-neck Turtle 
longicollis This species is 
Gippsland. 


Photograph p.207 Cogger HG (1992) 
Reptiles and Amphibians of Australia 


Reed Books, Gi Ed.) Chatswood, NSW. 


Rob de Souza-Daw 
Ed. Jan Smales 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Club: Contact: Meeting: 
Latrobe Valley Secretary 7.30 pm on the fourth Friday of 
ENC Inc. Mrs W Savage each month at the Moe 
LVEFNC Inc. Community Health Centre, 
PO Box 1205 Fowler Street 
Morwell 3840 Moe Vic. 3825 
5634 2246 
Assistant Secretary 
Mr R Carey 
5628 5203 
Sale FNC Mrs Betty Jarvis 8 pm on the first Friday of each 
64 Powerscourt St month at Room 13, Continuing 
Mafira 3860 Education Centre, Raymond St. 
5147 2151 Sale Vic 3850 
Bairnsdale FNC Inc. Mrs Pat Tratt 8 pm on the third Friday of each 
P.O. Box 563 month at Noweyung, 84 Goold 
Bairnsdale 3875 Street, Bairnsdale 3875 
5156 2683 
Subscriptions: 
Due March 31st. Please forward to Hon. Treasurer Mr Bruce Adams 
(Cheques made payable to LVFNC Inc) 7 Lorikeet Place 
Traralgon 3844 


Naturalist: $15, Family: $29, Single Member: $21, Junior Member: $15 
Half fees apply for those joining after 31 August. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist is the official publication of the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist 
Club Inc. The Club subscription includes the "Naturalist". 


Brief contributions and short articles on any aspect of natural history are invited from 


members of all clubs. Articles, including those covering Club speakers and excursions, 
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with the author of the article. 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 


Meeting: Friday 28 August Brush-tailed Rock Wallabies — Jim Reside 

Excursion: Saturday 29 August New section Morwell NP. Meet 10am at carpark at end of 
’ Braniffs Road. 

Bird Group Excursion: Monday 7 September to Mathison Park, Churchill. Meet 


10am at Lake Hyland carpark in Mackeys Road, off 
Tramway Road. Contact: Elsie Coggan 5127 1857. 

Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following the club 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage 5634 2246. 


Meeting: Friday 25 September Travels in Search of Rare Plants — John Eichler 
Excursion: Saturday 26 September Mt Cannibal. Meet 10am at carpark in front of Bunyip 
Roadhouse on Princes Highway. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK 


Action days are the second Sunday of the month. Contact Jack Brooks for details. 
Phone 5623 1563. 


FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP 


Contact: Graeme Rowe 5662 2449 - home 
Next activities: Saturday 12 September - The Gurdies or Yallock Creek - Eastern Curlew. 
Saturday 10 October — The Gurdies or Yallock Creek — Eastern Curlew. 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 


PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Pres/Sec. 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Centre 5674 3738. 
Next activity: Sunday 6 September — Bald Hills Wetland Reserve. Phone Barry on 5664 3259. 


FRIENDS OF TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR CONSERVATION RESERVE 
Contacts: Gary Deane 5174 1591 (President). Steve Kurec 5173 1491 (Shire Liaison Officer) 


HEYFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE COMMITTEE 
Contacts: Ron Kerr 5148 2575 (President). Wendy Rhodes 5148 3058 (Secretary) 


PLEASE NOTE —- MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 
Subscriptions are now due for 1998/99 — details on inside back cover. 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 11 SEPTEMBER 
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On 24 June 1998 I attended a meeting of the 
Victorian Herpetology Society (in 
Melbourne) where I heard Robert Porter 
Speak on geckos. (Robert is the manager of 
the Australian Reptile House near Gosford, 
New South Wales). He is an Australian 
authority on geckos and he first showed and 
Spoke to slides of geckos found in New 
Zealand and Australia. The second part of 
address related to gecko husbandry. 


The Gekkonide is a large lizard family and is 
Tepresented throughout the world in the 
tropical, sub-tropical and temperate regions 
of the world. There are about 90 species in 
_ Australia and 9 are found in Victoria (but 
None in the Latrobe Valley). 


Geckos are characterised by their large often 
Colourful eyes (which are covered by a 
transparent spectacle) and five digits on each 
leg which have either distal pads or claws (or 
both). The padded geckos are arboreal while 
the clawed species are terrestrial. Their tails 
are variable in size and shape and most 
Species can easily automised (drop their tail) 
to escape predators. When this occurs, 
8eckos have the ability to regenerate a new 


tail. (The knob-tail geckos do not drop their 
tails). 


All Australian geckos are egg-laying but a 
few species overseas are live-bearing. 
Usually a clutch of two eggs are laid and one 
1S usually a male and the other a female. 
Males can be identified by two large bulges 
I the postanal region. 


Most geckos are nocturnal but a few are 


diurnal. Particularly in northern Australia, 
geckos often enter houses in search of 
insects which are attracted to house lights. 
Most geckos are carnivorous and their eyes 
are focused on movement. Insects are their 
main food but some large geckos will eat 
small geckos. 


The Leaf-tail geckos are mostly found in the 
tropics. Many of these geckos are well 
camouflage and when disturbed rely on their 
camouflage to avoid predators. Spiny-tail 
geckos are capable of squirting a smelly 
substance. Geckos have good hearing and 
many produce sounds. 


Geckos tend to be smiling creatures and for 
the dedicated gecko enthusiasts, an 
international gecko club exists. 


Robert Porter's address was very 
informative. His slides were outstanding and 
showed the diversity and colour of many of 
Australia's most attractive and appealing 
reptiles. 


Marbled Gecko Christinus marmoratus 
Probably the most widely distributed 

gecko in Victoria. 

Photograph p.208 

Cogger HG (1992) Reptiles & Amphibians 
of Australia, Reed Books, (5" Ed.) 
Chatswood, NSW. 


Rob de Souza-Daw 
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General Meetings & Excursions 


Friday 28 August: 
Wallabies — Jim Reside 


Brush-tailed Rock 


Saturday 29 August: Please note change — 
now Morwell NP new section. Meet 10am at 
carpark at end of Braniffs Road. 


Friday 25 September: Travels in search of 
rare plants — John Eichler 


Saturday 26 September: Mt Cannibal. Meet 
10am at carpark in front of Bunyip Service 
Station on Princes Hwy. 


Finance — Balance 

General A/c $1227.57. Cash Management 
Trust $9164.63 (Investment $2016.80 and 
Conservation $7147.83) 


Business Arising, 
General Business 


Correspondence & 


Friends of Edward Hunter Reserve meeting 
details to be removed from Naturalist as they 
will now be having informal walks in the 
reserve, advertised in the local press. 


Zoological Record (UK) — request for 
regular complimentary Naturalist so it could 
be included in their available material not to 
be taken up, as too expensive and not 
thought very appropriate. 


Ecogen — request from Graham Dowers to 
prepare planting plan for area surveyed to be 
refused, as we do not have the expertise in 


that area; suggest they contact DNR&E or 
use a consultant. 


Cranbourne Bus Trip October 25 — tentative 
booking with Tripalong Tours for 22 seater 
bus, for $440. 


Wilsons Promontory Spring Camp 9-11 
October — cost $35 in 24 bed lodge for 2 
nights. 


LV Nature Reserves Brochure — Parks 
Victoria have brochures which are similar, 
but not as detailed. Subcommittee will meet 
August 6 at L Long’s to prepare submission 
for Parks Vic 98-99 Community Grants 
Program, due September. 


VFNCA meeting report - LVFNC probably 
won’t be needed for Spring campout in 
Bunyip SP. Insurance for member clubs not 
an option, but will investigate annual 
insurance for both campouts. Bruce Adams 
will audit VFNCA books. 


Contacted by K Devenish and J Constable 
who are concerned about logging in South 
Gippsland, especially near Gunyah Gunyah 
Forest Reserve. They submitted a proposal 
to the RFA for a State or National Park for a 
large area including Tarra-Bulga and Gunyah 
Gunyah. We agreed with the proposal. 


Program Planning meeting Wednesday 
September 16 at 6pm for tea, 7.30 start at 
Elsie Coggan’s. 


Friends of Baw Baw will be involved with 
the Threatened Species Network on a survey 
of Brush-tailed Phascogales released in 
Moondarra SP a couple of years ago — 
September 12 & 13. 


el 
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Conservation Matters 


Mathison Park excursion to advise planting 
attended by 10 members. Phil will report 
back; we were concerned about horse riders 
on new track. 


Carrajung Conservation Reserve meeting — 
walked around perimeter to develop 
proposal for access and tracks, for funding 
application. 


Botany group to consider doing plant survey 
on land adjoining Darlimurla owned by the 
Mayfields who attended our fungi excursion. 


GUEST SPEAKER FOR SEPTEMBER — 


John Eichler — Travels in Search of Rare 
Plants. 

John is a botanist with the field Naturalists 
Club of Victoria who has been leader of their 
Botany Group. He has a particular interest in 
finding and photographing rare plants in 
Victoria. His slides have been used in the 
Técent publication Flora of Victoria. John’s 
talk and slides will show many Victorian rare 
Plants, with a particular emphasis on the 
Gippsland region. 


Life Story of a Red-necked Stint. Resident 
of Jack Smith Lake, this little fellow, the 
Smallest wader in Australia, has a weight of 
29g and could be held very easily in the palm 
Of your hand. With a small eye and beak, it 
feeds along the margin of the water, pecking 
like a sewing machine. It is one of 12,000 in 
Comer Inlet (Woodside to Barry Beach) 
Which feed for 16 hours per day (8 feed 4 
TOost, 8 feed, 4 roost). As it puts on weight 


(38g, even up to 52g) it moults ready for the 
great migration, going into breeding 
plumage — from grey and white to chestnut 
splashes. — 


When it reaches take-off weight, 50-45g, it 
flies in formation non-stop 2-3,000km to the 
Gulf of Carpentaria. Feeding up again, then 
to Vietnam, China, Japan, up the coast to 
Korea and then inland to the Arctic. 


Upon arrival, June 5-10", it pairs and mates, 
so that by day 5, June 15", 4 eggs are laid in 
a nest of moss and lichen and incubation 
begins. It fattens up on insects and berries, 
one of the pair immediately beginning the 
return migration when weight is right. As 
soon as the chicks hatch, 21 days later, it 
begins the return journey, a total 25,000km 
round trip. 


The chicks are born with eyes open, beaks 
ready, downy. They feed themselves, ready 
to begin the migration in 3 weeks. Pressure 
to return quickly is less, so the chicks take 
their time, learning to feed efficiently en 
route. When they reach Jack Smith Lake, 
they will remain until they are 2 years-old 
and sexually mature, before the breeding 
moult and migration. 


Meanwhile one stint, banded originally in 


~ 1980, is 16+ years old. Its flight record on 


migration alone (that is, not considering 
feeding flight) is 400,000km, further than 
from here to the moon. 


One re-trap at Pt Headland saltworks this 
year had been banded originally in 
Hokkaido, Japan, in August 1985. 


Eee 
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Corner Inlet. Corner Inlet is the fourth 
most important waderbird site after the Gulf 
of Carpentaria, Roebuck Bay/Broome and 
80 Mile Beach, WA. Its extensive exposed 
mudflats and fringing sandy roosts are ideal; 
5000+ birds congregate in mixed flocks at 
high tide. It is the largest monitored site in 
Australia (winter and summer counts), with 
38,000+ waders in summer. 15,000 birds 
roost on Box Bank alone. Numbers are not 
declining, although there is a 3-year cycle 
due to lemming numbers in the Arctic. 


RAMSAR convention deems a site of 
international significance if: 
e it accommodates 1% of the 
world’s population; 
e has >10,000 birds occurring at 
this site. 


Waders. A wader inhabits shorelines, inland 
lakes (avocets, stilts) and wet areas (Spur- 
wing Plover). It generally has long legs and 
bill, but some such as plovers have short legs 
and bill. The plovers have large eyes as they 
feed by sight, rather than probing or sifting. 
Food consists of invertebrates such as 
marine worms, crustaceans, shellfish, 
shrimps — 70% of its life is spent feeding. 
Life is dominated by the tides — 2 x 12 hour 
cycles: 8 hours feeding, 4 hours roost. 


The birds are mainly grey and white to blend 
with the mudflats, but adopt chestnut, gold, 
russet breeding plumage March-August for 
the northern hemisphere tundra, moulting 
March and September. Some though, are 
resident, Pied and Sooty Oystercatchers, 
Hooded Plovers, while Double-banded 
Plover are trans-Tasman travellers. 


Of the 240 species of waders in the world, 
71 or one-third are found in Australia: 16 
resident and endemic, 30 migrants and 25 
occasional migrants (including the Long- 
billed Dowitcher). They are here because of 
the diverse habitats offered and because 
Australia is the only southern land mass in 
the flyway. In fact 10% of Australia’s birds 
are waders. 


It is interesting to note that ibis, spoonbills, 
egrets and herons are not classified as 
waders but as waterbirds because they feed 
on vertebrates such as fish and frogs. 


Most waders have a life expectancy of 2-3 
years, although some live to 16+ and Clive 
Minton has records of one bird 34 years-old. 
20-25% of adult birds die each year. 
Anderson’s Inlet’s population, though, has 
30-40% of young birds as it is a nursery for 
stints and curlew sandpipers, perhaps forced 
through population pressure. 


International Migration: There are two 
types for Corner Inlet: 


a) trans-Tasman flight of Double- 
banded Plovers; 

b) Arctic migration in flocks of from 
5-10 to 5,000. 


They fly at 70km/hr, making non-stop flights 
of 3 days and nights covering huge distances 
(3,500-5,500km). Hong Kong recorded 92 
sightings of orange and yellow leg flagged 
birds in March-May in 1994. 


The Flyway is the zone through which the 
birds fly, from Australia to the Arctic, so it 
covers China, Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, 
Vietnam, Indonesia,’ Mongolia, Siberia, 4 
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distance of between 13,000-14,000km. At 
the recent Brisbane wader conference 
Australia proposed a network of shorebird 
Teserves in the Flyway, each country 
nominating two. Australia and Siberia are 
not under threat, but the stop-overs are, 
from drainage, reclamation, industrialisation 
and hunting. 


Terri Allen, July 1996 


On 26 June 1998 Graeme Gillispie, a 
biologist with the Department of Natural 
Resources and Environment was the Club's 
Suest speaker. During the last five years 
Graeme has researched the biology of one of 
Victoria's endangered frogs - The Spotted 
Tree Frog. 


Litoria spenceri is a riverine frog, inhabiting 
the mountain streams of north-east Victoria 
(and south-east New South Wales). The frog 
Sun-baths on rocks and lives adjacent to 
Tocky streams. The species has highly 
Variable coloration and is often not spotted. 


Prior to the commencement of the survey (in 
the 1993/1994 season), the Spotted Tree 
Frog was only known from three streams. It 
1S now known from 13 highland streams in 
Victoria and New South Wales. 


To Study the biology of the Spotted Tree 
Frog, Graeme established two study sites, 
One on Bogong Creek in the Kosciusko 
Ranges and the other on Taponga Creek 
Near Eilden. At these two sites the frogs 
Were found, observed, measured and radio- 


tracked. A small harness secured the radio 
transmitter to the frog. It was found both 
juveniles and adults are very sedentary and 
remain near the stream side. Another 
technique used was skeleto-chronological 
examination which involved toe-clipping the 
frogs to obtain a cross-section of bone. Age 
of the frog can be determined from growth 
rings on the bone. The age composition of 
the frog population can then be established. 


The Spotted Tree Frog breeds in 
October/November. The males produce a 
two tone call from riparian vegetation. Eggs 
are laid under rocks in slow flowing water in 
streams. The egg-mass is firmly secured 
underwater on rocks. The tadpoles live in 
shallow slow flowing water feeding on 
detritus and algae. Around February the 
tadpoles, having developed legs, leave the 
water. 


Males may take from 2-4 years to reach 
sexual maturity while females may take from 
5-6 years. Populations living in cold, high 
altitude sites mature later and live longer. 


In recent years Litoria spenceri has suffered 
a reduction in its distribution and abundance. 
During the survey it became apparent the 
decline in the species was attributed to the 
tadpole stage. Litoria spenceri tadpoles are 
not palatable to native fish but are eaten by 
introduced trout. Graeme conducted 
experiments which showed that trout were 
eating and dramatically reducing the number 
of tadpoles. 


As a result of this research, a National 
Recovery Plan has been prepared by the 
Department of Natural Resources and 
Environment. Through this plan, steps have 
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been taken to reduce disturbances to 
mountain streams from roads and forestry 
activities. Exclusion of trout from small 


As a result of Graeme's work, much is now 
known about the biology of Litoria spenceri. 
Unfortunately the immediate future of the 


streams to protect some populations of 


species is very uncertain. 
Spotted Tree Frog will be attempted. ; Phe Be 


Survey work in 1996/1997 and 1997/1998 
revealed a dramatic reduction in the 
populations of the already endangered frog. 
Microscopic examination of dead frogs 
(found in the wild) revealed they had been 
attacked by a water-borne fungus which 
attacks the frogs' skin. Graeme stated there 
was not sufficient evidence at this stage for 
the decline of this species (and others) to be 
attributed to a lethal fungus. He stated the 
fungus had been found by researchers (at the 
Animal Health Laboratory in Geelong) in six 
species of frogs. 


Spotted Tree Frog Litoria Spenceri 
Photograph Peter Robertson in p.37 

Hero J-M, Littlejohn M & Marantelli G 
(1991) Frogwatch Field Guide to 
Victorian Frogs, Dep't of Conservation & 
Environment, East Melbourne 


Graeme provided an informative and 
interesting address. Throughout his talk he 
showed slides of the frog, its habitat and 
data collected from his field studies. 


Rob de Souza-Daw 
Ed. Graeme Gillispie 


EXCURSION RULES 
Perhaps it is timely to reiterate the rules of the club when travelling in convoy. 


It is absolutely necessary to keep the car behind you in sight, especially when turning corners or levi | 
parking areas. Although it can be difficult to watch the car ahead go out of sight while you wait fo! ef | 
car behind, the car ahead should be equally courteous and stop when you are no longer in sight and pe | 
the car ahead of that, etc. until finally the whole excursion is stopped and the problem, if any, can th 
solved. If we do not do this and someone has car trouble or an accident, then there could be se? 


ol | 

d| 
trouble. So please refrain from catching the car ahead and watch the car behind. The car ahead shove] 
be waiting for you further ahead. 
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Club: Contact: Meeting: 

Latrobe Valley Secretary 730 pm on the fourth Friday of 
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Latrobe Valley Naturalist is the official publication of the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist 
Club Inc. The Club subscription includes the "Naturalist". 


Brief contributions and short articles on any aspect of natural history are invited from 
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PO Box 719 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 


Meeting: Friday 25 September Travels in Search of Rare Plants — John Eichler 

Excursion: Saturday 26 September | Mt Cannibal. Meet 10am at carpark in front of Bunyip 
Roadhouse on Princes Highway. 

Bird Group Excursion: Monday 5 October to Caringal or Moondarra area. Meet 


10am at Tyers River bridge on Moe-Erica Road. Contact: 
Elsie Coggan 5127 1857. 


Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following the club 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage 5634 2246. 


SPRING CAMP - WILSONS PROMONTORY - OCTOBER 9-11 


Meeting: Friday 23 October Propagating and Growing Native Plants — David Grant 
Excursion: SUNDAY 25 October Bus trip to Cranbourne Annex of Botanic Gardens. 8.30 
start from Morwell. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK 


Action days are the second Sunday of the month Contact Jack Brooks for details. 
Phone 5623 1563. 


FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP 


Contact: Graeme Rowe 5662 2449 - home 
Next activity: Saturday 10 October — The Gurdies or Yallock Creek — Eastern Curlew. 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 


PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Pres/Sec. 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Centre 5674 3738. 
Next activity: Sunday 4 October — Wonthaggi Heathlands. Eulalie Brewster 5674 3012. 


FRIENDS OF TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR CONSERVATION RESERVE 
Contacts: Gary Deane 5174 1591 (President). Steve Kurec 5173 1491 (Shire Liaison Officer) 


HEYFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE COMMITTEE 
Contacts: Ron Kerr 5148 2575 (President). Wendy Rhodes 5148 3058 (Secretary) 


PLEASE NOTE — MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 
Subscriptions are now due for 1998/99 — details on inside back cover. 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 9 OCTOBER 
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BRUSH-TAILED ROCK- 


Jim Reside, a biologist from Wildlife 
Unlimited was the Club's guest speaker at 
the August meeting. The slide assisted 
address was centred around Jim's field 
Studies and management of the Brush-tailed 
Rock-wallaby Petrogale penicillata. The 
Scientific name means _ ‘brush-tailed' 
(penicillata) 'rock-weasel' petrogale) and the 
Species was first described by Gray in 1825. 


The guest speaker stated the Brush-tailed 
Rock-wallaby once had a wide distribution 
but its distribution and abundance has 
dramatically declined. Their distribution 
Tange covers both wet and dry sclerophyill 
forests with a grassy understorey or nearby 
Stassed areas. Today Brush-tailed Rock- 
wallabies are most likely to be sighted in 
North-east New South Wales and south-east 
Queensland. In New South Wales the 
Species has disappeared from west of the 
Great Dividing Range. In Victoria six 
Colonies remain in East Gippsland near the 
Snowy River at Farm Creek, Little Creek, 
Rocky Plains Creek, Gelantipy Creek, 
Mount William and Currie Creek. These 
Colonies are small and scattered and the total 
Population in East Gippsland is less than fifty 
Individuals. The only other known colony in 
Victoria is around Red Rock in the 
Grampians. Brush-tailed Rock-Wallabies are 
Now Victoria's rarest mammal. 
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Distribution 
wallaby 
Map p383 Strahan, R (Ed) (1995) 
The Mammals of Australia Rev. Ed. 
Reed Books, Chatswood, NSW 


of Brush-tailed Rock- 


In the late-1800's and early 1900's the 
Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby was extensively 
hunted for its pelt which was exported 
mainly to Europe and the United States. 
Hunting was so extensive in Victoria that in 
1906 the species was believed to be extinct 
in the State. The species was the second 
most hunted Australian macropod. A colony 
of Brush-tailed Rock-wallabies was re- 
discovered in East Gippsland in 1937 and 
other sites were found in the next 25 years. 
In 1986 field research revealed five 
remaining sites for Brush-tailed Rock- 
wallabies in Victoria. Jim stated his work 
with Brush-tailed Rock-wallabies 
commenced in 1995. 


Slides were shown of Brush-tailed Rock- 
wallaby habitat. The species is found in 
rocky terrain preferably with north facing 
rocky outcrops and ledges. The ledges are 
often linear with exposed rock for basking 
and crevices for shelter. Connecting ledges 
with multiple escape routes and ample 
vegetation are preferred. 


Brush-tailed Rock-wallabies live in semi- 
isolation. When resting the rock-wallabies 
prefer to rest under vegetation or over- 
hanging rock. During the day the rock- 
wallabies rest in rock clefts. After basking on 
rocks, the rock-wallabies retreat to these 
shelters. When frightened, rock-wallabies 
jump away and take refuge behind the 
closest rock. Brush-tailed Rock-wallabies 
are well adapted to life in rocky terrain. 
They are very agile creatures and are able to 
climb near vertical rock cliffs. These rock- 
wallabies feed on a variety of native 
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vegetation. Kangaroo grass and wallaby 
grass are commonly eaten. 


Brush-tailed Rock-wallabies are rarely seen 
in the wild because of their cryptic nature 
and their isolated and rugged habitats. Often 
field work is largely dependant upon the 
finding of their distinctive dark coloured 
scats. Their scats are fat with a tail. Scat 
findings enable localised distribution maps to 
be prepared. 


Brush-tailed Rock-wallabies are squat in 
appearance with a long dark brush-tail. The 
fur is mainly brown but around the belly and 
chest the fur is pale or white. The species 
has black fur around its nose, ears and feet. 
The fur is reddish around the rump. Their 
deeply granulated feet are thickly padded 
and their toe-nails do not extend past their 
pads. The species has a life span of 15 years. 


Adult males weigh up to 8 kilograms while 
females weigh up to 5-6 kilograms. Females 
generally have one young each year. 
Gestation is for 30 days followed by a pouch 
life of 7 months. The young joeys become 
mobile at an early age. Unlike most 
macropods, the young joeys are left at the 
crevice rock site while their mothers leave to 
eat. At this time the young joeys are easy 


prey. 


Wedge-tailed Eagles are natural predators of 
Brush-tailed Rock-wallabies. Foxes, wild 
dogs and feral cats are introduced predators. 
Wild goats force Brush-tailed Rock- 
wallabies from their natural habitat. In the 
last 20 years human disturbance by rock 
climbers is of increasing concern. 


Nationally the Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby is 
classified as vulnerable. In October 1995 a 
Management Plan was initiated for the 
species. The Management Plan entails field 
surveys, population monitoring, predator 


control and a captive breeding program. Jim 
Reside is actively involved in the Brush- 
tailed Rock-wallaby Recovery Program. Jim 
stated the species is currently living on the 
edge of existence and in the long term the 
remaining colonies in the wild may not be 
genetically viable. 


Predator control is being attempted by 
burying 1080 baits at bait stations to reduce 
the fox and wild dog (and possibly cat) 
populations within the rock-wallabies 
habitat. 


The captive breeding program was 
established with the long-term goal of 
releasing individuals into the wild. Brush- 
tailed Rock-wallabies were removed from 
non-viable populations. They were trapped 
in folding aluminium traps which had soft 
surrounds and a bag at the rear. When 
caught the rock-wallabies were placed in a 
hessian sack when being transported from 
the cliffs to the holding institution. 


Brush-tailed Rock-wallabies were 
successfully introduced into Hawaii and New 
Zealand. They were introduced into New 
Zealand in the 1870's. On some islands the 
rock-wallabies have become pest animals 
and their numbers culled. In recent years 
some have been caught and returned to 
Australia to participate in the captive 
breeding program. The program involves the 
Healesville Sanctuary, Tidbinbilla Reserve, 
Monash University and now the Adelaide 
Zoo. 


As part of the captive breeding program, 
cross-breeding has been utilised. This 
technique involves taking the young from 
one species and placed with another species 
for adoption. Joey Brush-tailed Rock- 
wallabies have been successfully brought up 
by female Tammar Wallabies. The juvenile 
rock-wallabies have. behaved like theif 
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species (and not like their adopted species). 
Jim hopes in five years, cross-fostered 
Brush-tailed Rock-wallabies will be released 
into the wild. 


Jim Reside showed slides of Brush-tailed 
Rock-wallabies, their habitats and of his field 
work. Several other East Gippsland animals 
featured in the slide talk. I am sure Club 
members appreciated Jim's address and hope 
the Brush-tailed Rock-wallabies in Victoria 
have a positive future. 


Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby 
Photo p385 Strachan, R (Ed) 
The Mammals of Australia (Rev Ed) 
Reed Books, Chatwood NSW 


Rob de Souza-Daw 
Ed. Jim Reside 


On 25 July the club visited a terrific flora 
Teserve a few kilometres down the Callignee 
South Road from the Traralgon Creek Road. 
The area near the carpark was particularly 
Interesting with a very diverse range of 

Owering plants in the understorey, under a 
fairly open canopy dominated by Yerchuk 
Eucalyptus considenianna. The major factor 
determining the plant types was probably the 
Stanitic sand which would favour plants 
Which could cope with the low fertility. For 


example there were a couple of Banksias — 
Sawtooth B. serrata and Silver B. marginata 
and the Golden Grevillea G. chrysophaea. 
There was also an especially attractive 
Correa reflexa with bright red colour and 
particularly large flowers. There were at 
least five wattles including Sweet Wattle 
Acacia suaveolens with deciduous red caps 
on the buds and Juniper Wattle A. ulicifolia 
with the round flower buds pushed fairly 
well clear of the spiky phylodes, by long 
peduncles. Spike Wattle A. oxycedrus gave 
David good reason to remember it. The 
Sunshine Wattle A. terminalis and the 
Narrow-leaf Wattle A. mucronata were also 
found here and there but it was outside their 
flowering season. 


A couple of other little plants worthy of note 
were the Pink Beard-heath showing well the 
strongly pink buds that give it its name, and 
Common Hovea H. heterophylla with 
mauve pea flower spikes quite low to the 
ground. 


A few birds were seen or heard — a couple of 
Striated Thornbills in a banksia, the whistling 
of a Golden Whistler out of view, and a 
couple of Honeyeaters in the treetops — 
White-eared and Crescent. 


Those who contributed to the success of the 
day included Phil Rayment who organized it, 
Bon and Ollie Thompson identifying the 
great variety of flora, and Gill Bremner who 
provided a comfortable venue for lunch. 


Ron Carey 


$2,000,000 has been allocated over the next 
two years to update the Natmap 1:100,000 
Series, now very much out-of-date 
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General Meetings & Excursions 


Friday 25 September: Travels in Search of 
Rare Plants — John Eichler 


Saturday 26 September: Mt Cannibal. Meet 
10am at carpark in front of Bunyip 
Roadhouse on Princes Hwy. 


Friday 23 October: Propagating and 
Growing Native Plants — David Grant. 


SUNDAY 25 October: Bus trip to 
Cranbourne Annex of Botanic Gardens. Pick 
up 8.30 from Morwell, opposite Post Office; 
8.45 Moe outside Hotel opposite Station; 
9am Trafalgar at former Shire Offices; 9.15 
Warragul, Queen St. 


Finance — Balance 

General A/c $817.62. Cash Management 
Trust $9257.43 (Investment $2109.60 and 
Conservation $7147.83) 


Business Arising, 
General Business 


Correspondence & 


John and Val Larson are leaving district; will 
need replacement reps on 3 committees — 
Hazelwood, Maryvale EES and Aust. Paper. 
Also need someone to prepare mailing labels 
for magazine in 1999. 


Roadside Assessment assistance request 
from Baw Baw Shire; Ron Carey interested. 
Some members already helping through 
Landcare Groups. 


Wilsons Prom Spring Camp Friday 9 to 
Sunday 11 October. Cost $35 in 24 bed 
lodge for 2 nights.13 on list; need to pay 
balance of $690 by 9 September; contact 


possible interested members, before offering 
places to FNCV and non-members. 


LV Nature Reserves Brochure. 
Subcommittee met 6 August to prepare 
submission for Parks Vic 98-99 Community 
Grants Program, due September 5. May be 
able to be funded through the CMA, and will 
write and provide sample brochure and 
funding information to Ken Ashton. 


Program Planning Meeting 16 September at 
Elsie Coggan’s. 


Friends of Baw Baw will be involved with 
the Threatened Species Network on a survey 
of Brush-tailed Phascogales released in 
Moondarra SP 10 years ago, on 12 and 13 
September. Would like assistance to prepare 
hair tubes on Saturday 12”. 


Jane Purbrick moving to Melbourne, so will 
resign as Vice President. 


Latrobe Shire Roadside Assessment and Fire 
Prevention Plan meeting — Bon will attend. 


Max James, Flora & Fauna Officer with 
NRE has resigned. Gail Gatt and Sue Taylor 
will take on his duties until a replacement is 
appointed. 


Club has received some photos of members 
at excursions. Bon will start a folder, and 
name the photos. 


Conservation Matters 


Mathison Park meeting 19 August. Phil 
reported re proposed scheme for park 
development produced by Shire consultant. 
Phil has submitted comments on_ this 
proposal to the Mathison Park Development 
Committee. Rob deSouza-Daw is compiling 
views into a draft submission to go to the 
Shire. 
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GUEST SPEAKER FOR OCTOBER 


David Grant — Propagating and Growing 
Native Plants. 

David Grant has a Native Plant Nursery at 
Tyers and specializes in propagating and 
growing native plants. He is a founding 
member of the Latrobe Valley group of the 
Society for Growing Australian Plants 
(SGAP) and is presently studying towards a 
degree of Applied Science in Horticulture at 
Melbourne University Burnley campus. 
David propagates the largest range of native 
plants in Central Gippsland and his nursery 
features an extensive display garden. 


10" Anniversary — featuring Fred Rossignoli 
of Australian Nature Live handling Victorian 
Snakes and lizards. 


Saturday 14 November 11am — 5pm 
Sunday 15 November 10am — 5pm 
Koonwarra Saleyards Rotunda, South 
Gippsland Hwy 


Wildflowers, Plant Sales, Environmental 
Displays 


Adults $2, Children free. - 
Enquiries 5664 3259. 


The Rotamah Island Bird Observatory 
Program of weekend activities for 1998/99 is 
Now available. For information contact Peter 
Mitchell and Barbara Moss, Rotamah Island 
Bird Observatory, PO Box 75, Paynesville 
3880. Phone/fax 5156 6398. 


\ 
\ 


Excursion to Koonwarra to see the Fossil 
Beds 24.6.64 


This is a dip into history in the days when 
the world was wide and we were all young. 
Well, younger, that is! An excursion was 
arraanged to Koonwarra to view the recently 
discovered fossil beds there. The leaders 
were two couples from the Leongatha side, 
the Lyndons and the Brewsters. It was, I 
think, our first effort at leadership and we 
took our duties seriously and spared no 
effort to make it an interesting day. Firstly, 
those poor souls coming all the way from the 
Valley on a freezing June morning would 
need a hot drink and a toilet stop when they 
arrived at Meeniyan. To this end we hired 
the kitchen of the recreation Hall at the 
football ground and had plenty of boiling 
water and tea ready plus, if I remember 
rightly, a nice fire. We had set up a natural 
history display including some fossils and 
colourful fungi to entertain our guests while 
they enjoyed their morning tea. Not a bad 
effort when I think of it for both couples 
were dairy farmers, the Brewsters had a 
young family and the cows were beginning 
to come in! 


Tea over we led them, all fifty-one of them, 
counting children, along the Tarwin flats to 
see an outcrop of columnar basalt, by 
courtesy of a local landholder. Then off to 
the fossil site at Koonwarra where roadside 
digs were open to all comers. The site was 
already much abused by amateur 
anthropologists and many fine examples of 
fossil fish had been ruined by their haste and 
inexperience. After some instruction and 
demonstration our party went in for their 
share armed with anything from a nailfile to 
a screwdriver. There was great excitement, 
says Florence Kinniburgh, who wrote up the 
excursion, when the first perfect fossils were 
successfully split from the rock. An added 
bonus here was a colony of basket fungus 
discovered in the long grass of the roadside. 


Later in the day the party visited a fern gully 
in the local reserve where more fungi and 
some orchids were recorded. Finally all 
detoured to look at the sandpits a little 
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further out before the farewell speeches 
were made. It was certainly a busy day for 
all those hardy LV Naturalists. 


Ellen Lyndon 
FOOD CHAIN 


One day a fly was joyfully passing over a 
lake, 

Not realising his life would soon be at stake. 
The fly had just fed on a crocodile’s carcass 
for dinner, 

And thought he was a triumphant winner. 
The fly having not one care, 

Accidentally flew into a spider’s snare. 

While trying to escape the trap, 

The fly was eaten in a snap..... 


By an orb web spider. 

The spider quickly crawled up a tree, 

So the view of the lake would be easier to 
see. 

Suddenly a tree frog launched itself up onto 
the tree, 

And consumed the poor spider, who had no 
time to flee. 


Then sat the little green frog, 

On a little stream on an old mossy log. 
Then quick as a blink, 

The frog was eaten by a skink. 


Now the skink was in a happy mood, 

Before he was hungry, and now he’s eaten 
some food. 

Suddenly without a word, 

The skink was eaten by a bird. 


The bird flapped his wings and started to 
fly, 

Not realising he was about to die. 

Suddenly with no mistake, 

The bird was eaten by a snake. 


Then the snake who was now very fat, 

Went to the ground and just sat. 

Then a large animal with stripes orange and 
black, 

Charged towards the snake and made his 


attack. 


It was a hungry tiger who just wanted a 
meal, 

And it certainly got a really good deal. 

Then the mighty tiger had a drink by a lake, 
Not realising his life was at stake. 

“T’m the King of the jungle,” the tiger said 
with a smile, 

And then was attacked by a crocodile. 

The tiger put up a good fight, 

But the crocodile had a more powerful bite. 


Then the crocodile ate the tiger fast, 

And the crocodile realised he was last. 
No animal could eat him, he was the best, 
So he just decided to sit and rest. 


After many years passed, 

The crocodile was no longer fast. 
He became old and frail, 

And was as slow as a snail. 


Finally the crocodile was out of breath, 

And old age brought him to his death. 

Now you’d think the food chain would stop 
then, 

But instead it just starts all over again! 

For when a crocodile dies, 

He gets eaten by lots of flies. 


John de Souza-Daw ; 
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Meeting: Friday 23 October Propagating and Growing Native Plants — David Grant 

Excursion: Sunday 25 October Bus trip to Cranbourne Annex of Botanic Gardens. See 
Business Meeting report (Page 5) for departure points and 
times. 

Bird Group Excursion: Monday 2 November to Moondarra. Meet 10am at 

; carpark. Contact: Elsie Coggan 5127 1857. 

Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following the club 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage 5634 2246. 

Meeting: Friday 27 November Aquatic Invertebrates — Terry Walker 


Excursion: Saturday 28 November Bald Hills and Tarwin Lower. Meet 10.30am Tarwin 
Lower carpark near hotel beside river. 


ERIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK Contact: Jack Brooks 5623 1563 
FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton 5625 1293 


Next activity: Saturday 21 November — Blackberry removal - meet 9am NRE Parkers Corner; 
Family BBQ and night walk — 6pm Parkers Corer. 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP Contact: Graeme Rowe 5662 2449 


Next activities: Sunday 22 November — Sandy Point — Sanderling. Sat 28 to Sun 29 November — 
Inverloch — Small Waders and Eastern Curlew. 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 


PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Pres/Sec. 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Centre 5674 3738. 
Next activity: Sunday 1 November — Outtrim & Kongwak Reserves. Details - phone 5659 7245. 


FRIENDS OF TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR CONSERVATION RESERVE 
Contacts: Gary Deane 5174 1591 (President). Steve Kurec 5173 1491 (Shire Liaison Officer) 


HEYFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE COMMITTEE 
Contacts: Ron Kerr 5148 2575 (President). Wendy Rhodes 5148 3058 (Secretary) 


PLEASE NOTE — MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 
Subscriptions are now due for 1998/99 — details on inside back cover. 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 13 NOVEMBER 
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MATHISON PARK, CHURCHILL 


Much has been happening recently in 
relation to the development of Mathison 
Park in Churchill, so it is timely to report for 
readers of the Naturalist. 


Opening of recreational pathway. A 
Walking/cycling recreational pathway 
through the park has been constructed as 
part of the development of the Eel Hole 
Creek Precinct. The path starts on Mackey’s 
Road, follows the western side of Lake 
Hyland and continues along the creek to the 
Kurnai College site. The path actually 
extends beyond Mathison Park as far as 
Glendonald Estate. 


Construction works were funded as a 
Victorian Government ‘Pride of Place’ 
Project, with the Precinct being officially 
Opened by Mr Peter Hall MLC on 5 July. 


The Mathison Park section of the path 
€atures an attractive timber bridge over the 
Creek near the old Homestead site and 
Smaller bridges and boardwalks over gullies 
and marshy areas. New fencing has created 
an uninterrupted corridor along the western 
Shoreline of the lake. This will facilitate tree 
Planting and other landscape works, a high 
Priority of the Development Committee. The 
Path is attractively contoured and winds 
ently through the revegetated areas to the 
North-west of the Kurnai campus. The 
aTrobe Shire is to be commended on_ its 
Management of the project. 


Club excursion on 4 July. The club visited 
the park the day before the oopening, with 
Sur afternoon excursion commencing at 
Mackey’s Road, following the new path to 

urmai and then walking up to Monash Way 
and down the homestead track through the 
farly exotic species plantings back to Lake 
Hyland. 


The small gully spanned by the first 
boardwalk has excellent potential for 
8towing ferns, ornamental sedges and a 
Vatiety of water-tolerant plants once shelter 
and shade are provided by suitable eucalypts. 


The wetland areas near the homestead and 
adjoining dam should be a development 
priority for plantings. Nest boxes could be 
placed in dead trees near the bridge. 
Members noted the potential for the 
plantings of Kangaroo grass in open areas, 
which would attract such birds as rosellas 
and parrots. Ollie Thompson suggested the 
construction of some low barrages along the 
creek south of the lake, to extend the 
wetland areas and allow the planting of such 
species as red gums. 


There was a range of views concerning the 
extant exotic species, with a consensus being 
that self-seeding or suckering plants should 
be removed and that plants around and 
above the homestead site might be retained, 
supplemented by complementary natives. 


Edison Mission Tree Planting Project. 
Edison Mission Energy, owner of Loy Yang 
B power station, has agreed to support an 
extensive tree-planting program in Churchill. 
It is envisaged that some 60,000 trees will be 
planted in Mathison Park, along Bennett 
Creek and along other corridors around the 
town. The Morwell-Churchill Corridor 
Landcare Group will also participate in this 
project, to be supervised by the LaTrobe 
Shire. Mr Rob Whelan has briefed the 
Mathison Park Development Committee on 
the planning in progress. 


Updating of Development Plan. The 
Committee has embarked on a process of 
updating its development plan, to reflect the 
initiatives described above. The committee, 
established in 1991, is convened by Mr Tom 
Lawless and includes representatives of 
DNRE, Monash University, Kurnai College, 
Friends of Morwell National Park, some 
local service clubs and of course our own 
club. 


The current draft plan emphasises five 

fundamental principles: 

(1) the development of Mathison Park 
aims to support a diversity of flora 
and fauna; 

(ii) a long-term staged development is 
envisaged in line with the extent of 
funding and community involvement; 
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(iii) the plantings of trees, shrubs, ground 
covers and ferns are to be drawn 
from species naturally occurring in 
Gippsland; 

(iv) | development shall respect previous 
community efforts; 

(v) | development shall have regard to 
terrain, existing fauna, 
appropriateness of plant species and 
sites of historical significance. 


Club member Rob deSouza-Daw has 
recently joined the committee, and is making 
a good contribution to the preparation of the 
plan. 


How can members contribute? I can be 
contacted for details of regular working bees 
to prepare beds and undertake planting and 
maintenance. Contributions of collected 
seeds of appropriate regional plant species 
would be warmly welcomed too, for potting 
out by keen project members David Egan 
and Terry Keys. Hopefully our Botany and 
Bird Groups will maintain an interest in this 
attractive reserve as it develops further. 


Philip Rayment 


EXCURSION TO THE NEW SECTION 
MORWELL N P 29.8.98 © —= 
One of the most interesting activities to a 
newcomer to Field Naturalists is to be 
shown what can be achieved by a group of 
individuals in restoring bushland. The new 
section of the Morwell NP has a number of 
different age stands of eucalypts and shows 
quite clearly the stages of return to a more 
natural state. In the older stands, the birds 
have taken up residence. I saw, heard or 
found evidence of 30 species (I don’t doubt 
others saw more) on the day of beautiful 
early spring sun. 


While waiting for the last of the group, the 
less tardy members were entertained by a 
sparrowhawk perched on a dead branch of a 
tall eucalypt. The first of several golden 
whistlers was heard here in the cleared 
section at the Park entrance where one 
hectare allotments with houses abut the 
Park. Welcome swallows, galahs and a 
kookaburra flew overhead as we walked to 


the most recently planted area. The youngest 
plantings here appear to be three or four 
years old, blue gums on the hillside and 
manna gums near the creek. On walking 
into the older stands, past the dead willows 
in the creek (clearly these had been poisoned 
some years ago - nowadays these trees are 
cut down and I assume, poisoned as well), 
the birds became more evident. White- 
naped and new-holland honeyeaters, grey 
shrike thrush, grey fantail, blue wrens, an 
eastern whipbird and crimson rosellas clearly 
had that spring feeling judging by the calls. 
Rob De Souza-Daw found us a red-and- 
black spider, with a body (about 5mm long) 
and the top half of its legs in one colour and 
the remaining half of in the other. Rob said 
it was one of a number of similarly coloured 
species commonly found in groups as well as 
singly. David spotted a perching brown 
goshawk, which he identified from the 
barring across its breast. Yellow robins, 
white-browed scrub wrens, a Lewin’s 
honeyeater, a grey currawong and a crested 
shrike-tit accompanied us as we reached the 
picnic area clearing by the weir. Here the 
mature manna gums towered over us as we 
inspected the large wombat’s burrow dug in 
the roots of a tree. 


The stomachs of a few prompted a return for 
lunch. A discussion on when the plantings 
would gain the look of natural bushland with 
a selection of understorey species and 
whether it was better to plant these as well, 
now the trees where providing the cover of 
to wait until it regenerated in time. The call 
of the fan-tailed cuckoo interrupted the 
discussion and the good old magpies greeted 
us at the carpark. 


Lunch was at Jim and Florence Blucher’s 
property overlooking their garden with its 
many varieties of daffodils which were still 
blooming quite profusely. Afterwards we 
did a tour round their planting of a selection 
of Australian native plants from interstate 
and Victoria, many of which were just 
beginning to flower. 


The afternoon excursion commenced at 4 
further entrance to the park. Just inside the 
entrance a huge new planting of severa 
thousand trees with their plastic guards 
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covered the river flats. At the side of the 
plantings some two hundred metres away, 
six kangaroos, one with a joey, kept an eye 
on us. We walked along the creek, noting 
the black wattle coming into flower and 
followed the antics of a yellow-rumped 
thornbill. Later we passed through more 
mature plantings of eucalypts and caught the 
call of a grey butcherbird. Sacred ibis 
foraged in adjoining farmland and some 
Silvereyes flew briskly through foliage. It 
had been a very pleasant day and gratifying 
too, to see the hard work of the Friends of 
the Morwell National Park showing such 
good results. 


Jackie Tims 
MT CANNIBAL EXCURSION — 26.9.98 


Mt Cannibal is a granite outcrop, just a few 
Kilometres south of the Princes Highway, at 
Garfield North. From the top it has good 
Views, especially to the south, and as it was 
a nice clear day we could see the Strzelecki 
Range laid out before us, and even 
Westernport Bay through _ binoculars. 
According to the sign it is a 20 minute stroll 
to the top, but we managed to take about 
four or five hours, with a lunch stop on a 
Shaded log at the top. 


The plant list supplied by Jack Brooks (and 
Tevised for name changes by Bon 
Thompson) had about 130 plants named, 
Including about 34 orchids, and we were 
able to add a few new plants. The new ones 
Included Pink Fingers Caladenia carnea 
(with yellow teeth on the labellum), 
Eucalyptus ignorabilis, one of the Scent- 
barks, Lomandra longifolia Spiny-headed 
Matrush, Pandorea pandorana Wonga 
Vine, Craspedia glauca Common Billy- 
Uttons, Billardiera scandens Common 
Apple-berry, Daviesia latifolia Hop Bitter- 
Pea, Dichondra repens Kidneyweed, and 
‘Cacia decurrens_ Early _ Black-wattle 
(introduced from NSW). Caladenia carnea 
as been involved in more than one botanical 
Tevision which might be the explanation of 
Its sudden ‘appearance’. 


Among the half-dozen orchids we saw was 
the Alpine Greenhood Prerostylis alpina 


which was in profusion especially across the 
top. One uncommon one noticed was 
Cinnamon Bells Gastrodia sesamoides, not 
easy to find because of their camouflage 
colouring, and in ousr case because they 
were still in bud. Leopard Orchids Diuris 
pardina and Wallflower Orchids Diuris 
corymbosa also attracted our attention. 
Much colour was added by two small 
liliaceous plants, the golden-flowered 
Hypoxis hydrometrica, and the bright blue of 
the Blue Star Chamaescilla corymbosa. 


Unfortunately about two-thirds of Mt 
Cannibal has been overrun by an introduced 
pink Berry-flower Heath Erica baccans, 
which some local people have fought 
doggedly to retain because of its history in 
the cut-flower trade and its alleged attraction 
to tourists. They have prevented control of 
this quite serious environmental weed until 
recently and the local Friends group has been 
seriously divided about it. They have only 
recently reached agreement to conserve a 
small section of the heath and allow the 
Cardinia Shire to spray the rest. The 
observation by some of our members that 
Crimson Rosellas were eating berries of the 
heath indicates one way the infestation could 
be jump-spread and causes serious concern 
about the retention of the heath at all. 


My first impression, on a preview inspection, 
was that the Erica had completely spoiled 
the reserve for nature rambling, but the time 
we took and the number of plants and birds 
we identified indicate that there is still lots 
there to look at after all. 


Ron Carey 
Bird List for the Day 


Wedge-tailed Eagle Grey Fantail 

Crimson Rosella Superb Fairy-wren 
Kookaburra White-fronted Treecreeper 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Bell Miner 
Scarlet Robin Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
Yellow Robin New Holland Honeyeater 
Golden Whistler Eastern Spinebill 

Rufous Whistler Spotted Pardalote 
Grey Shrike-thrush 

Elsie Coggan 
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NEW NAMES FOR OLD PLANTS: 
WHY PLANT NAMES CHANGE 


Tim Entwisle gave a talk on this subject at the 
recent VFNCA Camp at Castlemaine. The 
following text is of a similar talk given by Tim. 


Scientific Discovery. Taxonomy is a funny 
science. New discoveries are warmly welcomed — 
as long as they don’t interfere with the familiar 
edifice. It’s OK to find a new pine or 
proteaceous genus, but it’s definitely not on to 
tinker with the well-known and well-loved 
framework. 


If taxonomy was physics we would still be 
hampering for a flat earth. Too bad that the earth 
is a sphere. What about medicine? We’d still be 
calling bubonic plague (caused by a gram- 
negative bacillus Yersina pestis) the ‘black 
death’, and presumably treating it with leeches. 
New names carry new information. 


So what happens when we discover (using the 
latest tools, such as cladistics, and/or the latest 
data, such as chloroplast DNA) that plants that 
look alike are in fact only distantly related, or 
that a newly discovered species (whether in the 
field or in a herbarium) doesn’t fit within our 
cosy framework. Clearly we must change the 
classification system, and therefore the names, to 
reflect our new knowledge. 


We don’t stick with ‘flat earth’ or “black death’ 
because it is easier to remember. Yes, the plant 
(or planet or disease) stays the same. A rose 
might still be a rose, but Rosa tells us where it 
sits in the plant kingdom, what its closest 
relatives are, and helps us to make economic, 
conservation and scientific decisions based on the 
best available information. And yes, the garden 
rose might become Pseudopamplemoussia 
tomorrow if we discover more of its evolutionary 
history and current day relationships. It’s an 
exciting prospect! 


Rather than your heart sinking each time a new 
name appears, try to rejoice in what it tells us 
about the extraordinary diversity of plant life 
' around us. Let the new names and groupings 
provide a fresh perspective on Australia’s 
wonderful flora. 


Start with the pea genus Psoralea. All native 
Australian species are now called Cullen. 
Technically, the distinguishing features for 
Cullen are the absence of a little cup beneath the 
flower stalk and seeds that adhere to the wall of 


the pod at maturity. These characters are 
uniquely derived through evolution and are 
scientifically important. 


More generally, however, the introduced Blue 
Psoralea (Psoralea pinnata) is a small tree with 
large flowers, while the native species (now 
Cullen) are herbs or very small shrubs with 
small flowers. So when you next see a Psoralea 
or a Cullen, employ the user-friendly characters 
to identify it, then look more closely for the clues 
that tell us about its origins and relationships. 
Forget that dusty old edifice. 


First In, Best Dressed. Sometimes plants have 
more than one name. They can have these 
multiple names for decades, even centuries. Most 
of the time it doesn’t rally matter that they are 
called one thing in Western Australia, another in 
Victoria, and yet another in South Africa. 


Still, you’ve probably all experienced confusion 
at some time when common names are used. 
What’s ‘Blue Gum’, what’s ‘Japonica’, what’s 
‘that white-flowered thing that grows on the 
comer near the big-leaved thing’? Having no 
name at all makes communication extremely 
difficult. Having more than one name makes it 
open to misunderstanding (and many a fight has 
started over a misunderstanding!) 


Let’s say a plant has more than one scientific 
name. It was described in France in 1802, and 
given the very pretty name WNapoleona 
josephinei. Fifty years later Ferdinand von 
Mueller was off to visit his sweetheart at Phillip 
Island and collected the same plant on the dunes 
behind San Remo. He called it Fundamentala 
obscura. No-one realized they were the same 
plant. Mueller sent a specimen to Kew Gardens 
in London but the English didn’t read the French 
journals and entirely missed the earlier 
description of Jean-Pierre De Puy. 


In Victoria, Australia, many field guides, 
checklists and Floras are written including F- 
obscura. In France, the complete national Flora 
is published in 1996 and it includes 
josephinei. Sacrebleu! Botanists quickly realize 
the two names refer to the same species. No-one 
is quite sure if it is native to France and weedy 10 
Australia, or native to Australia and weedy 12 
France, or native to France and Australia, or... 
The way we resolve such problems in taxonomy 
is to accept the first ‘properly’ described species. 
Even though F. obscura appeared in a French 
joumal it was fumished with a fine Lat 
diagnosis and includes all the trimmings to make 
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it good and proper (‘validly published’ is the 
term we use). Mueller was a little hurried at the 
time, and his text reads like it was mumbled to a 
scribe while he lounged on a couch in the 
herbarium. But even so, it is in Latin and it has 
all the necessary bits and pieces. 


The ruling: Napoleona josephenei (published 
1802) should be used throughout the world 
instead of Fundamentala obscura (published 
1852). The naturalists, gardeners (for it is a 
Showy and popular perennial) and botanists of 
Victoria rebel, the government falls and the 
Species is wiped out in the subsequent 
skirmishes. 


Or, Victorians are annoyed but lear to live with 
the name. Soon they start wondering about 
Whether it is a weed or a native. If a native, how 
does one explain its eclectic distribution? Did it 
travel over long distances? Was an original 
Population in the ancient continent of Pangea 
Split in two when Gondwana headed south? 


A group of die-hards work day and night to look 
for minute differences between the French and 
Australian populations. Maybe they find them. It 
Might tum out that there are fundamental 
differences in the way the flowers develop, 
differences which might reflect a separate 
Evolution. The two populations might now look 
the same but not share a recent common 
Sancestor. 


Or maybe the geneticists discover that F. 
Obscura has almost exactly the same genetic 

lueprint as a population near the docks where 
the ship Esperence left France in 1791. Clearly it 
Was a weed carried on the cravat of Admiral 
Bruny D’Entrecasteaux. ~ 


And so on. Once again, the loss of a well-loved, 
or at least well-known, name need not be an 
Sceasion for mouming. At worst a new name 
Teplaces the old and we gain no new insights into 
the plant. Even then, it means we can speak with 
the French in their own language. We can ask 
them about bugs and beetles that control the 
Stowth of our species on the Atlantic coast. 
Should it become a weed here, such information 
Could be helpful. If a chemical that somewhat 
Miraculously leads to new hair sprouting on 
uUman heads is found in the San Remo 
Population, the French would certainly look for 

1s elixir in their own populations. Maybe there 
ate subtle differences between the two 
Populations and the French plants contain a 
Chemical that causes rapid hair loss not gain. It is 


only through looking at these kindred populations 
that the new chemical, potentially just as 
commercially successful, may be discovered. 


Behind these grand scientific and economic 
rationalisations there is Monsieur Du Puy. He 
only ever described one plant before being jailed 
for life when the monarchy returned to France. It 
has to be said that he was the first to discover the 
species. just because he spoke French and just 
because he supported the Republic doesn’t really 
justify ignoring his name when we come to 
decide upon a universal tag for our plant. Sure 
this is a social rather than scientific reason but 
why not. The only argument might be if the 
publication including his new name was read by 
only his family and a few close Republicans. 
Elsewhere throughout the world, including all of 
France outside Rue Du Puy, Muteller’s 
nomenclature reigned supreme. In that case we 
might ‘conserve’ Mueller’s name ‘against’ the 
earlier name. Even taxonomists will allow reason 
to triumph over pedantry (when it really has to!) 


Lest this all seem to metaphoric, Themeda 
australis was well known in Australia as the 
name for Kangaroo Grass. Unfortunately (for 
us), it is the same species as the Red Grass of 
tropical Africa. That species was called 
Themeda triandra 35 years before ours (as it 
happens it was also called 7. australis in Africa 
but I won't let facts spoil a good story). 
Examples of ‘conserved’ names are the bulb 
genera Watsonia and Romulea, both names 
surviving despite earlier cognoma dredged from 
cobweb wrapped tomes in European libraries. 


Name changes may be annoying, expensive and 
apparently pointless, but just sometimes they do 
allow a chink of the real world in. 


General Meetings & Excursions 


Friday 23 October: Propagating and 
Growing Native Plants — David Grant. 


Sunday 25 October: Bus trip to 
Cranbourne Annex of Botanic Gardens. Pick 
up 8.30 Morwell, opposite Post Office; 8.45 
Moe, hotel opposite railway station; 9am 
Trafalgar at former Shire Offices; 9.15 
Warragul, Queen St. 
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Friday 27 November: Aquatic Invertebrates 
~ Terry Walker. 


Saturday 28 November: Bald Hills and 
Tarwin Lower. Meet 10.30am  Tarwin 
Lower carpark near Hotel beside river. 
Tarwin Lower Cemetery in morning and 
Bald Hills in afternoon. Plant list available 
for cemetery and bird list for Bald Hills. 


Finance — no balances available as acting 
Treasurer indisposed. 


Business Arising, 
General Business 


Correspondence & 


Rob deSouza-Daw is willing to be our 
representative for Hazelwood CC. 


Positions vacant: Ron and Elly Carey have 
offered to take over mailing label 
production. We still need reps for Maryvale 
EES and Australian Paper CCG, and have a 
vacancy for Vice President. 


Roadside Assessment for Baw Baw Shire — 
tentative training day 17” October; Ron 
Carey and Julie Parker interested. 


Survey of Brush-tailed Phascogales in 
Moondarra SP with Friends of Baw Baw on 
September 12" report — 5 of our members 
attended, and 24 hair tubes set. Andy Gillam 
will report results. 


Friends of Baw Baw — we will exchange 
magazine with them, so both groups can 
become involved in the other’s program; 
there is an Alpine Botany walk planned for 
Sunday January 17. 


Program Planning meeting — thanks to Elsie 
for her hospitality. Program drafted. 


Conservation Matters 


Hazelwood Power CG have bought two 
parcels of land for wetland development. 
Brodribb Road is one — the next 2 meetings 
in November and February will be planning 
its development. If Rob is unable to attend, 
we need to be represented in this important 
development. The other is the land abutting 
the freeway to left of the first Morwell exit 


(NW. of freeway), to be developed for 
conservation purposes only (not for visitors). 


GUEST SPEAKER FOR NOVEMBER 


Terry Walker — Aquatic Invertebrates. 

Terry is an aquatic biologist who completed 
his PhD in Tasmania on marine and estuarine 
systems, and has worked in Antarctica on 
freshwater planktons. He is an officer with 
Envirogen, which is an_ environmental 
monitoring company centred in the LaTrobe 
Valley, which monitors water and air quality. 
Terry’s talk on aquatic invertebrates will 
deal with the types of organisms in 
freshwater rivers and lakes in the local area, 
their taxonomy, biology and the required 
stream conditions. 


THE REALLY GREAT PROM WALK 


Victoria’s National Parks are under threat 
from commercial pressures being generated 
by the Kennett Government. 


A coalition involving VNPA, FVWC, 
Gippsland based conservation groups and 
walking clubs are working together to focus 
public attention on the plight of all parks and 
Wilsons Prom in particular. 


The Really Great Prom Walk will leave the 
Prom on Sunday 15 November and 
proceed in daily stages, culminating in a 
massive rally two weeks later on Sunday 29 
November at the steps of Parliament House, 
Melbourne, for a presentation to the 


Government of the Alternative 
Management Plan for Wilsons 
Promontory. 


For details of the full two weeks’ program 
and how to get involved contact Mick 
Buckingham, South Gippsland Walking 
Club, 5659 6487 or Maurice Poulton, 
Strzelecki Walking Club, 5625 1293. 
There are some easy stages for unlimited 
numbers of walkers; the most important 
section for everyone to be involved in is the 
Save Our Parks Rally at Parliament House 
on Sunday 29 November. 


SEE YOU THERE!: 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Club: Contact: ~Meeting: 

Latrobe Valley Secretary 7.30 pm on the fourth Friday of 

FNC Inc. Mrs W Savage each month at the Moe 
LVENC Inc. Community Health Centre, 
PO Box 1205 Fowler Street 
Morwell 3840 Moe Vic. 3825 
5634 2246 
Assistant Secretary 
Mr R Carey 
5628 5203 

Sale FNC Mrs Betty Jarvis 8 pm on the first Friday of each 
64 Powerscourt St month at Room 13, Continuing 
Maftra 3860 Education Centre, Raymond St. 
5147 2151 Sale Vic 3850 

Bairnsdale FNC Inc. Mrs Pat Tratt 8 pm on the third Friday of each 
P.O. Box 563 month at Noweyung, 84 Goold 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 
Meeting: Friday 27 November To be announced — scheduled speaker unavailable. 


Excursion: Saturday 28 November _— Bald Hills and Tarwin Lower. Meet 10.30am Tarwin 
Lower carpark near hotel beside river. 


Bird Group Excursion: Monday 7 December to Wirilda. Meet 10am at carpark. 
Contact: Elsie Coggan 5127 1857. 
Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following the club 


excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage 5634 2246. 
CHRISTMAS PARTY — SATURDAY 12 DECEMBER - 12 NOON - ‘EURABBIE’ 
See page 6 for full details and directions how to get there. 
Meeting: Friday 15 January 1999 Members’ Night — open theme. Bring slides, or any 
interesting specimens. 
Summer Camp: 22-24 January Gelantipy. No details as yet. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK Contact: Jack Brooks 5623 1563 
FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP Contact: Graeme Rowe 5662 2449 

Next activities: Sunday 6 December — Flinders — Ruddy Turnstone. 12 -13 Dec — Queenscliff 
(Swan Is & Swan Bay) — Ruddy Turnstones & Small Waders. 20 Dec — Mud Is — Crested Tern 
chicks. 27-29 Dec — Werribee SF — Small Waders. 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 


PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Pres/Sec. 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Centre 5674 3738. 
Next activity: Sunday 6 December — Darlimurla to Mirboo North Rail-trail, Grand Ridge Brewery, 
Baths Road Bush. Details - phone Joan 5169 6569. 


FRIENDS OF TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR CONSERVATION RESERVE 
Contacts: Gary Deane 5174 1591 (President). Steve Kurec 5173 1491 (Shire Liaison Officer) 


HEYFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE COMMITTEE 
Contacts: Ron Kerr 5148 2575 (President). Wendy Rhodes 5148 3058 (Secretary) 


PLEASE NOTE — MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 
Subscriptions are now due for 1998/99 — details on inside back cover. 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 8 JANUARY 
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TRAVELS IN SEARCH OF RARE 
PLANTS — JOHN EICHLER 


John's talk was aptly named, as his slides 
demonstrated how widely he has travelled to 
find and photograph the rare plants he 
Showed us. His talk concentrated on the 
plants which are rare and threatened in 
Victoria, and he detailed the reasons for 
their decline, which could really all be put 
down to the impact of European settlement. 


The main impact of this settlement has been 
loss or modification of habitat. This has 
Occurred in many different ways and each 
was illustrated with slides of a particular 
Species which has been detrimentally 
affected. 


Habitat loss: 


Agriculture has had the greatest impact, 
and a slide of the Button Wrinklewort, 
Rutidosis leptorhynchoides which was a 
basalt plains species and is now rare due to 
€xtensive clearing was shown. 


Urbanisation has affected plants which 
grew exclusively in areas now covered by 
the sprawl of Melbourne suburbs, such as 
iuris fragrentisima, the Sunshine Diuris 
Which was a fairly common plant in the 
thirties but has now almost disappeared. 


Mining can affect plants which favour areas 
Where mining is extensive, such as the leek 
Orchid Prasophyllum subbisectum. Even 
€xploration allows bulldozers to be used to 
Scrape off the whole surface of an area. 


Habitat modification: _ 


Drainage affects plants which have specific 
abitat requirements, such as a swamp fern, 
elypteris confluens which grew in a very 
restricted area in bogs in the Kiewa Valley 
and Mallee. 


Weed invasion can smother plants, and the 
Leafy Greenhood, Pterostylis cucullata is 
Sensitive to this. It was originally mainly 
Nhown along the coast, but is now found 
Ong a number of rivers and creeks. Our 
Club has assisted in surveying this plant 
annually in the Licola area. 


Salination can cause the decline of many 
Plants. Senecio ‘behrianus is one of eight 
Species which was thought to be extinct, but 
aS since been rediscoved. It grows in 


blackbox country on the Northern Plains, 
and is severely affected by salination. 


Forestry Practice has been detrimental to a 
Victorian endemic lily, Astelia australiana 
which is an amazing plant which grows up to 
2 meters high. It is found in wet forests near 
myrtle beech in the Beenak area, and a major 
forestry road was put right beside a well 
documented colony. 


Population fragmentation creates 
problems for the reproduction of plants, 
particularly where a specific pollinator is 
needed, which cannot travel between the 
distant remaining plants. An example of this 
is the Metallic Sun Orchid, Thelymitra 


epipactoides. 


Other practices which affect the viability 
of plants: 


Altered fire frequency, which can mean too 
many or too few fires. It is thought that 
frequent fires have caused Phebalium 
wilsonii, a recently discovered small tree 
which grows in wet catchments around 
Melbourne to disappear from many areas. 


Disturbance dependent plants can seem to 
disappear, but may reappear after suitable 
disturbance. A Swainson pea from the 
Mallee, Swainsona pyrophylla, a bush about 
one meter high with yellow flowers can 
come up after a fire. 


Grazing of plants, such as in alpine areas 
can be very detrimental. 7hesium australe, a 
tiny parasitic alpine plant which twines 
among the grasses is becoming quite rare 
due to grazing, thought to be by brumbies. 


Collecting plants, particularly ferns and 
orchids can be quite common. Caladenia 
audasii, a spider orchid found in the 
goldfields around Bendigo and Staweli has 
been consistently dug up from Stawell, even 
though it is notoriously difficult to maintain 
in cultivation.’ 


Of the 3100 vascular plant species in 
Victoria, 870 are rare or threatened. 200 of 


these are rare or threatened Australia wide, 


as a plant which is rare in Victoria may not 
be so in other states. These have been 
classified according to a system which 
allows them to be graded according to the 
degree of threat. The order of decreasing 
threat is extinct, endangered, vulnerable, 
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depleted then rare. The publication of plants 
which have been classified in the VROT 
(which stands for Victorian Rare or 
Threatened species) allows legislation to be 
built around the assessments of these plants 
for their protection. 


The Flora and Fauna Guarantee act is the 
legislation which deals with the appropriate 
action, and there are three stages in its 
implementation: listing of the species or 
threatening process, preparing an action 
statement and determining the critical habitat 
for its survival. 


Of the 870 rare or threatened Victorian 
species, 110 are in the endangered category, 
and only 34 of these have been covered by 
an action statement at this stage. Some of 
these species are represented by only one 
plant in the wild. The highest number of 
these species are from the Wimmera and 
Northern Plains, from the grasslands and 
grassy-woodland communities. Due to their 
high fertility and ease of grazing and clearing 
these areas were alienated early and cleared 
preferentially. 


A plant from this community is 
Leptorhyncus scabrus, an annual daisy 
which was thought to be extinct in Victoria, 
but was found and is now protected by the 
Govenrment's purchase of an area of land 
near the Terrick Terrick State Park. This will 
become part of a Northern Plains National 
Park, and contains an amazing number of 
rare and threatened species. 


John also showed slides of plants in two 
contrasting regions, the Mallee and the High 
Country which illustrated many rare and 
threatened plants in these regions and the 
cause of the threat. 


His talk ended with slides of what must be 
the most elusive and exciting rare plant to 
find. Fairy lanterns, Thismia rodwayi are 
beautifully named as they grow amongst or 
under leaf litter in dark moist forests, yet 
when revealed are tiny, brilliant red little 
flowers shaped like lanterns. They would 
represent the ultimate find for a traveller in 
search of rare plants. 


Wendy Savage 


REGENT HONEYEATER —- A 
NATIONAL PERSPECTIVE 24.7.98 


David Geering, National coordinator for the 
Regent Honeyeater Recovery Program, 
discussed the decline of the Regent 
Honeyeater and the three main breeding sites 
that are left — Bundarra in northern NSW, 
Capertee Valley in central NSW, and 
Chiltern, northern Victoria. He showed 
slides which illustrated the loss of their 
habitat and the type of vegetation they 
prefer. 


While none of the Latrobe Valley Field 
Naturalists could say they had seen the bird, 
there are records of regular visits to the 
Glengarry/Tyers area up until the 1960s. 


It is essentially a bird of the Box-Ironbark 
forests which is generally that inside of the 
Dividing Range, but there is a pattern of 
birds moving to the coast at certain times. 
This was a regular pattern while the birds 
were common, and these birds were once 
very common. There are reports in literature 
of ‘flocks of tens of thousands’, other 
references to ‘immense numbers’ and ‘breed 
in large numbers’! So they were once a very 
common bird; now the count is 1000-1500 
birds that would once have been a flock — 
that is all that are left. 


Thought of as a nomadic species they do 
have regular flight movements, but the 
problem is they do disperse and are generally 
encountered in small numbers. The situation 
now is that the birds only concentrate in the 
three major sites to breed. 


Historically the birds’ range was 100km 
north of Brisbane, south-west down as far aS 
Adelaide. They are now extinct in South 
Australia, essentially gone from westert 
Victoria, gone from Queensland, with a few 
reports from Stanthorpe and Bribie Island. 
Up to five years ago they were regulat 
visitors to street trees in Bendigo, so the 
range is contracting. The population aroun 
Bundarra is 100, total for Victoria 100; the 
Capertee Valley probably around 1000 — s° 
they are relatively secure in the centre © 
their range. Not too far away at Bundoo, 
Orange and Mudgee they are only seen very 
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irregularly now. At Cowra where they used 
to occur in thousands there were only two 
records during the 1990s, with six birds the 
maximum. 


With the typical Regent Honeyeater habitat 
of Box-Ironbark forest, from the speaker’s 
point of view historically the most important 
habitat for the species would have been the 
extensive Yellow Box ucalyptus 
melliodora, White Box &.  albens 
woodlands. Yellow Box is still a very 
common tree but occurs primarily as a shade 
tree in pasture, so Yellow Box woodland is a 
critically endangered habitat. Therein lies the 
main reason the Regent Honeyeater has 
gone; the population has crashed probably 
during the last 50 years. Clearing that 
happened from 50-150 years ago for cattle 
and sheep grazing and wheat is the primary 
Cause. 


Regent Honeyeaters love woodlands 
growing on deep alluvial soils. It is on these 
soils that the eucalypts manage to produce 
the highest volume of nectar, it is incredibly 
productive and for that reason was cleared. 
The birds have now lost this habitat. A 
typical landscape now in western NSW, 
Northern Victoria and southern Queensland 
is extremely fragmented. There is lee habitat 
along roads along creek lines, with small 
Temnants on alluvial flats giving an 
eppearance of lots of trees particularly on 
the hills. This in itself is one of the problems 
being faced — getting people to recognize the 
problem. The birds like Mugga Ironbark E. 
sideroxylen. Plenty of it grows on the hills in 
Poor, rocky soil, unproductive for 
agriculture, unproductive for nectar — a 

action of the volume that the same species 
Would produce on alluvial flats. Species 
Which require high volumes of resources do 
not cope. ' 


Another reason for the Regent Honeyeater’s 
ecline is the larger, more aggressive 
Oneyeaters such as the Noisy Miner. The 
abitat has favoured them, also they are 
€xtremely aggressive and will keep out 
Species such as the Regent Honeyeater from 
these small fragments of habitat. 

critical breeding area in the Capertee 
alley, the valley floor has been almost 
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completely cleared. The Capertee River 1S 
lined with River Sheoaks Casuarina 
cunninghamiana. This corridor —_ of 
vegetation is centrally one tree wide, and this 
is where the Regent Honeyeaters are, forced 
into this sub-optimal habitat. These nectar- 
loving birds are confined to the Casuarina 
for a particular reason — the Needle-leaf 
Mistletoe Amyema cambagei. The trees have 
heavy loads of Mistletoe which flowers from 
July to November, in the middle of the 
Regent’s breeding season. However, the 
Mistletoe is having a negative effect — the 
trees are starting to die, the Regent 
Honeyeaters are in deep trouble. 


DNRE of NSW, National Parks and Wildlife 
put together a recovery plan for 
Environment Australia, who approved 
funding. A recovery team was set up, a 
collaborative effort consisting of 
representatives from DNRE of Nsw, Parks 
and Wildlife, Department of Land and 
Water, Conservation NSW, State Forests 
Universities of Latrobe and New England, 
Taronga Park Zoo, Birds Australia, NSW 
and Cumberland Field Ornithologist Clubs, 
Threatened Species Network. 


Volunteer groups have been established in 
major areas with David Geering as 
coordinator to protect and manage key sites . 
on public and freehold land (key sites are 
where the birds occur in good numbers). 
The aim is rehabilitation and revegetation, 
population monitoring, strategic research, 
the establishment of a captive breeding 
program, and-more importantly to carry out 
community education, which hopefully will 
reverse the decline of this species. 


Elsie Coggan 


ROYAL BOTANIC 
CRANBOURNE 


GARDENS, 


A fine and initially very warm Sunday 25 
October saw eighteen members and friends 
arrive at the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Cranbourne, most travelling by Tripalong 
Tours bus. Our driver Dirk was kept busy 
also providing us with morning tea and lunch 
in the now well-developed Stringybark 
Picnic Area. 
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Upon arrival, we were greeted by ranger 
Janet Watson, who gave a short talk on the 
development of the Gardens and led our 
morning ramble. It was pleasing to learn that 
proposals to develop the Ballarto road 
alignment as a major Cranbourne town by- 
pass route had very recently been finally 
abandoned. This will allow the major 
planning for an Australian Garden in the 
north-west corner of the site to proceed. 
Funding for the project has been granted, 
and the first stage is expected to be opened 
around 2001-2002. 


Janet explained that Cranbourne is now 
managed by the Board of the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, with its own divisional director and 
a recently enlarged staffing profile, including 
six horticulturists. A number of research 
projects are already underway as part of its 
flora and fauna conservation mission. 


The site is almost 350 hectares in area, 
permitting retention of large zones for 
preservation of existing indigenous flora in 
addition to the establishment of a broadly 
representative Australian flora collection. A 
two metre high vermin-proof cyclone wire 
fence around the boundary has been erected, 
although Janet acknowledged that this has 
the disadvantage of reducing access to 
external corridors for native fauna, such as 
koalas and bandicoots. 


Our morning wallk followed the Arboretum 
Track in the south-east sector, as far as the 
attractive Wylies Creek Wetlands, returning 
via the Quarry Track. This walk passes 
through tea-tree heathland and later open 
woodland. The Silky Tea-tree 
Leptospermum myrsinoides was in white 
(and sometimes pink) flower in great 
profusion. We saw some early plantings of 
Australian banksias, hakeas and eucalypts, 
the latter an attractive feature of sections of 
the open woodland. Plants seen in flower 
along the way included Common Cassinia C. 
aculeata, Smooth Parrot-pea Dillwynia 
glaberrina, Bundled Guinea-flower 
Hibbertia fasciculata var. prostrata, and 
(prominently) Wedding Bush Ricinocarpos 
pinifolius. The Quarry Track passed through 
an attractive area of Scrambling Coral-fern 
Gleichenia microphylla. 


After lunch, most of us made the circuit 
walk via the Manna Gum, Possum Gully and 
Tea-tree Tracks, taking in the Trig Point 
Lookout which affords an opportunity to 
view the planned Australian Garden site 
mentioned earlier. A relatively recent feature 
along the Tea-tree Track is an observation 
platform at Perched Swamp, home of the 
Banjo frogs and a number of marsh plants. 
To our list of plants in flower we added the 
herbs Blue-spike Milkwort Comesperma 
calymega, Grass Trigger-plant Stylidium 
graminifolium, and Wild Parsnip 
Trachymene  anisocarpa (prominent in 
disturbed soil on track verges). Also the 
Love Creeper Comesperma volubile, the 
Common Bird-orchid Chiloglottis valida, 
the Tall Greenhood Prerostylis longifolia 
(well past its peak), and shrubs including 
Spike Wattle Acacia oxycedrus, Horny 


Cone-bush Isopogon ceratophyllus, 
Common Rice-flower Pimelia humilis, and 
Common Flat-pea Platylobium 


obtusangulum. However Janet noted that 
recent high wind episodes had reduced the 
time-span of many flowerings which might 
normally be expected to extend into late 
October. 


Those who spent the afternoon relaxing in 
the picnic area were treated to sightings 0 
the Southern Brown Bandicoot and a koala. 

All in all, a very pleasant return Club visit to 
a key part of the nation’s conservation 
strategy. 

Philip Rayment 


Bird List for the Day — Elsie Coggan 


Little Grebe Brown Thornbill 

Pelican Yellow-rumped Thornbill 

Straw-necked Ibis Varied Sitella 
Pacific Black Duck White-throated Treecreepe! 
Marsh Harrier Red Wattlebird 
Spotted Turtle-Dove Brush Wattlebird 
Pallid Cuckoo White-naped Honeyeatet 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo New Holland Honeyeater 
Welcome Swallow White-eared Honeyeater 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Spotted Pardalote 
Blackbird Striated Pardalot¢ 
Yellow Robin Magpie Lark 
Golden Whistler Dusky Woodswallow 
Grey Shrike-thrush Australian Ravel 
Superb Fairy-wren Little Raven 


White-browed Scrubwren 
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EDITOR MOVES MOUNTAIN 


My apologies to Ron Carey — in last month’s 
Naturalist I moved Mt Cannibal from north 
of the Princes Highway to the south. This 
was entirely my doing, and is not a reflection 
on Ron’s handwriting! 


General Meetings & Excursions 


Friday 27 November: To be advised as 
Scheduled speaker is unavailable. 


Saturday 28 November: Bald Hills and 

Tarwin Lower. Meet 10.30am Tarwin 

Lower carpark near hotel beside river. 

Tarwin Lower Cemetery in morning, Bald 

Hills in afternoon at 1.45pm. Plant list 

Ewe for cemetery and bird list for Bald 
S. 


CHRISTMAS PARTY 12.12.98 


From 12 noon at ‘Eurabbie’, Earls Road, 
arragon South — see page 6 for details of 
Ow to get there. 


Finance — no balances available as treasurer 
Still on leave and acting treasurer has been 
Indisposed. 


Business Arising, 
neral Business 


Correspondence & 


Roadside Assessment for Baw Baw Shire — 
training attended by Julie Parker, Savages 
and Tims. Shire hopes assessment will be 
Completed in next few months so next stage 
Can begin. 


Wilsons Promontory Spring Camp attended 
Y 25 members and visitors. Very successful 
Weekend, which included joining with 


CV’s program. Will write letter of thanks 
to ENCV. 2 


Aust Rails to Trails — request for paragraph 

N flora along Moe-Yallourn Rail Trail for a 
Suide book. Elsie and Lorna will prepare 
With notes and lists prepared by Bon. 


Glenmaggie Flora Reserve - information 
sought about obtaining identifying name 
plates to place on trees. Will enquire at 
Cranbourne Botanic Gardens. 

Program 1999 -— will distribute with 
November Naturalist. 


Slide projector is no longer functioning 
satisfactorily. Phil will investigate costs to 
purchase a new one. 


Summer Camp at Gelantipy — contact 
Bairnsdale to confirm dates and check 
numbers and costs. 


Nature Guide funding application — have 
completed final report on Glenmaggie 
Project, which was mandatory for new 
application to be considered. Contacted by 
Parks Vic head office requesting regional 
endorsement of application. Peter Kershaw, 
NR&E Traralgon has been contacted for 
letter, and viewed project favourably. 


Conservation Matters 


Australian Paper CCG Rep — John Lawson 
will stand in, as he is already on group. John 
Poppins may be interested (and has accepted 
— Ed.). 


Meeting Place — The Floral Clock, Queen 
Victoria Gardens, St Kilda Rd. (Melway 
Map 2F ref. H8) Walking then to the steps 
of Parliament House for a presentation to 
the Government of the Alternate 
Management Plan for Wilsons Promontory. 


When — Noon, Sunday 29 November. 


Bring — A picnic lunch and enjoy the 
afternoon music in the Treasury Gardens. 


WATTLE GALLS 


After the recent talk by David Grant I asked 
him why a wattle tree, with long flat leaves, 
had a gall on it, in my garden. David said 
when it flowered (September) a wasp visited 


= 


Issue No. 415 November-December 1998 


Page 5 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist 


each flower and turned to galls, many more 
than I could pick off. 


Next morning I looked and was amazed to 
find handfuls of borer brown stuff all along 
the branches. I cut a gall and it never had 
any egg or young wasp, was solid except for 
a little hole. I cut off all the branches and 
will get the trunk and the rest of the tree cut 
out later. 


About two years ago a pink flowering ti tree 
in my garden had the same brown borer 
mess in the branches and I had to cut it out. 
So our native shrubs suffer from pests. 


Madge Vinnell 


A FROG DISCOVERY WALK AT 
TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR 
CONSERVATION RESERVE 


On Friday 16 October 35 Friends of the 
Reserve were introduced to the magic of the 
frog world when Rob deSouza-Daw, a 
member of the Victorian Frog Grou[ led 
them around the wetlands of the Reserve. 


The party searched for and listened to the 
evening calls of various species of frogs. The 
walk started at the Hickox Street entrance 
and as darkness fell the party was at the 
southern bridge where some of the children 
found their first frog, the small (30mm long) 
common Froglet Crinea signifera. Rob 
explained about frog breeding sites and 
searches were made around the reeds, under 
rocks and logs, and in the shallow water. 
Also explained was a way to find a calling 
frog by using a method known as 
triangulation. 


The interesting differences in calls made by 
frogs and the connection with breeding 
habits became evident as the evening wore 
on. Different species of frogs call from 
different locations. Occasionally Rob’s pleas 
to keep quiet bore fruit and the party heard 
the full chorus of different frog calls. 


By the time the party had walked around the 
lake, along the boardwalk and to the notice 
board at the canyon, more species had been 
identified; the Striped Marsh Frog 


Limnodynastes peronii, the Spotted Marsh 
Frog Lymnodynastes tasmaniensis, and two 
species of tree frog — the Southern Brown 
Tree Frog Litoria ewingi, and the Whistling 
Tree Frog Litoria verreauxi verreauxi. 


Tree frog spawn and a few young tadpoles 
were found near the water’s edge. After 
netting what is believed to be a young S5cm 
long Redfin Perca fluviatilis, Rob 
speculated that the relative lack of frog 
spawn and tadpoles discovered was probably 
due to the presence of introduced fish in the 
lake. 


The two hour excursion was a great success 
with both children and adults fascinated by 
the discoveries and the adventure of natural 
history on a lovely warm night not far from 
home and television! 


The Forward Planning Committee of the 
Reserve would like to thank Rob for his time 
and expertise that made the evening so 
memorable. 


John Lawson 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 


This year the Club Christmas Party will be at 
the Savage residence, ‘Eurabbie’ Earls 
Road, Yarragon South on Saturday 12 
December. Come from 12 noon and BYO 
food and drinks, table and chairs, portable 
BBQ if possible. The club will provide punch 
and Christmas cake, and plenty of boiling 
water; tea and coffee will also be available. 


How to get there. Head west from Trafalgar 
on Princes Highway, turn left into Sunny 
Creek Road, then turn right into Roaches 
Road, and then (very soon) left into Earls 
Rd. Drive about 5km up-hill to the first gate 
after the hilltop communications tower — 
shingle indicates EURABBIE — SAVAGES. 


78 2K 2K 2K 2K 6 2 2k ok 


Next edition of the Naturalist will appear at 
the end of January 1999. 


I would like to wish everyone a happy and 
safe Christmas, and a healthy, prosperous 
New Year in 1999 — Gill (the Ed.) 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Club: 


Latrobe Valley 
FNC Inc. 


Sale FNC 


Bairnsdale ENC Inc. 


Subscriptions: 


Due March 31st. Please forward to Hon. Treasurer 


Contact: 


Secretary 

Mrs W Savage 
LVFNC Inc. . 
PQ Box 1205 
Morwell 3840 
5634 2246 


Assistant Secretary 
Mr R Carey 

5628 5203 

Mrs Betty Jarvis 

64 Powerscourt St 
Mafira 3860 

5147 2151 


Mrs Pat Tratt 


’ P.O. Box 563 


Baimsdale 3875 
5156 2683 


(Cheques made payable to LVFNC Inc) 


~Meeting: 


7.30 pm on the fourth Friday of 
each month at the Moe 
Community Health Centre, 
Fowler Street 

Moe Vic. 3825 


8 pm on the first Friday of each 
month at Room 13, Continuing 
Education Centre, Raymond St. 
Sale Vic 3850 


8 pm on the third Friday of each 
month at Noweyung, 84 Goold 
Street, Bairnsdale 3875 


Mr Bruce Adams 
7 Lorikeet Place 
Traralgon 3844 


Naturalist: $15, Family: $29, Single Member: $21, Junior Member: $15 
Half fees apply for those joining after 31 August. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist is the official publication of the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist 


Club Inc. The Club subscription includes the "Naturalist". 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 
Meeting: Friday 26 February To be announced — scheduled speaker unavailable. 


Excursion: Saturday 27 February Bunurong Intertidal Zone led by Margaret Rowe. Meet 
10.30am Inverloch Environment Centre for morning tea. 
Leave 1lam for Screw Creek short walk. Lunch 12.30 at 
Environment Centre. 1.30pm Bunurong Marine Park. 
Possible option after that Flat Rock Excavation site. Bring 
shoes with good grip that can get wet, sunscreen and insect 
repellent. 

Bird Group Excursion: Monday 1 February to Jeeralang area. Meet 10am at 
Jeeralang Junction. Contact: Elsie Coggan & 5127 1857. 


Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following the club 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage @ 5634 2246, 


AGM 26 MARCH 1999 Positions vacant are: President, Vice President Nol, 
Assistant Secretary and Treasurer. 


Notice of motion: to increase membership subscriptions by 
$1 for Family (to $30) and Single (to $22). 

FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK Contact: Jack Brooks & 5623 1563 

FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris & 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton &@ 5625 1293 
Next activity: Sunday 21 February — Poisoning willows on Plateau. 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP Contact: Graeme Rowe @ 5662 2449 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre &@ 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 


PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Pres/Sec. @ 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Caine @ 5674 3738 
Next activity: Sunday 28 March — Powlett River Walk. Contact Sue Steward @ 5678 0726. 


a SL 
FRIENDS OF TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR CONSERVATION RESERVE 
Contacts: Gary Deane & 5174 1591 (Pres.) Steve Kurec @ 5173 1491 (Shire Liaison Officer) 


HEYFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE COMMITTEE 

Contacts: Ron Kerr & 5148 2575 (President). Wendy Rhodes @ 5148 3058 (Secretary) 
r . 

PLEASE NOTE —- MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 

See inside back cover for details. 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 10 FEBRUARY 
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IN MEMORY OF 
JEAN GALBRAITH 


28-3-06 ~ 2-1-99 


‘And thus looking within and around me I ever renew 
(With that stoop of the soul which in bending upraises it too) 
The submission of man’s nothing-perfect to God's all-complete...’ 


These words of Robert Browning form part of 
Jean Galbraith’s inscription of her ‘Collins 
Field Guide to the Wild Flowers of South-East 
Australia’. They reflect sentiments that may 
have come to the minds of members of our 
Club when they learned that Jean had passed 
away on Saturday 2 January in Melbourne, at 
the age of ninety-two. 


Jean lived for most of her life in Tyers, moving 
With her family in 1914 to ‘Dunedin’, which 
Was to be her home for ; 

some eighty years. It is 
fitting that her house 
and garden have 
Tecently been restored 
and opened to the 
Public. We can be 
grateful that this 
Special garden will 
Continue to give 
Pleasure to many. 


As a botanist, Miss 
Galbraith was 
Tecognised throughout 
Australia and overseas. 
Her wide _ botanical 
Knowledge is reflected 
In her published books, 
mM particular _—her 
Monumental ‘Collins 
Field Guide’, 
Published in 1977 and 
Teferred to above, and 
also in ‘Wiidflowers of 
ictoria’ written in 1950 and published in 
three editions. The ‘Field Guide’ covered some 
000 species of Australian plants from 
Queensland to South Australia, including 
asmania. Two plants were named in 
Tecognition of her work of discovery, the 
eed Boronia, Boronia galbraithiae, and 

© Licola Dampiera, Dampiera galbraithiana. 
the many honours received by Jean, we note 
Hi award of the prestigious Australian Natural 
ee Medallion in 1970, life membership of 
© Native Plants Preservation Society of 
Ustralia, election as a foundation life member 


of the Society for Growing Australian Plants in 
1957 and honorary membership of the Field 
Naturalist Club of Victoria. 


Jean was also a well-known author, publishing 
her twelfth book at the age of eighty-three. For 
fifty years, from 1926, she wrote a monthly 
article for ‘Garden Lover’, and she also wrote 
for ‘Your Garden’, ‘The Age’ garden page and 
the ‘Victorian Naturalist’. 


Miss Galbraith was a 
key participant in the 
meeting held in 
Morwell in February 
1960 to establish the 
Gippsland (later 
Latrobe Valley) Field 
Naturalists Club, and 
she was later awarded 
life membership. She 
was to take an 
important role in 


leading club 
excursions and 
conducting alpine field 
studies. Her 


involvement in the life 
of the Club over thirty 
or so years has been a 


key source of its 
development and 
growth. 


Jean’s awe of creation 
is paralleled by the 
awe in which many people held her. But it was 
not only awe, also admiration and fond 
appreciation of her willingness to share her 
knowledge, passion and love of nature. 
Through her work and her writings, for people 
onl ages, her circle of friends has been wide 
indeed. 


The Club extends sincere condolences to 
members of Jean’s family. Many of us were 
privileged to be present at the movingly 
beautiful service and committal in Traralgon on 


7 January. 
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NOTES FROM THE BOTANY GROUP 


If you have ever wondered what the Botany 
Group gets up to at their monthly meetings, 
then this occasional series should help to 
enlighten you. It is not intended to be akin 
to minutes of a meeting (heaven forbid!) but 
notes on a few items that have clicked in our 
memory to help identify plants. 


Most months we choose a family of plants 
and look at the similarities of the members, 
what distinguishes different species within 
the genera that make up that family and 
work through keys to identify collected 
specimens. However at our meeting on 3 
October at my house on Yarragon South 
Road, we elected to walk through the 30 
acres of bush on the front of the property. It 
is Mountain Ash (Eucalyptus regnans) 
forest with a series of wet gullies with 
numerous tree ferns. Over half has been 
logged but there are sections of regrowth of 
E. regnans and the rest has Silver Wattle 
(Acacia dealbata) or Hazel Pomaderris 
(Pomaderris aspera) as dominant species of 
regrowth. The old E. regnans reach to 60 
metres height and to 3.5 metres diameter. 
All have undergrowth and apart from the 
edges, there are surprisingly few weeds. The 
Group kindly offered to assist with a species 
list, so armed with a list from the Trafalgar 
Water Trust land we spent an hour and a 
half checking off plants on the Trust list. As 
was expected, there was almost complete 
concurrence in the two lists. 


One of the first plants we observed was 
Clematis - but which: species? We learnt that 
C. aristata (Common Clematis) has toothed 
margins on its leaves while 
gaudichaudiana (Forest Clematis) has entire 
margins and that despite what one of our 
reference books said about Forest Clematis 
preferring the tops of trees, we found it quite 
close to the ground. The flowers of both 
appear to be identical. Young plants of 
Clematis aristata have darker leaves with 
white veins compared with older plants and 
the underside of the leaf is purple. 


A surprise for me was the presence of 
Fieldia australis, a soft leaved climbing 
plant commonly on treeferns. Geoff and I 


have owned this property for 22 years and I 
have never noticed it before. Also a new 
patch of Maroon Greenhoods (Pterostylis 
pedunculata) which I have seen before 
elsewhere in the bush, together with a 
species of Helmet Orchid (only the single 
circular basal leaves remained) - which I had 
not. 


We collected two species of filmy ferns for 
identification over lunch. The small fronds of 
these ferns are found only in the most 
sheltered, damp places and are generally 
growing on tree ferns, often blanketting the 
trunk. As their name implies, the fronds are 
diaphanous being only two cells thick. One 
species, which we keyed out to be 
Hymenophyllum  flabellatum, has _ sori 
(sporangia bearing organs) at the tips of the 
pinna and enclosed like those of Maidenhair 
ferns, while the other was Polyphlebium 
venosum with vase shaped sori with a fine 
hairlike structure growing out of the ‘vase’ 
with sporangia attached. 


Banyalla (Pittosporum bicolor) abounds on 
the 30 acres as one of the understorey 
plants. There are no P. undulatum plants 
(Sweet Pittosporum) on our property but 
there are specimens growing about 1 km 
away. The Group looked at the Pittosporum 
sp. which is causing some interest among the 
professional botanists. It is thought to be 
either a P. undulatum/P. bicolor hybrid or a 
subspecies of P. undulatum - P. undulatum 
var. emmettii. Wendy Savage found the first 
specimen on the fenceline of our adjoining 
properties some months ago. Later we 
spotted a large tree, 12 - 14 metres high, and 
several smaller ones lower down the slope. 
However, this spring with the characteristic 
flush of light bright green whorls of new 
leaves, I have found another six plants, 
including an 8 metre specimen in the 30 
acres and another on the edge of Yarragon 
South Road about 1 km away. We have 
been asked to germinate seeds of the trees to 
see if they are fertile and breeding true to 
parental type, which I will do in the autumn. 
Pittosporum undulatum var. emmettii is 
found in Tasmania, on Wilsons Promontory 
and one specimen has been found at Erica. 
Our trees have leaves intermediate in 
appearance between Banyalla and Sweet 
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Pittosporum, flowers similar to but perhaps 
slightly more yellow than Sweet Pittosporum 
with a slight perfume (Sweet Pittosporum 
has a heavy, sickly sweet perfume while 
Banyalla has none). The fruit are 
indistinguishable from Banyalla but they fall 
off the tree rather than remaining attached as 
on Banyalla. Sweet Pittosporum fruit are 
more or less spherical, about 12 mm in 
diameter and are a pale orange. Banyalla 

it are oval, less than 1 cm long and 
yellow. It will be interesting to see what 
€ventuates from next season’s seeds. Watch 
this space! 


Jackie Tims 
OPENING OF JUNGADALE RESERVE 


The official opening of the Jungadale 
Conservation Reserve was held on Sunday 
9 November, on site at the corner of the 
Hyland Highway and the Grand Ridge Road 
at Carrajung. The Reserve was declared 
Open by Mr Peter McGauran, Minister for 
the Community and Federation. Some sixty 
people attended, including local government 
Tepresentatives, Australian Paper Plantations 
(APP) staff, | Conservation Reserve 
Association members and local residents. All 
Were welcomed by Secretary Mr Derek 
Amos, and President Mr Theo Morsink 
Outlined the community and APP effort 
behind the creation of the reserve. APP was 
Officially represented by its new regional 
Manager Mr John Cameron. 


Following the launch, all present enjoyed an 
€xcellent lunch provided courtesy of APP 
and the opportunity to stroll through the 
Teserve, suitably atmospheric following the 
Morning showers. 


Philip Rayment 


REPORT ON BUSINESS MEETING 
HELD 23.11.98 


Business Arising, 


Correspondence & 
General Business 


Nature Guide funding application, regional 
€ndorsement given. by Peter Kershaw, 


NR&E. Should apply to CMA or Shire if 
granted partial funding. 


Slide projector — Phil will get quote to repair 
it. 


Knob Reserve, Stratford ‘Walk Amongst the 
Wildflowers’ on Saturday 14 November 
attended by 9 members and many locals; led 
by Gail Gatt and Max James, to increase 
awareness of Reserve, and _ discuss 
management options. Plant list prepared by 
Thompsons circulated. 


Noojee Festival of the Forest to be held 
Saturday 6 February. Request that our club 
have a display; considered unsuitable as 
outdoors. Members may wish to attend. 


Conservation Matters 


Hazelwood EEC have acknowledged Rob 
deSouza-Daw as our rep and thanked John 
Larsen for his input. 


Australian Paper CCG — John Poppins has 
been proposed and accepted as our rep. 


Stradbroke Tourist Park being developed 
privately — request for plant and bird lists to 
develop displays/info for school groups etc. 
Suggest Botany Group March 13 1999. 


Latrobe Shire Roadside Management Plan 
comments submitted by Bon. 


Latrobe Shire Open Spaces draft. Bon has 
checked list relating to bush/conservation 
areas in her local area and made corrections. 
Will ask members in other areas to check 
list. 


JANE PURBRICK’S NEW ADDRESS 


Unit 3, 14 Florence Road 
Surrey Hills 3127 


#9899 7978 or 5122 1118 
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VFNCA AUTUMN CAMP 

Enjoy a March weekend of great excursions in 
the company of like-minded folk! 

WHEN 5-8 March 1999 

WHERE Camps Coorong and 


Coolamatong, Lake Victoria 
(15S minutes. south of 
Bairnsdale). 


COST The package $133 includes 
registration, accommodation 
and meals. 

BOOKING Mail booking fee of $40 pp, 


payable to Sale & District 
Field Naturalists Club, RMB 
4755, South Gippsland Hwy, 
Stradbroke 3851. 

SPRING CAMP | AT WILSON’S 


PROMONTORY | 


It was fitting that our Club should conduct 
its 1998 Spring camp at Wilson’s 
Promontory, thereby marking the centenary 
of the declaration of this wonderful national 
park. Some twenty-three members and 
friends arrived to stay in the comfortable, 
modern Arthur Lucas Lodge on_ the 
afternoon and evening of Friday 9 October. 
It was good to have some Bairnsdale FNC 
members join us for the weekend. 


Happily, the Field Naturalists Club of 
Victoria conducted a field research 
expedition over the same weekend, with 
most participants staying in the Baldwin 
Spencer Lodge, next door to our lodge. The 
FNCV warmly invited our members to join 
in their activities, including these: 


Spotlighting and Mammal Trap 
checking. Ray White led this Friday evening 
excursion in the Lilly Pilly Gully area. 


Aquatic Invertebrate Survey. Alena 
Glaister and Rhonda Butcher led this 
Saturday field excursion which included the 
Darby River flats. 


Saturday evening talks. A series of short 
talks was presented in the theatrette in the 
excellent Tidal River Visitors’ Centre. 
Rhonda Butcher spoke on_ biological 


monitoring of rivers and wetlands, M Lyons 
and C Handreck covered marine research at 
the Prom and John Seebeck addressed the 
subject of mammals. 


A good number of us accepted FNCV’s kind 
invitation to join them for dessert, coffee and 
a chat in their lodge after the talks. 


Turning to our own program, this was a 
glorious time to be at the Prom, in particular 
for the profusion of plants in flower. We 
conducted the following half-day excursions: 


Saturday morning — Lilly Pilly Gully 
Nature Walk. Such was the profusion of 
pulteneas and dillwynias, etc, that it seemed 
at first that some of our party might cover 
no more than a hundred metres from the car 
park! However many of us were able to 
complete the 5km circuit, enjoying the 
extended boardwalk loop through the Lilly 
Pilly, Swamp Gum and Rough Tree Fern 
habitat. 


Saturday afternoon: Squeaky Beach to 
Tidal River walk. We set off from Squeaky 
Beach car park, after a well-earned lunch, 
enjoying this superb coastal walk with its 
rock pools at the southern end of the beach. 
A highlight was the side-track to Pillar Point, 
notable for orchids in flower including the 
Bearded Greenhood Pterostylis plumosa, 
and Wallflower Orchid Diuris longifolia. 


Sunday morning: Walk to Windy Saddle. 
We completed the return walk from 
Telegraph Saddle to Windy Saddle, on the 
Sealers Cove track, enjoying the variation in 
vegetation, including the ‘wind-stunted 
growth on the saddle itself. Just to the east 
of the saddle, we teniatively identified a 
cluster of greenhoods as the Forked 
Greenhood. (No experts present!) 


Sunday afternoon: Sparkes Lookout. 
After lunch at Darby River, we walked to 
Sparkes Lookout from Darby saddle, 
enjoying the excellent coastal views south to 
Whisky Bay and west to Cape Liptrap. This 
walk is to be recommended at this time of 
year for its sheer diversity of plants in 
flower. 


rr 
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So ended a greatly rewarding Spring Camp: 
many of us had not previously had the 
Opportunity to visit the Prom at its Spring peak. 


Philip Rayment 


Wilson’s Prom in October was notable for its 
pea flowers. My first interesting pea observation 
came during a stop on the way down to Tidal 
River first afternoon. It was a low growing 
Scrambler with sparse, very small flowers — 
Pultenea tenuifolia — rather out of character for 
a Pultenea, whose common name is ‘Bush Pea’. 
Next day in the Lilly Pilly Gully car park there 
was another pea which defied my identification — 
a short erect plant with stiff narrow leaves 
Perpendicular to the stem. John Eichler of the 
FNCV identified it as Aotus ericoides Common 
Aotus. What a stroke of luck having our spring 
Camp coincide with theirs. 


John Seebeck’s talk on the introduction of non- 

local mammals to the Prom was good too — 

Pointing out the fallibility of some of our early 

Naturalists in this area, e.g. importing Tree 
angaroos from tropical Queensland! 


A third pea was for me easier to identify. A bush 
about a metre high covered with brilliant flowers 
and sporting a good array of spikes — more in 
number than leaves. It was the Gorse Bitter-pea 
Daviesia ulicifolia and was growing on the walk 
from Darby Saddle to Sparkes Lookout. 


Also of interest were the orchids. Most 
distinctive was the Bearded Greenhood 
Pterostylis barbata — with a very obvious yellow 
beard — seen on the way back from Squeaky 
Beach. Another nice one was the Veined Spider- 
Orchid Caladenia reticulata. It was 
distinguished by its ‘clubs’ on the sepals — a 
cylindrical portion on the ends, in this case deep 
red. 


Spring certainly is great floristically at the Prom. 
Ron Carey 


Elsie’s bird list for the weekend will appear in 
next month’s Naturalist. 
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Excursion to Sale Wetlands 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 
Meeting: Friday 26 February Alpine Flora of Western Canada — Ken Harris 


Excursion: Saturday 27 February Bunurong Intertidal Zone led by Margaret Rowe. Meet 
10.30am Inverloch Environment Centre for morning tea. 
See Business Meeting Report on page 2 for day’s itinerary. 


Bird Group Excursion: Monday 1 March to Hunter Reserve. Meet 10am at 
carpark. Contact: Elsie Coggan @ 5127 1857. 

Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following the club 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage @@ 5634 2246. 

AGM 26 MARCH 1999 See Business Meeting Report on page 2 for positions 
vacant and notice of motion. 

Meeting: Friday 26 March Aquatic Invertebrates — Terry Walker 

Excursion: Saturday 27 March Lake Tyers boat trip. Details to be announced. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK Contact: Jack Brooks @ 5623 1563 
FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton @ 5625 1293 
Next activity: Sunday 21 March — Track Construction into Mustering Flat. 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP Contact: Graeme Rowe ® 5662 2449 . 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre @ 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 


PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Pres/Sec.@ 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Centre &@ 5674 3738 
Next activity: Sunday 28 March — Powlett River Walk. Contact Sue Steward & 5678 0726. 


FRIENDS OF TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR CONSERVATION RESERVE 
Contacts: Gary Deane &@ 5174 1591 (Pres.) Steve Kurec & 5173 1491 (Shire Liaison Officer) 


HEYFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE COMMITTEE 
Contacts: Ron Kerr 5148 2575 (President). Wendy Rhodes @ 5148 3058 (Secretary) 


PLEASE NOTE — MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 
See inside back cover for details. 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 12 MARCH 
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NATIVE GARDEN AND NURSERY 


David Grant spoke at our October 1998 
meeting on the native plant nursery that he 
had run at Tyers for about 7 years and the 
native garden that was intertwined with the 
nursery. A feature of the garden was the pea 
gravel used as mulch, which was obtained 
from Maryvale Sand Quarry. This material 
complemented nicely the old railway sleepers 
that were used extensively in the 
landscaping. 


Most of David’s plant production was from 
Cuttings, in order to maintain superior forms 
and cultivars. About 10% was propagated 
from seed and about half of that from locally 
Collected indigenous seed. 


David also showed slides of some most 
attractive plants in his garden including: 
Astroloma ciliatum — a heath about 600mm 
high with bright red tube flowers tipped with 
green. 
Ptilotus obovatus — a similar sized bush with 
Silvery grey foliage and fluffy pink and grey 
lambstail’ flowers. 
Eremophila glabra — one of the Emu 
ushes, with contrasting grey foliage and 
showy orange flowers. 

orrea reflexa var. cardinalis — bright red 
bells with green tips. 

Grevillea “Carpet Queen’ — a prostrate form 
Of a well known cultivar, covered in gold 

Owers. 

P rostanthera rhylestonei — a rich purple 
Mint Bush. 

ersoonia pinifoli — a favourite of David 

ant — a large shrub with bright yellow 

Ower heads on the ends of the branches. 
Pacris reclinata — \ots of red flowers. 
€ptospermum nitidum “Copper Sheen’ — 
with copper coloured young foliage. 
€plospermum lanigerum var. 
Macrocarpum — with very large flowers for a 

Catree, 

Tlostemon verrucosus — the wax flower 
With massed flowers and subtle pink bud 
Colouring. 
~'lostemon verrucosus — double flowered 
rm — the double flowers are most 
appealing. . 

Cacia acinacea ‘Ruby Tips’ — a Wattle 
with nicely tinted new growth. 


Thomasia pigmeae — massed with pink 
flowers and hardy. 
Boronia “Telopea Valley Star’ — flowers 


develop different shades of pink as they age. 
Grevillea lanigera — Woolly Grevillea — 
possibly from Wilsons Promontory and 
covered in flowers - a rather neat low bush. 


Several members expressed their sadness 
that the nursery had recently closed, to 
enable David to pursue a career that was not 
so demanding of his weekend time. 


Ron Carey 


PLANTS ON EXCURSION TO BALD 
HILLS — TARWIN LOWER 28.11.98 


The tiny violet was Viola cleistogamoides as 
it had flower stalks less than 3mm long, 
usually shorter than or only just exceeding 
the leaves. Petals less than 4mm _ long, 
corolla cream often with a purple tinge 
towards the centre, lower petal about 1mm 
wide, linear to oblong. 


Mitrasacme pilosa, the Hairy Mitrewort, 
was a plant with little white four-petalled 
flowers and alternate leaves that grew up 
between the undergrowth. 


Juncus homalocaulis, the Wire-leaf Rush, 
was the little plant approximately 14cm high 
with brown sheaths on the culms. It did not 
belong to the Restio family but was a rush. 
A difference between the Restio family and 
the Juncus family is that the Restio family 
has unisexual flowers on separate male and 
female plants and most of the Juncus family 
have bisexual flowers and rarely unisexual 
flowers on male and female plants. 


Bon Thompson 
THE WONDERS OF NATURE 


We all wonder at the marvels of nature — 
plant flowers designed, often quite 
intricately, to attract a specific pollinator and 
needing a knowledge of the pollinator’s 
physical size, shape, choice of food and 
habits. Aquatic creatures that never know 
their parents but are equipped with the 
knowledge to live as only their species do. 


SS 
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Birds that leave the nest when a few days old 
but mature to mate and build a nest precisely 
architected as the one they hatched in. 


What amazing knowledge is stored in such 
tiny brains. 


However, the most spectacular activity that I 
remember was not long after Blue Rock 
Dam was completed and stocked with trout. 
I was fishing from the bank when a large 
dark coloured dragonfly flew past me and 
out over the water. It was flying very quickly 
on a straight course about a foot above the 
lake. It was 20 or 30 yards out when a trout 
of around 12 or 13 inches rose and cleanly 
took its quarry. His tail was clearly fully 
above the water. 


I still wonder how the trout planned and 
executed such a fantastic feat. How far away 
was the dragonfly when he first saw it? How 
fast was it flying? How far would it take to 
generate enough speed for the leap? How 
did he allow for the significant bend in his 
line of vision at the water-air interface to so 
accurately determine the true point of 
impact? It would have taken me many 
minutes with pen and paper and a lot of 
guessing to get even an approximate 
estimate — so many variables to consider... 


He was still a young fish — did he learn from 
experience or had he an inherited ability 
suited for his habitat and his appetite? 


Ron Court 


HELD 111.99 aS 


General Meetings & Excursions 


Friday 26 February: Alpine Flora of 
Western Canada — Ken Harris. 


Saturday 27 February: Bunurong Intertidal 
Zone led by Margaret Rowe. Meet 10.30am 
Inverloch Environment Centre for morning 
tea. Leave llam for Screw Creek short 
walk. Lunch 12.30 at Environment Centre. 
Rockpooling 1.30-3pm Bunurong Marine 
Park. Possible option afterwards Flat Rocks 


fossil site. Bring shoes with good grip that 
can get wet, sunscreen and insect repellent. 
Friday 26 March: AGM. Aquatic 
Invertebrates — Terry Walker 


Saturday 27 March: Lake Tyers Boat Trip 
Finance — Balance 


General A/c $632.73. Cash Management 
Trust $8700.26 (Investment $2109.60 and 
Conservation $6590.66) 


Notice of motion for AGM: Subscriptions 
for 1999-2000 will be Family $30, Single 
$22, Naturalist/Junior $15. The magazine 
component of membership will be $15. 


Business Arising, General Business & 
Correspondence 


Slide projector seems to be working; will do 
nothing at this stage. Quotes for new 
projector range from $429-$490. 

Yallourn Energy Maryvale Field EES — full 
draft of EES for Maryvale Project; need 
volunteer to read Environment section for 
comment. 

Birds Australia Atlas — Bird Group will send 
data for each month’s venue. 

Suggest Club purchase a memorial for Jean 
Galbraith for the garden at Dunedin such as 
garden seat, birdbath, etc. and meet for 
afternoon tea at Dunedin to present it. Will 
discuss at GM and consult with present 
owner. 

1999 brochure 
distributed. 
VFNCA committee request we consider 
hosting the March campout in 2001. 

AGM - positions vacant are President, Vice 
President Nol, Assistant Secretary and 
Treasurer. Secretary will be absent April- 
June, and Assistant Secretary April-May. 


prepared and to be 


Conservation Matters 


Stradbroke Tourist Park request for plant 
and bird lists to develop displays/info for 
school groups etc; suggest Botany Group 13 
March 1999. 


LaTrobe Shire meeting of community 
groups attended by B and O Thompson. 
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Request for a rep. on a liaison group to be 
formed. 


LaTrobe Shire Public Space Policy draft — 
Our response noted omissions and 
alterations. 


GUEST SPEAKER FOR MARCH ~ 


Terry Walker — Aquatic Invertebrates. Terry 
Is an aquatic biologist who completed his 
PhD in Tasmania on marine and estuarine 
Systems, and has worked in Antarctica on 
freshwater planktons. Terry’s talk on aquatic 
Invertebrates will deal with the types of 
Organisms in freshwater rivers and lakes in 
the local area, their taxonomy, biology and 
the required stream conditions. 


On a decidedly warm Sunday 17 January, 
four Club members took part in a wild- 
flower walk on the Baw Baw Plateau, led by 
Members of the Friends of Baw Baw 
National Park. The excursion was part of the 
Program for the Geelong FNC summer 
Camp, based at Baw Baw village. It was 
800d also to have in the group of walkers 

athie and Peter Strickland, authors of the 
Tecently published field guide to the 
Plateau’s sub-alpine flora. 


One group started out from the St Gwinear 
Carpark just after 9.30 am, walking over the 
t St Gwinear summit to join the Alpine 
Walking Track and then proceeding via the 
it St Phillack summit to the West Tanjil 
ver. Here we met up with the Geelong 
8toup, who had walked from the village, for 
4 well-earned lunch. 


Friends Group member Alan McMahon led 
the St Gwinear group. Not far from the 
Carpark, he drew our attention to the 
Tingaringy Gum Eucalyptus glaucescens, 
Ound otherwise much further east, near the 
Victoria-NSW border. We strolled through 
€nse colourful carpets of Grass Trigger 
lant Stylidium graminifolium, Silver Daisy 
Celmisia spp and Alpine Podolepis P. 
TObusta. Orchids seen in flower included the 

€en Bird Orchid Chiloglottis cornuta and 


(to Alan’s surprise in this location) a 
beautiful cluster of the Common Bird Orchid 
C. gunnii; also the Mauve Leek Orchid 
Prasophyllum  suttonii, the Alpine 
Greenhood Prerostylis alpina, and masses of 
the Veined Sun-orchid Thelymitra cyanea, 
particularly in boggy areas. The wet rocky 
sites displayed such plants a Mountain 
Clubmoss Lycopodium fastigatum, 
Mountain Baeckia B. utilis, Alpine Daisy- 
bush Olearia algida and Alpine Bottlebrush 
Callistemon pityoides. The small flowers of 
the Creeping Fan-flower Scaevola hookeri 
was as ever a delightful find. 


Past the summit of Mt St Gwinear, two 
prominent plants were the ‘sticky’ Scaly 
Everlasting Ozothamnus hookeri, and the 
Dusty Daisy-bush Olearia phlogopappa. 
Alan drew our attention to the prostrate 
Alpine Ballart Exocarpus nanus which we 
might otherwise have missed! 


After lunch, Alan gave a brief talk on the 
botanical significance of _ the plateau, 
stressing its high proportion of Sphagnum 
bogs and wet alpine heathlands. We then 
divided into two groups, one heading for 
Currawong Flat, the other for Pauciflora 
Flat. The latter group soon discovered that 
the price to be paid for a pleasant lunch 
break was some gentle scrub-bashing! Once 
down on the Flat, we found some of the 
Sphagnum to be quite bleached in 
appearance; there were more masses of the 
Veined Sun-orchid, and large colonies of the 
Swamp Daisy Brachyscome obovata. A 
good many gentians were in bud, soon to 
flower. Peter Strickland pointed out the 
Creeping Coprosma C. perpusilla, with its 
erect style branches, creeping over rocks, 
and the Spreading Clubmoss LZ. scariosum, 
creeping over the Sphagnum bogs, with its 
seed heads visible. There were some 
tadpoles to be seen in the pools in the bogs — 
probably too much to hope they would turn 
out to be Baw Baw Frogs! 


Escaping the oppressive humidity of the Flat, 
we returned to the West Tanjil River lunch- 
spot to thank our leaders for a terrific 
excursion and to make our farewells. It was 
indeed a full day, with some fifteen 
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kilometres of walking and much to enjoy 
along the way. 


Philip Rayment 
BIRD NOTES 


Recently Ollie and I saw a juvenile Fantail 
Cuckoo following a pair of Yellow-rumped 
Thornbills everywhere they flew. Of course 
even the juvenile cuckoo was much larger 
than the Thornbills. We thought at first that 
the cuckoo may have intended to attack the 
Thornbills but realised that it must have been 
reared in the Thornbills’ nest. Apparently the 
Thornbills had had enough of the cuckoo as 
they took no notice of it at all and certainly 
didn’t appear to be interested in feeding it. 


Bon Thompson 


HAZELWOOD ie ~- POWER 
ENVIRONMENTAL — REVIEW 
COMMEFTEE: = 


As the recently appointed Field Naturalists 
representative on the Hazelwood Power 
Environmental Review Committee, I 
attended the official commissioning of the 
Hazelwood Power's cooling tower. The new 
$1.1m cooling tower is located on the 
Yinnar Road just south of the Hazelwood 
Cemetery and was commissioned on 17 
December 1998. 


The Hazelwood Power Station uses water 
from the Hazelwood Pondage to condense 
the steam being exhausted from the station's 
eight turbines. The other Latrobe Valley 
brown coal fired power stations utilise 
cooling towers for this purpose. The 
Pondage was built by damming Eel Hole 
Creek, a tributary of the Morwell River. 
Water from the Pondage overflows into a 
spillway to the Creek. 


The EPA licence for the station requires 
Hazelwood Power to limit the temperature 
of the water being discharged from the 
Pondage. As from 1 January 1999 the 
temperature of the water entering the 
Morwell River is not to be raised more than 


4 °c from December to March and 6C 
from April to November. The aim is to 


ensure the temperature of the water entering 


Eel Hole Creek is around 16°C to 17 C. 
Consequently the new forced draught 
cooling tower was built for the purpose of 
reducing the discharged temperature of the 
water entering Eel Hole Creek from the 
Pondage. 


The new cooling tower is 15 metres high and 
35 metres long and construction was 


completed in November 1998. It is intended 
to plant trees and shrubs to lessen the visual 
impact of the cooling tower from Yinnar 
Road. 


The new Hazelwood Power cooling tower, 
Yinnar Road 

Photo from Jumbunna pl. Vol.4 No.13 
24/11/98 


Keith Hamilton, the member for Morwell, at 
the official commissioning pushed the button 
to operate the cooling tower. Mr Hamilton 
stated he was pleased to see the co- 
operation between Hazelwood Power, the 
EPA and the local community. 


I have not been a member of the Hazelwood 
Power Environment Review Committee long 
enough to appreciate the background of this 
development. Consequently I am uncertain 
why the EPA imposed this licence restriction 
on Hazelwood Power, given the fact 
discharge water from the Hazelwood 
Pondage has been flowing into Eel Hole 
Creek for over 30 years. (The previous EPA 
requirement on the temperature of the water 
being discharged from the Pondage was less 
stringent). 
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The construction and operation of cooling 
tower has been promoted by Hazelwood 
Power as an environmental project. I am 
uncertain at this point in time how our flora 
and fauna and the general environment will 
benefit from this project. Perhaps during 
1999, this will become apparent. 


Rob de Souza-Daw 
LVEN representative 
HP Environmental Review Committee 


BIRD LIST FOR WILSONS PROM 
OCTOBER 9-11 1998 


Emu Golden Whistler 
Pacific Black Duck Rufous Whistler 
Whistling Kite Grey Shrikethrush 
rsh Harrier Grey Fantail 
Dusky Moorhen Willie Wagtail 
Sooty Oystercatcher Eastern Whipbird 
Masked Lapwing Fairy Wren Superb 
Silver Gull White-browed Scrubwren 
Pacific Gull Brown Thornbill 
Gang-gang Cockatoo Buff-rumped Thornbil! 
Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Striated Thornbill 
alah White-throated Treecreeper 
King Parrot Red Wattlebird 
Ground Parrot Brush Wattlebird 


Crimson Rosella 
Eastern Rosella 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo 


Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
New Holland Honeyeater 
Eastern Spinebill 


Golden Bronze-cuckoo Silvereye 
Boobook Ow! Red-browed Firetail 
Kookaburra Starling 
Welcome Swallow Magpie 
Blackbird Pied Currawong 
Yellow Robin Grey Currawong 

hrike-tit Australian Raven 
Elsie Coggan 


WHERE HAVE ALL THE REGENT 
HONEYEATERS GONE? 


Once occurring in flocks of thousands in the 
Woodlands and forests on either side of the 
teat dividing range, Regent Honeyeaters 
ave undergone a dramatic decline over the 
Past 50 years orso. It isthought that less than 
1500 of these flashy black, white and gold 
Irds sirvive, with possibly less than 100 in 

Ictoria, making it one of this state’s most 
Wanted birds. 


Like many endangered species the principal 
Cause for this dramatic decline is thought to 


be habitat loss, fragmentation and reduction 
in quality. The loss of box and ironbark 
woodlands on the western slopes of the 
range, in particular, has had a major impact 
on Regent Honeyeaters. 


They are mobile birds, searching for patches 
of box and ironbark trees that produce high 
volumes of nectar. This behaviour makes it 
an elusive and difficult bird to study. 
However, each spring they generally return 
to a few remaining and favoured areas to 
breed. The last remaining major breeding site 
in Victoria is around Chiltern. 


Each year following breeding the Regent 
Honeyeaters leave these breeding areas and 
disappear. It is hoped that this summer will 
be the year when we finally discover where 
these elusive birds go. The few reports 
received suggest that the birds may move 
along watercourses and visit gardens in 
search of much needed nectar. 


The Regent Honeyeater Recovery Team is 
seeking assistance in helping find these birds. 
All records of Regent Honeyeaters, 
regardless of where and when are important. 
Information obtained will assist in increasing 
our understanding of where and how these 
birds utilize the remaining remnants of our 
woodlands. Anyone locating these birds 
should contact David Geering, the Regent 
Honeyeater Recovery Coordinator @ 
Freecall 1800 621 056. It is important that 
reports be passed on as soon as possible in 
order to maximise the information that can 
be obtained from these records. 


PITTOSPORUMS 


In the January LV Naturalist, I read with 
interest Jackie Tims’ references to 
Pittosporum varieties. This group is no 
stranger to me. The one that is neither 
undulatum nor bicolor was first found in the 
Warragul area on the Darnum-Allambee 
Road, on the way to what is now the 
MtWorth State Park just before the road 
starts the real climb up to McDonalds Track, 
when Warragul FNC members’ were 
checking the roadside vegetation remnants 
of the original forests in the 1960’s. It 
occurs too, in the deep bush of the Park 
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itself, also in Glen Nayook right beside the 
pathway near the exit, so it may be 
concluded that it was all through those 
forests. My observations over the years have 
confirmed a belief in the idea that it is a 
species in its own right. 


It intrigued me because it was so different 
from either of the listed species. The leaves 
were consistently different, as were the 
flowers. The herbarium identified it as "a 
presumed hybrid between undulatum and 
bicolor, their leaves sometimes favoring one 
parent or the other.” However, in my 
experience this is not borne out, rather 
bicolor leaves are sometimes bigger and 
wider than normal especially in young plants. 
The flowers were neither white and strongly 
perfumed, nor bicolored, but the buds have 
attractively pink tips and when open are a 
lovely milky-white color. I have never 
detected any perfume from them when I 
checked for it. The fruiting differences 
between the three as cited are another 
positive indication of its true identity. 


The latest information I have on the subject 
came on 29 September 1985. On our way to 
the Club excursion following the meeting at 
which Dr Jim Willis was the speaker, we 
detoured to collect some specimens and 
when they were shown to him, the penny 
dropped — he exclaimed “Ah! That is 
Pittosporum undulatum var. emmettii\ It 
was believed to be confined to Tasmania but 
it has since been found in the Otways, and 
now, here.” The naming was in honour of a 
noted long-lived bushwalker in Tasmania. 


All the evidence I have acquired seems to 
suggest that the original misidentification 
could have been based on wrong information 
and may persist in that, to the experts who 
started out with a careless mistake, 
undulatum must be retained and therefore 
emmettii must be a “variety” only. I expect 
that time will clear up this minor non-sense 


Jack Brooks 


A CAL TAL 


From the Shepparton Adventure Club 
Newsletter. 


It seems that a Senate sub-committee was 
formed to investigate why the cat population 
in Shepparton was growing at an alarming 
rate. 


After extensive fieldwork by State 
Government Inspectors, suspicion was 
focussed on a large ginger tomcat. He was a 
likeable ‘moggy’ so rather than put him 
down, they took him to the vet. This solved 
the problem but only for a few months, after 
which the cat population again soared. 


The sub-committee was reformed and, 
following old trails, they found the same cat 
sitting on a beer carton, lecturing a circle of 
admiring young toms. 


The moral is obvious, “When you have the 
desire and the knowledge, but lack the 
essentials, become a consultant.” 


THE TRACK DWARES - 


This is the name of the team of seven from 
Tracks N.T. who built the recently opened 
track at Wilsons Promontory which links the 
Lighthouse with Waterloo Bay. 


The 7.6km low-impact walking track takes 
walkers through 23 vegetation communities, 
past several Aboriginal cultural sites and 
offers breathtaking views of the Lighthouse, 
Waterloo Bay and several of the Bass Strait 
islands. 


Local materials were used to build rock 
bridges, retaining walls, steps and water bars 
and the track has been carefully aligned to 
minimise visual and environmental intrusion. 
Care was taken when removing any 
vegetation to ensure that landscape scarring 
was kept to a minimum. 


From Canopy — a newsletter produced by 
Parks Victoria, Volume 2, Number 5. 
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Club: Contact: - Meeting: 

Latrobe Valley Secretary 7.30 pm on the fourth Friday of 

FNC Inc. Mrs W Savage each month at the Moe 
LVENC Inc. Community Health Centre, 
PO Box 1205 Fowler Street 
Morwell 3840 Moe Vic. 3825 
@ 5634 2246 
Assistant Secretary 
Mr R Carey 
@ 5628 5203 

Sale FNC Mrs Betty Jarvis 8 pm on the first Friday of each 
64 Powerscourt St month at Room 13, Continuing 
Maffra 3860 Education Centre, Raymond St. 
@ 51472151 Sale Vic 3850 

Bairnsdale FNC Inc. Mrs Pat Tratt 8 pm on the third Friday of each 
P.O. Box 563 month at Noweyung, 84 Goold 
Bairnsdale 3875 Street, Bairnsdale 3875 
# 5156 2683 
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Due March 31st. Please forward to Hon. Treasurer © Mr Bruce Adams 
(Cheques made payable to LVFNC Inc) 7 Lorikeet Place 
Traralgon 3844 


Naturalist: $15, Family: $29, Single Member: $21, Junior Member: $15 

Half fees apply for those joining after 31 August. 

Latrobe Valley Naturalist is the official publication of the Latrobe valley Field Naturalist 
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Brief contributions and short articles on any aspect of natural history are invited from 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 

Meeting: Friday 26 March Aquatic Invertebrates — Terry Walker 

Excursion: SUNDAY 28 March Lake Tyers Boat Trip. Meet Lake Tyers jetty 10am for trip 
10.30-2.30. Don’t forget sunscreen and insect repellent. 

Bird Group Excursion: Monday 5 April to Traralgon Railway Reservoir 
Conservation Reserve. Meet 10am in Bank Street over the 
railway line opposite the Golf Course. Contact: Elsie 
Coggan @ 5127 1857. 


Botany Group: Meets on the moming of the Saturday following the club 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage @ 5634 2246. 
Meeting: Friday 23 April Peregrine Falcons — Victor Hurley 


Excursion: SATURDAY 24 April Strzelecki Forests — Julie Constable and Kim Devenish. 
Meet 10am at Boolarra Rail Trail Reserve. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK Contact: Jack Brooks @ 5623 1563 
FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris @ 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton 5625 1293 
Next activity: Sunday 16 May — Blackberry removal along AAWT, Mushroom Rocks. 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP Contact: Graeme Rowe @ 5662 2449 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre & 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 


PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Pres/Sec.@ 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Centre & 5674 3738 
Next activity: Sunday 28 March — Powlett River Walk. Contact Sue Steward & 5678 0726. 


SES Bas eS ok SAC a en Ae Pe i on a Fae los 
FRIENDS OF TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR CONSERVATION RESERVE 
Contacts: Gary Deane # 5174 1591 (Pres.) Steve Kurec @ 5173 1491 (Shire Liaison Officer) 


HEYFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE COMMITTEE 
Contacts: Ron Kerr &@ 5148 2575 (President). Wendy Rhodes & 5148 3058 (Secretary) 


_ PLEASE NOTE — MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 
See inside back cover for details. ; 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 9 APRIL 


Issue No. 418 March 1999 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist 


Tarwin Lower Cemetery is often a good 
place for orchids, but this time we were late 
for some orchids — dried up flowers of an 
Acianthus sp. and Pterostylis concinna Trim 
Greenhood were found — and we were early 
for Hyacinth Orchids which were just 
Shooting. The only orchids in flower were a 
few Common Bird Orchids Chiloglottis 
gunnii. Among the more noticeable plants 
was Hibbertia procumbens Spreading 
Guinea-flower which was only in small 
clumps but had quite large bright yellow 
flowers. We also noticed another of the 
genus, H. acicularis, with its characteristic 
Slightly prickly foliage. It was a day of paired 
Species with two native irises also — 
Patersonia longiscapa with long flower 
Stalks and P. glabrata with short stems. 
There were two Dianellas, the broad-leaved 
D. tasmanica and D. revoluta in full flower 
With deep blue star-like florets. There were 
also a couple of Riceflowers Pimelia humilis 
in flower, and the taller P. Jinifolia, just 
finished flowering. (We were told to identify 
P. humilis by the hairy floral tube.) 


A touch of pink was introduced by the 
Presence of Tetratheca pilosa, differentiated 
by its calyx lobes being not turned back. An 
teresting but visually insignificant plant 
Was the Tiny Violet Viola sieberiana whose 
€xtremely small flowers had such small 
Petals that they hardly protruded from the 
Calyx. Pea flowers were represented by a 
Parrot Pea Dillwynia glaberrima with its 
long stalked, broad aspect, yellow and red 
flowers at the branch ends. Another plant 
like the violet, with very small flowers, was 
Poranthera microphylla — known in the club 
as the “little plant with a big name”. It has 
Umbels of tiny tubular white flowers. The 
botanical investigations were slightly 


curtailed by a sharp shower half way 
through. 


Ron Carey 


Following lunch in Tarwin Lower, we 
proceeded to the Bald Hills Wetland 
Reserve, a few kilometres to the south-east 
of the town. The inverted commas in the title 
reflect the fact that the lagoons were almost 
completely dry, hence there were no water 
birds to speak of. However the’ cloudy, 
windy day was quite good for observing 
birds of the bushland. One highlight was the 
opportunity to watch a pair of Satin 
Flycatchers around their nest, and we had a 
magnificent view of a Golden Whistler. 
There was evidence of recent Black 
Cockatoo activity on a damaged eucalypt 
trunk, although this bird is not on our list for 
the reserve. Other sightings included three 
honeyeaters, the White-eared, White-naped 
and Yellow-faced, and a Striated Pardalote 
(well, heard anyway!) 


Philip Rayment 


General Meetings & Excursioas 


Friday 26 March: AGM. Aquatic 
Invertebrates — Terry Walker 


Sunday 28 March: Lake Tyers Boat Trip. 
Meet Lake Tyers jetty 10am for trip 10.30- 
2.30. 


Friday 23 April: Peregrine Falcons — Victor 
Hurley 
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Saturday 24 April: Strzelecki Forests — 
Julie Constable and Kim Devenish. Meet 
10am at Boolarra Rail Trail Reserve. Please 
note that this excursion has been swapped 
with the Lake Tyers boat trip — hence the 
change of day from the original program. 


Finance — Balance 

General A/c $557.32. Cash Management 
Trust $8898.82 (Investment $2308.00 and 
Conservation $6590.82) 

Notice of motion for AGM: That we 
determine membership subs at January BM 
so it can be placed in Naturalist prior to 
AGM. 


Business Arising, General Business & 
Correspondence 

VFNCA March camp in 2001 — support 
given at GM. Phil will contact Rawson 
Village to see if that venue is available. 
LaTrobe Shire - Community Groups Liaison 
meeting Madge Vinnell will be our rep and 
attend the Moe meetings. 

West Gippsland CMA -— _ Regional 
Vegetation Plan — Jackie Tims to be our rep. 
Jean Galbraith memorial discussed at GM. 
Should be permanent and low maintenance, 
eg bird bath, metal garden seat. Write to the 
Archbolds with suggestion. 

LaTrobe Shire considering Botany 
Scholarship for Jean Galbraith, requesting 
ideas, Concept supported with 
recommendations it’ go to a Gippsland or 
former resident who is entering 3% year 
botany at any appropriate Victorian 
university. Jackie and Phil will contact 
botany departments and draft letter. 

Friends of Baw Baw request assistance with 
Tiger Quoll survey Sunday 21 March in 
North and South Cascades areas setting up 
hair tubes. Requires couple of km bush 
bashing to reach location. 

AGM planning — positions vacant are 
President, VP nol, Assistant Secretary and 


Treasurer. Secretary will be absent April- 
June, and Assistant Secretary April-May. 
Weed infestation in Morwell River wetland 
area south of highway near Gippsland Water 
sign — Rob deSouza-Daw suggests we write 
requesting they control the weeds. L Long 
and the Thompsons will investigate the area 
to decide action. 

Willow removal around Morwell-Traralgon 
area — Rob deSouza-Daw suggests we write 
to Express to counter the recent publicity 
condemning this practice. Committee 
members believe both sides of issue have 
been well covered with subsequent counter 
letters. j 

Rail Trail through Dawson Reserve — 
concen by Sale FNC that recent 
development of trail will allow stock access 
to reserve if gates on trail are not closed. 
Suggest Reserve should be fenced along 
both sides of trail. Bon will provide key 
points for letter. 


Conservation Matters 


Stradbroke Tourist Park request for plant 
and bird lists — will be done by Botany group 
on March 13. 

Hazelwood wetlands submission prepared by 
Rob deSouza-Daw, with input from J 
Blucher and the Thompsons. 

Greening Australia request for information 
re seed collection for Yallourn Energy 
revegetation. 

Maryvale Field EES — Bon has prepared key 
points. 

Utilization of Flora and Fauna discussion 
paper — Bon commented informally and 
provided list of relevant local organizations 
as contacts. 


Victor Hurley — Peregrine Falcons. Victor iS 
the coordinator of the Victorian Peregrine 
Project, and is based at DNR&E at Mildura. 
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This project was established in 1991 and 
involves over 200 people across Victoria 
who are involved in monitoring the peregrine 
falcons. Its basic aims are to raise 
community awareness, determine _ their 
Current conservation status and nesting 
requirements, and better improve species 
Management. It is the largest peregrine 
monitoring program in Australia with 660 
birds banded. Field naturalists and bird 
watchers are keenly sought to assist the 
Project in the Gippsland area to locate 
Nesting sites in tree hollows. 


LDR 


I reported earlier of a visit by Helmut 
Toelken, a botanist from the State 
Herbarium of South Australia, who is 
Making a special study of the genus 
Hibbertia, and who was very interested in 
the Hibbertias beside the track that leads to 
the Moondarra Dam. He has recently 
Published a proposed reclassification of the 
A. aspera-empetrifolia group and I thought 
would attempt a brief interpretation of the 
Téclassification as it might affect us in central 
Gippsland, unfortunately not as easy a task 
as T had thought. 


The main diagnostic feature used to separate 
Our Hibbertias appears to be the type of 
Vestiture, or hairs. ‘Stellate’ hairs refers to 
Stoups of hairs radiating from one base (like 
the rays from a star) and ‘simple’ hairs arise 
Singly from the base. ‘Appressed’ hairs are 
Simple hairs that thet tend to lie down. 


Two of the named species present in our 
atea have been kept, although redefined. 
They are H. empetrifolia and H. aspera. H. 
mpetrifolia is known to me as a rather wiry 
Spreading small shrub with small pale yellow 
Owers and small, well-spaced leaves: 
rding to Toelken’s paper it has 4 to 7 


stamens usually; and it has simple hairs, if 
any, on the lower calyx, and generally short, 
hooked, simple hairs on the undersurface of 
leaves, with a few stellate hairs on the lower 
part of the central leaf vein. 


H. aspera on the other hand, has to me, a 
woollier leafier appearance, especially the 
undersurface of the leaves. Per Toelken, it 
has stellate hairs distributed generally over 
the leaf undersurface, not just on the central 
vein. H. aspera has usually 4 to 6 stamens — 
similar to H. empetrifolia. . 


Toelken’s new species for our district, 
although not uncommon apparently, is H. 
appressa. My understanding of it is that it 
should be more like H. empetrifolia than H. 
aspera — more scattered and smaller foliage 
and not woolly. Toelken distinguishes it by 
long simple hairs on the lower calyx, that are 
usually appressed. The leaves of H. appressa 
have no stellate hairs, unlike H. empetrifolia 
which has a few stellate hairs on the central 
vein. Another important diagnostic is the 
number of stamens - H. appressa has usually 
8 to 12 (c.f. H. empetrifolia 4 to 7). 


Helmut has described another new species, 
H. hirticalyx, which occurs in Victoria only 
at Wilson’s Promontory. I think we 
encountered it during our Spring 798 camp 
on the Sealers Cove Track, before reaching 
Windy Saddle. It is a larger plant — up to 3m 
high. Leaves appeared to be larger and 
woollier even than H. aspera. According to 
Toelken it has spreading, simple hairs over 
stellate hairs. It usually has 8 tc.12 stamens. 


Three other species of Helmut’s 
classification occur in Victoria. 4. 
pallidiflora — with small nodding flowers — 
just appears in the far west. H. truncata is 
near Port Campbell, and H. notabilis just 
reaches eastern Victoria from southern 
NSW. 
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It was quite a novel experience interacting 
with Helmut Toelken and taking him out to 
see the plants at Tyers, but the crunch came 
later when confronted with the 54 page 


paper. 


Ron Carey 


The weekend of 22-24 January was to prove 
a wonderful time to be in the high country 
north of Gelantipy, with the grassy snow- 
gum woodlands verdant after good spring 
rains. Some fifteen Latrobe Valley and 
Bairnsdale FNC members and_ friends 
gathered at Karoonda Park on the Friday 
evening for a program of well-planned 
excursions led by James Turner. Our base 
camp was excellent: the houses had been 
extensively refurbished since our 1991 visit, 
and we all enjoyed a good Saturday evening 
meal together, in the capable hands of Judi 
and Paul Sykes. 


Saturday. On Saturday morning, James led 
our convoy north from camp, on to the 
Jindabyne road and then the Benambra road, 
heading towards the Cobberas. It was a 
beautiful morning with drifts of fog making 
mystic lakes in the valleys, and the blue- 
topped ranges peeping above. The trees 
along the way were mainly eucalypts... 
including Eucalyptus rubida with their 
occasional splashes of carmine red on 
smooth barked trunks and, at higher 
elevation, the snow gums or White Sallee E. 
pauciflora. 


Our first stop was at Wombargo Creek, a 
tributary of the Little River: the creek was 
flowing rapidly. We explored the woodland 
of White Sallee and Candlebark, enjoying a 
display of orchids and other plants in flower. 
Orchids found included the 


Sickle | 


Greenhood Prerostylis furcata, an Onion 
Orchid Microtis sp., P. rufa, the Summer 
Greenhood P. decurva with its red markings 
and - Beauglehole’s Midge = Orchid 
Prasophyllum beaugleholei. The small 
Boronia B. nana was quite widespread here. 
The River Lomatia L. myricoides was 
attractive, growing in a well-sheltered spot 
near the creek. James drew our attention to 
the rare Anchor-plant Discaria pubescens 
growing on a rocky slope, with its long 
opposite spines. 


Our second stop was just a few kilometres 
further on, at a site above the Little River. 
We found a fascinating Huntsman Spider 
web in a split rock near the cars. Interesting 
plants here included the striking Tall Lobelia 
L. gibbosa, the Long Podolepis P. 
hieracoides and the Austral Toadflax 
Thesium australe, with its minute white 
flowers, now an endangered species. We 
also examined the Pale-fruit Ballart 
Exocarpus Sstrictus with its ‘stone outside 
lilac fruit’ very apparent. We also recorded 
more of the Anchor-plant noted earlier. Lyn 
Turner found an Alpine Water Skink beside 
the road as we walked back to our cars. 


We next drove on to Wild Dog Flat, near the 
summit of Mt Wombargo, for a rainy lunch 
at around 1400m altitude. Exploring the flat 
afterwards, the Birds Nest Fungi were 
attractive under the magnifying lens. 


At one point during the afternoon, James 
stopped at a ‘river’ of rock on the high side 
of the road which was particularly 
interesting to those of us with a geological 
bent. : 


Sunday. Sunday morning saw us heading 
east from the Wulgulmerang area on the 
Bonang-Gelantipy Road, along the northern 
edge of the Snowy River National Park. 
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Our first stop was at the Little River Falls, 
carrying a good flow from recent rains. 
These falls with three drops, one of 31m, are 
at the head of the gorge carved by the Little 
River above its junction with the Snowy 
River. The river descends over 600m in its 
14km journey to that junction. Of the many 
plants seen along the track to the falls 
lookout, we note a magnificent Hyacinth 
Orchid Dipodium punctatum and a Digger’s 
Speedwell Veronica perfoliata with its spray 
of blue-mauve flowers and its pairs of blue- 
green leaves with bases joined around the 
Stem. 


We then drove the short distance to the 
walking track to the Little River Gorge 
lookout. Near the cars were many specimens 
of the Grey Daisy Ozothamnus 
obscordatum, soon to flower. James pointed 
Out the shrub Kybean Wattle Acacia 
kybeanensis, of isolated distribution in 
Eastern Victoria and the NSW Tablelands. 
At the gorge, we enjoyed the view afforded 
from a new lookout platform of the 
Spectacular scree slope on the opposite wall 
and of the Wulgulmerang Creek plunging 
300m to join the Little River in the bottom 
of the gorge. This is a site of considerable 
&eomorphological significance in Victoria; 
the gorge is 4km long and up to 500m deep. 
The volcanic rock of the gorge walls has 
Many fracture lines, which will widen 
through weathering.’ 


Most of us took the opportunity to travel on 
to the spectacular MacKillop Bridge over 
the Snowy River, near its junction with the 
Deddick River. We enjoyed lunch here, and 
Tather more paddling and relaxing than 
Otanising in the, by then, very warm 
Onditions. But to conclude mention must be 
Made of an exciting find beside the road 
West of the bridge, the Yellow (Green) 
Hyacinth Orchid Dipodium hamiltonianum 
With its raceme of many yellow flowers.. 


James explained that, in Victoria, this orchid 
is restricted to this location and the 
Beechworth area, although it also occurs in 
New South Wales. 


In our vote of thanks to James for leading 
our excursions, we indicated our particular 
appreciation of the effort he had put into 
reconnoitring the sites that we visited over 
the rewarding weekend. 


Philip Rayment with one or two additional 
observations from Mary Austin. 


Bird List — Lyn Turner 


Stubble Quail White-naped Honeyeater 
Pacific Black Duck Brown-headed Honeyeater 
Australian Wood Duck Eastern Spinebill 
White-faced Heron Flame Robin 
Australian White Ibis Rufous Whistler 
Black-shouldered Kite Grey Shrike-thrush 
Whistling Kite Satin Flycatcher 
Wedge-tailed Eagle Magpie-lark 
Nankeen Kestrel Grey Fantail 
Latham’s Snipe Willie Wagtail 
Masked Lapwing Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Dusky Woodswallow 
Crimson Rosella Grey Butcherbird 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo Australian Magpie 
Laughing Kookaburra Pied Currawong 
Sacred Kingfisher Australian Raven 
White-throated Treecreeper White-winged Chough 
Superb Fairy-wren Skylark 
Spotted Pardalote Richard’s Pipit 
Striated Pardalote House Sparrow 
White-browed Scrubwren . European Goldfinch 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill Welcome Swallow 
Red Wattlebird Fairy Martin 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater Rufous Songlark 
White-eared Honeyeater Common Starling 
Fuscous Honeyeater 


In addition to the bird list above Lyn also 
noted the sighting of Red-necked Wallaby, 
Alpine Water Skink, Weasel Skink, Garden 
Skink, and Goanna and Red-bellied Black 
Snake, both dead. 
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Talk by Ken Harris 26.2.99 

Mr Harris spent one year on teaching exchange 
in Kelowna, British Columbia, which is midway 
between Vancouver and the Canadian Rockies. 
He had many excursions into mountain areas 
which are alpine by Australian standards. It was 
noted that Canadian summers are just as hot as 
Australia! 


A ski resort, Big White 2317m, and Silver Star 
1890m, were nearby. Other areas visited were 
Waterton National Park (Alberta), Cathedral 
Lakes National Park (2551m) near the USA 
border, Manning Park at the extreme south-east 
of British Columbia and included some of the 
Rocky Mountains. Kelowna is in the Okanagan 
Valley, which is one of the driest in Canada and 
is classified as desert. 


A local Field Naturalist group was contacted, 
rather larger than LVFNC with 300 members 
and 150 at meetings. They seemed to be 
bushwalkers rather than naturalists. There was a 
Botany group which met every Friday and some 
outings were with them. 


There is some overlap with the flora of Australia 
and Canada. Herbs are generally larger where in 
Australia they are low shrubs. There were many 
beautiful slides of plants and animals. 


Trapper’s Tea Ledum glandulosum has large 
white flowers. The leaves were used by Indians 
as a drink, but must, be boiled as they are 
poisonous. The Mountain Holly Fem 
Polystichum lonchitis is from the same genus as 
Mother Shield Fem but not alike to look at. 
Senecio is a world wide genus — S. fremontii 
(Mountain Butterweed) was pictured. 


A colourful wildflower meadow produced gasps 
from the audience. From Mt Revelstoke there 
was Partridgefoot Luetkea pectinata a rather 
special plant, possibly so named for the three 
toed arrangement of the leaves. Penstemon 
fruticosis was a reminder of a garden plant we 


know. A lichen Bryoria fuscescens known as 


Speckled Horsehair was spectacular hanging 
from tree branches. Mr Harris noted that books 
on the subject were plentiful. At Chase Meadows 
a view of Glacier Lily Lrythronium 
grandiflorum was spectacular. It was estimated 
that millions of lilies were in this area. The aspen 
trees in early spring looked much like Silver 
Birch. 


A journey to Big White to find White Marsh 
Marigold Caltha leptosepala was successful. 
This plant is rather reclusive, hiding beneath 
snow ledges. Cathedral Lakes Park near the USA 
border was a highlight, many plants were seen 
here. Some views from this area were enjoyed by 
all. 


One frog was shown, the Spotted Frog Rana 
pretiosa. Birds pictured were Gray Jay and 
Clark’s Nutcracker relatives of the crow. Mr 
Harris was excited by the White-tailed Deer, a 
rather shy animal. The Bighorn Sheep were in 4 
reserve near Kelowna. They came down to lower 
areas in winter, one was seen to be wearing a 
radio collar. Mountain Goat also came down to 
lower areas. They were also seen in the Rockies. 
At Yellowstone National Park, USA was the 
sighting of a Coyote - a really good picture. Also 
in the Park were Black Bear, the only species 
encountered by Mr Harris. We were told of the 
notices and instructions to the public if they 
encounter bears. One has to be careful as each 
year people are killed by bears. The Ground 
Squirrels and Red Squirrels were endearing 
subjects. They are quite common and come near 
to habitation. 


There were lovely views of the Rocky 
Mountains, Lake Louise and Victoria Glacier. 
The wonderful alpine meadows in Cathedral 
Lakes Park were a delight. It was a most 
enjoyable evening with Mr Harris on his travels 
in Canada. Afterwards the group inspected books 
and maps of the area and questioned Mr Harris. 
A full list of plants is available for further study 
if desired. 


Loma Long 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 

Meeting: Friday 23 April Peregrine Falcons — Victor Hurley 

Excursion: Saturday 24 April Strzelecki Forests — Julie & Kim Devenish. Meet 10am 
Boolarra Rail Trail Reserve for trip to Gunyah Gunyah 
Reserve — see BM report page 2 for more details. 

Bird Group Excursion: Monday 3 May to Martin Walker Reserve at Yinnar South 
— on LHS just past Middle Creek Road. Meet 10am at 
Reserve. Contact: Elsie Coggan & 5127 1857. 


Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following the club 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage @ 5634 2246. 

Meeting: Friday 28 May Caves — Susan White 

Excursion: Saturday 29 May Bus trip to Buchan Caves — leaders Kim & John Van Dyk. 


Leave Morwell 8.30am to arrive Buchan 10.30am. 
FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK Contact: Jack Brooks @ 5623 1563 
FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton @ 5625 1293 
Next activity: Sunday 16 May — Blackberry removal along AAWT, Mushroom Rocks. 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP Contact: Graeme Rowe @ 5662 2449 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre & 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Pres/Sec.@ 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Centre & 5674 3738 
FRIENDS OF TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR CONSERVATION RESERVE 
Contacts: Gary Deane 5174 1591 (Pres.) Steve Kurec % 5173 1491 (Shire Liaison Officer) 


HEYFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE COMMITTEE 
Contacts: Ron Kerr @ 5148 2575 (President). Wendy Rhodes @ 5148 3058 (Secretary) 


PLEASE NOTE —- MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 
SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1999-2000 ARE DUE NOW 
See inside back cover for details. 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 14 MAY 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 1998-1999 


The year to March 1999 in the life of our 
club has seen activity on a wide range of 
Conservation fronts. These include: 

(i) | Hazelwood Wetlands development. 
As our representative on the 
Hazelwood Power ECG, Rob 
deSouza-Daw has maintained our 
on-going commitment, particularly to 

id the Brodribb Road wetland. 

(ii) | Glenmaggie Flora Reserve. This 


reserve was Officially opened on 9 ~ 


December 1998. 

(ii) Link with Friends of Baw Baw. 
Members have participated in Brush- 
tailed Phascogale and Tiger Quoll 


, surveys. 

(iv) LaTrobe Shire Municipal Fire 
Prevention Plan and Roadside 
Management Plan. 


(v) Regional Forest Agreements. Input 

through the Community Heritage 
__ Workshops conducted in June 1998. 

(vi) Australian Paper Jungadale Reserve. 
This new reserve at Carrajung was 
officially opened on 29 November 

.. 1998, by Mr Peter McGauran. 

(vii) Ecogen Energy Strzelecki Hwy 

Rehabilitation site. Members 

provided advice on suitable species 

for planting in the wetland area, 

following a site visit in June 1998. 

Moe-Yallourn Rail Trail. Members 

have participated in a series of plant 

‘ surveys. 

(ix) Proposed Stradbroke Tourist Park. 
Members of the Botany Group 
visited this privately owned park in 
March 1999, to survey its flora. 

(x) Mathison Park, Churchill. Planning 
and development of this important 
regional park accelerated in 1998; 
Rob deSouza-Daw is to be 
commended for extensive input to 
the Development Commitiee’s recent 
plan prepared for LaTrobe Shire 

. Council. 

(xi) Proposed Maryvale Field 
Environmental Effects Statement. 
Yallourn Energy has now completed 
the preparation of this extremely 
comprehensive statement. 


There are almost certainly other activities 
which I have omitted! Our thanks go to 
members who have assisted with input to all 
these projects. 


Turning to operational matters, I can report 
as follows: 

Membership statistics. There were 75 
financial members (assuming two per family 
subscription) as at February 1999. 


General Meetings. An average recorded 
attendance of 27 people (cf. 30 for 1997-98) 
enjoyed a diverse range of excellent 
speakers, including two on flora, five on 
fauna (including two relating to birds and 
one each on turtles, frogs and macropods), 
one on paleobotany and two on 
environmental management (of forests, and 
rare and threatened plants). 


Excursions. Participation was in general 
quite healthy, including two successful bus 
trips, to Healesville Sanctuary and the 
Cranbourne Botanical Gardens; Dr Margaret 
Rowe’s Bunurong inter-tidal zone excursion 
in February was very popular. The 
occasional programming of more distant 
excursions on a Sunday continues 
satisfactorily. 


Thanks go to Wendy and Ken Savage for 
hosting our Christmas Party in the shadiest 
part of their beautiful garden on an initially 
hot December day! 


Camps. A particularly rewarding spring 
camp at Wilson’s Promontory in the 
centenary year of the National Park afforded 
the much appreciated opportunity to join in 
some of the activities of the FNCV 
Centenary Research Expedition conducted 
over the extended weekend of 9-12 October. 
A smaller than usual number of naturalists 
participated in our joint summer camp with 
Bairnsdale FNC, based at Gelantipy, from 
whence James Turner led _ excellent 
excursions in the Snowy River NP and the 
Cobberas area. 

Ten members attended the VFNCA autumn 
camp and AGM at Lake Victoria in March 
1999. 
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The death of respected and much loved 
foundation and life member Jean Galbraith 
on 2 January 1999, is recorded as the end of 
an era in the life of our club. It is pleasing to 
note that plans for a club memorial to Jean 
are in hand. We record also the passing of 
Jim Wall in April 1998; Jim was a long- 
serving president in the late 1970’s and early 
1980’s, and a great contributor in many 
directions. 


At the end of my current term, I thank the 
many ‘stalwarts’ who support our operations 
and activities. As always it is invidious to 
single out some individuals, but I do thank 
Rob deSouza-Daw for his dedicated 
conservation input, Ron Carey who is 
retiring as Assistant Secretary (with 
responsibilities for program planning), Bruce 
Adams for sterling service as Treasurer, 
Jackie Tims for her input and willingness to 
join our committee, our editor Gill Bremner, 
our secretary Wendy Savage and, as ever, 
non and Ollie Thompson for everything they 
O. 


Into the future: 

(a) We need to look at ways to encourage 
more movement in committee positions. 

(b) A Conservation Coordinator is much 
needed: there is good help and advice 
available in compiling our submissions. 

(c) Around the end of 1999 we'll need to 
begin planning for the March 2001 
VFNCA camp — note the date in your 
long-term diaries now! 


Philip Rayment 
REPORT “ON=BUSINESS=MEETING 


General Meetings & Excursions 

Friday 23 April: Peregrine Falcons — Victor 
Hurley 

Saturday 24 April: Strzelecki Forests — 
Julie Constable and Kim Devenish. Meet 
10am at Boolarra Rail Trail Reserve. We 
will be taken to Gunyah-Gunyah Reserve 
(different entry from last time which is not 
too steep), Big Tree and see a logging 
coupe. Elena Frazer, who has worked on 
Strzelecki Forests will also attend. We may 
go to the top of Mt Fatigue for lunch. 


Friday 28 May: Caves — Susan White 
Saturday 29 May: Bus trip to Buchan 
Caves, led by Kim and John Van Dyk. Leave 
Morwell 8.30am to arrive 10.30. 


Finance — Balance 

General A/c $455.67. Cash Management 
Trust $8898.82 (Investment $2308.00 and 
Conservation $6590.82) 


Business Arising, General Business & 
Correspondence 

VFNCA March camp in 2001 — Rawson 
Village has tentative booking. Cost ~ $110 
for 3 nights. Accommodates over 200. 
Confirm with $500 deposit end of Dec 99. 
Phil and others will check for suitability 
soon. 


Jean Galbraith memorial — letter written to 
the Archbolds, and they are very pleased 
with the idea, and suggest a garden seat 
would be suitable. Bruse will investigate 
types and costs. 


LaTrobe Shire considering Botany 
Scholarship in memory of Jean Galbraith. 
Jackie and Phil have contacted Universities 
and will give suggestions to Shire. 


Friends of Baw Baw Tiger Quoll survey 
Sunday 21 March attended by Jackie. Will 
write letter of concern re safety and 
insurance aspects of participating volunteers. 


VFNCA camp March long weekend 
attended by ~120 (10 from our club). Wendy 
appointed secretary of VFNCA. 


Weed infestation in Morwell River wetland 
area — Lorna Long and the Thompsons 
looked at site and it appears weeds have 
been sprayed, so no action needed. 


Rail Trail through Dawson Reserve — letter 
written re fencing, and reply noted 
suggestion was viewed favourably and 
would be passed to committee of 
management. 


(From GM) Pampas grass noted to be 
spreading in LaTrobe Shire, particularly 
along highway from Morwell to Traralgon. 
Will write to Shire and DNR&E. 
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amending for 
to changes to 


Constitution may need 
grievance clause due 
Incorporation Act. 


Conservation Matters 


Stradbroke Tourist Park — Botany group on 
peach 13 identified 48 plants and did bird 
Ist. 


Walhalla railway bridge _ construction 
engineers have contacted Val Plant to see if 
there are significant plant communities they 
Should consider. Suggest John Davies, 
NR&E Warragul. 


Fire reduction burn planned in Traralgon 

South Reserve in near future. Informed by 

Laurie Jeremiah, Fire Managemnet Officer, 
E Heyfield. 


Susan White — Caves. Susan is a geologist 
who has been caving for the last 30 years in 
Australia as well as China and Europe. She 
1S currently working on a PhD at Latrobe 
University on how caves form in relatively 
Soft limestone, such as that found at Holey 
Plains and Nowa Nowa. Most of her work is 
Currently done on caves and karsts in 
Western Victoria and eastern South 
Australia. 


Excursion leaders Kim and John Van 

Dyk. Kim and John live at Buchan and have 

an interest in exploring and mapping caves. 
€y are members of a number of caving 

and bat organizations, and conduct bat 

Survey work. Kim is coordinator of the SES 
ave and Cliff Rescue Team based at 
Uchan. 


kim Devenish and Julie Constable. 27 
fovember 1998. Latrobe Valley Field 
aturalists Club Inc. 


Rarly in 1997 we became aware of a lot of 
posing going on in the Strzelecki State 
Orest, north of Foster. 


We made enquiries and learnt from the NRE 
that the forest was no longer their 
responsibility, but in 1993 had been ‘vested’ 
in the Victorian Plantations Corporation. 
Locals had not been informed. 


This led to a lot of research, followed by the 
writing of Strzelecki Blues. (The LVFNC 
has a copy of this booklet and its contents 
can also be found on the Internet at 
http://members.dcscomp.com.au/kimjulie) 
We learned that the Great Forest of 
Gippsland originally covered an area 
stretching from near Westernport bay to 
over 100 km to the east, with a width of 50- 
70 km, some 500,000ha, the Strzelecki 
Ranges forming the central core. The 
forested area is now mostly confined to the 
upper reaches of the Eastern Strzelecki 
Ranges. A substantial chunk is privately 
owned and about 63,000 ha, is the publicly 
owned Strzelecki State Forest. 


The last areas to be opened up for settlement 
in South Gippsland were in the Eastern 
Strzeleckis, opened up for selection in the 
1890s, but approximately 26,000ha remained 
crown land. Not all the selected land was 
cleared. The steepness and wetness of the 
upper reaches of the Eastern Strzeleckis 
proved a deterrent to clearing and many 
farms were abandoned within thirty years. 
These were not farms as we think of farms 
today. Patrick Morgan in his book, The 
Settling of Gippsland describes the early hill 
farms of the Strzeleckis as very small 
clearings in the forest. They were 
subsistence farms with a small number of 
cows and a vegetable garden. Abandoned 
farms reverted back to the Crown and the 
1927 Royal Commission reported that failed 
farms had already returned to heavy forest 
cover. From the 1930s the Government 
began a buy back of other farms. Many of 
these farms had also naturally regenerated 
very effectively as forest. To date, around 
400 farms have been repurchased, totalling 
some 28,000ha - less than half of the public 
land in the Strzeleckis. 


40,000ha of the Strzelecki State Forest was 
vested in the Victorian Plantations 
Corporation, a state owned enterprise 
earmarked for privatisation, in 1993. A 
further 8,617ha of the Strzelecki State 
Forest has been leased to Amcor until 2020. 


— So 28HYx”vz@o#@?@oa@00OouxosomcH_ OOOO OOOO 
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Only 5000ha is formally protected in Parks 
and reserves. Our research led us to strongly 
feel that we could strike on a formula for 
balanced land use more fitting with 
Government policy and public expectation 
than the plan already in place. Together with 
Allan Standering, we prepared a proposal for 
a 30,000ha reserve representative of the last 
remaining tract, consisting of Mountain Ash, 
tall acacia forest and cool temperate 
rainforest. The aim has been to create a 
National Park linking the Tarra-Bulga, 
Gunyah and Turtons Creek Reserves, and by 
doing so, protecting significant areas such as 
Rytons, and College Creek. 


This would bring the Strzeleckis in line with 
Victorian standards - 47.3% of Victorian 
public land is protected in reserves. We 
released the proposal in September 1998 in 
the hope of persuading the Government to 
set aside adequate reserves before the 
impending sale of the VPC. (This proposal 
can be seen on the Internet at 
http://members.dcsi.net.au/kimjulie/reserve.h 
tm) (Ed. note: The sale to Hancocks timber 
Resource Group of the USA was completed 
by the Victorian Government in early 
December 1998.) 


In 1996 the government passed a new Code 
of Forest Practice. In the “Definitions” at the 
back of the publication, land vested in the 
VPC was declared to be ‘private’, even 
though it is public land in every sense of the 
word. There are two separate sets of 
guidelines in the Forest Code of Practice - 
one set is for public land, the other for 
private. In several ways, private land has less 
environmental protection. Since 1993, Shires 
have been given the task of policing and 
monitoring logging on ‘private’ lands. 


The VPC Strzelecki package consisted of 
13,000ha of softwood plantations, which are 
largely confined to distinct zones. The 
inclusion of around 27000ha of Strzelecki 
State Forest native forest in the Victorian 
Plantations Corporation package even 
though only 7000ha is said to be hardwood 
plantation has been a major concern for us. 
Of further concern was the realisation that 
there seemed to be a blurring between 
‘plantation’ and ‘old natural regrowth’ in the 
Strzeleckis. This state forest is unique in the 
fact that many regenerated logging coupes 


were relabelled as plantation. In Victoria, 
once an area of forest is cut, it is supposed 
to be allowed to return to a more or less 
natural state, with or without human 
assistance. In the Strzeleckis mountain ash 
regrowth planted on mountain ash logging 
coupes are being claimed as plantation, thus 
removing the protection of multiple-use 
guidelines and allowing these areas to be 
treated as a purely commercial crop, which 
can be cut down every twenty years, never 
to develop any diversity or nesting hollows. 


The Gippsland Regional Forest Agreement is 
presently under negotiation. At the first RFA 
public meeting in Yarram the Strzelecki 
public forest was coloured to indicate 
plantation use, including the 20,000ha of 
native forest under VPC management. The 
RFA reserve targets are for the preservation 
of 15% of pre 1760 forest cover across each 
geographic range. If the Proposal for a 
30,000ha National Park in the Strzelecki 
State Forest was implemented, around 6 or 
7% of the original Great Forest of Gippsland 
would be protected. However, in 1996 the 
Victorian and Commonwealth government 
signed an agreement excluding all land 
vested in the VPC from the RFA processes 
and assessment. 


There have been many calls for increased 
reserves in the Strzeleckis. The publication 
Sites of Botanical Significance in Central 
Gippsland, 1984, published by C,F&L 
identifies the Franklin River Catchment , the 
Upper Morwell West Branch catchment and 
the Rytons area as significant sites for 
mountain ash and cool temperate rainforest. 
The Land Conservation Council’s “Final 
Recommendations” on the South Gippsland 
Area in 1982 recommended reserve status 
for the headwaters of the Franklin, Agnes, 
Dingo Creek and West Morwell Branch 
rivers. 


Support for the National Park proposal has 
come from Society for Growing Australian 
Plants, the South Gippsland Conservation 
Society, the Mt. Best Concerned Residents 
Association, the Latrobe Valley Field 
Naturalists, Environment Victoria and the 
Victorian National Parks Association. Susat 
Davies, Member for Gippsland West has 
been lobbying for the National Park 
proposal. Her office organised a petition, 
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which collected over 5,400 signatures in 
Support of the 30,000ha. National Park. 


(Professor David Bellamy has lent his 
Support to the proposal on his recent visit to 
Australia in December 1998). 


Elaina Fraser does flora and fauna surveys at 
Weekends, sending scats to Barbara Triggs 
for analysis. Some of her beautiful 
photographs of the forest were shown. 


Notes prepared by John Poppins. 


SCREW CREEK AND BUNURONG 
MARINE PARK EXCURSION 27.2.99 


Twenty-one members gathered, pleasant 
Weather, at the Environment Centre in 
Inverloch. After the usual cuppa, Eulie 

Tewster gave us a talk on changes 
Occurring to the shoreline of Anderson Inlet 
during this century. She illustrated her talk 
With photos developed from glass negatives 
taken at the turn of the century. On the basis 
of the photos and the recollections of locals, 
It appears that there are 30- to 40-year 
Cycles of building up, by deposition of sand, 
and erosion of the shoreline of the Inlet. 
Over the years, the water line has varied 
Considerably. This is probably natural, 
although perhaps at times influenced by 
Walls and breakwaters. Since the clearing of 
the catchment area, the Tarwin River 
Probably delivers an increased load of silt 
‘nto the Inlet. 


We drove east, along the shore to the site of 
the old baths, which were built around the 
turn of the century to protect bathers from 
Sharks. Much sand has been deposited here 
Since the building of the baths and there is 
Now no sign of the structure. 


Next stop was at the site of the original jetty 
Which was further inland than the current 
One. Dunes have built up, and are still 
uilding up, extending the shoreline into the 
nlet in this area too. The current jetty starts 
Where the old one ended. 


Further to the east, near Toy's Backwater, 
Spectacular evidence of the building up of 


the shore was seen. A wall, of bluestone and 
brick, built in the 1930s, with an 8 foot drop 
to the water, is almost buried, and is well 
back from the shoreline. Members of the 
Inverloch Historical Society recently 
uncovered the upper sections of the wall. 
Nearby, members of the Angling Club can 
no longer enjoy being able to launch their 
boats just outside their clubhouse - it is now 
about 90 metres inland. 


We continued to the Screw Creek Reserve. 
At the car park, Margaret Rowe spoke about 
the plants and mentioned the Spartina which 
was once imported and planted, on the 
recommendation of agriculturists, to stabilise 
wet areas on farms. It has now become a 
serious pest in Anderson Inlet. The Spartina 
has been spreading rapidly from the upper 
sections of the Inlet since the 1960s when it 
is thought to have undergone a genetic 
change. Spartina traps silt, raising the level 
of the sand- and mud-flats and creating steep 
banks along the creeks. Eventually, the 
habitat suitable for marine life and the 
feeding grounds of wading birds, for which 
the Inlet is an internationally recognised site, 
is reduced. The Department of Natural 
Resources and Environment has been 
experimenting with poisoning Spartina for 
several years. 


There were some uncommon plants to be 
looked for as we walked along the track: the 
Salt Lawrencia Lawrencia spicata, the 
Native Statice Limonium australe and the 
Jug Orchid Pterostylis alveata. The 
greenhood grows under coastal scrub while 
the other two are saltmarsh plants. Although 
the first two were past their prime we saw all 
three of them. We recorded 12 of the plants 
on the list of saltmarsh plants provided for 
us by Ellen Lyndon and several other 
common species. Of course some species 
were not in flower and the leaves of 
Swainsonia had one or two people puzzled 
until Eulie enlightened them. The creeper 
with three leaflets was the Small-leaf 
Clematis Clematis microphylla _ var. 
microphylla. 


The track was easy walking, with a 
boardwalk across the saltmarsh to the 
footbridge. White Mangroves lined the 
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eastern bank of the creek. Most members 
returned to the car park via the beach. The 
remains of groins, constructed to trap sand, 
could be seen. Patches of Spartina near the 
Creek and along the shore showed signs of 
the recent poisoning attempts, but there was 
healthy growth in the middle of these 
patches. Along the shore, some small areas 
of newly colonising Spartina have been 
removed successfully by covering them with 
black plastic. 


After lunch, the tide was well out exposing a 
wide expanse of rock platform at Flatrocks. 
On the beach Margaret Rowe reminded us 
of the geological history of the rocks - these 
rocks were formed, in a huge rift valley, 110 
million years ago when Australia was 
beginning to break away from Antarctica. 
Fossil plants, pebbles and fragments of 
dinosaur bones can now be found embedded 
in the mudstone. The rock platform itself 
was cut, much more recently, by wave 
action. 


As we stepped onto the rocks we found 
Variegated Limpets, Tall Ribbed Limpets, 
Ribbed Top Shells, Black Nerites, Little 
Horse Muscles, Banded Periwinkles, and 
patches of Black Lichen all living rock 
surfaces where they are exposed to air, 
wind, rain and extremes of heat and cold. 
Most creatures clamp firmly onto the rocks, 
conserving water and protecting themselves 
that way, while some further minimise the 
effects of sun and wind by clumping 
together, often in slight depressions on the 
rocks. A great variety of seaweeds, and the 
leaves of the flowering plant, the Sea 
Nymph, torn from the subtidal zone during 
stormy weather, lay in heaps and filled some 
pools. 


Sea Grass, False Limpets, and a few clumps 
of Sea Lettuce were scattered in shallow 
pools. Notched Shore Crabs and Small 
Green Sea Stars sheltered under rocks. 
Bands of thousands of the white tubes of the 
worm Galeolaria encrusted the vertical 
faces of rocks. Each tube, with its water- 
tight door, housing a worm. When the tide 
rises, the doors open, allowing tentacles to 
venture out, gathering food and oxygen. 


As we moved further from the shore, 
shallow pools supported carpets of seaweeds 
such as Neptune's Necklace. The "beads" of 
this seaweed are filled with water, protecting 
it from drying out while it is exposed. 
Gutters and boulders provided habitat for a 
wider variety of creatures such as Sea 
Centipedes, which resemble the dead leaves 
of the Sea Nymph on which they feed, Sea 
Slaters, which roll into balls, like pill bugs, 
and slug-like Sea Hares. We found a variety 
of Chitons, always under rocks. These 
invariably set off in an attempt to remedy the 
situation when we (temporarily) overturned 
a rock. Many beautiful examples of Green, 
Striped, and the Pink Sea Anemones were 
found and Keyhole Limpets, a Pink Sea 
Cucumber, the Lineated Cominella, and 
several tiny Spider Crabs were discovered in 
sheltered pools. 


A Dog Winkle, one of the few carnivorous 
"snail shells" lurked on the side of a pool. 
With an acidic saliva, and a rasp-like tongue, 
it makes circular holes in the shells of other 
molluscs and eats the flesh. Only two small 
individuals of the Common (Eight Armed) 
Sea Star and one tiny Purple (Short-armed) 
Sea Star represented the once rich fauna of 
sea stars of Flatrocks. Towards the end of 
our ramble, we found a large Sea Biscuit, a 
few small Elephant Snails, a brown 
Flatworm, an unidentified striped sea 
anemone and a lively young Eel. The 
undersides of rocks were encrusted with 
patches of purple sponge, Sea Squirts and a 
red Bryozoan (Sea Moss). 


The star of the afternoon was a young Blue- 
ringed Octopus. It was spectacular with 
pulsating, iridescent blue rings on its mottled 
orange-brown skin. It swam nimbly, and 
with great style, in the pool and in the 
container we used while we showed it to 
members of our group. 


The bird count for the day was 25 species. 


Margaret Rowe and Bon Thompson 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Club: Contact: Meeting: 

Latrobe Valley Secretary 7.30 pm on the fourth Friday of 

ENC Inc. Mrs W Savage each month at the Moe 
LVENC Inc. Community Health Centre, 
PO Box 1205 Fowler Street 
Morwell 3840 Moe Vic. 3825 
@ 5634 2246 
Assistant Secretary 
Mr R Carey 
@ 5628 5203 

Sale FNC Mrs Betty Jarvis 8 pm on the first Friday of each 
64 Powerscourt St month at Room 13, Continuing 
Mafira 3860 Education Centre, Raymond St. 
@ 5147 2151 Sale Vic 3850 

Bairnsdale FNC Inc. Mrs Pat Tratt 8 pm on the third Friday of each 
P.O. Box 563 month at Noweyung, 84 Goold 
Bairnsdale 3875 Street, Bairnsdale 3875 
5156 2683 

Subscriptions: 

Due March 31st. Please forward to Hon. Treasurer Mr Bruce Adams 
(Cheques made payable to LVFNC Inc) 7 Lorikeet Place 
Traralgon 3844 


Naturalist: $15, Family: $30, Single Member: $22, Junior Member: S15 
Half fees apply for those joining after 31 August. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist is the official publication of the Latrobe alley Field Naturalist 
Club Inc. The Club subscription includes the "Naturalist". 


Brief contributions “and short articles on any aspect of natural history are invited from 
members of all clubs. Articles, including those covering Club speakers and excursions, 
would typically be around one A4 side in length, and should not exceed 1,000 words. 


Responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed i in this magazine rests 
with the author of the article. 


Contributions should be addressed to: Mrs Gill Bremner 
Editor, LV Naturalist 
PO Box 719° 
TRARALGON VIC 3844 


Phone: 5195 5353 home 
5122 6880 work 
Email: Scribex@Bigpond.com 
- Front cover artwork by Beatrice Roberts - 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 
Meeting: Friday 28 May Caves — Susan White 
Excursion: Saturday 29 May Bus trip to Buchan Caves — leaders Kim & John Van Dyk. 
Bus to leave Morwell (opposite PO) 8.30, Traralgon (Rly 
Stn all-day carpark) 8.45, to arrive Buchan at 10.30. Lunch 
is included in busfare. 


Bird Group Excursion: Monday 7 June to Lake Narracan. Meet 10am at bottom of 
Sullivans Track. Contact: Elsie Coggan @& 5127 1857. 


Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following the club 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage @ 5634 2246. 


Meeting: Friday 25 June Wildflowers of South-west WA — Philip Rayment 
Excursion: Saturday 26 June Mt Worth State Park. Meet 10.30am at the Picnic Ground 


at the Park on the Allambee Estate Road. Tum off Princes 
Highway at Darnum (signposted). 

FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK Contact: Jack Brooks @ 5623 1563 — 

FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris @ 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP Contact: Graeme Rowe @ 5662 2449 
Next activities: Sunday 30 May — Leg flag making; June 12-13, AWSG conference Phillip Island; 
Sunday 27 June, Hastings — Pied Oystercatchers; Mon 28 June, Stockyard Pt — Pied Oystercatchers 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Sec.@ 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Centre & 5674 3738 
Next activity: Sunday 13 June — Wonthaggi Anderson Rail Trail. Frank Coldebella @@ 5672 2390 


FRIENDS OF TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR CONSERVATION RESERVE 
Contacts: Gary Deane @ 5174 1591 (Pres.) Steve Kurec @ 5173 1491 (Shire Liaison Officer) 


HEYFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE COMMITTEE 
Contacts: Ron Kerr & 5148 2575 (President). Wendy Rhodes @ 5148 3058 (Secretary) 


a vm 
PLEASE NOTE — MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 


SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1999-2000 ARE DUE NOW 
See inside back cover for details. 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 11 JUNE 
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VENCA ANNUAL MARCH CAMP ON 
GIPPSLAND LAKES = -———— 


Ten members plus two friends represented 
Our club at the VFNCA 1999 Autumn 
Camp, conducted over the long weekend of 
5-8 March on the Gippsland Lakes. Some 
120 participants gathered at Camp Coorong 
and nearby Camp Coolamatong on Duck 
Arm of Lake Victoria, near Paynesville, for 
an excellent program of excursions and 
evening talks organized by the Sale and 
District Field Naturalists Club, with our 
Bairnsdale FNC friends assisting with 
leadership of some of the excursions. Key 
Organizers Peter and Norma Garlick, Sale 
President Joan Tomlin and other members 
kept up the good tradition of enjoyable 
arch camps. 


Here are your president’s impressions of 
Some of the weekend’s activities — 


Friday evening talk. Andrew Bould 
Presented a wonderful photographic 
Kaleidoscope of orchids, fungi, butterflies 
and moths and other insects of the Gippsland 
akes region, with a Raymond Island 
emphasis here and there. Andrew is well 
Own for his study of orchids, and his 
Stunning slides included such species as the 
Metallic Sun Orchid (in its farthest east 
Ictorian location on Raymond Island), Bird 
feelmet Orchid, Orange-tipped Caladenia, 
Obust Spider Orchid, Coastal Greenhood, 
Tall Leek Orchid (nearly 1m tall!), Tiger 
Orchid, Musk Caladenia; Dotted Sun Orchid 
a (last but not least for us!) the Flying 
uck Orchid. Andrew also included an 
€xcellent series of photographs of the life 
Cycle of moths. 


Saturday excursion: Sites of Scientific 
br ouificance. This all-day excursion was led 
2y Peter Garlick with Dr Noel. Schleiger’s 
‘put on matters geomorphological, and the 
Cnefit of notes on the geology and 
8eomorphology of the Gippsland Lakes 
Prepared by Dr Neville Rosengren of 
aTrobe University Bendigo. 


pu group of about twenty-five naturalists 
parted by boat from a Duck Arm jetty 
Near Camp Coolamatong. The blue-green 


algal bloom was particularly extensive in 
Duck Arm, and the unpleasant odour 
pervasive. 


Our first landing was on Sperm Whale Head, 
where Noel explained using a map the 
formation of the parabolic dunes and swales 
south of Lake Reeve some 20,000 years ago. 
The axis of these parabolas runs SE-NW, 
reflecting the prevailing wind direction in 
that era. Some of the swales are now under 
water, of course, as the water level was 
considerably lower then. We were able to 
stand on the edge of one parabolic swale 
(bog) and look across to the next, clearly 
defined parabolic dune. Noel stressed the 
importance of preserving this Sperm Whale 
Head geomorphological structure for further 
study. 


Our next stop was on the outer barrier near 
Ocean Grange. This involved proceeding up 
Bunga Arm as far as Steamer Landing, just 
to the east of Ocean Grange, a small 
subdivision accessible only by boat. We 
walked the short distance across the barrier 
to the ocean beach. 


After lunch at Steamer Landing, we headed 
towards Raymond Island, to enter the 
channel up to the Tambo River delta. The 
boat was able to proceed some distance up 
the Tambo. 


We next explored the Mitchell River silt 
jetties which extend a long way out into 
Lake King. This fascinating excursion 
concluded as we returned to Duck Arm via 
the strait between Paynesville and Raymond 
Island; we had been given a good picture of 
the on-going evolution of the Gippsland 
Lakes system. 


Saturday evening talk. The program 
included two short talks, the first being a 
presentation by Peter Garlick, “The 
Importance of the Gippsland Lakes”. Peter 
outlined some of the current management 
issues, including the blue-green algal 
infestation, at its worst ever in such areas as 
Duck Arm. He explained that the lakes are 
fed by a 20,000 square kilometres 
catchment; hence impacts such as farming 
and sewerage effluent are considerable. The 
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region now carries a considerably larger 
permanent population, and tourism is of 
course a growing industry. 


Leona Knight outlined the work of the 
recovery team for the Brush-tailed Rock 
Wallaby, now sadly critically endangered in 
Victoria. 


Sunday morning excursion: Lake Tyers 
area. The indefatigable Peter Garlick first 
led our large car convoy to Lake Tyers 
Beach, to view the effects of the 
considerable movement of sand near the 
barrier to the lake, the entrance having 
recently closed. We were able to see the 
process of erosion and re-formation of dunes 
in the area. 


Our second stop was at the cliffs at Red 
Bluff. We walked down onto the beach to 
view the active erosion of the sandstone 
cliffs and the stratification of the rock, with 
some layers containing extensive shell 
deposits. 


We then travelled a short distance east along 
the Princes Highway to Burnt Bridge 
Reserve, near the Colquhoun State Forest. 
This reserve includes an information booth 
displaying the history of Aboriginal 
settlement in the area. 


The excursion concluded with lunch and 
some lazy bird observing in the reserve. 


Sunday evening talk. Sale historian and 
author Peter Synan spoke on the history of 
early settlement in the Gippsland Lakes 
region. He outlined the factors leading up to 
the construction of the man-made entrance 
near what is now Lakes Entrance township. 
This modification has had a major effect on 
the lakes system. One particular point of 
interest was the history of the famous Swing 
Bridge south of Sale. It was built to facilitate 
the movement of boats right up to Sale, so 
preserving its role in the region’s transport 
system. 


Philip Rayment 


Nyerimilang Heritage Park - Saturday 


A party of about 30 people journeyed to 
Nyerimilang on the shore of Lake King. The 
park, of 200 hectares, was first owned in 
1884. In the 1930’s the house was extended 
and the gardens developed. The property has 
passed through several owners until 
purchased by the Victorian Government in 
1976. 


There are pleasant walks through the farm 
and bushland. There is a bird hide to view 
the salt marsh. A walk to the lookout gave 
wonderful views over Reeves Channel and 
the ocean. 


An East Gippsland Botanic Garden is being 
established by Friends of Nyerimilang, 
SGAP and others. This will feature plants 
endemic to the area. It was noted that many 
plants had suffered during the last drought. 
Lyn Turner is painting panels depicting the 
flora and fauna of the different areas of the 
park. These are situated in a rotunda within 


the Botanic Garden. 


Lunch was enjoyed in the shade of trees at 
the entrance and afterwards we travelled in 
convoy along the Tambo River to Bruthen 
and Fairy Dell, a fern gully some distance 
from the main road. It was a hot and dusty 
journey to the picnic area. Some of the party 
were content to enjoy the shade while others 
walked into Fairy Dell. I believe 15 species 
of ferns were seen, but your scribe was not 
one of the Dell walkers. 


Lorna Long 
Roseneath Peninsula Excursion - Sunday 


James and Lyn Turner led this excursion to 
Roseneath Peninsula. We travelled along 
various roads to Hollonds Landing where we 
walked through bush to Victoria Lagoon. 
The Lagoon is part of an extensive wetland 
area. There were plenty of birds. Eight 
species of Tern were identified with ease by — 
our leader. This area is used by duck hunters 
and unfortunately some of their activities are 
helping to degrade it. There was some alga¢ 
but not the toxic blue-green species. 
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We went back to the cars at Hollonds 
Landing proper where the bank erosion 
along McLennan Strait was in evidence. 
Numerous dead fish (undersize?) were in the 
water. There were plenty of anglers enjoying 
the day. As it was ‘Clean up Australia’ day, 
members of angling clubs were collecting 
litter from the surrounding bush. We saw 
One trailer load of rubbish removed. There is 
a small area reserved and it was from here 
that many birds were seen. 


A short drive took us to the shore of Lake 
Victoria for lunch. Lyn and James set up a 
Microscope for viewing slides of algae and 
Other marine species. Samples of water were 
Collected and searched for invertebrates. We 
Were enjoying the sunshine but eventually 
moved on to Roseneath area proper, which 
Is on the north-east shore of Lake 
Wellington. 


A stop was made on the top of a sand dune 
Where lakes on both sides could be seen. 
Journeying on through the heathland area 
large Saw Banksia was dominant. An area of 
Blady Grass Jmperata cyllindrica claimed 
Our attention, the plumes shining in the 
Sunlight. Much admired also was Melaleuca 
Parvistaminea similar to M. ericifolia, a 
Species known in East Gippsland but not so 
Well known in other areas. A yellow flower 
of Grass Lily was noted. 


We drove and walked through private 
Property to the shore of Lake Wellington 
and a pleasant beach: Landmarks were 
Pointed out. The heat of the day and the 
ateness of the hour soon had us in the cars 
for the homeward journey. 


This excursion showed first hand some of 
the problems in the Gippsland Lakes. People 
like Lyn and James who conduct a 
Waterwatch monitoring program, are 
Invaluable in assisting DNR&E personnel in 
their conservation efforts. 


Lorna Long 


BIRD LIST FOR LVFNC EXCURSION 
WEEKEND OF 27 AND 28 MARCH 


Lakes Entrance & Lake Tyers 


Black Swan Musk Lorikeet 
Australian Shelduck White-throated Needletail 
Chestnut Teal Azure Kingfisher 
Little Pied Cormorant Superb Fairy-wren 
Little Black Cormorant Striated Thornbill 
Great Ccormorant Red Wattlebird 
Australian Pelican Brush Wattlebird 
White-faced Heron Bell Miner 

Little Egret Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

Great Egret New Holland Honeyeater 

Australian White Ibis Eastern Spinebill 
Royal Spoonbill Jacky Winter 

Whistling Kite Eastern Whipbird 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle Golden Whistler 

Australian Hobby Grey Shrike-thrush 
Pied Oystercatcher Magpie Lark 
Masked Lapwing Grey Fantail 

Pacific Gull Willie Wagtail 
Silver Gull Australian Magpie 
Crested Tern Pied Currawong 
Spotted Turtle-dove Little Raven 
Wonga Pigeon Welcome Swallow 
Scaly-breasted Lorikeet Silvereye 


Elsie Coggan 


General Meetings & Excursions 


Friday 28 May: Caves — Susan White 
Saturday 29 May: Bus trip to Buchan 
Caves, led by Kim and John Van Dyk. Leave 
Morwell (opposite PO) 8.30, Traralgon (Rly 
Stn all-day carpark) 8.45, to arrive Buchan 
10.30am. 


Friday 25 June: Wildflowers of South-west 
WA -— Philip Rayment 

Saturday 26 June: Mt Worth State Park. 
Meet 10.30am at the Mt Worth Picnic 
Ground on the Allambee Estate Road. Turn 
off Princes Hwy at Darnum (signposted). 


Finance — Balance 

General A/c $681.82. Cash Management 
Trust $8898.82 (Investment $2308.00 and 
Conservation $6590.82) 
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Business Arising, General Business & 
Correspondence 


VFNCA March camp in 2001- P Rayment, 
G Bremner, G & J Tims inspected Rawson 
Village and recommended a firm booking. 


Jean Galbraith memorial — Bruce discussed 
garden seat with Shire and checked two 
manufacturers, one of whom provides seats 
for the Shire. Ken White makes personalised 
seats (ie has initials as seat arm decorations) 
and will donate these if the Club will buy the 
wood. Bruce will obtain further costs to 
finish and install the seat. An appeal for Club 
members to donate to the memorial will be 
launched at the GM and through the 
Naturalist. 


LaTrobe Shire Botany Scholarship — a letter 
has been sent commending the project and 
offering suggestions for its implementation. 


Jean Galbraith’s books — money raised from 
sale was $160; remaining books will be 
offered for sale at GM. 


Pampas grass in LaTrobe Shire — letter sent 
to Shire with copies to DNRE Traralgon and 
WGCMA. The Shire has responded, denying 
responsibility and has passed letter to 
VicRoads and the Public Transport 
Commission. 


Australian Broadcasting Commission — a 
regional community website has been set up; 
Phil will investigate if the site could be used 
for Club publicity - 


www. gippsland.centenary.net.au. 


Rob deSouza-Daw’s application to become 
a JP — committee agreed to support this. 


Brodribb Road Project — earthworks are to 
start before winter. B and O Thompson, L 
Long and E Coggan to join Rob on site 21st 
April; E and J Lubcke also invited. 


Rob deSouza-Daw wants comment on draft 
submission for Hazelwood Wetlands — group 
going to Brodribb Road site will advise. 


GUEST SPEAKER FOR JUNE | 


JEAN ‘GALBRAITH MEMORIAL =~ 


The Club’s memorial for the late Jean 
Galbraith is to be an attractive garden seat 
for use by visitors to Dunedin. 


Donations towards this memorial will be 
gratefully accepted by our Treasurer, Bruce 
Adams. 


Philip Rayment -— South-west WA 


Wildflowers. Philip is the President of the 
LVFNC and is the Deputy Head of Applied 
Sciences at Monash Gippsland. On a recent 
trip to WA he photographed and recorded 
Wildflowers of the south-west region. 


Only one ‘Bird Group’ day was missed 
during the year — temperature was too high 
for ‘birdos’ and birds in early January. 


Locations and number of birds recorded on 
Club excursions and Bird Group days: 


Port Albert & Gellions Run 29 
Woorabinda & Halls Bay 21 
Tyers Junction 21 
Cowwarr & Stony Creek 37 
Lyrebird Forest Track 15 
Eel Hole Creek/Mathison Park 24 
Edward Hunter Reserve 10 
Crinigan Road Reserve 22 
Eel Hole Creek/Mathison Park 26 
Mt Cannibal 17 
Tyers Junction 21 
Wilson’s Promontory 48 
Royal Botanic Gdns Cranbourne 30 
Moondarra Dam area 21 
Wirilda 26 


Jeeralang/new sectn Morwell NP 26 


Jim Blucher reported two Cotton Pygmy- 
Geese near Brodribb Road lake, late 1998. 
Previous observation in Gippsland was on | 
February 1982 on a dam between Hill End 
and Willow Grove. Reference: Atlas of 
Victorian Birds, 1987. 


Elsie Coggan 
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SOME INTERESTING — LOCAL 
OBSERVATIONS === 
Over the last 6 weeks, I have made a few 
rather interesting observations locally. 


The most recent, today 16" April was my 
first ever sighting of King Parrots from my 
garden, near Churchill. There were four of 
them feeding on the ground in my 
neighbour’s garden, just 2 metres from my 
fence. I dashed in for binoculars for a closer 
look and was very interested to discover 
they were feeding on acorns from my 
neighbour’s oak-tree. 


Another first for my garden this year was the 
Monarch or Wandered butterfly Danaus 
plexippus. I have seen two now, the first on 
11" March feeding at Buddleia flowers and 
a second early in April flying across the 
garden. Monarchs are not all common in this 
Part of Victoria. I have seen only one 
Previously and that was in Morwell NP in 
about 1986. 


My other observations are of plants. The 
first is a new native plant record for 
Mathison Park. I was walking along the new 
track through the Park, on 7" March, and 


hoticed a white flower on the far side of the . 


Pond to the south of the track, just before 
the old farmhouse. On closer examination it 
Proved to be the Swamp Lily Oftelia 
Ovalifolia, a species which is not particularly 
Common in this area. I have recorded it in 

orwell NP in a little dam close to Jumbuck 
Road, but have never seen it in full flower 
there. The photograph I included in Flowers 
and Ferns of Morwell National Park is of a 
Cleistogamous flower, a special juvenile 
flower, which never opens fully, but is self- 
fertile. I have watched those plants now for 
Several years, without ever finding full 

Owers. The plant in Mathison Park had a 

Ower fully open, so I dashed home for my 
Camera and waded into the pond to take a 
Photograph or two. . 


Finally, during a recent Friends of Morwell 
National Park working bee along Billy’s 
Creek, on 21% March, one of the Friends 

Tew my attention to an unusual plant. I am 
almost certain that it is the Rough Coprosma 


Coprosma hirtella, known in Tasmania as 
Coffeeberry. This species is previously 
unrecorded in Morwell NP, although not 
uncommon in the area. If it is the only one, it 
will remain so for some time as the plants 
are of different sexes and will need one of 
each sex before any fruit could develop. I 
shall watch the plant in the spring to 
determine its sex and to confirm its identity. 


Ken Harris 


The autumn weather was perfect, a cloudless 
sky, warm sun and still air. A goodly 
contingent of Field Nats and some Monash 
University students were led by Elaina 
Fraser, Julie Constable and Kim Devenish to 
the Gunyah. Cars were left in the clearing 
where Gunyah once boasted an hotel, on the 
Grand Ridge Road, close to the junction 
with Hatchery Creek Road. 


Elaina led us down into the rainforest in the 
headwaters of the Franklin River, where we 
explored along the gully in the cooler gloom 
under the Myrtle Beech Nothophagus 
cunninghamii, Southern Sassafras 
Atherosperma moschatum and the 
Blackwoods Acacia melanoxylon. We were 
shown the Slender Tree Ferns Cyathea 
cunninghamii (rare in Australia and 
Victoria), Skirted tree fern Cyathea 
marcescens (rare), Weeping spleenwort 
Asplenium flaccidum and Long forked fern 
Tmesipteris obliqua. 


Following a late lunch in the sun at the hotel 
site we drove about 2 kilometres further, 
down the Toora Gunyah Road, to visit a site 
where the rare Forked fern Zmesipteris 
elongata can be found. It is known only in 
two localities in Victoria, in South Gippsland 
and the Otway Ranges. We also found some 
Greater Glider scats under one of the 
mature-age mountain ash trees at this site. 


Just a little further on a Big tree is accessible 
about 300m from the road. This is one of the 
bigger of the large and very old Mountain 
Ash (estimated 400 years for this one) which 
are such a prominent feature of this area. Its 
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buttressed base spreads out over perhaps 4 
metres at ground level. Like its neighbours 
its top has been blown out about 40 metres 
up and it is a veritable rooming house of 
broken hollow branches and holes. It is 
possible to walk inside it, look up and see a 
little light filtering in through holes. It is 
these very old trees (foresters call them 
‘overmature’) which provide the homes for 
the powerful owls, greater gliders, bobuck, 
and the smaller gliders and possums 
recorded in the area. There were numerous 
Greater Glider Schoinobates volans scats 
under this tree. 


Other mammals recorded in the old growth 
from scat and hair tube samples analysed by 
Barbara Triggs in 1996/97 include: 

Brushtail Possum Trichosurus, Bobuck or 
Mountain Brushtail Possum TZ: caninus, 
Ringtail Possum Pseudocheirus peregrinus, 
Yellow-bellied Glider Petaurus australis, 
Sugar Glider P. breviceps, Black Wallaby 
Wallabia bicolor, Brown  Antechinus 
Antechinus stuartii, Dusky Antechinus A. 
swainsonii, Bush Rat Rattus fuscipes, 
Swamp Rat R. Jutreolus, Water-rat 
Hydromis chrysogaster, Broad-toothed Rat 
Mastacomys fuscus, Koala Phascolarctos 
cinereus, Common Wombat Vombatus 
ursinus, Short-beaked Echidna 7: aculcatus, 
Sugar Glider Petaurus breviceps. The rare 
Powerful Owl Ninox strenua which depends 
upon the possums for food is also recorded 
in the area. This list makes clear how rich 
the old growth forest is as habitat. The 
plantation and regrowth in the area have not 
the diversity of age or species to support 
such a range of fauna. 


The understory of Hazel pomaderris, Austral 
mulberry, Blanket leaf, Blackwood, Silver 
and Mountain hickory wattles provides a 
variety of foods. We speculated on the 
area’s suitability for Leadbeater’s Possum. 
Although more disturbed by man’s activities 
than the closed O’Shannassy catchment, the 
mix of tree species, their age and condition 
seem comparable. 


Much of what we looked at lies within the 
40,000Ha of Strzelecki forest sold to 
Hancocks Victorian Plantations late last year 
by the Victorian Government. It was until 


then the last of the publicly owned old 
growth forest left in the area, apart from the 
tiny reserves of Tarra Bulga (1637Ha — from 
which the resident ranger has been removed) 
and Gunyah (657Ha). These are all that 
remains of what was once the half million Ha 
of the Great Forest of Gippsland. 


A few kilometres further on we drove up to 
the summit of Mt Fatigue, from which we 
enjoyed stunning views of the forests to the 
North and East, and an astonishing view of a 
huge pall of smoke hanging over Bass Strait 
and Corner Inlet, fed by a great smoke 
plume rising from an extraordinarily large 
(5000+Ha) fire reduction burn conducted by 
Parks Victoria across the northern end of 
Wilsons Promontory in an area unburnt for 
30 years. I had to wonder whether this area 
would have been better burned in smaller 
sections. 


The mixed group found much in common 
and there was vigorous discussion of the 
importance of the area for the conservation 
of the flora and fauna of the very little that 
remains of the Great Forest of Gippsland. 
The various groups present have much in 
common and could support each other in 
their interests, research and __ studies. 
Hopefully we will see some new members in 
the club and a new strength in the movement 
to ensure preservation of a more viable and 
representative proportion of the Strzelecki 
forests. 


John Poppins, with help from Elaina Fraser 


A-RUSTY GOODIA@= = = 


In December 1996 we had a Goodia lotifolia 
growing in the garden. It developed a rust 
only on the pods of the plant. Dr Tom May 
identified it as Aecidium scleniiforme. This 
particular rust only grows on Goodia 
species. There were no specimens of this 
species of rust from Victoria at the 
Herbarium, so it was a valuable addition. Dr 
May said they are always glad to get records 
of fungi from our part of the world, so we 
must keep our eyes open for records of the 
species in the Fungimap project. 


Bon Thompson 
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DETALLS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Club: Contact: ~ Meeting: 

Latrobe Valley Secretary 7.30 pm on the fourth Friday of 

FNC Inc. Mrs W Savage each month at the Moe 
LVENC Inc. Community Health Centre, 
PO Box 1205 Fowler Street 
Morwell 3840 Moe Vic. 3825 
% 5634 2246 
Assistant Secretary 
Mrs J Tims 
9589 4047 or 5634 2628 

Sale FNC Mrs Betty Jarvis 8 pm on the first Friday of each 
64 Powerscourt St month at Room 13, Continuing 
Mafira 3860 Education Centre, Raymond St. 
@ 5147 2151 Sale Vic 3850 

Bairnsdale FNC Inc. Mrs Pat Tratt 8 pm on the third Friday of each 
P.O. Box 563 month at Noweyung, 84 Goold 
Bairnsdale 3875 Street, Bairnsdale 3875 
5156 2683 

Subscriptions: 

Due March 31st. Please forward to Hon. Treasurer Mr Bruce Adams 
(Cheques made payable to LVFNC Inc) 7 Lorikeet Place 
Traralgon 3844 


Naturalist: $15, Family: $30, Single Member: $22, Junior Member: $15 
Half fees apply for those joining after 31 August. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist is the official publication of the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist 
Club Inc. The Club subscription includes the "Naturalist". 


Brief contributions and short articles on any aspect of natural history are invited from 
members of all clubs. Articles, including those covering Club speakers and excursions, 
would typically be around one A4 side in length, and should not exceed 1,000 words. 


Responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed in this magazine rests 
with the author of the article. 


Contributions should be addressed to: Mrs Gill Bremner 
Editor, LV Naturalist 
PO Box 719 
TRARALGON VIC 3844 


Phone: 5195 5353 home — 
5122 6880 work 
Email: Scribex@Bigpond.com 
- Front cover artwork by Beatrice Roberts - 


Incorporation No A0005323T 
ISSN 1030-5084 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 
Meeting: Friday 25 June Wildflowers of South-west WA — Philip Rayment 


Excursion: Saturday 26 June Mt Worth State Park. Meet 10.30am at Picnic Ground at 
the Park on the Allambee Estate Road. Due to roadworks 
on the road from Darnum it is advisable to take the 
Hazeldean Road from Yarragon. Itinerary - BM Report p2. 


Bird Group Excursion: Monday 5 July to Wirilda. Meet 10am at corner of Clarke’s 
Road and Tyers-Yallourn North Road. Contact: Elsie 
Coggan @@ 5127 1857. 


Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following the club 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage & 5634 2246. 

Meeting: Friday 23 July ___ Dolphins in Port Phillip Bay — Jeff Weir 

Excursion: Saturday 24 July APM Settlement Ponds. Meet 10am at Maryvale Mill oval, 
off Traralgon West Road. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK Contact: Jack Brooks @ 5623 1563 
FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris @ 5122 3137 
FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton @ 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP Contact: Graeme Rowe @ 5662 2449 


Next activities: Tues-Fri 13-16 July — Comer Inlet — Pied & Sooty Oystercatchers & overwintering 
waders; Saturday 17 July — Barry Beach — ditto; Sunday 18 July — Pied & Sooty Oystercatchers 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK _ 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre & 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY | 
PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Sec. 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Centre & 5674 3738 
Next activity: Sun 22 August — Cape Liptrap-Walkerville Coast Walk. Lis Williams &@ 5674 1504 


FRIENDS OF TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR CONSERVATION RESERVE 
Contacts: Gary Deane & 5174 1591 (Pres.) Steve Kurec # 5173 1491 (Shire Liaison Officer) 


HEYFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE COMMITTEE 
Contacts: Ron Kerr # 5148 2575 (President). Wendy Rhodes &@ 5148 3058 (Secretary) 


PLEASE NOTE- MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 


SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1999-2000 AND DUE NOW 
See inside back cover for details. 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 9 JULY 
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Recently I sent a specimen of a yellow slime 
mould to Dr Tom May as I thought the 
tecord might interest him. Specimens of this 
Slime mould have appeared on willow 
Stumps in four places around our property 
between January and March. Dr May 
\dentified it as Fuligo septica and sent the 
following information on the species. 


Bon Thompson 


Fuligo septica Flowers of tan — is a slime 
Mould commonly found on wood chips, 
specially after summer rain. 


Slime moulds are a curious group of 
Organisms with two stages in their life cycle 
~ the plasmodium and the fruit body. The 
Plasmodium is a multinucleate mass of 
Protoplasm which can change form and 
Move slowly, like a giant amoeba. The 
Plasmodium usually occurs in sheltered 
localities away from direct sunlight, and may 
€ colourless, or with bright hues of red or 
yellow. After a period of feeding and 
Stowth, the plasmodium moves to a drier 
Ocation and gives rise to the fruit body, 
Which produces spores. Slime moulds belong 
to the class Myxomycetes and have 
traditionally been classified as fungi, but are 
Now regarded as belonging to the Kingdom 
Totoctista. 


In Fuligo septica the plasmodium is usually 
yellow, sometimes white or creamy. Fruit 
Odies are cushion-shaped, and up to 20cm 
across, and 1-3cm thick. The surface is a 
fragile chalky layer, which is usually off 
White, but may be pink, red, yellow, 
8teenish, brown or violet. The interior at 
Maturity is a powdery mass of dark grey 
brown to blackish spores. The spores (under 

gh power microscope) are 6-9ym_ diam., 

Obose, purplish brown, with an 
Omamentation of fine warts. 


Fuligo septica commonly occurs on 
Woodchips, pine bark or mulch, and has also 
pect observed on damp skirting boards in 
Ouses and in natural bushland, particularly 
9n fallen bark of stringybark eucalypts. Fruit 
Odies occur throughout the year, but 


particularly after summer rain or heavy 
watering. 


Slime moulds like Fuligo do not harm living 
plants, but feed on minute particles of 
organic matter or microscopic organisms 
that live amongst bark and litter. 


There do not appear to be any records of 
this species causing poisoning or injury in 
Australia. As with any fungus producing a 
powdery spore mass, care should be taken 
not to inhale spores. 


Comprehensive descriptions can be found 


in: 
Martin, GW & Alexopoulos, CJ (1969). The 
Myxomycetes. University of Iowa Press, 
Iowa City. 

Stephenson, SL & Stempen, H (1994). 
Myxomycetes. A handbook of slime moulds. 
Timber Press, Portland. 
Coloured _ illustrations 
material are provided in: 
Fuhrer (1994). A field companion to 
Australian fungi. Five Mile Press: 
Hawthorn. P.159. 


of Australian 


A perfect day to spend below ground level! 
It was on a decidedly damp Saturday 29 
May that twenty-two members and friends 
set off for Buchan, with Dirk as our ever- 
capable Tripalong Tours driver. On arrival at 
the Buchan Reserve at 11.15am, we met 
Kim and John Van Dyk, our excursion 
leaders, and also two of our Bairnsdale FNC 
friends. John is a trained geologist, and both 
he and Kim are highly experienced 
speleologists, much in demand as leaders of 
explorations of the caves system. 


Before lunch, we walked through the Royal 
Cave, guided also by one of the Parks 
Victoria rangers. The Royal Cave maintains 
a. constant temperature of 17°C and a very 
high humidity (approximately 95%). It is 
entered via a man-made tunnel, and is part of 
the longest known cave system in Victoria. 
Around the beginning of this century, Frank 
Moon discovered the Fairy Cave. Soon 
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after, in 1910, he and two companions 
accessed the Royal Cave, some 520m in 
length ‘door to door’. As a stream cave, we 
were able to experience something of what 
our speaker of the previous evening, Susan 
White, had described. 


Some of the early Devonian limestone in the 
Royal Cave is very dark, being ‘chocolate 
brown’ in colour. Kim pointed out a number 
of clearly visible plant fossils. Some flat 
sections of the cave ‘ceiling’ displayed 
hundreds of fine stalactites of short length. 
Each stalactite starts out as a ‘straw’, which 
later blocks up, and then the formation 
thickens as it grows. Beautiful terraces with 
‘scalloped’ edges were also to be seen. 


There is a wonderful diversity of colour in 
the formations. Kim also pointed out the 
non-natural lampenflora (green algae, etc) 
which are produced by the artificial lighting. 
The cave system would at one stage have 
been filled with mud as a result of earth 
movements. Subsequently, the action of 
water would have washed away this mud. 


The lovely striped shawls have recently been 
tested, and it has been determined that fulvic 
and humic acids (from decaying vegetation), 
not as earlier thought, iron oxide, are the 
source of the reddish colouration of the 
stripes. 


The helictite formations were particularly 
interesting — these have a corkscrew shape, 
probably because of the way that calcite 
crystals form. Towards the end of our walk, 
a number of calcified tree roots were visible 
in higher chambers. 


Kim noted the absence of evidence of bats in 
this cave system. 


After lunch in the picnic shelter, we strolled 
to the A E Lind swimming pool, at the 
outflow point of the cave system stream. 
This water is recirculated for cave 
cleaning/maintenance, being appropriately 
non-acidic. With the showers holding off, we 
climbed the nearby hill to inspect the Moon 
Cave and, higher up, and excellent 
geological interpretation point. From here, 
an amazingly high river terrace can be 


discerned on the opposite hill, as can a 
nearby fault line and mudstone and limestone 
boundaries. 


After a quick look at a nearby bluff 
formation, we set out for home, grateful to 
Kim and John for the insight we had gained 
into this geologically significant reserve. 


Philip Rayment 


General Meetings & Excursions 


Friday 25 June: Wildflowers of South-west 
WA — Philip Rayment 


Saturday 26 June: Mt Worth State Park. 
Meet 10.30am at the Mt Worth Picnic 
Ground on the Allambee Estate Road. Due 
to roadworks on the road from Darnum it is 
advisable to use Hazeldean Road from 
Yarragon. Morning short walk on Standing 
Giant Track; lunch at Picnic Ground; 
afternoon Moonlight Creek Track. 


Friday 23 July: Dolphins in Port Phillip Bay 
— Jeff Weir 


Saturday 24 July: AP Settlement Ponds. 
Meet 10am at Maryvale Mill oval, off 
Traralgon West Road. If conditions are 
poor, lunch will be at Wirilda. 


Finance — Balance 

General A/c $1171.82. Cash Management 
Trust $8987.12 (Investment $2396.30 and 
Conservation $6590.82) 


Business Arising, General Business & 
Correspondence 


Jean Galbraith Memorial — Mrs Archbold 
enthusiastic about Club’s effort and said seat 
will be in a lawn area so would not require 
bolting down. Best grade treated pine 
(painted) will be used at a cost of about $80. 
Donations to memorial fund currently at 
$188. Commemoration plaque to be 
ordered. An ‘opening’ ceremony will be held 
at Dunedin. 


el 
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Pampas Grass — letter from VicRoads - seed 
heads have been removed. 


Jean Galbraith Botany Memorial Scholarship 
— Phil and Jackie to attend meeting of the 
LaTrobe Shire trust on June 22. 


Loy Yang Power Environment Open Day 
June 6 — volunteers needed to provide a 
display at the Control Centre Building foyer. 


VFNCA Spring Camp — Sunraysia area, 15- 
19 September. $25 deposit required before 1 
August. Enquiries (including full cost) David 
Robinson Phone/Fax 03 5023 0598; email: 


dotdavid@vic.ozland.net.au. Our acting 
Secretary Jackie has booking forms. ; 


Leave of Absence for President and Editor 
August-September — Lorna will take the 
Chair; Jackie and Wendy in conjunction with 
Bruce Bremner will produce the Naturalist. 


Conservation Matters 


Walhalla railway bridge reconstruction — 
Bon agreed to look for any plant lists of the 
Walhalla area to be sent to Stephen Bell. 
Failing this DNRE Traralgon should provide 
a FIS printout for the area. Letter to be sent 
to S Bell recommending weed eradication as 
Natural regeneration is most likely if this is 
done without plantings. 


Hazelwood Power Meeting — Bon, Ollie, 
Rob and Phil met with HP on the Club’s 
Submission. The meeting was useful in that it 
Informed on the constraints on the 3 
Projects. 


Hazelwood Power wetlands site inspection 
led by HP at Wetlands Committee meeting 
26 May. Lorna to attend in Rob’s stead, Phil 
and Bluchers also. 


Jeff Weir — Dolphins in Port Phillip Bay. 
Jeff is the Director of the Dolphin Research 
Institute, and his talk will cover issues facing 
the dolphins in Port Phillip Bay and southern 
Victoria, particularly managing pressures on 
these dolphins such as the effects of eco- 
tourism. Jeff is a marine biologist who spent 
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15 years teaching in a range of secondary 
and tertiary institutions, and who set up his 
own consulting company before taking up 
his present position. 


Throughout the past year, the Friends of 
Mount Worth State Park Inc have had the 
usual successful operations. We appreciate 
the presence and active cooperation of our 
Park’s very part-time Ranger, Rob Howell, 
in contrast with the lack of communication 
or cooperation from higher up the 
management organisation, in spite of what 
appears to be Parks Victoria policy of 
encouraging unpaid work by volunteers. 


By using some of the generous gift of 
treated pine timber from Weirs Treated Pine 
of Darnum and a welcome Grant from our 
supportive Baw Baw Shire Council, we have 
been placing hand railing and seats along the 
Moonlight Creek Valley Track where it is 
unavoidably steep at places such as gullies at 
creek crossings, as well as seating at 
strategic spots. This track’s purpose is 
primarily to help disadvantaged folk to be 
able to enjoy the marvellous beauty and 
birdlife of a special part of the Park. 


The importance of natural treasures of which 
Mount Worth is a prime example is clearly 
seen if one looks at a map of West and 
South Gippsland, e.g. the RACV map of 
Eastern Melbourne and Central Gippsland, 
with National and State Parks shown. 


The Friends would urge members of the 
LVFNC to take part in our regular activity 
days directed mainly at maintaining the 
access tracks and improving comfort and 
safety amenities of them. 


Jack Brooks 


_ Editor’s Note: This report has been abridged 


- the original is available for perusal on 
request. 
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Brush-tailed Phascogale (Tuan) 
A threatened species of Box and Box 
Ironbark forests and woodlands 


A small, nocturnal, arboreal, carnivorous 
marsupial which is a member of the Family 
Dasyuridae, (a relative to the Tiger Quoll). 
Adult Tuans can grow to over 400mm in 

‘length. They are grey in colour with a 
creamy underbelly, distinctive black 
‘bottlebrush’ tails and pink noses. It is a shy 
but very ‘fleet of foot’ animal occurring in 
low densities. (TSN’s coordinator has lived 
amongst Tuans for many years and says that 
the “tap tap” noise, made as it runs across 
the tin roof or with its front feet when 
perched on a tree trunk and faced with a 
‘nuisance’ such as a Sugar Glider, signals 
clearly that a Phascogale is about). 


Phascogale distribution is fragmented in 
Victoria, in Box and Box Ironbark forests 
and woodlands where it forages over very 
large home ranges for an animal of its size. It 
is known to occur in the foothills to the east 
and north-east of Melbourne, in Central 
Victoria, north-eastern Victoria, the 
Brisbane Ranges and far western Victoria. 
Records from Gippsland have not been 
found for 25 years. (The Friends of Baw 
Baw National Park are currently looking for 
signs of the species in areas they were 
released some years ago). 


A Brush-tailed Phascogale Coordinating 
Group has been established in Victoria by 
DNR&E, bringing together biologists and 
regional departmental officers from flora and 
fauna and forestry sections, as well as 
Friends of the Tuan. The purpose is to 
ensure that identified management actions 
are carried out. 


Current research is helping to better define 
the habitat needs of this delightful little 
dasyurid. This is especially important given 
that its preferred habitat is also utilized for 
timber harvesting in some areas and for 
agricultural or residential development in 
others. 


The Brush-tailed Phascogale is listed under 
Victoria’s Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act. 
An Action Statement has been prepared - 
you can access this on the internet through 


www. nre. vic. gov.au/notes/ 


Once planned nest boxes have been placed 
in key habitat areas, a monitoring program 
will commence. If you would like to 
participate in your own region, please 
contact the Victorian TSN Coordinator 
Felicity Faris @ 9650 8296. 


Editor’s Note: The Brush-tailed Phascogale 
was the topic of our Club’s May 1993 guest 
speaker Todd Soderquist. The report of his 
talk appeared in the August Naturalist, issue 
number 356. 


NATIONAL THREATENED SPECIES 
DAY 


SEPTEMBER 7, 1999 


For information about participating in, or 
assisting in highlighting the day, contact 
Felicity Faris, Victoria’s TSN Coordinator — 
Phone 9650 8296 

Fax 9654 6843 


Email tsnvic@ozemail.com.au 


New strategy for recovery of Victoria’s 
threatened orchids 


The Threatened Species and Communities 
Section of DNR&E has established an 
Orchid Recovery Team to oversee the 
recovery of threatened orchids in Victoria. 


It is a working group bringing together 
experts, managers and the community to 
look at what is needed to recover orchids 
and to devise a Statewide Strategy. 


It will also oversee the process of 
implementation of Action Statements 
produced for orchid species under the Flora 
and Fauna Guarantee Act. 


Contact — Fiona Coates @ 9412 4291 
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At the March meeting Dr Terry Walker, the 
Principal Environmental Consultant with 
Australian Water Technologies was the 
guest speaker. Terry spoke on freshwater 
macro-invertebrates and his address focused 
on those found locally. The guest speaker 
illustrated his address with coloured 
Overhead transparencies. A leaflet titled 
Some ‘Bugs’ (Macro-invertebrates) found in 
Streams was distributed to those present. 
This leaflet contained four pages of drawings 
of common freshwater invertebrates. 
Towards the end of his address, Terry 
teferred to several publications on 
freshwater invertebrates for those interested 
in obtaining more information on the topic. 


Terry commented many freshwater macro- 
invertebrates lived in the water for the 
“Majority of their lives. Insects were the 
dominant freshwater invertebrates and many 
of them fed in the water, others on the 
surface of the water or just under the surface 
of the water. Studying the diversity and 
quantity of freshwater macro-invertebrates 
Present in a water body enables ecologists to 
assess the impact of environmental changes. 
A food chain was displayed to show the 
Inter-relationships between various 
freshwater flora and fauna. Nowadays the 
emphasis is placed upon studying the entire 
aquatic environment rather than small 
aspects of it. 


Various coloured transparencies were shown 
of different types of freshwater habitats. 
These included mountain streams, fern 
8ullies, rivers, drains and farm dams. Some 
of these transparencies were of pristine 
€nvironments in contrast with others which 
Showed freshwater with no riparian 
vegetation. The destruction of the 
Surrounding vegetation results in the loss of 
Specific species. Both permanent and 
temporary water bodies were illustrated. 
Some freshwater invertebrates are well 
adapted to life in ephemeral streams and 
Others to naturally organic water bodies. The 
atter may increase in numbers in disturbed 
€nvironments. 


Terry then referred to specific groups of 


freshwater 


freshwater invertebrates, referring to 
particular classes or orders rather than 
specific species. The first were the 
unsegmented and segmented worms, some 
of which were often good indicators of the 
health of aquatic environments. The second 
were the leeches which fed on body fluids 
and possessed extremely sensitive vibration 
and chemical receptors. The third group 
were molluscs which consists of bivalves and 
gastropods. The bivalves eg. mussels have a 
shell consisting of two pieces in contrast to 
the gastropods eg. snails which have a single 
coiled shell. The fourth group of macro- 
invertebrates were the crustaceans. This is a 
very large and diverse group of mainly 
omnivorous arthropods. Within this group 
are the freshwater shrimps, yabbies and 
crayfish. The next group were the insects. 
Some insects live their entire lives in 
freshwater while others live in water only as 
larvae or nymphs. Terry outlined two basic 
forms of insect development prior to 
elaborating on the different orders of insects 
that live (at least some of their lives) in 
freshwater. Illustrations were shown of 
aquatic bugs with mouthparts designed for 
sucking and aquatic beetles with mouthparts 
designed for chewing. Terry referred to the 
belostomid water-bugs where the female lays 
her eggs on the back of the males and to the 
large nepid bugs which have a terminal air 
tube to allow them to breathe while under 
water. Some bugs such as the belostomids 
are capable of inflicting a painful jab. Back- 
swimmers or water-boatmen are notonecid 
bugs which swim. upside-down. The guest 
speaker added that many adult beetles and 
bugs can readily take flight and some can fly 
great distances in search of water. Terry then 
elaborated on how to recognise some of the 
different types of aquatic insect nymphs. For 
example, mayfly nymphs are recognised by 
the three filaments on their abdomen while 
stonefly nymphs have two tails. Dragonfly 
nymphs are voracious predators and are 
capable of jet propulsion. The last group of 
invertebrates discussed were 
arachnids, consisting of fishing spiders and 
aquatic mites. Fishing spiders use hair 
surrounding their spiracles to trap air which 
allows them to dive and stay underwater for 
considerable periods. These spiders are 
capable of catching fish, tadpoles and 
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insects. The spiders (of the genus Terry's address was both interesting and 

Dolomedes) are commonly seen running informative. Aquatic invertebrates are a 

across the surface of still freshwater. The | common sight but are often difficult to 

females carry their egg-sac under their identify. The Field Naturalists present are 

abdomen. now better informed about the identification 
and biology of some of the lesser known 
native fauna. 


DYTISCIDAE GLOSSIPHONIDAE ZYGOTERA 
Water Beetle Freshwater Leech Damsel-fly larva 


BLEPHAROCERIDAE 
Freshwater shrimp Net-veined midge larva Freshwater Mite 


Rob de Souza-Daw 
Ed. Terry Walker 


Registration — Wednesday 15", Optional Outings — 16-17", Outings and Meetings — 18-19". 
Accommodation — bookings through Alfred Deakin Visitor Information @ 1800 039 043 


Excursions — A selected cross section of Sunraysia area without the tourist venues. Two days 

(Friday and Saturday) being bused (bookings essential) and two days of drive yourself. Guides 
provided at all times.( A general summary of proposed outings and booking form is available 
from Wendy Savage or Jackie Tims, LVFNC.) 


A $25 deposit required before August 1°, cheques made payable to Sunraysia FNC Inc. 
Inquiries — David Robinson Phone/fax 03 5023 0598, email dotdavid@vic.ozland.net.au 
Sunraysia Field Naturalists Club Inc, PO Box 763, Mildura Vic 3502 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Club: Contact: Meeting: 

Latrobe Valley Secretary 7.30 pm on the fourth Friday of 

ENC Inc. Mrs W Savage each month at the Moe 
LVENC Inc. Community Health Centre, 
PO Box 1205 Fowler Street 
Morwell 3840 Moe Vic. 3825 
5634 2246 
Assistant Secretary 
Ms J Tims 
%® 9589 4047 or 5634 2628 

Sale FNC Mrs Betty Jarvis 8 pm on the first Friday of each 
64 Powerscourt St month at Room 13, Continuing 
Maffra 3860 | Education Centre, Raymond St. 
@ 5147 2151 Sale Vic 3850 

Bairnsdale FNC Inc. = = ~—“‘Mrs Pat Tratt 8 pm on the third Friday of each 
P.O. Box 563 month at Noweyung, 84 Goold 
Bairnsdale 3875 Street, Bairnsdale 3875 
@ 5156 2683 

Subscriptions: 

Due March 31st. Please forward to Hon. Treasurer Mr Bruce Adams 
(Chess made payable to LVFNC Inc) _ 7 Lorikeet Place 
Traralgon 3844 


Naturalist: $15, Family: $30, Single Member: $22, Junior Member: $15 
Half fees apply for those joining after 31 August. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist is the official publication of the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist 
Club Inc. The Club subscription includes the "Naturalist". 


Brief contributions and short articles on any aspect of natural history are invited from 
members of all clubs. Articles, including those covering Club speakers and excursions, — 
would typically be around one A4 side in length, and should not exceed 1,000 words. 


Responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed in this magazine rests 
with the author of the article. 


Contributions should be addressed to: Mrs Gill Bremner 
Editor, LV Naturalist — 
PO Box TOM ore 
TRARALGON VIC 3844 


Phone: 5195 5353 home 
5122 6880 work © 
Email: Sopa @Bienons .com 
= Front cover artwork by Beatie Roberts pitas 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 

Meeting: Friday 23 July Dolphins in Port Phillip Bay — Jeff Weir 

Excursion: Saturday 24 July AP Settlement Ponds. Meet 10am at Maryvale Mill oval, 
off Traralgon West Road. We will view a short video 
before entering the Ponds area. If weather is poor lunch will 
be at Wirilda. 


Bird Group Excursion: Monday 2 August to Caringal Scout Camp. Meet 10am at 
Tyers Bridge on Moe-Erica Road. Contact: Elsie Coggan 
@ 5127 1857. 


Botany Group: Meets on the moming of the Saturday following the club 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage @ 5634 2246. 


Meeting: Friday 27 August The Art of Catchment Management — Ross Scott 


Excursion: Saturday 28 August Leighs Creek- Briagolong flora reserve-cemetery. Elsie to 
lead. Meet 10.30am outside Briagolong Hotel. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK Contact: Jack Brooks 5623 1563 
FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris & 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton # 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP Contact: Graeme Rowe @ 5662 2449 


Next activities: Saturday 7 August AGM; Saturday 14 August The Gurdies/Yallock Creek — 
Eastern Curlew; Saturday 28 August Yallock Creek — early returning small waders. 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre @ 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Sec. 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Centre & 5674 3738 
Next activity: Sun 22 August — Cape Liptrap-Walkerville Coast Walk. Lis Williams 5674 1504 


FRIENDS OF TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR CONSERVATION RESERVE 
Contacts: Gary Deane @ 5174 1591 (Pres.) Steve Kurec #@ 5173 1491 (Shire Liaison Officer) 


HEYFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE COMMITTEE 
Contacts: Ron Kerr & 5148 2575 (President). Wendy Rhodes @ 5148 3058 (Secretary) 


PLEASE NOTE —- MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 
SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1999-2000 ARE DUE NOW 


See inside back cover for details. 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 13 AUGUST 
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WILDFLOWERS" 


WESTERN AUSTRALL 


OUTHERN 


In reply to the question “Where do you 
consider to be Australia’s most impressive 
natural wonders?” Brigadier Hugh Officer 
replied “Although the East has a feast, the 
West is best.” 


At our June meeting Phil Rayment shared 
with us his experiences during a “Happy 
Walker’ tented bus trip to the south of WA, 
“the floristic province”, in the Spring of 
1996. 


Our pictorial experiences started on the 
Nullarbor, at Yalata where we saw four 
contrasts, a pink frankenia, a craggy shingle 
back lizard, the massive sea cliffs and then 
the equally impressive sand dunes at Eucla. 


We were introduced to the crisp beauty of 
the White Everlasting  Helipterum 
Jloribundum as we headed for Norseman. 
There the firebush Keraudrenia integrifolia 
and a one sided bottlebrush, Calothamnus 
quadrifidus, were noted. Lake Cowan was 
viewed from Jimberlana Hill, with pretty 
Pink spotted eremophila at the walkers’ feet. 


The bus then whisked the party to Esperance 
In granite country set amongst magnificent 
Tounded tors and heath scrub, all set off by 
Secluded swimming coves. Blue dampiera, 
Spider orchids and Pimelia rosea were in 
abundance. 


Cape Le Grande NP principal land feature is 
Frenchman Peak, while nearer the campsite 
at Lucky Bay, Caladenia flava, Banksia 
Speciosa and a Thelymitra sp. known locally 
as a custard orchid were observed along the 
Walk from Rossiter Bay to Lucky Bay. 
Further spectacular scenery was found in the 
Mississippi Hill area. 


Next came Fitzgerald River NP with its 
328.000 Ha containing some 1700 plant 
Species; it is classified as an International 
Biosphere Reserve. The party had no trouble 
In finding photographic targets, e.g. Royal 

akea, Qualup Bell, the vivid coloured 

iting heads on the four winged mallee, 
Purple flag, and Petrophile linearis to name 


a few. The view from East Mt Barren was as 
picturesque as the scenery which the party 
had just traversed. 


The Stirling Range NP is roughly 80km by 
30km encompassing 115,000 Ha and is 
uplifted shales and sandstones, noted for its 
Darwinia species. Views from the highest 
point Bluff Knoll were magnificent, the bluff 
itself being an impressive sight. 


The floristic scenery was also spectacular 
with the remarkable Southern Cross 
Xanthosia rotundifolia setting the standard, 
while Grass Trees and Gompholobium sp. 
contrasted sharply with each other and the 
Beaufortia decussata, Diuris longifolia and 
mantis orchids. The pillar box red 
leschenaultia Lechenaultia formosa set a 
new standard in colour while the Harsh 
Hakea H. prostrata is variable in its habit, 
being prostrate on the coast and erect inland. 
The strange blooms on the Common 
Catspaw Anigozanthos humilis were 
admired as the party passed on to a pretty 
woodland near the camp. Again the floral 
species were numerous and varied, with 
lilies, isopogons, the beautiful Banksia 
coccinea interspersed with cowslip, mantis 
and the attractive zebra orchids. 


Porongurup National Park is so named by 
the aborigines as ‘a meeting place near 
water’ and the 12 rounded peaks are granite, 
about 1500 million years old. The scenery, 
as usual, was majestic: the plants here have 
adapted to the terrain with a species of 
hibbertia being indigenous to the area while 
Boronia crenulata thrives on the bleak 
windswept summits by forcing its roots 
down into cracks between the tors. 


On the way to Torndirrup NP the party 
noted a coast banksia B. attenuata at Two 
People’s Bay nature reserve. In Torndirrup 
NP a splendid group of donkey orchids was 
growing beside the track. The view down 


the Flinders Peninsula did not warn us about 


the next slide which showed us the sea 
crashing into ‘The Gap’ or the following one 
which showed us a natural stone bridge over 
the seething water below. 
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As Mt Lindesay, near Denmark, is getting 
into the 800mms+ annual rainfall area, the 
party encountered prolific growth of mosses 
with clumps of drosera and white myrtle 
making up 'gardens' amongst the stones. 


Red Tingle trees Eucalyptus jacksonii and 
Tassel Flowers Leucopogon verticillatus 
were noticed by the party in the Walpole 
area as they journeyed to the Mt Frankland 
NP. Mt Frankland is an isolated granite knob 
in the midst of karri forest. Two ‘new’ 
orchids were observed, a jug orchid 
Pterostylis recurva and an odd cowslip on 
which the bottom two petals had a decided 
red tinge to them, possibly a hybrid with 
Pink Fairies Caladenia latifolia *. 


Northcliffe Nature Reserve is noted for its 
huge karri ‘Gloucester Tree’ which has been 
used as a fire spotting tower as it has steps 
and handrail fitted up its bole — it was 
certainly worth a visit. 


Kangaroo Paw Anigozanthos manglesii and 
bright blue Lechenaultia biloba were 
observed in the Cape Leeuwin area as the 
party journeyed to Lesmurdie Falls NP in the 
Darling Scarp above Perth. The splendour of 
the falls was matched by the profusion of 
white pimelia, pink enamelled orchids, 
grevillea, trigger plants and still more Blue 
Leschenaultia. 


The finale for the evening was a spectacular 
sunset shot near Cape Naturaliste which 
goes to show the Brig was right! 


1 Corrick, M.,Fuhrer, B. and George, A., 
Wildflowers of WA (The Five Mile Press: 
Hawthorn, 1997), p144 #458 

Jim Blucher 

VICTORIAN CAVES AND KARST 

Talk by Ms Susan White 28.5.99 

This was a most enlightening — talk 
considering we were going next day on a 


field excursion to Buchan Caves. 


Karst is the name given to landscape in 
which the dominant process is solution. 


Karst is characterised by caves, underground 
drainage and other landforms formed by 
solution. In Victoria the vast majority of 
karst is south of the Great Dividing Range 
where water is most available. The most 
common rock is limestone from the Silurian, 
Devonian, Tertiary and Quaternary 
geological periods. 


Victorian caves are notable for their great 
variety both in type of host rock and in cave 
form. The caves in eastern Victoria consist 
of three main types: 


Stream Passage Caves formed by 
perennial and intermittent streams with some 
examples showing older abandoned high 
levels. The Royal Cave which we saw next 
day was well decorated with stalactites and 
stalagmites, shawls and pillars. 


Vertical Potholes which form as a 
result of solution along the intersection of 
joint planes. There are examples at Buchan 
where the caves are now 200m above the 
present valley floor indicating that they were 
formed before the landscape was lowered by 
erosion. This process is known as inversion 
of relief. 


Collapse Caves created when roof 
top material collapses. 


The Cainozoic Limestones of Western 
Victoria show a great variety/number of 
caves but for unknown reasons some have 
intense karst formation, yet not far away 
there may be very little. Examples at 
Warrnambool, Glenelg River and Timboon 
tend to be horizontal, have more collapse, 
often are multi-entranced and may not have 
much decoration. The Quaternary 
(Pleistocene) dune limestones show karst 
development featuring cemented caprock 
near the surface, vertical solution pipes and 
low, wide horizontal maze caves just below 
the caprock or at the level of the 
surrounding plains. The poorly consolidated 
nature of the rock means that collapse plays 
an important role. 


Basalt. The Western District lava plains 
extend from Melbourne to about Mt 
Gambier. Lava flowed from fissures and 
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shield cones across large areas. The pseudo 
karsts thus developed include simple and 
complex tubes, volcanoes, tumuli and stony 
rises. 


Granite and Granite-like rocks are host 
rocks for caves found for example at 
Labertouche, Tynong, Mt Buffalo and 
Neerim South. The bedrock is a late 
Devonian granite known as Tynong Granite. 
At Labertouche the cave is formed in a blind 
valley with the crest of the col terminating 
about 25m above the stream level. The 175m 
of cave passage is comprised of spaces 
between the boulders. Sounds interesting}! 


Miscellaneous. These include sea caves in 
basalt sometimes with an underlay of 
limestone, mudstones and sandstones; or 
inland as at the Den of Nargun. Included in 
this group are the extensive series of 
overhangs found in the Grampians. 


Caves in Victoria have been known and used 
by man for a very long time. The Aboriginal 
Victorians inhabited them and used their 
Walls as art sites. 


European interest in the caves at Buchan is 
well documented since the visits by 
geologists Howitt and Stirling in the 1880s. 


Sue concluded by remarking that the 
Victorian caves and karst areas are of 
Immense variety and forms, and new caves 
and areas continue to be discovered. 


Thank you Sue for the loan of your notes 
Which have helped me put this summary 
together. 


Mary Austin 


JEAN GALBRAITH MEMORIAL 
FUND 


Donations are still being accepted — please 
Contact Treasurer Bruce Adams 


JEAN. GALBRAITH: SOME 
PERSONAL REFLECTIONS ~ 

Botanists and Field Naturalists and a host of 
close friends all over Australia were 
saddened to hear of the death of Miss 
Galbraith earlier this year. Jean would not 
wish us to be sad for she had a very strong 
faith and would perhaps have regarded dying 
as just a part of living. 


She was the eldest and only girl in her family 
and is said to have suffered much ill-health in 
her childhood years. It was to be her lot to 
nurse each of her parents through their last 
years. Jean had barely recovered from this 
when an aged uncle and aunt became in need 
of care. As everyone agreed, who better than 
Jean with all her experience to look after 
them. She was thus more or less tied to her 
home and garden for the first half of her life. 
Of the three brothers, two became teachers; 
she suffered a great grief when her third and 
favourite brother lost his life on a winter 
walk in the high country. A married man, he 
left a small son. Jean and her mother took 
the baby and reared him to enable the young 
widow to return to her profession of 
nursing. 


Jean had always taken a lively interest in 
plants of all sorts as well as in general 
natural history. Her large garden was her 
pride and joy. It was her pen, however, that 
opened the wide world to her. Regular 
contributions to many magazines as well as 
her growing list of books brought her many 
friends. She joined the Field Naturalists Club 
of Victoria early on and contributed many 
papers to its journal, the Victorian 
Naturalist. In the city for the annual nature 
shows of that club Jean helped with the 
setting up and naming of native plants from 
all over Victoria. Here she was in contact 
with the experts in their various fields and 
plied them with questions: One man in 
particular noted Jean’s youth and keenness 


~ and her apparent thirst for knowledge. He 


was H B Williamson, a leading botanist and 
naturalist of his day. Thus began a long 
partnership wherein the girl from the country 
collected for the botanist in the city who 
named the specimens. Each of them retained 
plant material for their own herbariums. 


nme 
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Jean’s knowledge expanded with each plant 
specimen. 


When we all met in the Latrobe Valley in 
1964 to form an FNC of our own several 
longtime country members of FNCV met in 
person for the first time. We became the 
foundation members of our own club. We 
began this with a tremendous advantage. We 
had our own resident botanist, one who had 
just published her first book on native plants 
Wildflowers of Victoria. It was a catalogue, 
in simple language, of all our Victorian 
plants. It enabled us to lope through the 
bush jotting down the proper names of tree 
and flower and orchid. Happily for us, this 
was before the era of constant name 
changes! We owe Jean so much. She was a 
ready and generous teacher, giving us talks 
and instruction, finding qualified speakers 
for us among the many she knew and often 
leading us on field excursions. 


Jean had enormous powers of concentration, 
the work of producing two books, the 
second one the much larger Collins Field 
Guide to the Wild Flowers of South-East 
Australia entailed years of close study. Day 
after day, week after week, found her at her 
big living room table, surrounded by papers 
and references. On her left the wood fire 
crackled away, the heavy iron kettle singing 
on the hob. To her right the big window 
framed the bird baths and feeders in the 
garden. Some strange fowl appeared there 
over the years, such as the Powerful Owl 
and the Satin Bower-bird. Bookshelves 
around the room housed her extensive 
library. There was much field work to be 
done as well as long days and nights too 
working in the Melbourne Herbarium. 


Although on a busy road the rambling 
garden screened the house from the public 
eye. No door was ever locked. Some tired 
botanist on his way home from far places 
might come in looking for a meal and a bed. 
Although Jean had no qualifications many a 
young student who had was liable to call in 
with his “too hard basket’ to avail himself of 
Jean’s practical knowledge. Together they 
would swot over the specimens until all were 
worked out and neatly labelled to the mutual 
benefit of both. 
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In later years a trip abroad became possible 
for Jean which she appreciated. There she 
was able to contact all those helpful people 
and herbaria with whom she had 
corresponded. Even the European Alps 
whence came many of those curious old 
world plants in her rock garden became part 
of her itinerary. 


Jean was a good walker and I only knew her 
to be lost (or temporarily mislaid) on one 
occasion. This was in the vicinity of Bryce’s 
Gorge in the High Country. A large party 
was spread out each doing their own thing 
when Jean, with a couple of companions, 
suddenly realized they were alone. True to 
form she sat them down on a log to wait. 
Back at the cars lunches were being 
unpacked when the word went round “Jean 
is missing”. All those weary hungry people 
forgot about their lunches and with one 
accord bolted back into the bush! They soon 
found her. 


During her career Jean lectured at Mt 
Beauty Summer School for the Council of 
Adult Education. She also took classes at 
Melbourne University. 


When age and infirmity made it no longer 
possible for her to live alone Jean moved 
into a local hostel and later into a church 
nursing home at Ringwood. She was not 
particularly happy, I think, in either place, 
but very sensibly knew she must adapt. She 
never lacked visitors or mail. In fact, Jean’s 
Christmas mail was such that the inward and 
outward volume almost warranted a 
secretary! She came home to be buried at 
Traralgon almost within sight of her old 
home, under beautiful flowers from her 
former garden. 


Miss Galbraith’s home and garden have both 
been restored by the new owners and are 
open to the public at weekends. 


Ellen Lyndon 
Editor’s Note: These reflections were 


originally prepared for the Plants Australia 
newsletter. 
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General Meetings & Excursions 


Friday 23 July: Dolphins in Port Phillip Bay 
— Jeff Weir 


Saturday 24 July: AP Settlement Ponds. 
Meet 10am at Maryvale Mill oval, off 
Traralgon West Road. If conditions are 
poor, lunch will be at Wirilda. 


Friday 27 August: The Art of Catchment 
Management — Ross Scott 


Saturday 28 August: Leighs Creek — 
Briagolong Flora Reserve-Cemetery. Meet 
10.30am outside Briagolong Hotel. 


Finance — Balance 

General A/c $1103.70. Cash Management 
Trust $8987.12 (Investment $2396.30 and 
Conservation $6590.82) 


Business Arising, General Business & 
Correspondence 


Jean Galbraith Memorial — seat has been 
ordered; the wood will be purchased on 
receipt of details from the maker. 


ABC website — President visited the site and 
Teported good details. 


Jean Galbraith Scholarship — P Rayment and 
; Tims to attend meeting with Shire Trust 22 
une. 


Walhalla Railway bridge reconstruction — 
letter and plant list has been forwarded to 
Mr S Bell. 


Program Planning meeting — Wednesday 6 
October at Lorna Long’s. Bring plate for 
light meal. 


Parks Victoria Grants Program — one 
Category is most suitable for brochure 
Project. Meeting at Lorna’s 21 July. 
Applications close 6 August. 


Hancock’s Code of Practice — Suzy Zent is 
expected to contact the Club re their code of 
practice on clear felling. 


Crinigan Road reserve Management Plan — a 
good report has been made. 


Churchill Public Paths Network —- the 
network plan is out for public comment. R 
deSouza-Daw and Harris have 
commented. P Rayment to send it off. 


Sale FNC are concerned about the Dawson 
Reserve (Railtrail). Bon has supplied them 
with plant and bird lists. 


Conservation Matters 


Hazelwood Wetlands — the Committee has 
reviewed and amended the report. 


Sergeant’s Drive Council Block — A plant 
list supplied by Dr Mary Ellis has been 
amended by B Thompson. P Rayment has 
inspected the block; the south-west corner 
needs grading and revegetation. P Rayment 
will respond. The Botany Group will 
consider a survey in spring. 


Carrajung Conservation Reserve (Jungadale) 
— the committee met on 3 June; an AGM is 
planned for August. 


GUEST SPEAKER FOR AUGUST 


Ross Scott — The Art of Catchment 
Management. Ross, a former club member, 
would be remembered by some of our 
members as the Engineer with Mid 
Gippsland Rivers Management Authority 
when the Club was involved in plant surveys 
of the Latrobe River in the mid eighties. 
Ross was a former municipal engineer with 
the Rosedale Shire, and spent 15 months in 
Cambodia on emergency rehabilitation of the 
transport infrastructure. He is now the 
Manager of the Lake Wellington Catchment 
for the West Gippsland Catchment 
Management Authority. 


SSS SSS 
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REQUIRED URGENTLY — YOUR 
ARTICLE 


This is YOUR magazine. Please jot down any 
interesting or unusual sightings, or ‘goings-on’ in 
the garden, or anything with a natural history theme 


to share with us all and help make this a ‘newsy’ 
newsletter. It does not have to be very long — in fact 
lots of short snippets make for more varied reading. 
Just a paragraph or two will do! 


GET THOSE PENS AND NOTEBOOKS 
OUT AND START NOW! 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Club: Contact: Meeting: 

Latrobe Valley Secretary 7.30 pm on the fourth Friday of 

FNC Inc. Mrs W Savage each month at the Moe 
LVENC Inc. Community Health Centre, 
PO Box 1205 Fowler Street 
Morwell 3840 Moe Vic. 3825 
@ 5634 2246 
Assistant Secretary 
Ms J Tims 
® 9589 4047 or 5634 2628 

Sale FNC Mrs Betty Jarvis 8 pm on the first Friday of each 
64 Powerscourt St month at Room 13, Continuing 
Mafira 3860 Education Centre, Raymond St. 
@ 51472151 Sale Vic 3850 

Bairnsdale FNC Inc. Mrs Pat Tratt 8 pm on the third Friday of each 
P.O. Box 563 month at Noweyung, 84 Goold 
Bairnsdale 3875 © Street, Bairnsdale 3875 
@ 5156 2683 

Subscriptions: | 

Due March 3 1st. .Please forward to Hon. Treasurer Mr Bruce Adams 
(Cheques made payable to LVFNC Inc) 7 Lorikeet Place 
Traralgon 3844 


Naturalist: $15, Family: $30, Single Member: $22, Junior Member: $15 
Half fees apply for those joining after 31 August. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist is the official publication of the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist 
Club Inc. The Club subscription includes the "Naturalist". 


Brief contributions and short articles on any aspect of natural history are invited from 
members of all clubs. Articles, including those covering Club speakers and excursions, — 
would typically be around one A4 side in length, and should not exceed 1,000 words. 


Responsibility for the agen aey, of information and opinions expressed in this magazine rests 
with the author of the article. 


Contributions should be addressed to: Mrs Gill Bremner 
Editor, LV Naturalist 
PO Box 719 
TRARALGON VIC 3844 


Phone: 5195 5353 home 
5122 6880 work 
Email: Scribex@Bigpond.com 
- Front cover artwork by Beatrice Roberts - _ 


Incorporation No A0005323T 
ISSN 1030-5084 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 
Meeting: Friday 27 August The Art of Catchment Management — Ross Scott 


Excursion: SUNDAY 29 August Lee Creek — Brigolong flora reserve/cemetery. Elsie to 
lead. Meet 10.30am outside Briagolong Hotel. 


Bird Group Excursion: Monday 6 September to Morwell NP original section. Meet 
10am at carpark. Contact: Elsie Coggan @ 5127 1857. 

Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following the club 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage ®@ 5634 2246. 

Meeting: Friday 24 September Local Geology — Noel Schleiger 

Excursion: Saturday 25 September _— Related excursion in Trafalgar-Yarragon area. Meet 10am 
at Trafalgar Railway Station carpark. 


SPRING CAMP 9-10 OCTOBER Werribee Plains Zoo. Put your name on the list now! Meet 
12.30 Saturday in Zoo grounds at picnic area. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK Contact: Jack Brooks @ 5623 1563 
FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris @ 5122 3137 
FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton @ 5625 1293 _ 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP Contact: Graeme Rowe @ 5662 2449 


Next activities: Sunday 5 September Werribee SF — early returning small waders, Sunday 12 
September Yallock Creek — Eastern Curlew/early returning small waders. Sy 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK - 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre & 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY © 
PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Sec. 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Centre @ 5674 3738 
Next activity: Sun 17 October — Wonthaggi Heathlands. Eulalie Brewster &@ 5674 0726 


FRIENDS OF TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR CONSERVATION RESERVE 
Contacts: Gary Deane @ 5174 1591 (Pres.) Steve Kurec @ 5173 1491 (Shire Liaison Officer) 


HEYFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE COMMITTEE 
Contacts: Ron Kerr @@ 5148 2575 (President). Wendy Rhodes @ 5148 3058 (Secretary) 


PLEASE NOTE — MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 
SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1999-2000 ARE DUE NOW 
See inside back cover for details. 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 10 SEPTEMBER (ARTICLES TO WENDY SAVAGE PLEASE ) 
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MT WORTH STATE PARK _ 


Saturday 26 June was a perfect day for our 
excursion to Mt Worth which was attended 
by 13 members and a couple of Friends of 
Mt Worth who came along to help as guides 
(Clive Green and daughter Sally). Frosty 
winter mornings are supposed to encourage 
lyrebirds to perform and there certainly were 
quite a number singing and mimicking all 
through the bush — presumably displaying 
too — but even though I ‘went bush’ a 
couple of times looking for them the best I 
could see was an empty mound. 


The “bushwalking’ group, led by Clive and 
Sally, headed off at a brisk pace, carrying 
their lunches, aiming for a nice waterfall on 
the Lorkin Creek, and taking in the attractive 
ferny bower near the falls. Apparently they 
met up with a wombat too. 


The less fit, like myself, were led by Jack 
Brooks who took us first to look at the 
Standing Giant — a massive Mountain Ash — 
where there was much discussion about the 
cause of the broken top — lightning or wind, 
and there were suggestions that its survival 
May in fact have been due to the spoiling of 
its wood by lightning. It was interesting to 
note that even on this giant tree there were a 
Myriad of tiny fungi and lichen growing. 


We then headed towards Trevorrows Mill 
and on the way came across an Austral 
Lady-fern Athyrium australe. 


During lunch at the picnic ground we were 
€ntertained by a variety of birds that were 
very used to being fed by picnickers. Most 
Interesting was the Lewin’s Honeyeater, but 
there were also a pair of Shrike Thrushes 
and a family of Blue Fairy Wrens. 


After lunch we strolled along the Moonlight 
Creek Walk through lots of tree ferns and 


Mountain Ash with Lyrebirds calling most of 
the time. We stopped occasionally to note 
some of the ferns like Shining Shield Fern, 
Strap Fern and Mother Spleenwort, and to 
note some of the common bushes for that 
environment, like Blanket Leaf, Bootlace 
Bush and Pittosporum bicolor. 


We took particular note of two ferns that 
had different fertile fronds on display — the 
Hard Water Fern and the Fishbone Water 
Fern. 


Coming back along the Moonlight Divide 
Track we stopped to identify a Wedge-tailed 
Eagle soaring way overhead, and closer to 
ground level saw a few Striated Thornbills. 


Ron Carey 


General Meetings & Excursions 


Friday 27 August: The Art of Catchment 
Management — Ross Scott 


SUNDAY 29 August: Lee Creek — 
Briagolong flora reserve/cemetery. Elsie to 
lead. Meet 10.30am at Briagolong Hotel. 
PLEASE NOTE —- THIS IS A SUNDAY 
EXCURSION (not Saturday as 
previously published) 


Friday 24 September: Local Geology — 
Noel Schleiger 


Saturday 25 September: Related excursion 


_in Trafalgar-Yarragon area. Meet 10am at 


Trafalgar Railway Station carpark. 


Finance — Balance 

General A/c $1232.70. Cash Management 
Trust $8987.12 (Investment $2396.30 and 
Conservation $6590.32) 


a 
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Business Arising, General Business & 
Correspondence 


Jean Galbraith scholarship - following 
meeting with Shire a revised draft proposal 
has been prepared to suit their parameters. 


Jean Galbraith memorial seat will be ready 
soon, and can be delivered to site. Wording 
for small plaque to be decided, and 
suggested unveiling 3pm Sat October 30. 


Cheryl Edwards sent information regarding 
eligibility for Flora and Fauna Grants — Bon 
will make contact. 


Hazelwood Power 1997-98 Annual 
Environment Report — agreed not to 
respond. 


President and Editor absence August and 
September — ask E Coggan to chair 
September meetings as Vice President also 
absent. Articles for September and October 
Naturalist to be sent to Wendy or Jackie. 


Spring Camp to Werribee Plains Zoo 9-10 
October. Start list at GM. Meet 12.30 
Saturday in Zoo grounds picnic area. 
Contact Geelong FNC re visit to Werribee 
Sewerage Farm Sunday. 


Concept plans for Wetlands and Brodribb 
Rd bird hides — development of detailed 
plans considered beyond scope of Club. 


Incorporation officer supplied with past and 
present membership list, 1997-99. 


Conservation Matters 


Crinigan Road Management Plan — 


submission sent. 


Churchill Public 
submission sent. 


Paths Network — 


Sergeant’s Drive Council Block - ask 
Botany Group to do a survey in October. 


Mathison Park — Federation Lawn and Koori 
Grove LaTrobe Shire granted $20,000 from 
Federal Community Grants Project. 


Noel Schleiger — Local Geology. Noel is an 
eminent geologist in the Field Naturalist 
Club of Victoria, and his interest in geology 
started as a hobby when he was a Maths 
teacher at Seymour. He studied part time 
and gained his M.Sc, then later his 


Doctorate in Maths and Earth Science. He 
has lectured in Geology for many years and 
was an examiner in Geology in the Senior 
Secondary area. Since retiring Noel still 
continues his research and teaching interests, 
and conducts geology classes for the U3A. 


The SPIDERS ALIVE! exhibition was on 
public display at Scienceworks from 1 June 
1998 to 4 October 1998. The exhibition was 
produced by the Australian Museum. 


The exhibition consisted of various displays 
of preserved and live Australian and foreign 
spiders. The highlight was probably the 
displays of the large and live tarantulas from 
South America, Central America and Africa. 
There were models of spider habitats - some 
with live, others with preserved specimens. 
In one section, microscopes were available 
for the public to examine the morphological 
detail of several specimens. Also on display 
were giant models of the anatomy of spiders. 


As patrons walked to the entrance of the 
spider exhibition, large overhead screens 
played Densey Clyne's audio-video titled 
Webs of Intrigue. This documentary features 
several of Australia's well-known species, 
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their habitats and their behaviour. At the 
entrance to the exhibition were three perspex 
models showing web designs of different 
spiders. This was followed by a display 
highlighting the size of spiders, from the pin- 
head size Armoured spider to the dinner- 
plate size South American Goliath Tarantula. 
Another display showed the various body 
shapes of spiders and a table display showed 
preserved spiders, each representing a 
different family. 


Spider Displays. One display showed the 
wide distribution of the Golden Orb Web 
spider Nephila edulus which disperses by 
ballooning. In contrast, the cave dwelling 
spiders of the Nullabor Plains have very 
limited distribution. Tatarus nurinenis for 
example is a blind spider known from only 
One isolated cave. 


Other models showed the habitat and 
Specimens of spiders living in different 
environments. There were woodland, forest 
and desert panoramas with samples of 
Spiders found in each of these environments. 
Another model of a bushland showed how 
grazing cattle and sheep destroyed the 
habitat for ground dwelling spiders. An old 
Corrugated shed contained empty containers, 
Paint cans, tools and gardening implements. 
Amongst the shed's contents were several 
Species of Australian spiders which have 
adapted well to life in and around dwellings. 


Several displays featured common Australian 
Spiders. One display contained live Red-back 
Spiders Latrodectus hasselti. Red-backs are 
Widely found in Australia and occasionally 
are accidentally introduced overseas. The 
Species is characterised by its pea-shaped 
abdomen and long slender legs. Females 
typically have a red dorsal marking which is 
Usually absent in males. Males are much 
Smaller than females. 

Funnel-web spiders are only found in 


Australia and there are 40 species in two 
families, Atrax and Hadronyche. Most 
Funnel-webs live in burrows under ground, 
in burrows amongst rocks, amongst rotting 
logs or amongst leaf litter. A few Funnel- 
web species are tree-dwelling and prefer the 
rough bark of Banksias, She-oaks and 
Paperbarks. Female Funnel-web spiders 
remain in or around their silk-lined ground 
or tree burrow. These spiders use trip-lines 
radiating from their burrow to catch their 


prey. 


Mouse spiders are so named because their 
burrows supposedly look like those of 
mouse burrows. There are seven species of 
mouse spiders in Australia. Mouse spiders 
are characterised by their bulbous heads and 
jaws, widespread eyes, short spinnerets, 
stout legs and a smooth and shiny carapace. 
Mouse spiders possess a 'trap-door' lid at the 
entrance of their burrow. The spiderlings 
disperse by ballooning which is rare for 
mygalomoph spiders. 


Another display was of a 3D movie featuring 
a huntsman spiderling. A scanning electron 
microscope was used to zoom on parts of 
the spiderling’s body- its jaws, eyes, 
spinnerets, cuticle, claws and claw tufts. 


The next display featured anti-venoms for 
the Red-back spider and the Sydney Funnel- 
web spider. The toxin produced by the Red- 
back spider is known as J/atrotoxin and that 
produced by the Sydney Funnel-web spider 
is known as atraxatoxin. Both these venoms 
attack the human nervous system and death 
results from respiratory or heart failure. 


_ Atraxatoxin only serious adversely affects 


the primates- apes, monkeys and primates. 
Anti-venoms for these two spiders are 
produced by injecting horses or rabbits with 
spiders venom. The venom causes a mild 
reaction in the horses or rabbits. The natural 
chemicals their bodies produce (as a result of 
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the reaction to the venom) are used to 
produce life-saving anti-venoms for humans. 
The venom from most spiders will only 
produce a mild pain or inflammation (to 
humans). 


Tarantulas. Several large ‘theraphosid 
spiders were on display. These spiders are 
commonly called tarantulas and were kept in 


enclosures with the temperature set at 29 C. 
Several of the theraphosids were difficult to 
see as they had encased themselves in a silk 
retreat at the base of their artificial burrow. 
The live spiders were fed on crickets. One 
tarantula was the Goliath Birdeating 
Tarantula from South America. This spider 
is not known to eat birds but may release 
barbed hairs and hiss when annoyed. Other 
South American theraphosids were the 
Brazilian Salmon Spider and the Pink-toe 
Tarantula. The King Baboon Spider was 
from Central Africa while the Mexican Red- 
knee Tarantula was from Mexico. The Red- 
knee Tarantula has been over collected for 
the American pet trade. There was also a 
live specimen of a Whistling Spider which is 
found in Australia and New Guinea. 


Folklore. Probably the best known spider 
story is the one about Little Miss Muffet. 
Patience Muffet was the daughter of the 
Reverend Doctor Thomas Muffet (1553- 
1604). Reverend Doctor Muffet believed 
that spiders cured many ailments. He wrote 
that a plate of spiders in the house cured 
gout and on another occasion that spider 
dung and urine of house spiders cured 
running noses. On occasions when the 
Reverend Doctor invented new concoctions 
from spiders' guts and gizzards to cure the 
ill, he first tested his new product with the 
assistance of his daughter. This probably 
explains why Little Miss Muffet dis-liked 
spiders. 


In 1370 in Taranto in southern Italy there 


was an epidemic which was blamed on a 
local Wolf Spider (Lycosa tarantula). The 
people believed that with music and dancing 
the effects of a spider bite (from this spider) 
was negated. This treatment continued for 
over 300 years when it was established that 
this particular spider was virtually harmless. 
It was probably a case of mistaken identity 
by the local people. The culprit was probably 
another spider, a close relative to the Widow 
Spider and the Red-back Spider. 


The SPIDERS ALIVE! exhibition was very 
interesting. The visual displays were varied, 
imaginative and __ informative. The 
explanations and descriptions were written in 
easy-to-read English. For the general public 
and for those with an interest in 
arachnology, this Scienceworks exhibition 
was well worth a visit. 


Rob de Souza-Daw 


This last two seasons the blackbirds had the 
field of the nectarines to themselves. There 
has been a notable absence of wattlebirds 
which are demons on the fruit. When I had a 
park full of banksias opposite I had both the 
Red and the Little wattlebirds screeching and 
bossing everything in the back garden. The 
Reds bred freely to keep up their numbers. 


Nowadays I have few banksias and 
practically no wattlebirds. Can it be that their 
numbers have really dwindled or have they 
found better banksia and nectarine gardens 
elsewhere in the town? 


Ellen Lyndon 


DON’T FORGET! 
SPRING CAMP — WERRIBEE PLAINS 
ZOO — 9-10 OCTOBER 
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VICTORIAN CARPET PYTHONS — 


The 30 June 1999 was the end of the 
financial year. It was also the date when 
Peter Robertson, a herpetologist (from 
Wildlife Profiles) spoke on Carpet Pythons 
to the Victorian Herpetological Society. 
There is probably not a strong correlation 
between the end of the financial year and 
Carpet Pythons. 


Peter spoke generally on the biology of 
pythons before focusing his address on his 
current research on Carpet Pythons in 
northern Victorian. Pythons belong to the 
snake family the Boidae and 15 species of 
pythons are found in Australia. Pythons have 
several characteristics which distinguish 
them from other families of snakes. These 
characteristics include large broad but 
flattish heads, relative small body scales, 
most species have small irregular head 
scales, narrow ventral scales, elliptical 
pupils, a rudimentary pelvic girdle, muscular 
bodies, the absence of poison glands and 
most species have heat sensory pits in the 
lower jaw. Traditionally three sub-species of 
Carpet Pythons have been recognised. Now 
Six sub-species are recognised on the basis of 
their scale colouration and patterning. The 
Sub-species which was the subject of the 
Tesearch was the Inland Carpet Python or 
the Murray-Darling Python Morelia spilota 
metcalfei. (The Diamond Python Morelia 
Spilota spilota is found amongst the heaths 
of East Gippsland). 


Concern for the isolated populations of 
Carpet Pythons prompted the Department of 
Natural Resources and Environment to fund 
esearch on Carpet Pythons in the wild (in 
Victoria). The concern arose from the 
Unknown indirect affect the rabbit calici 
Virus would have and the impact of 
Predators on pythons in the wild. 


The average size of an adult Inland Carpet 
Python is two metres and there is little 
difference in size of males and females. 
Breeding females lay an average clutch of 
around 20 eggs but may only breed every 
third year. The eggs are probably laid in a 
hollow limb or log or rock crevice and then 
brooded by the female. Juvenile pythons 
probably eat mainly lizards but as the 
pythons grow, small to medium sized warm- 
blooded vertebrates become the main food 
source for adults. In adults, 80% of their diet 
consists of rabbits. Those pythons living 
around buildings frequently include rats and 
mice in their diet. The heat sensory pits in 
their lower jaws enable pythons to find their 
food, that is, they are able to locate warm- 
blooded animals to consume. Carpet Pythons 
are both diurnally and nocturnally active. 
They adopt two strategies to find their food. 
One method involves the active foraging for 
their food, for example the entering of a 
rabbit warren and searching beneath flat 
rocks and in hollow logs. The second 
method is by ambushing their prey. Pythons 
overcome their prey by constricting their 
prey's bodies. Carpet Pythons rely on their 
camouflage as their main defence 
mechanism. 


The guest speaker stated that Carpet 
Pythons (in Victoria) are rare and now found 
in scattered populations. They are found in 
three types of habitat; riverine forests, rocky 
outcrops in scubland and in rocky hills on 
farms. The micro-habitats Carpet Pythons 
utilise are reed-beds, large hollow trees, 
hollow logs, lignum thickets and rabbit 
warrens. Each Carpet Python has a large 


_ home range and is likely to have frequent 


contact with other pythons. For example 
more than one python may share the one 
shelter in a rocky outcrop or a reed-bed in a 
billabong. 


To learn more about the behaviour of Carpet 
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Pythons, several pythons were radio-tracked. 
A transmitter was surgically inserted into the 
body of the pythons by a veterinary surgeon. 
The transmitters enabled the pythons to be 
monitored for several months. The receiver 
was able to locate the transmitters (inside the 
pythons) within a kilometre radius. The 
radio-tracking provided details on the 
pythons' home-range, micro-habitat usage, 
thermo-regulation and their degree of 
activity. Individual specimens were 
recognised by variations in their markings, 
by nipping selective ventral scales and by the 
insertion of pit-chips. The chips are about 
the size of a grain of rice and have a 
transponder which were implanted into 
several pythons. 


One of the purposes of the research was to 
recommend actions for the management of 
the Victorian Carpet Pythons. Peter 
concluded there was a decline in the wild 
populations of Carpet Pythons and they once 
had a wider distribution. He attributed the 
decline mainly to habitat destruction and fox 
predation. Fox predation most likely 
occurred when the snakes were foraging or 
basking or when the pythons were in rabbit 
warrens. Cats may also kill juvenile pythons. 
Preserving Carpet Python habitat frequently 
conflicted with the utilisation of the land for 
agriculture and forestry. The loss of dense 
low scrub and the destruction of habitat by 
activities such as firewood collection could 
adversely affect the Carpet Pythons. 
Secondary concerns were the deliberate 
killing of the pythons, unauthorised 
collecting, the impact of campers (in riverine 
areas) and the effect that retro-virus might 
have on Carpet Pythons if it enters wild 
populations. It is common for parasitic mites 
and ticks to be found on Carpet Pythons in 
the wild. These arachnids do not appear to 
harm the pythons but may be of concern if 
the python is under stress or if there are 
large numbers of these parasites. 


Peter's preliminary recommendations for the 
conservation of Victoria's Carpet Pythons 
relate to fox control, preservation of habitat 
on both private and public land and more 
selective fire control. His current three year 
research on Carpet Pythons is coming to an 
end. So, perhaps it’s the funding for the 
Carpet Python research which has a definite 
relationship with the end of the financial 


year. 


Inland Carpet Snake Morelia spilota 
metcalfei 


Source: p.18 Coventry AJ & Robertson P 
The Snakes of Victoria - A guide to their 
identification. Department of Conservation 
and Environment, East Melbourne 1991 


Head of an Inland Carpet Python 
Photo Peter Robertson 


Rob de Souza-Daw 
Ed. Peter Robertson 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Club: Contact: Meeting: 

Latrobe Valley Secretary 7.30 pm on the fourth Friday of 

ENC Inc. Mrs W Savage each month at the Moe 
LVENC Inc. Community Health Centre, 
PO Box 1205 Fowler Street 
Morwell 3840 Moe Vic. 3825 
@ 5634 2246 , 
Assistant Secretary 
Ms J Tims 
%@® 9589 4047 or 5634 2628 

Sale FNC Mrs Betty Jarvis 8 pm on the first Friday of each 
64 Powerscourt St month at Room 13, Continuing 
Mafira 3860 Education Centre, Raymond St. 
@ 5147 2151 Sale Vic 3850 

Bairnsdale FNC Inc. Mrs Pat Tratt 8 pm on the third Friday of each 
P.O. Box 563 month at Noweyung, 84 Goold 
Bairnsdale 3875 Street, Bairnsdale 3875 
@ 5156 2683 

Subscriptions: ; 

Due March 31st. Please forward to Hon. Treasurer Mr Bruce Adams 
(Cheques made payable to LVFNC Inc) 7 Lorikeet Place 
Traralgon 3844 


Naturalist: $15, Family: $30, Single Member: $22, Junior Member: $15 

Half fees apply for those joining after 31 August. 

Latrobe Valley Naturalist is the official publication of the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist 
Club Inc. The Club subscription includes the "Naturalist". 

Brief contributions and short articles on any aspect of natural history are invited from 
members of all clubs. Articles, including those covering Club speakers and excursions, 
would typically be around one A4 side in length, and should not exceed 1,000 words. 
Responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed in this magazine rests 
with the author of the article. — 


Contributions should be addressed to: Mrs Gill Bremner 
Editor, LV Naturalist 


PO Box 719 
TRARALGON VIC 3844 
Phone: 5195 5353 home 
5122 6880 work 
Email: Scribex@Bigpond.com 
- Front cover artwork by Beatrice Roberts -_ 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 


Meeting: Friday 24 September Local Geology — Noel Schleiger 

Excursion: Saturday 25 September _—- Related excursion in Trafalgar-Yarragon area. Meet 10am 
at Trafalgar Railway Station carpark. 

Bird Group Excursion: Monday 4 October to Morwell Area. Meet 10am at 
Tabekee 122A Helen St, Morwell. Contact: Elsie Coggan 
@ 5127 1857. 

Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following the club 

| excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage % 5634 2246. 

Meeting: Friday 22 October Orchids — Terri Allen 

Excursion: Saturday 23 October Orchids in Won Wron State Forest . Meet 10.30am at 
Yarram at park beside bowling club. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK Contact: Jack Brooks & 5623 1563 
FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris & 5122 3137 
FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton @ 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP Contact: Graeme Rowe &@ 5662 2449 


Next activities: Sat 2 to Sun 3 October NW Swan Bay or Swan Island — medium/large waders; 
Sunday 10 October Sandy Point — Sanderling; Friday 29 October Flinders — Ruddy ane 
Saturday 30 October The Gurdies/Yallock Creek — Eastern Curlew. 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre @ 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Sec.# 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Centre # 5674 3738 
Next activity: Sun 17 October — Wonthaggi Heathlands. Eulalie Brewster # 5674 0726 


FRIENDS OF TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR CONSERVATION RESERVE 
Contacts: Gary Deane @ 5174 1591 (Pres.) Steve Kurec #@ 5173 1491 (Shire Liaison Officer) 


HEYFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE COMMITTEE 
Contacts: Ron Kerr @ 5148 2575 (President). Wendy Rhodes # 5148 3058 (Secretary) 


PLEASE NOTE — MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 
See inside back cover for details. 


_ DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 8 OCTOBER 
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This Saturday, 29 August, 


was a lovely 
spring day, even though it was still officially 
winter, and was a perfect day to be out 
botanising and birdwatching. We met at the 
small town of Briagalong at 10.30, although 
some members had arrived much earlier to 
tour the town and sample the local bakery. 


We had a morning cuppa at the Briagalong 
Reserve, which is right in the town, then 
went for what was supposed to be a short 
walk into a corner of the Reserve. This was 
an open grassy understorey with forest red 
gum trees. Bon was able to identify the small 
plants beside the path, which I usually try to 
ignore, such as the Thyme Spurge 
(Phyllanthus hirtellus) and Rough Bedstraw 
(Galium gaudichaudii). Ron Carey and I 
recognised 'the little plant with the big name’, 
but were unable to recall it's name without 
prompting - Poranthera microphylla. Ollie 
found the only orchid, Pterostylis concinna, 
the Trim  Greenhood which was 
distinguished by it's almost hidden notched 
tongue. An Olive-backed Oriole and Striated 
Pardalote were both calling strongly. We 
could easily have spent all day in the reserve, 
but headed off towards our destination of 
Lee's Creek after about an hour. ~ 


Lee's Creek is an early gold mining area and 
the walking track along Lee's creek passes 
the old mines and house sites. Access to the 
walking track is via a 3 km four-wheel drive 
track, about 30 km north of Briagalong. The 
main party never actually got to Lee's Creek, 
as having driven so far to come to 
Briagalong we decided to stop at an inviting 
lunch spot beside the road north of Blue 
Pools. There was plenty to see there in the 
way of plants and birdlife. There were at 
least three or four species of Pomaderris 
Which we collected to identify at Botany 
Group. Orchids and violets were plentiful on 
the cool mossy banks. There were large 


numbers of Maroonhoods (Pterostylis 
denticulata), many Trim Greenhoods and a 
few Tall Greenhoods (P. longifolia). The 
Tree Hakea, Hakea eriantha was flowering 
with pretty creamy-white flowers. A large 
fleshy-leafed plant grew thickly along the 
disturbed edges of a track in full sunshine. It 
was not decided if it was Incense Bush 
(Calomeria amaranthoides) or Feather Bush 
(Apalochlamys spectabilis) but Bon was 
going to investigate it further. 


The birds were very active and melodious, as 
is always noticeable on the first warm days 
after winter. We seemed to hear more than 
we saw as the trees were tall and the bush 
thick. A mistletoe bird was spotted amongst 
the mistletoe as we lunched. Golden 
Whistlers and White-naped Honeyeaters 
were calling, as was a Fan-tailed Cuckoo 
and Bronzewing in the distance. The usual 
wrens, thornbills and fantails darted around, 
and a flock of Red-browed Finches worked 
their way along the roadside. As often 
happens, just when the birds were really 
getting active, it was time to head off for the 
long drive home. 


Wendy Savage 


General Meetings & Excursions 


Friday 24 September: Local Geology — 
Noel Schleiger 


Saturday 25 September: Related excursion 
in Trafalgar-Yarragon area. Meet 10am at 
Trafalgar Railway Station carpark. 


Friday 22 October: Orchids — Terri Allen 
Saturday 23 October: Related excursion 


to Won Wron State Forest. Meet 10.30am 
Yarram at park beside bowling club. 
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Finance — Balance 

General A/c $929.94. Cash Management 
Trust $8987.12 (Investment $2396.30 and 
Conservation $6590.32) 


Business Arising, General Business & 
Correspondence 


The unveiling of the Jean Galbraith 
memorial seat has been confirmed for 
3pm Sat October 30. 
A table is to be set up outside for afternoon 
tea (tea, some sandwiches and scones 
provided; some members to bring a plate). 
Special invitations are to be sent to some 
members. An estimate of numbers attending 
to be made at the September General 
meeting. Wording for a plaque was decided. 


An application for a grant for the Brochure 
project has been sent. 


Gail Gatt at NRE will decide whether to 
apply for a Flora & Fauna grant in the Club’s 
name or through NRE. 


Program planning for 2000 meeting at Lorna 
Long’s residence — 6.00pm for light tea and 
7.30pm start. All attending please bring 
plate. 


Werribee Plains Zoo Spring Camp Sat 9 — 
Sun 10 Oct. Meet 12.30pm in Zoo grounds, 
picnic area. Accommodation booked at 
Lady Northcote Recreation Camp, Rowsley. 
Cost $27 for one night and 2 meals, or $34 
including packed lunch. Min. number 15, 
max 46. Geelong FNC will assist on Sunday 
during visit to Werribee Sewerage Farm. 


Waterwatch Bonlac Tour 9.30 — 12.30pm 
Sat 16 October. Tour of wetland area 
looking at nutrient/waste water 
management. A request for lists of plants 
and birds be made while we are there. 
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Advice ssought from Moe-Yallourn Rail 
Trail on what and how many trees, 
understory and grass plants are needed for 
various areas. $6000 is available. The 
opening of the second stage was reported. 


The committee commented on concept plans 
for Wetlands and Brodribb Rd hides. 


Conservation Matters 


The West Gippsland CMA with the LVFNC 
is promoting a bat trapping evening at 
Morwell National Park on 26 Feb 2000 
(February excursion). Plans for roosting 
boxes will be available. 


The Morwell River Wetland committee have 
appointed a subcommittee to look at tree 
species for planting in October with Morwell 
Water Watch. 


Terri Allen — Orchids. Terri is a local 
naturalist in the Yarram area and has spent 
18 years studying orchids. She has recently 
published a book entitled ‘Hedley; Home of 
Orchids’ which details the orchids which can 
be from Wilsons Promontory to the 
Mullundung Forest. She will lead an orchid 
excursion on the following day to the 
Mullundung Forest. 


The word Wattle comes from the building 
construction method known as ‘wattle and 
daub! which is a combination of interwoven 
saplings and mud. It was utilized by the early 
settlers in Australia to construct theif 
shelters. The trees most often used, because 
of the pliability of their branches, was what 
became known as the Black Wattle which 
was not an acacia but Callicoma 
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serratifolia. This plant belongs to the same 
family as the Crab Apple and_ the 
Coachwood, It has pale yellow flowers 
similar to acacia flowers only bigger. 


The name Black Wattle for the above plant 
is an example of the confusion caused by 
some common names. The common name 
Prickly Moses is used in Victoria and 
Tasmania for Acacia verticillata; but in 
N.S.W. it refers to Acacia ulicifolia and in 
Western Australia it is Acacia pulchella. 


In 1982 about 700 of the 1200 species of 
acacia then identified were Australian 
species. In 1986 Les Pedley published a 
paper in the Botanical Journal of the Linnaen 
Society, London, dividing the acacias into 3 
smaller groups. If this is adopted almost all 
Australian acacias will become Racosperma. 
As far as I know it has not been accepted 
yet. The Flora of Victoria, published in 
1996. still retains the acacia genus. 


The first Australian Wattle described was 
Acacia truncata from the south western part 
of Western Australia. It was described and 
illustrated by a Dutch botanist, N.L.Burman 
in 1768 as Adiantum, a fern, as it was not in 
flower or with pods. It was thought to be 
collected by William Dampier near the Swan 
River in 1697. By 1825 about 100 species 
had been named, about one third of them 
from plants grown in botanical gardens. 


An interesting fact is that neither acacias nor 
eucalypts are represented by any indigenous 
Species in New Zealand. 


Reference:- Acacias of Australia Volumes 1 — 


& 2 by Marion Simmons. 


Jacquie Tims 


THEINCENSEPLANT = 


Who would want to try to be a botanist? On 
the September excursion to the forest to the 
north of Briagolong there was an aromatic 
herhaceous, large-leafed plant that I wasn't 
sure of the name. It could have been one of 
two similar plants. To decide on which one 
was the problem. If they had been in flower 
there would have been no trouble as the 
Feather Bush (Apalochlamys spectabilis) has 
a plume of bronze yellowish small flowers 
while the Incense Plant (Calomeria 
amaranthoides) has a large delightful plume 
of small reddish flowers. But we would have 
to wait about 18 months for them to flower. 


Both plants have several features in 
common. They are both biennial, large 
herbaceous plants, aromatic with alternate, 
stemclasping leaves with crenate margins 
and some glandular hairs. They both have 
white stems caused by long dense hairs. 
They are each a single species genus and are 
endemic to Australia. They apparently both 
grow in profusion after land has been cleared 


The differences are that the Feather plant 
is whitish underneath the leaves which are 
lanceolate and 6-lOcm long by 15 to 25mm 
wide. The plant grows to 2m high. While the 
Incense Plant has leaves woolly beneath but 
retaining their green appearance, ovate to 
obovate arid growing to 12-25cm long by 8- 
1Ocm wide. The leaves are said to be 
pandurate, which is violin shaped, but the 
inward curve in the lower section is not very 
pronounced. One book says it grows to 2m 
while another says lOft. This difference may 
be due to one book just measured the plant 
without flowers and the other measured in 
flower. The. leaves also have little ‘ears’ 
where they are clasping the stem. Miss 
Galbraith mentions that the veins of the 
leaves of the Incense Plant are impressed 


Renta gn Sp 


Issue No. 424 September 1999 


Page 3 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist 


7 


into the leaf but does not mention the veins 
of the other plant. 


After deciding that our plant was the Incense 
Plant I then went to Cliff Beauqlehole’s 
book on the Hinterland region, which 
extends from Walhalla to Nowa Nowa and 
up to the border of the alpine area, and 
found Cliff had recorded the Feather Bush 
only in 2 areas from Fernbank to the east 
and the Incense Plant in seven of the nine 
areas he divided the region into. 


The Incense Plant was known as Humea 
elegans and changed its name sometime 
between 1962 and 1972. 


All this information was not recorded in one 
book and I had to consult five books to 
collect it. The books I used are Handbook to 
Plants in Victoria by J.H. Willis; Collins Field 
Guide to the Wildflowers of South-East 
Australia by Jean Galbraith, Flora of N.S.W., 
Flowers & Plants of Victoria by Cochrane, 
et al and The Distribution and Conservation 
of Vascular Plants in the Gippsland Lakes 
Hinterland area, Victoria by Cliff 
Beauglehole. 


Bon Thompson 


DON’T FORGET! 
SPRING CAMP — WERRIBEE PLAINS 
ZOO — 9-10 OCTOBER 


A visit was made to the Organ Pipes national 
Park on Sunday 8 August 1999 by Rob de 
Souza-Daw, John Lawson, and Steve Kurec. 


The object of the visit was to be informed of 
the bat roosting box program and the bat 
research taking place in the park, and assess 
the feasibility of introducing a similar bat 


conservation program in some locations in 
the LaTrobe Valley. Robert Bender who is a 
member of the Friends of the Organ Pipes 
National Park, showed us the sites of the 
boxes. He has been associated with the bat 
program since 1992, and is considered to be 
the most knowledgeable person in Victoria 
on bat box construction and design. 


Robert co-authored an article in the 
Victorian Naturalist [1995] on the use of the 
bat boxes in the park. Last year he presented 
a paper at the Australian Bat Society 
conference on his experiences with bat 
boxes. 


Organ Pipes National Park is situated close 
to the Calder Highway about 20 km north- 
west of Melbourne [Melway Map 3 D4]. 


The Organ Pipes, a set of basalt columns 
formed by the cooling and cracking of 
molten lava are the best known feature of 
the 121 hectare park. It is also an excellent 
place for picnics, walks, bird observing and 
photography. Since the park was declared in 
1972, a great deal of work has been done to 
restore the indigenous vegetation of the 
area. 


The number and variety of native birds 
recorded has increased greatly since the 
park was established . Some mammals such 
as possums, wallabies, and echidnas , can 
be seen too. Reptiles are abundant. Sugar 
gliders were released early in 1989 and 
other species will be introduced as native 
vegetation develops and the habitat becomes 
suitable. 


There is a well designed visitors reception 
centre at the park with display information 
about the geology, botany, and wildlife. 
Unfortunately in recent times this centre is 
seriously undermanned, despite the best 
efforts of the Friends of the Organ Pipes 
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National Park. The revegetation story is well 
illustrated; the following is some of the 
botanical information taken from the display. 


Revegetation Zones. 


1. Red Gum, Callistemon, Leptospernum, 
Silver Wattle, Blackwood. 

2. Yellow Box, Yellow Gum, Golden 
Wattle, Wirilda, Black Wattle, Dononea. 

3. Lightwood, Casuarina, Clematis, Murray 
Pine, Donanea. 

4. She Oak, Donanea, Tree violet, composite 
grasses. 

5. Grass and composites, scattered trees and 
shrubs from adjacent zones. 

6. Grey box, Casuarina, Lightwood, and 
grasses. 


Twenty years and 50,000 trees and shrubs 
later Organ Pipes National Park has been 
transformed. 


Much of this tremendous revegetation effort 
has been carried out by the Friends of the 
Park, who currently number about 50. The 
bat research program is being conducted by 
Natasha Schedvin [from the Arthur Rylah 
Institute], an accredited bat handler, working 
Closely with the Friends of the Park, in 
particular Robert Bender, and Robert Irvine. 


The nature of the bat population was 
determined initially by a trapping program, 
using harp traps, that recorded 7 species of 
bats for the park. The dominant species is 
Gould's Wattled Bat [Chalinolobus gould ], 
followed by the Forest Bat. There are three 
Forest Bats - the Little Forest Bat 


[Vespadelus vulturnus ], the Southern Forest . 


Bat [Vespadelus regulus ], and the Large 
Forest Bat [Vespadelus darlingtoni ]. All the 
Forest Bats are smaller animals weighing less 
than 10 gm, compared with 15 gm for the 
dominant species. There are now 30 bat 
boxes installed in the park, attached from 3.6 


to 7 metres above the ground, on eucalypt 
trees [Manna, Yellow Box, and River Red]. 
On this inspection 8 Gould's Wattled Bats 
were discovered roosting in one box and 2 in 
another box. All the other boxes were 
empty, but evidence of sugar glider and 
insect habitation was found. Any evidence 
such spiders, spiders webs, sugar gliders 
nests, leaves, grasshoppers, ants etc; is all 
recorded. All pertinent information is 
carefully recorded on field sheets and is 
translated onto computer files. Robert now 
has several years of data and a record of the 
bat activity in the park. In 1999 for the first 
time there are Gould Wattled Bats wintering 
over in the bat roosting boxes. 


The person inspecting the boxes carefully 
opens the hinged lid of the bat box to 
ascertain what little creatures are at home ! 


Details of the bat roosting boxes 
construction were supplied, including the 
size of the base entrance. These dimensions 
are critical to the success of the program, 
enabling the bat to enter successfully, yet 
preventing larger species such as gliders 
from colonising the box. It is essential also 
to remove insect infestation [ants], as bats 
will not countenance ants anymore than we 
do in the kitchen. This is done by sweeping 
the boxes out, if necessary, on the monthly 
inspections. 


Tree hollow roosting bats move around up 
to 15 km for food foraging. They mate in 
spring, the young are born in November, and 
the population reaches a peak through 
January to March. After the young are born 
the males move away, leaving the females to 
rear the young in colonies of up to 50 bats in 
a single hollow or box. The main predators 
in this park are ravens and currawongs. It is 
interesting that the bats frequently move 
from one roosting site to another, 
presumably to minimise the frequency of 
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predation, and the mothers carry their young 
on the wing, from one box or hollow to 
another. 


Information on a bat detector was obtained 
and contact has been made with the Brisbane 
manufacturer - Titley Electronics, already, 
for details and cost. These instruments 
measure the high frequency sound [30 - 70 
000 cycles per second] emitted by the bats, 
and the data can be transformed into digital 
form and stored on a computer and printed 
out. The resultant frequencies are specific to 
particular bat species. 


The bat box inspection was carried out 
partly in quite heavy rain, and the inspection 


took the three of us about 2 hours, despite 
the boxes being situated fairly close 
together, 20-30 metres, over an area of 
about 200 square metres. 

The initiative for this investigation came 
from concern over the destruction of bat 
habitat along Traralgon Creek. This occurs 
when willow along the creek are destroyed. 
A secondary concern was the desirability to 
determine the extent of bat habitation in 
Gippsland. 


Written by John Lawson and Rob de Souza- 
Daw. 


Reference: Organ Pipes National Park - 
November 1997; Parks Victoria. 


VISIT TO THE ORGAN PIPES NATIONAL PARK 


Gould's Wattled Bat in flight 
Source: p512 Strahan, R (ed.) (1995 Rev. Ed.) The Mammals of Australia 
Reed Books Chatswood NSW 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Club: Contact: Meeting: 

Latrobe Valley Secretary . 7.30 pm on the fourth Friday of 

FNC Inc. Mrs W Savage each month at the Moe 
LVENC Inc. Community Health Centre, 
PO Box 1205 Fowler Street 
Morwell 3840 Moe Vic. 3825 
@ 5634 2246 
Assistant Secretary 
Ms J Tims 
@ 9589 4047 or 5634 2628 

Sale FNC ! Mrs Betty Jarvis 8 pm on the first Friday of each 
64 Powerscourt St month at Room 13, Continuing 
Mafira 3860 Education Centre, Raymond St. 
@ 5147 2151 Sale Vic 3850 

Bairnsdale FNC Inc. Mrs Pat Tratt 8 pm on the third Friday of each 
P.O. Box 563 month at Noweyung, 84 Goold 
Bairnsdale 3875 Street, Bairnsdale Vic 3875 
@ 5156 2683 

Subscriptions: 

Due March 31st. Please forward to Hon. Treasurer Mr Bruce Adams 
(Cheques made payable to LVFNC Inc) 7 Lorikeet Place 
Traralgon 3844 


Naturalist: $15, Family: $30, Single Member: $22, Junior Member: $15 
Half fees apply for those joining after 31 August. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist is the official publication of the Latrobe Valley Field 
Naturalist Club Inc. The Club subscription includes the "Naturalist". 


Brief contributions and short articles on any aspect of natural history are invited from 
members of all clubs. Articles, including those covering Club speakers and excursions, 
would typically be around one A4 side in length, and should not exceed 1,000 words. 


Responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed in this magazine 
rests with the author of the article. 


Contributions should be addressed to: Mrs Gill Bremner 
Editor, LV Naturalist - 
PO Box 719 
TRARALGON VIC 3844 
Phone: 5195 5353 home. 


5122 6880 work 
Email: scribex@bigpond.com 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 
Meeting: Friday 22 October Orchids — Terri Allen 


Excursion: Saturday 23 October Related excursion to Won Wron State Forest. Meet 
10.30am in Yarram at park beside bowling club. 


Bird Group Excursion: Monday 1 November to do a bird count at Dunedin. Meet 
10am at carpark in Tyers. Contact: Elsie Coggan &@ 5127 
1857. 

Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following the club 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage & 5634 2246. 

Meeting: Friday 26 November Gliding Possums — Steve Hendry 


Excursion: Saturday 27 November __ Related excursion including spotlighting possums. BBQ 
tea, then excursion in Boola Boola Forest or 
Glengarry/Toongabbie area. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK Contact: Jack Brooks @ 5623 1563 
FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris @ 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP Contact: Graeme Rowe @ 5662 2449 


Next activities: Sun 14 Nov, also Sun 28 to Mon 29 Novy NW Swan Bay/Swan Island — 
medium/large waders; Thurs 2 Dec to Fri 3 Dec Inverloch — Red-necked Stints & Eastern Curlew. 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre @ 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Sec. 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Centre 5674 3738 
Next activity: Sun 21 November — Upper Franklin River — Toora Tinmine Water Race Heritage 
Walking Track. John Gunson # 5681 6240 . 


FRIENDS OF TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR CONSERVATION RESERVE 
Contacts: Gary Deane &@ 5174 1591 (Pres.) Steve Kurec # 5173 1491 (Shire Liaison Officer) 


HEYFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE COMMITTEE 
Contacts: Ron Kerr @ 5148 2575 (President). Wendy Rhodes # 5148 3058 (Secretary) 


PLEASE NOTE —- MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 
See inside back cover for details. 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 12 NOVEMBER 
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THE BIG ASH 


Below is an account of Dr David Ashton’s 
50 years of ecological research in the Big 
Mountain Ash Forest of the Wallaby Creek 
Catchments. As a 20 year old postgraduate 
student at the School of Botany, University 
of Melbourne, David’s supervisor, Professor 
John Turner, pointed him in the direction of 
a Mountain Ash Forest and suggested that 
he should find the secrets of its regeneration. 
Fifty years on, David feels that he has only 
“scratched the surface”. Although he feels 
he has never completely solved the problem, 
David has become the leading authority on 
the ecology of Mountain Ash forest and has 
gathered a vast body of knowledge. 


Through his work, Dr Ashton has reached 
the conclusion that plant communities are 
always changing. However badly we feel 
about the massive devastation to plant and 
animal life that bushfires can cause, 
Mountain Ash forests depend on these 
terrible fires for their very survival and, in 
fact are “designed” for damage to be done to 
them at intervals of up to 300 years. 


According to David, it is almost impossible 
for forest with very dense understorey to 
regenerate without burning. When the 
forests don’t burn, the seeds dribble down to 
the ground all through the summer but when 
a forest is burned, seeds are released at one 
time and they saturate the ground. When 
they germinate the result is literally millions 
of seedlings per hectare. Fire causes a great 
deal of damage to the birds and animals but 
it also causes fantastic growth of the forest 
because it removes everything that is 
antagonistic to the seedlings and allows 
plenty of light and water to them. 


“The Big Ash is an exceptional remnant of 
mature Eucalyptus regnans close to the limit 
of distribution of this species on the Great 
Dividing Range in Victoria. This forest, 
Which straddles the Divide over an area of 
about 10 sq km, is mostly about 270 years 
old with perhaps 25-30 percent derived 
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from the effects of the Plenty Ranges fire in 
1851. 


Subsequent fires over the following 75 years 
have reduced the area of the mature forest 
and left a legacy of even-aged forests or 
mixed age forests where group regeneration 
has occurred in suitable gaps in the 
overstorey. 


In 1860s paling splitters selectively logged 
about six or seven percent of the trees - the 
flat topped stumps, abandoned lengths of 
trunk and test-chip scars on the tree butts 
are still present. Paling splitters were 
evicted from the catchment in 1872 
following the Royal Commission into water 
quality. The understorey has been burnt 


with varying frequency by surface fires. 


The central core of 240 hectares of mature 
Pomaderris aspera (Hazel Pomaderris) and 
coppice Olearia —_argophylla (Musk 
Daisybush) is the oldest and arose after the 
fire of 1898. To the North West-South West, 
a younger Pomaderris understorey with 
admixtures of Bedfordia (Blanketleaf) and 
Correa, arose after a surface fire in 1926. 

To the North East-South East, a complex 
shrub understorey has arisen following the 
removal of Pomaderris frequent fires in 
quick succession. It was last burnt in 1926. 


All understoreys are changing with 
increasing age. The old Pomaderris type is 
thinning out and the hitherto suppressed 
Olearia argophylla is now rejuvenating. 

Tree ferns have increased greatly in density 
and the cover of the ground fern has 
increased threefold (averaging 1% per 


year). 


Without fire over the next century, Olearia 
and Hedycarya (Austral Mulberry) are likely 
to become dominant in association with 
Atherosperma (Southern Sassafras) and 
form a type of rainforest. By then most of 
the mature trees will have fallen — their life 
span having been curtailed by the entry of 
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termites and wood rots through old butt 
scars and large branch stubs. 


Regeneration of E. regnans in the presence 
of a dense mesic and ferny understorey is 
extremely difficult due to a range of factors 
and although trees may _ establish 
sporadically under exceptional 
circumstances, the forest as we know it is 
still “a child of fire”. 


Much of the centre of the Wallaby Creek 
catchment and many spurs in the Plenty 
River catchment have been deforested by 
severe and frequent fires and replaced by 
scrub and bracken. 


A few areas on the plateau were cleared for 
small settlements of timber getters. In low 
lying terrain on the plateau, frost hollows 
have resulted in grasslands and herbaceous 
stream banks. These areas are being 
gradually invaded by scrub and, in many 
places, also by E. regnans. 


The wet sclerophyll understorey species are 
also extending their range into surrounding 
E. obliqua (Messmate) forests. Further 
changes in vegetation structure and 
composition may be expected for many 
decades as the processes of secondary 
succession continue. 


The forests on the western fringe of the 
Wallaby Creek catchment and in most of the 
Silver Creek catchment were burnt and 
regenerated by the severe fire of November 
1982. Had the gale-force wind change 
occurred one or two hours later, much of 
the Big Ash would have been destroyed. 


In 1949, the study of the Big Ash was 
intended to last for the duration of a two 
years MSc — it grew into a life-long 
association with one of the great forests of 
the world.” 


Reprinted with kind permission of Dr David 
Ashton from the School of Botany 1998/99 
Annual Report. 


The September meeting of the Botany group 
came under the spell of the mistletoe, 
Amyema. According to the Flora of 
Australia, there are 30 species, not counting 
varieties or subspecies, in this country. 
Loranthaceae, the family to which Amyema 
belongs, boasts of 65 genera and 950 species 
worldwide, with 12 genera and more than 70 
species in Australia. Of these six genera and 
60 species are endemic. You will find no 
mistletoes in Tasmania but they are present 
in New Zealand and South America. The 
presence of primitive endemic genera in all 
three countries is the classic expression of 
common ancestry in a progenitor which 
entered the different regions of the old super 
continent, Gondwana, with the first radiation 
of the flowering plants. Mary E. White says 
“The Loranthaceae evolved in_ the 
‘Paleoflora Mixta’ Forests under mild to 
warm conditions. Development of the hemi- 
parasite habit” (they obtain water and 
nutrients from their hosts but 
photosynthesize with their green leaves) 
“was their way of overcoming competition 
for light, food and water, short-circuiting the 
problem of poor soil.”(1) 


Germination of mistletoe seed _ starts 
immediately the outer skin is broken to 
admit oxygen. The first shoot emerges to 
become an expanding ‘stickfast’ as soon as it 
touches any solid surface. Inner tissues of 
the shoot develop as ‘sinkers’ which 
penetrate to tap into the host’s sap 
conducting systems below the bark. 


Once an effective sap supply is secured on a 
compatible host, mistletoe and host tissue 
grow interleaved to form a_ swelling 
haustorium. The mistletoe then takes over 
the whole sap supply for the branch, the 
outer end of which dies. 


Young mistletoe mature to produce flowers 
and fruit from about the 3™ year and plants 
may live for decades. 


Le eae 
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Most mistletoes have long flowering periods. 
Amyema pendula at Healesville recorded 
flowers from May through to the following 
February. 


The Amyema have large tubular flowers 
which produce nectar and open slowly. 
Pollen is shed just before the flowers open 
but the stigma does not become receptive for 
some days. Amyema pendula and A. 
miraculosum  (Fleshy Mistletoe) are 
completely self incompatible. | Amyema 
quandong is the most self fertile of the 
genus. 


Some species of mistletoe are host specific — 
eg A. quandong on Acacia spp. Others 
aren’t so fussy, like  Muellerina 
eucalyptoides which grows mainly on 
eucalypts but also on exotic tree species. 
One, Notothixos subaureus, grows on other 
mistletoes, mainly Dendrophthoe vitellina. 


Loranthaceae is not the only family in which 
species have a parasitic habit. Members of 
the Santalaceae (Exocarpus -— Ballarts), 
Scrophulariaceae, Orobanchaceae, 
Lauracaeae (Cassyatha —  Dodders), 
Cuscutaceae and some orchids. 


Bon Thompson, with additions by Jackie 
Tims 


Ref 1. The Greening of Gondwana, 3" 
edition 1998. M. E. White. Kangaroo 
Press, Sydney. 


(Note: In the September 1999 edition of The 
Naturalist, an article entitled “Wattles” was 
wrongly attributed to me. My fault, I forgot 
to type Bon’s name at the end. J.T.) 


DOLPHINS: 


Charismatic megafauna is how Jeff Weir 
described dolphins when he spoke to us at 
Our July meeting. Jeff is a researcher with 


the Dolphin Research Institute, a non-profit - 


Organization funded by grants and their own 
marketing skills. 


Little is known about marine fauna and flora. 
Two thirds of the world population of 
dolphin species occur in Australian and 
Southern Australian waters. Not much is 


known about southern species. A lot of 
species are endemic to southern parts. 


Most dolphins in Port Phillip Bay are the 
bottle-nosed species (tursiops) and a great 
deal of work needs to be done to understand 
what is happening to them. 


It is known that they spend a lot of time in 
their groups moving up and down the bay, 
but more information is needed. There is an 
ambitious program of community dolphin 
watching. Historical data is needed for 
dolphins and other species. It is known that 
dolphins have 100 teeth, none of which are 
molars. They are very sharp and leave marks 
on other dolphins. They grab and swallow 
their food. Researchers have seen most of 
the behaviours seen in other parts of the 
world, but have never seen the classic resting 
behaviour. This may be because the bay is 
such a busy place. 


Dolphins are inquisitive. They ride the bow 
waves of ships, sitting on the invisible 
pressure wave, fighting for the best spot. 
They are typical of pelagic animals, having a 
dark dorsal surface and light ventral surface. 
Their eyes are accommodated to being in 
water and can see as well as us. 


Dolphins breathe more efficiently than 
humans, exchanging almost 100% of air in 
the lungs at each breath. Just before they 
reach the surface they clear their nostrils 
before taking a deep breath at the surface. 
They would get pneumonia if water entered 
their lungs. Blowing bubbles may be for 
communication or herding fish. 


Tail slapping can be heard 200m away and is 
indulged in when dolphins are under threat. 
They can be aggressive with one another and 
have been known to kill calves in order to 
mate with the mother. They mate all year 
round and do not have a tight family 
structure, but mate with whoever comes 
along. 


Dolphin calves have stripes, which are the 
foetal folds from being curled up inside the 
mother. These folds are noticeable for up to 
10 weeks. They stay close to the mother 
feeding on her milk. They nuzzle up to the 
mother and are towed along in her 
slipstream. They are weaned between 12 
months and 2 years. Calves have to learn to 
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leap. When they are old enough they do 
what have been termed “sky hops” to see 
what is going on. They often get the leap 
wrong and go sideways. 


Dolphins can hear higher sounds than any 
other creature - 15,000 cycles per second. 
We are only beginning to understand the 
ways in which they use sound. The forehead 
is an oil filled waxy thing called an acoustic 
lens. This focuses the sound into a fairly 
narrow beam. They pick up sound through 
windows in their jaws. They can hear things 
that we can’t hear, using this sonar to pick 
up depth of water and type of bottom. Their 
ability verges on primitive ultrasound and 
they use this to find and stun fish, with high 
energy sound, which actually partially cooks 
the fish, like a microwave. Behavioural 
psychologists say that dolphins probably 
understand things best when they hear, 
rather than see, which is the reverse of 
humans. 


In studying dolphins dorsal fins are used for 
identification. Photos of fins show different 
markings, pieces out or a different shape. It 
is hoped to work out a computer program to 
recognize different shapes, but this is at the 
edge of digital shape recognition and easier 
said then done. The Dolphin Research 
Institute hopes to be the first to do this. 


Dolphins are in our bay because it is not 
polluted, as other bays are. Point Nepean is 
an important area and it is hoped to have it 
declared a dolphin sanctuary. Dolphin 
watching and swimming with the dolphins 
are very popular summer pastimes. Over 
1500 people a year are taken out on 
commercial “swim with the dolphin” tours. 
Regulations are now in place to control 
these operations. 


A world class interpretive and educational 
centre is being developed at Frankston, 
costing $10 - 12 million. It will be a 
commercial venture to fund research. The 
public can help with funding of research 
through the Adopt a Dolphin scheme. 


Florence Blucher 


General Meetings & Excursions 


Friday 22 October: Orchids — Terri Allen 
Saturday 23 October: Related excursion to 
Won Wron State Forest. Meet 10.30am in 
Yarram at park beside bowling club. 


Friday 26 November: Gliding Possums — 
Steve Hendry 

Saturday 27 November: Related excursion 
including spotlighting possums. BBQ tea, 
then excursion in Boola Boola Forest or 
Glengarry/Toongabbie area. 


Finance — Balance 

General A/c $1251.94. Cash Management 
Trust $9075.16 (Investment $2484.34 and 
Conservation $6590.82) 


Business Arising, General Business & 
Correspondence 


Jean Galbraith Memorial seat ceremony 30 
October 3pm. Invitations have been sent and 
notification to FNCV. E Lyndon will talk, 
with E Brewster for backup. Plaque in 
preparation. October GM -— _ numbers 
attending and plates for afternoon tea. 


Wetland structures for Hazelwood Power 
prepared by Rob deSouza-Daw and Steve 
Kurec — information distributed at GM for 
interested members to comment; decision 
deferred to October BM. 


Environment Australia — proposal to harvest 
ferns in Colac/Otway area; will respond with 
concern re monitoring of project and export 
of native flora and fauna. 


Brochure application — Parks Victoria initial 
assessor (Peter Garlick) approved of the idea 
and is forwarding it on to next level. 
Supporting letter from Gippsland Country 
Tourism has been sent by club for inclusion. 
Result not expected before January. 


Conservation Matters 


Hazelwood Power ECC meeting attended by 
L Long. Tree planting to coincide with 
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Waterwatch Week (date TBA). Lorna 
toured Brodribb Road area with Kevin 
Jones, and reported good progress with 
wetland area. Bird Group to do survey 
work. 

Morwell River Wetland committee meeting 
attended by L Long. 

Utilization of Victoria Native Flora and 
Fauna Inquiry — committee disbanded and all 
work for nothing. 


GUEST SPEAKER FOR NOVEMBER 


Steve Hendry — Gliding Possums. Steve is 
Flora and Fauna coordinator for the 
DNR&E in East Gippsland. His talk is bsed 
on work he did for his PhD project in the 
Boola Boola Forest in the mid 80’s. 


We have had the pleasure of the company of 
two Tawny Frogmouths along our track 
since 10th July. At first we saw them 
perched some days but not every day. 
However on the 28" July Ollie happened to 
approach the clump of tress from a different 
angle and found the birds in a different tree. 

Since that day we have seen them every day 
on one of either of three positions. An 
interesting fact to us is that although they 
perch in one of the three sites every day 
there is no sign of any droppings in the area. 
They are certainly not giving away their 
positions. 


Frogmouths are not owls although they shun 
the daylight for hunting. They do not have 
the talons on their feet or the hooked beaks 
of owls. In fact their scientific name - 
Podargus - is ‘podarge’ from the French 
meaning “Gouty feet’. The common name 
Frogmouth refers to the huge size of their 
beaks, the appearance of a wide gape. 


Frogmouths sleep by day in trees of the 
forest and do not take advantage of the 


Shelter of holes in old trees. They are well © 


Known over most parts of Australia 
Including Tasmania. They are wonderfully 
adapted to their exposed perching life as 
their colour is in perfect harmony with the 
Surrounding branches where they often perch 
at the junction of these branches and so 


become hard to observe. As we approach 
them they always adopt their characteristic 
rigid upright stance imitating broken 
branches. 


Nests as a rule, are a mixed collection of 
sticks across the fork of a horizontal bough 
forming a platform. 


Food for these birds, according to the Gould 
League of Victoria, is large insects, small 
birds, mice and other small animals procured 
mainly from the ground; but they must be 
moving. 


How long they will stay with us is just a 
guess at the moment; but as August is the 
reported beginning of their breeding season 
we are hoping to see some young birds. 


Reference: Nightwatchmen of Bush & Plain 
by David Fleay 


Bon Thompson 


Presented by the South Gippsland Group, 
Australian Plants Society. 


This year featuring displays by: 


Pat Dale (author of Basketry and Weaving 
with Natural Materials) “Australian Plant 
Materials Used in the Art of Basketry” 


South Gippsland Animal Rescue. See native 
animals in rehabilitation. 


Plus our usual range of attractions: 


Large variety of named specimens; Locally 
grown plants for sale; Environmental 
displays; Expert planting advice; Free plant 
for children; Light refreshments; Floral 
diorama; Book sales 


SATURDAY NOV 20 11AM —- 5PM 
SUNDAY NOV 21 10AM —- 5PM 


KOONWARRA SALEYARDS 
Sth Gipps Hwy 7km south of Leongatha 
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The inaugural Annual General Meeting of 
the Carrajung Conservation Reserve 
Association Inc. was held on Friday 8 
October 1999 at 8pm at the Carrajung South 
Primary School. It was good to see that this 
choice of venue drew some of the local 
members of the association to the meeting. 


In the President’s Report, Theo Morsink 
outlined progress on the Jungadale Reserve 
to date, from the donation of the 95ha 
‘Orchard’s Block’ by Australian Paper 
Plantations through to the completion of title 
transfer and establishment of a Trust for 
Nature covenant on the land. Corporate 
funding to enable a toilet to be built is being 
sought, and it is hoped to secure Green 
Corps funding to construct the first stage of 
a walking track network. 


In the election of the Executive Committee, 
all eight positions were filled, with three 
locale residents as new Treasurer and two 
new ordinary members. Theo Morsink was 
re-elected as President, Pat O’Shaughnessy 
as Vice-President and Derek Amos as 
Secretary. Your President was re-elected as 
an ordinary member, continuing the link with 
our Club which has conducted two flora 
surveys of parts of the reserve. 


The guest speaker was Mr Lincoln Kern, a 
private environmental consultant who has 
previously worked for Wellington Shire and 
a number of community groups in 
Melbourne. His topic was ‘Community 
Driven Conservation’ and he began by 
acknowledging the limits on the ability of 
Government agencies to appropriately care 
for the many relatively small conservation 
reserves in a state like Victoria. He noted 
that the action of APP in donating Jungadale 
to a community association is highly unusual 
in Australia, but a relatively frequent 
phenomenon in the United States. 


Lincoln is a member of a co-operative 
responsible for a 300 acre bushland block in 
Timboon, which was purchased through 
member donations and additional funds from 
Trust for Nature. Amongst other examples 


of community action, he mentioned that 
another small cooperative owns a 600 acre 
reserve near the Little Desert. Closer to our 
region, a Field and Game Association 
bought Sunday Island, near Yarram, and has 
enhanced its conservation values whilst 
achieving its primary objectives. 

Lincoln concluded by wishing the Jungadale 
association well in securing the long-term 
environmental status of its new reserve. 


Philip Rayment 


I have been searching through back numbers 
of the Latrobe Valley Naturalist for early 
fungi records but I am constantly side- 
tracked by the most fascinating Gippsland 
nature study accounts. What an interesting 
book it would make if some energetic and 
able editor would choose fifty or even one 
hundred of the best articles, collect a few 
pictures taken on early excursions and 
publish them. Think about it! 


Ellen Lyndon 
Any takers? 
(Ed) 


MUSTERING FLAT = 


The existing track from Gwinear Saddle 
down to North Cascade Creek, and then 
through the swamp bogs to Gwinear Flat has 
been a concern for some time. 


Parks Victoria has recommended that the 
track be completely removed from the bog 
areas of Gwinear Flat and North Cascade 
Creek, and that a new ridge route via 
Phillack Saddle be marked and signposted. 
The Friends Group has received an initial 
grant of $5700 to begin the work of track 
realignment, signage and rehabilitation of 
degraded areas. 


Taken from Newsletter No. 12 (June 1999) 
of Friends of Baw Baw National Park Inc. 
which was reprinted in VicWalk News 
September 1999. 


pe SS 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Club: Contact: Meeting: 

Latrobe Valley Secretary _ 7.30 pm on the fourth Friday of 

FNC Inc. Mrs W Savage each month at the Moe 
LVENC Inc. Community Health Centre, 
PO Box 1205 Fowler Street 
Morwell 3840 Moe Vic. 3825 
5634 2246 
Assistant Secretary 
Ms J Tims 
9589 4047 or 5634 2628 

Sale FNC Mrs Betty Jarvis 8 pm on the first Friday of each 
64 Powerscourt St month at Room 13, Continuing 
Maffra 3860 Education Centre, Raymond St. 
@ 5147 2151 Sale Vic 3850 

Bairnsdale FNC Inc. Mrs Pat Tratt 8 pm on the third Friday of each 
P.O. Box 563 month at Noweyung, 84 Goold 
Bairnsdale 3875 Street, Bairnsdale Vic 3875 
@ 5156 2683 

Subscriptions: 

Due March 31st. Please forward to Hon. Treasurer Mr Bruce Adams 
(Cheques made payable to LVFNC Inc) 7 Lorikeet Place 
; Traralgon 3844 


Naturalist: $15, Family: $30, Single Member: $22, Junior Member: $15 

Half fees apply for those joining after 31 August. 

Latrobe Valley Naturalist is the official publication of the Latrobe Valley Field 
Naturalist Club Inc. The Club subscription includes the "Naturalist". 


Brief contributions and short articles on any aspect of natural history are invited from 
members of all clubs. Articles, including those covering Club speakers and excursions, 
would typically be around one A4 side in length, and should not exceed 1,000 words. 
Responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed in this magazine 
rests with the author of the article. 
Contributions should be addressed to: Mrs Gill Bremner 

Editor, LV Naturalist 

PO Box 719 

TRARALGON VIC 3844 


Phone: 5195 5353 home 
_ 5122 6880 work - 
Email: scribex@bigpond.com 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 

Meeting: Friday 26 November _ Gliding Possums — Steve Hendry 

Excursion: Saturday 27 November _ Related excursion including spotlighting possums at Steve’s 
old study site. Meet 4pm at the Glengarry Scout Hall, then 
drive out to Boola Boola forest for a walk and BBQ tea 
before spotlighting at dark. 

Bird Group Excursion: Monday 6 December to Traralgon South. Meet 10am at 
. Hall carpark. Contact: Elsie Coggan & 5127 1857. 
Monday 3 January 2000 — TBA. Contact Elsie. 


- Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following the club 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage & 5634 2246. 


CHRISTMAS PARTY — SATURDAY 11 DECEMBER — BLUCHERS — 12 NOON 
See page 3 for details. 


_ Meeting: Friday 14 January Members’ Night 
Summer Camp: 21-23 January At Licola. Cost $10 per adult per ne BYO Rail pillow 
and sleeping bag or sheets and blankets 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK Contact: Jack Brooks @ 5623 1563 
FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris @ 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton @ 5625 1293 


_ VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP Contact: Graeme Rowe @ 5662 7449 


Next activities: Saturday 18 December Mud Island — Crested Tem; Monday 27 December to 
Wednesday 29 December — Werribee SF — small waders. 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY . 
PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Sec. @ 5674 2479. Bunurong ETonrent Centre @ 5674 3738 


Next activities: Sun 12 March — AGM at Bunurong Meeting Room, 12. noon. Sunday 26 March - 
Wonthaggi Bush Bike Ride. Frank Coldebella 2 5681 6240 ; 


_ FRIENDS OF TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR CONSERVATION RESERVE 
- Contacts: Gary Deane @ 5174 1591 (Pres.) Steve Kurec = 5173 1491 (Shire Liaison ae 


ie HEYFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE COMMITTEE 
Canes Ron Kerr @& Sue 2575 @resigent): wend Rhodes # 5148 3058 (Secrericy ye 


_ PLEASE NOTE — MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 
See inside ue cover oy details. 
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MEMORIAL FOR JEAN GALBRAITH 


On 30" October 1999 about 40 LVFNC 
members and friends gathered at the ‘Garden 
in a Valley’ for the official presentation of 
the special Jean Galbraith Memorial Seat to 
Mr and Mrs Archbold, who now own 
Dunedin. Marjorie (Miss Galbraith’s niece) 
and Lionel Burgess attended from 
Melbourne, representing the family, and 
there were several apologies, including one 
from Ian and Judy Hyndman. 


Philip Rayment, our President, welcomed 
everyone and explained that much thought 
had gone into deciding on a fine tribute to 
Miss Galbraith to recognize all she had done 
for the Club over the years. With the co- 
operation of Mr & Mrs Archbold it was 
decided to have a garden seat made and 
placed in the garden Miss Galbraith had 
loved so much. This is a perfect setting, the 
seat blends in well and a lovely personal 
touch is that the sides of the seat have the 
initials J G worked in iron. Philip read from 
Miss Galbraith's book "Garden In A Valley", 
which was very appropriate. 


Mrs Ellen Lyndon, a foundation member, 
then gave an outline of the very important 
part Miss Galbraith had played in our Club 
from the very first meeting. An eminent 
botanist, Miss Galbraith had just written her 
first wildflower book which was being read 
and used by hundreds of people, and was the 
first field book on the subject. Miss 
Galbraith was a long-standing member of the 
FNCV, and knew many experts and 
enthusiasts who were willing to be our guest 
speakers, and helped greatly in inspiring our 
members. Miss Galbraith herself was a most 
interesting lecturer who gave many talks, 
and led excursions, answering our many 
questions. This set the style, standard and 
format of our meetings. 


Miss Galbraith was a _ dedicated 
conservationist and wrote submissions etc to 
the various bodies, particularly to the Land 
Conservation Council re land use and related 
issues. They took note too, as they knew her 
Submissions and suggestions to be factual 
and well balanced. Local councils often 
Sought her advice on conservation matters 


REFLECTIONS 


and acted upon her submissions. Miss 
Galbraith was honoured by being awarded 
the Australian Natural History Medallion. 
Our Club made her a Life Member of which 
she was very proud. 


Mrs Eulie Brewster, also a foundation 
member, then spoke of the memories her 
children have of Miss Galbraith. They had 
been attending meetings and excursions 
since they were quite small and all 
remembered a very enthusiastic lady, very 
interested in them and their "finds" on 
excursions. They remembered her explaining 
how, when and why, and encouraging 
further research on the subjects. All are very 
keen on natural history to this day. 


Eulie also spoke of receiving much comfort 
from a letter received from Miss Galbraith 
on the death of Uncle John. Eulie still thinks 
of that letter and still derives comfort from 
it. 


Philip then introduced Mrs Archbold, who 
said she was very pleased and honoured that 
the Jean Galbraith Memorial Seat was in 
place in the “Garden in a Valley’. 


Photos were taken and afternoon tea was 
served. It was a very moving day. Mr and 
Mrs Archbold have both worked so hard in 
the garden and it was certainly at its best for 
this very special day for us. One could feel 
the love, the dedication and attention to 
detail that has gone into restoring the 
garden. The old-fashioned flowers with their 
beautiful perfumes are still there, plus many 
more. I am sure Miss Galbraith would have 
appreciated all that has been achieved in 
such a short time. 


Iris Peterson 


Later I sat on Miss Galbraith's memorial seat 
and admired both the seat and the garden 
and remembered Miss Galbraith. 


Her book "Garden In A Valley" is a lovely 
book about this very garden that she and her 
family planned and which she had loved all 
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her life. Every morning she'd tour the garden 
noting each and every plant and flower, then 
feed the birds at her window, light the fire 
placing the heavy black kettle on the hob 
before beginning her writing for the day. I 
remember her in her dining room, which was 
full of well-used and well-loved books, 
sitting at the table writing of her joy in 
seeing the first daffodil or snowdrop of the 
season, heralding that spring had arrived. 
Miss Galbraith always marvelled and was full 
of wonder at the beauty of nature from the 
smallest flower to the tallest tree or the 
highest mountain. 


Most gardeners and naturalists throughout 
Australia and beyond had heard or read 
about the Garden in a Valley through Miss 
Galbraith's writings. Her front door was 
always open to visitors and many came to 
see this garden and were shown around and 
made very welcome. Botany students came 
to her for advice and direction and she 
always willingly helped them - they 
appreciated her help and encouragement and 
became life-long friends. Miss Galbraith was 
able to converse with everyone whether they 
were one year old or 100 years old - no 
generation gap at all. She spoke with 
children, always encouraging them in their 
chosen interest. 


Miss Galbraith had a caring and loving 
nature at all times but this came to the fore 
particularly when one was in deep despair. 
She had this special gift of saying or writing 
exactly what was needed at such a time to 
give one courage, strength to go forward 
with hope for the future. She gave this love 
to me when Jim died and I'll never forget. I 
remember her home decorated with 
hundreds of Christmas cards sent to her, 
many with special notes which she always 
answered. Miss Galbraith always made her 
own cards, collecting and pressing the 
flowers and writing the special verse. As 
there were hundreds, this took her weeks 
and weeks, but each one was made with love 
in the true spirit of Christmas. . 


The deterioration of Miss Galbraith's eyes 
and health meant that she couldn't manage 
alone so she went to Yallambee. It must 
have been hard for her to leave her beloved 


garden but she never ever said so, but took 
an interest in the various gardens at 
Yallambee and the birds that nested near her 
window. When she went to "Olivet" in 
Ringwood we all wrote, phoned and visited 
to keep her up to date with our news. Miss 
Galbraith died on 2/1/99. Her friendship was 
treasured by all of us. She is very much 
missed. 


Miss Galbraith was a gifted lady, an eminent 
botanist, author, lecturer, artist and poet, 
and she corresponded with people the world 
over. But I'll remember her for her love, her 
faith, her generosity of spirit and her deep 
appreciation of nature and for being a 
wonderful friend to me. 


Sitting here on her memorial seat in the 
garden has brought all these memories back 
to me. No doubt in the coming years other 
people will rest awhile on this special seat 
and remember her too. 


It was a wonderful inspirational thought 
placing this fine tribute to Miss Galbraith in 
the Garden In A Valley that she so loved. 


Iris Peterson 


REPORT ON BUSINESS MEETING 
HELD 18.10.99 


General Meetings & Excursions 
Friday 26 November: Gliding Possums — 
Steve Hendry. 


Saturday 27 November: Related excursion 
including spotlighting possums at Steve’s 
old study site. Meet 4pm at the Glengarry 
Scout Hall then drive out to Boola Boola 
forest for walk and BBQ tea _ before 
spotlighting at dark. . 


CHRISTMAS PARTY SAT 11.12.99 
From 12 noon at Bluchers’, Jeeralang 
Junction. See page 3 for details. 


Finance — Balance’ 
General A/c $1566.73. Cash Management 


Trust $9075.16 (Investment $2484.34 and 
Conservation $6590.82) 


2c og ene em 
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Business Arising, General Business & 
Correspondence 


Jean Galbraith memorial seat ceremony 30 
October 3pm. Seat delivered and plaques 
attached. Submit article and photo to local 


paper. 


Waterwatch Bonlac Tour 16 October 
attended by 12 members and friends. Send 
plant, frog and bird list to Gayle Miron. 


Spring Camp attended by 14 members and 
friends, and included the Brisbane Ranges 
and Point Cook instead of Werribee 
Sewerage Works excursion on Sunday. 


Wetland structures for Hazelwood Power 
prepared by Rob deSouza-Daw and Steve 
Kurec approved, and to be handed over at a 
meeting to be arranged. Covering letter to 
clarify our intentions. 


Laser pointer for guest speakers; suggested 
we purchase one which would allow speaker 
to stand further back from slides. Phil will 
buy if price around $20. 


Summer Camp at Licola January 21-23. 
Book venue and start list at GM. Contact 
Heyfield NR&E to discuss suitable excursion 
sites with Ranger. Cost $10 per adult per 
night. BYO food, pillow, sleeping bag or 
sheets and blankets. 


VFNCA camp March 2001. Rawson deposit 
to be paid before end of year. 


Bat Roosting Box project. Draft guidelines 
presented by Rob deSouza-Daw. Will be 
sent to CMA when finalized, who will 
organize project after out February activity. 


Australian Naturalists Network Project; will 
order 30 stickers to sell to club members. 


Conservation Matters 


West Gippsland CMA (Gary Wallis) — 
Regional Native Vegetation Plan input 
request. Jackie reported at GM and sent 
response. 


The presentation of the CRC Report of the 
Environment Flow Study was postponed due 
to the caretaker mode of Government, so 
those planning to attend could not. 


Carrajung Conservation Reserve inaugural 
AGM attended by Phil, who was re-elected 
to committee. 


Morwell River Wetlands community tree 
planting Sunday October 24 from 10-3.30. 


This year the Club Christmas Party will be at 
the Blucher residence at Jeeralang Junction 
on Saturday 11 December. Come from 12 
noon and BYO food and drinks, table and 
chairs, portable BBQ if possible. The club 
will provide punch and Christmas cake, and 
plenty of boiling water; tea and coffee will 
also be available. 


How to get there. Drive through Churchill 
and turn left at Junction Road (MNP 
turnoff). Turn left again into Jeeralang West 
Road and at 1.7km turn left once again. 


MANAGEMENT 3 
At the August meeting, Ross Scott, 


Manager, Lake Wellington Catchment, 
spoke on the art of catchment management. 
The West Gippsland Catchment 
Management Authority (CMA) grew out of 
and improved on, the Lake Wellington river 
Authority — the CMA being able to address 
aspects of the environment affecting the 
catchment not just the rivers. The CMA 
seeks to turn around old practices 
detrimental to the catchment and rehabilitate 
the degradation that has occurred. Water 
availability (and this is of great concern to 
Mr Scott personally), water quality, fish, 
vegetation and wetlands are all matters in 
which the CMA is involved. 


Mr Scott spoke of ethics and particularly 
land ethics, quoting a Kenyan proverb — 


_ “Treat the earth well. Your parents did not 


give it to you. It is lent to you for your 
children.” He said our settling of land is 
based on the British system. The good 
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farming land was settled first, then the 
medium quality land, then poor. We should 
be rehabilitating the poor land and putting 
the medium land into plantations. 


Water Quantity. Our streams are under 
pressure. Bulk water rights for industry and 
farmers have left the ‘environmental flow’ 
too low. The Thomson River supplies 
Melbourne with water at $700 per Megalitre 
compared with irrigation water at $30 per 
ML, providing an incentive to direct water 
away from the ‘environmental flow’. In the 
past there have been no _ environmental 
voices when entitlements were struck. 
Professor Barry Hart, Director — Research 
of the Co-operative Research Centre for 
Freshwater Ecology has produced a draft 
report recommending on _ environmental 
flows. There is now evidence for 
environmental groups to lobby with. 


Water Quality and River Care. Not all 
news is bad. In the past meanders in the 
LaTrobe River were cut, shortening the river 
downstream of Yallourn by 50km or 1/3 of 
its length. Meanders have been put back 
successfully, reducing the water speed and 
stopping erosion. However environmental 
discharge from a dairy flows directly into the 
LaTrobe river; a chain of ponds connected 
to form a creek; and 700m of river banks 
cleared creating erosion just recently. 


Dr Graham Harris of CSIRO said in March 
1999 that the nutrient load entering the lakes 
system had ruined the Gippsland Lakes, 
creating blue-green algal bloom, which 
threatens the $100 million tourist industry. 
Figures reported to be the load of 
phosphorus (P) in the LaTrobe River vary by 
10 fold despite being based on the same 
data. Current plans to reduce the P level 
from 27 tonnes to 20 tonnes by 2005 appear 
ludicrous if the correct figure is 270 tonnes. 


Native Vegetation. Under the code of 
practice native vegetation is not to be 
cleared to establish plantations, with native 
vegetation being defined as re-growth over 
10 years. A decision recommending no 
clearing of 1995 Ha which contained 
remnants of selected felling, some 100 years 
old, was overturned by the Minister. After 


intensive studies which found threatened 
species and vegetation of regional and 
national significance, a deal was brokered 
resulting in the retirement of 1700 Ha. While 
this is a positive outcome, the move appears 
threatening to industry. 


Other problems include: 

Cable logging which has been linked 
back to water quality in the Jeeralang Creek. 

With the change of ownership of 
properties, riparian vegetation has been 
removed. 

On the LaTrobe River below Sale, 
Melaleuca ericifolia has been grazed in 
Harts Morass. - 


Good News and Interesting Items. Fish 
ladders. Yallourn Power Station Weir, built 
on the LaTrobe River in the early 1920s 
prevented fish from travelling upstream. 
Waste and high temperature water put into 
the river meant fish and other wildlife could 
not survive. Fish were absent until the mid 
1980s. Now the food chain has been re- 
established below the weir, fish have 
returned. The CMA now has $250,000 to 
build a fish ladder to allow fish to reach the 
headwaters. A further $18,000 is available 
for a fish ladder to be built at Cowwarr weir 
with an extra $15,000 (an _ insufficient 
amount but community groups are assisting) 
to restore a meander, known as Horse Shoe 
Tunnel which was cut off to mine gold. The 
restored meander will allow fish to reach the 
headwaters of the Thomson River. 


Wetlands are being restored in Warragul, 
Traralgon and Heyfield. 


Mr Scott threw a gauntlet down to the Club 
to redouble its efforts to preserve habitats as 
pressure on the catchment was increasing. 
While many individuals already were 
involved in lobbying, monitoring and 
observing will not prevent extinctions 
occurring. 


Jackie Tims 
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GEOLOGY EXCURSION _IN 


TRAFALGAR-YARRAGON AREA 


Saturday 24" September. Leader: Dr Noel 
Schleiger 


A group of about 20 of us wound our way 
south from Trafalgar up to the Mount 
Speed quarry. This climb brought us into 
the Strzelecki Ranges, high above the 
Latrobe Valley, impressing upon us the 
extent of the uplifting that has occurred 
along the Yarragon Monocline. 


Noel reminded us that the rocks in this 
district are not very old, on the geological 
time scale. The Cretaceous rocks at this site 
are the oldest, aged about 120 my (million 
years). He introduced the four "main 
characters" involved in the geology of the 
district: 


Haunted Hills Gravels 
ae 
us 


Older Basalts 0 
Childers Formation 0 


The bedding of the "muddy sandstone" (40% 
mud, 60% sand) was easily seen on the 
exposed face of the quarry. The beds dip at 
15 ° to the south-east. The whitish colour of 
the rock is due to weathering. Chemical 
changes, such as oxidation, over long 
periods of time, have resulted in the original 
dark, greenish-grey sandstone changing to 
lighter grey and eventually to the whitish 
colour of kaolin. The tropical climate in this 
part of Australia during the middle Tertiary 
Period would have hastened this process. 


Joints, or fractures, in vertical planes, could 
be seen in the rock face. Noel measured the 
"strike" of 12 joints and explained that the 
angles clustered roughly in the east-west 
Vertical plane, parallel to the Yarragon 
Monocline, suggesting that the jointing took 
Place as a result of uplifting when the 
arragon Monocline occurred. 


Members of the group found fossils of plant 
Stems and fragmented plant material (known 
as chaff). These, and the absence of fossils of 
Marine creatures, give an indication that the 
Tock was originally laid down under fresh 
Water - perhaps a lake. Ripples, preserved in 


some pieces of sandstone, indicate the 
direction of the current that created them. 
Current action would have been 
perpendicular to the trend of the ripples with 
the steepest face of the ripples dipping down 
current. 


One hundred and twenty million years ago, 
when these sediments were being laid down, 
what is now southern Victoria was part of a 
huge valley, and was much nearer to the 
South Pole than we are today. The climate 
near the Pole was not nearly as cold as it is 
now; however, the plants, and the dinosaurs, 
survived cold winter periods of darkness. 
Australia has been drifting away from 
Antarctica, very slowly, for the last 50 my. 
The less dense crust of the Earth floats on 
the denser magma of the mantle. 


At a higher level in the quarry, we saw huge 
sandstone rocks coated with brown limonite. 
During the Tertiary, the Cretaceous 
sandstones were covered by the Older 
Basalts. Since then, rain has leached oxides 
and salts of iron, magnesium, calcium and 
aluminium from the basalt. Ground water 
has carried these down the joints into the 
sandstones. This has resulted in the deposits 
of limonite (iron oxide, Fe203.3H2O) seen 
here, and the bauxite (aluminium oxide, 
Al,03.2H20) which is common in the 
district. Our attention was drawn to an 
example of breccia - angular rocks were 
scattered among the sand when it was 
deposited, forming a rock like conglomerate, 
but containing angular stones rather than 
water-worn pebbles. These are assumed to 
be due to collapse of river banks into the 
mud and sand - known as “bank fill 
discharge". 


Mr Alan Paynter spoke to us about the 
application of geology to his work at the 
quarry and to road making. Vic Roads 
controls the grading and use of rock. The 
hardness grading is one important aspect in 
selecting rock suitable for freeways and 
major roads. Particular grades are selected 
for busy intersections (to allow better 
braking) and for roads subject to frost. To 
be acceptable, the mix of stones in crushed 
rock must meet standards of size and shape. 
The binding quality and permeability of 
gravels and sands is important. Mr Paynter 


ee eee 
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indicated that various parts of the quarry, at 
different depths in the sandstone, yield stone 
of different qualities. 


Our second stop, the roadside lookout, 
provided a view of the Yarragon Monocline 
with the horst incised by streams and the 
valley, which was once largely swampland, 
far below. Slumping has occurred where 
steep land has been cleared. In the roadside 
cutting we could see a layer of grey 
kaolinised mudstone (known as parna) above 
the sandstone. The parna was deposited by 
wind, during the last Ice Age. Dust in the 
atmosphere was precipitated by the ensuing 
rain. 


At our third stop, Narracan Falls, Noel 
explained that as basalt cools, relatively 
rapid cooling in the upper layer, results in 
"mural jointing" which looks like bricks in a 
wall. In deeper layers, cooling results in 
"massive jointing", forming large boulders 
like those at this site. Deeper still, where 
cooling may take hundreds of years, 
“columnar jointing" occurs. In this area there 
would have been a series of flows and flows 
within flows. The large boulders suggest that 
it was probably a long way, perhaps 
kilometres, from the source of the flow. 


As basalt cools, magnetite crystals form first 
and align with the Earth's magnetic field. As 
the lava solidifies the crystals maintain their 
orientation. This has been used to track 
reversals of the Earth's magnetic poles - 
there have been about 30 reversals since the 
Cretaceous. These crystals can also be used 
to age basalt. 


After lunch in Boolarra, one of the places 
noted for the bauxite deposits referred to 
above, we travelled south to a road cutting, 
which exposed Haunted Hills Gravels. 
Although high on a hill at this site, this is due 
to the more recent uplifting. The Haunted 
Hills Gravels were deposited while in a river 
valley, during the wet climate of the 
Pliocene. These gravels are younger than the 
Older Basalt flows and include pebbles of 
basalt and of quartz, displaying the typical 
reddish staining of iron oxide leached from 
the basalt. Layers of larger pebbles indicate 
times of flooding. 


Most of our group continued to the final 
stop at a quarry at Yarragon South where 
white sand, typical of the Childers 
Formation, was exposed. These sands, which 
formed before the Older Basalts, occupy a 
lens between the Cretaceous sandstones and 
the basalt. They contain a large component 
of clay. Further up the gully, higher in the 
same formation, the sand was stained 
reddish by seepage of water from the basalt. 


In summary, uplifting and gentle folding of 
the Cretaceous sandstones occurred in the 
Tertiary, and erosion created the Childers 
Formation. Further erosion occurred after 
the Older Basalt flows, creating the Haunted 
Hills Gravels. The Western Block of the 
Strzeleckis was elevated, probably in a series 
of steps, contributing to the section of the 
Latrobe Valley from west of Yarragon to 
Moe. The faulting started in the earlier 
Tertiary, but big uplifts most likely occurred 
fairly late, perhaps a few million years ago in 
the late Pliocene to Pleistocene, coincident 
with the extrusion the of basalt lavas of the 
Western District Plains, or perhaps only 2 
million. years ago. There is evidence that 
many of the faults are probably still settling 
today. 


Bird list for the day: Grey Fantail, 
Goldfinch, Mudlark, Grey Shrike-thrush, 
Richard's Pipit, Eastern Rosella, Crimson 
Rosella, Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo, 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, White-faced 
Heron, Dusky Moorhen, Wood Duck, Black 
Duck, Brown Thombill, Yellow-rumped 
Thornbill, Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike, Red 
Wattlebird, Willie Wagtail, White-throated 
Treecreeper, Welcome Swallow, 
Kookaburra, Magpie, Bronze Cuckoo sp., 
Fantail Cuckoo, Raven sp., Yellow Robin, 
Blue Wren, Little Black Cormorant. 


Margaret Rowe, with assistance from Noel 
Schleiger and Dorothy Mahler (bird list). 


VFENCA CAMP 10-13 MARCH 2000 


See Wendy for booking forms and more 
information. Two cabins (ie 10 beds) have 
been booked for LVFNC participants at City 
Southside Caravan Park, Belmont. BYO 
bedding and food for breakfasts and lunches. 
Evening meals are provided. 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Club: 


Latrobe Valley 
FNC Inc. 


Sale FNC © 


Bairnsdale FNC Inc. 


Subscriptions: 


Due March 31st. Please forward to Hon. Thee 


Contact: 


Secretary 
Mrs W Savage 
LVFNC Inc. 
PO Box 1205 
Morwell 3840 
5634 2246 


Assistant Secretary 
Ms J Tims 
9589 4047 or 5634 2628 


Mrs Betty Jarvis — 
64 Powerscourt St 


_ Maffra 3860 


@ 51472151 


Mrs Pat Tratt 
P.O. Box 563 
Bairnsdale 3875 
@ 5156 2683 


(Cheques made payable to LVFNC Inc) 


Meeting: 


7.30 pm on the fourth Friday of 
each month at the Moe 
Community Health Centre, 
Fowler Street 

Moe Vic. 3825 


8pm on the first Friday of each 


month at Room 13, Continuing — 
Education Centre, Raymond Sig 


- Sale Vic 3850 


8 pm on the third Friday of oa 
month at Noweyung, 84 Goold 
Street, Bairnsdale Vic 3875 


MMuBricearice: 


7 Lorikeet Place 


_ Traralgon 3844 


Naturalist: $15, Family: $30, Single Member: $22, Junior Member: sis 
Half fees apply for those joining after 31 August. 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 

Meeting: Friday 14 January Members’ Night ~ Open Theme 

Meeting: Friday 25 February Bats — Lindy Lumsden 

Excursion: Saturday 26 February Bat trapping at Morwell NP. Meet 5.30pm at Foster’s 
Gully picnic area. See BM notes page 3 for details. 


Bird Group Excursion: Monday 7 February to Lyrebird Walk Forest Track, near 

Mirboo North. Meet 10am at carpark. Contact: Elsie 
. _ Coggan @ 5127 1857. 
Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following the club 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage % 5634 2246. 
Meeting: Friday 24 March AGM. Peregrine Falcons — Victor Hurley 
Excursion: Saturday 25 March Petersons Lookout. Meet 10am at carpark beside Tyers 
; General Store. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK Contact: Jack Brooks @ 5623 1563 
FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris 5122 3137 
_ FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton @ 5625 1293 


_ VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP Contact: Graeme Rowe 5662 2449 


Next activities: 9/2 Sandy Pt — Sanderling; 11/2 Flinders — Ruddy Tumstone; 16/2 Werribee SF — 
Pied Oystercatcher; 25/2 Queenscliff — Pied O’catcher; 26-27/2 Stockyard Pt — Pied O’ catcher. 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
_ Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre & 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Sec. 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Centre @ 5674 3738 


Next activities: Sun 12 March — AGM at Bunurong Meeting Room, 12 noon. Sunday 26 March — 
Wonthaggi Bush Bike Ride. Frank Coldebella & 5681 6240 


FRIENDS OF TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR CONCERTO ane 
Contacts: Gary Deane % 5174 1591 (Pres.) Steve Kurec & 5173 1491 (Shire Liaison Officer) 
_ HEYFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE COMMITTEE 3 

~ Contacts: Ron Kerr @ 5148 2575 (President). Wendy Rhodes @ 5148 3058 (Secretary) 


PLEASE NOTE — MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 
Sc inside back cover fou details. 


| Ran FOR NEXT ISSUE: 11 FEBRUARY 2000 
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Latrobe Vaitey Freid Naturalists Cio inc. 
2900 Program 


January 
14th Members’ Night 
22nd - 24th Summer Camp at Licola 


February ue Eee 
25th Bats . _ Lindy Lumsden 
26th Bat trapping and Bat Roost Boxes at Morwell NP 
March 
24th Annual General Meeting 
Peregrine Falcons Victor Hurley 
25th Excursion to Petersons Lookout 


April 
OSthipee a Beetles — _ Nick Porch 
29th Related excursion to Childers area 


May 


26th Species Extinction Processes Wendy Wright 

27th Fungi & Ferns at Glen Nayook 

June : 

23rd Comparison of Australian & New Zealand Flora Chris Horne 


24th 


July . . 
28th Bird Atlas Janey Jackson 
29th Excursion to Brodribb Road & Mathison Park 


Birds atSaleCommon _ 


August 


25th Koalas Peter Menkhorst 

27th Paterson Lakes revegetation Bus Trip 

September hae . 

22nd The Changing Bush David Ashton 

23rd Frog Watch at Traralgon RRC Reserve 

October 

14th-15th Spring Camp at Lake Tyers 

27th Molluse Species at Andersons Inlet Eddie Beulke 
28th Related excursion to Andersons Inlet 
N ovember 

24th Marine Invaders Margaret Clayton 

Rothe = Excursion to Fosters Gully, Morwell NP 

December 

9th Christmas Party at Nora O'Reilly's, Tanjil South 


January 2001 
12 th Members’ night 
19th -21st Summer Camp) at Mt Hotham 
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For us, the adventure began when we had to 
fight our way through the city jungle to find 
the car park at Spencer Street station to pick 
up Beatrice and Elsie. The map in the 
Melway was of little help, but eventually we 
found it, and them, and forged our way 
through the traffic towards Werribee. The 
dismal day could do little to dampen the 
spirits of all the intrepid adventurers who 
gathered there. Inside the zoo, we had some 
time to pursue our own interests before 
joining the Behind-the-Scenes Tour. Most 
followed one of the walking trails. A 
resounding clap of thunder _ startled 
everyone, including a pelican on the lake 
beside the Volcanic Plains Walk. It suddenly 
found itself flapping about, several feet 
above the water, but subsided again as the 
noise abated. 


In the Savanna Discovery Centre were the 
sounds and sights of the animals of savanna 
regions, shown on video. Static displays, 
with detailed explanatory notes showed 
samples of the vegetation and included a 
cross-section of the landscape. This also 
revealed something of the lives of some of 
the animals that live underground. 


Our Behind-the-Scenes Tour began with a 
walk along the African Walking Trail. This 
follows the moat which almost surrounds an 
area where waterbuck, zebras and ostriches 
roam and can easily be seen. A flock of 
guinea fowl paraded about and colourful 
Egyptian ducks wandered the banks or 
swam in the lake. An African village, with 
thatched ‘mud’ huts, was pretending to be a 
picnic area. We hung over the bridges to 
inspect the streams and water plants, paused 
to investigate the tali plants that screened the 
pathways and stopped to identify the native 
birds flitting about, proceeding at our usual 
excursion speed. As we did so, one of the 
two Friends of the Zoo who accompanied us 
and our Ranger, Kylie, was heard to 
comment, “I forgot we were with a group 
of Field Naturalists and would be moving at 
this slow pace.” 


The antics of the vervet monkeys were a 
delight to watch, and even more so when we 
heard of their rescue from an experimental 
laboratory overseas, where they had been 
kept in separate cages. On arrival here, they 
had not known how to live as a social group 
and had to learn those skills. The dominant 
male inspected us through the glass as 
closely as we inspected him, while a baby 
played with others in the background. The 
spotted serval cat sat on its haunches on its 
side of the moat to watch us. When we 
reached the fence that separated us from 
their enclosure, the zebras came to take a 
look, while the ostriches scrutinised us very 
carefully. It became questionable who was 
on show — them or us! The cheetahs, 
however, were less interested. They prowled 
their enclosure, stopping every now and then 
to peer out towards the open plains, from 
where the breeze brought the scent of the 
camels. 


Behind the scenes, we were shown the night 
quarters of the animals, the walled walkways 
by which the zebras and ostriches were taken 
in the evenings back to the plains, and the 
holding yards that could be used to house 
them overnight when necessary. An attempt 
is made to prevent the animals in the smaller 
enclosures from becoming bored by adding 
new things to their quarters, such as plants 
that have different smells. This gives them 
something different to investigate. 


The bus tour took us through the paddocks 
of Australian animals, Western Plains grey 
kangaroos, red-necked wallabies and emus, 
and on to the holding pens. In the pens, new 
animals adjust to their surroundings. A pair 
of red deer, the friendly deer, are often put in 
with unsettled animals as they always help to 
calm them. That day they were with a kudu. 
The pens are also used for breeding pairs, so 
a check can be kept on the genetic line, and 
for the safety of pregnant females. The zoo 
is involved in the breeding program for 
endangered species and is proud of what it is 
achieving in this area. Further afield was a 
world class quarantine section, surrounded 
by a buffer zone. They were excitedly 
looking forward to the arrival from Africa of 
three wild white rhinoceros, which have 
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since arrived. This facility is used by other 
zoos as well. 


On our way back to the open plains, we 
drove round the large lakes of murky water 
that, most of the time, concealed the 
hippopotamus from our sight. However they 
surfaced long enough for us to see them 
clearly for a few minutes. In a smaller area 
was a mother and her baby, which had come 
right up out of the water. 


Crossing the plain, we passed shaggy-coated 
bison that came close to the bus, white-tailed 
deer, dromedary camels, addax, scimitar- 
horned oryx and waterbucks. We crossed 
the Werribee River and, along the boundary, 
drove past the eucalypt plantations that are 
grown to supply the koalas at Healesville 
Sanctuary and Melbourne Zoo. Storm 
clouds were gathering as we again crossed 
the river and its flood plain and drove up 
onto the hill to attempt to navigate a traffic 
jam. As the dark sky had caused the giraffes 
to think it was bed-time, they had taken over 
the track down the hill as they headed for 
their night quarters and we had to wait our 
turn. With their lanky legs they towered over 
the bus, but were just as interested in us as 
we were in them. Down on the plain we 
drove off the track to take a closer look at 
the Burchell zebras, chittal and sambar deer, 
kudus, Watusi cattle and the curly-horned 
elands whose legs make a clicking noise as 
they walk, though we kept a reasonable 
distance from the white rhinoceroses. 
Amongst the: animals were Cape Barren 
Geese. While we were inspecting the night 
quarters of the giraffes and the crushes used 
for weighing and treating the larger animals, 
the rain began in earnest, so we returned to 
the main buildings. From the bistro, we 
watched through the glass the tiny meerkats, 
who didn’t like the rain either. The tour 
provided us with a wealth of information, 


making’ us aware of the care taken to 


provide the best possible living conditions 
for the animals within the restrictions of the 
-ZOO. For one member, however, the 
highlight of the day had been the discovery 
of a stall with some different and unusual 
native plants, sold to raise money for the 
ZOO. 


Soon we were on our way to the Lady 
Northcote Centre for our  night’s 
accommodation, discovering on the way the 
great value of roundabouts. Our quarters 
were comfortable and attractive and the food 
was excellent, with Gwyn enjoying the roast 
dinner for which she was hoping. It was the 
ingenuity of Elsie, however, that solved the 
problem of how to dry the dishes when we 
didn’t have any tea-towels. Many thanks to 
Wendy for all the planning and arranging 
that went into making this such an enjoyable 
weekend. 


Estelle Adams 


SUNDAY MORNING OCTOBER 10. 


A hot breakfast at the Lady Northcote 
Recreation Camp at Rowsley gave a great 
start to the second day of the Spring Camp. 
Yes, we'd had a roast dinner the night 
before at this comfortable camp — my 
wishful thinking late that afternoon had been 
rewarded. 


We packed our bags and headed for the 
Brisbane Ranges National Park. This park of 
7470 hectares in area has steep gorges and 
high ridges along the escarpment and drops 
to gentle hills in the west. The rainfall is 
relatively low. We had a day with some 
drizzle. We were fortunate to have ex- 
Ranger Des Peters join us for the morning 
and we visited several areas including heathy 
woodland and low open forest. 


Along Spectral Track we fourid the Small 
Duck Orchid and the Brisbane Range 
Grevillea G.steiglitziana, the latter found 
only here and in the Werribee Gorge. Red 
Stringy Bark and Mitchell Wattle grew along 
the winding tracks. 


It was a thrill to find the Dense Mint Bush 
Prostanthera decussata. This was a rare 
find. Next, we knelt carefully on the ground 
to examine the pink-spotted side lobes of the 
Musky Caladenia C. angustata. The third 
kneeler detected a faint scent. (SUCH a 
contrast from the day before at the Werribee 
Zoo when we had CRANED our necks 
upwards to admire the splendidly patterned 
head and neck of a giraffe firmly astride the 
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road ahead of our zoo-touring bus. Yes, we 
waited!) 


We travelled along an area abundant with 


Southern Grass-trees Xanthorrhoea 
australis. Many of these Grass-trees were 
victims of a disease/fungus. 


At Boar Gully Camp Ground, we stood 
around a glistening wet wooden table 
enjoying morning tea, despite another light 
shower of rain. A large koala slept in a 
nearby tree. We were a colourful flock in 
our rainjackets of red, royal, slick black and 
aqua. On the way back to our car, half a 
dozen larrikin choughs caught our eye, 
sleekly black and with a flash of white as 
they flew away. 


A. member was delighted to recognize the 
“Tittle plant with the big name” just before 
we left the ranges. It was the Small 
Poranthera P. microphylla with its tiny, star- 
like flowers. This plant was 5-6cm high and 
was last spotted during the August excursion 
to Briagolong. 


Next we said farewell (like a Fitzpatrick 
travel talk of 50 years ago!) and thankyou to 
the pleasant and informative Des Peters. We 
- piled back into our vehicles and headed for 
Point Cook Coastal Park and, we hoped, our 
cut lunches! 


Gwynneth A. Trainor 


After visiting the Brisbane Ranges National 
Park on Sunday morning in the rain and 
recording 15 species of birds we proceeded 
on to Point Cook Coastal Park. Arriving 
quite late for lunch and then being slowed up 
by many humps designed to frustrate 
speeding “Birdo’s’ we ate our lunch amongst 
casuarinas, coast teatree and mozzies. We 
had soon recorded 10 species of birds. 


A casual walk to the beach later added seven 
more, including an Australasian Grebe 
bobbing around on the ocean waves, and a 
new bird to most of us Gippslanders who 
had not travelled on the coastal route west — 
a Singing Honeyeater. 


The best of birding was to come when 
peering out of the bird hide overlooking a 
calm coastal lake, we made time to study 11 
wetland birds, including a family of swans 
graciously floating by in formation. Then 
came a long discussion on the identity of the 
terns flying back and forth — luckily only one 
species present! It was almost 5pm before 
we left for the long drive home. 


Elsie Coggan 
Bird List for the Park 
Australasian Grebe Singing Honeyeater 
Little Pied Cormorant Crescent Honeyeater 
Pied Cormorant New Holland Honeyeater 
Little Black Cormorant White-fronted Chat 
Australian White Ibis Yellow Robin 
Swamp Harrier Willie Wagtail 
le Swamphen Magpie 
Black-fronted Dotterel Little Raven 
Silver Gull Sparrow 
Spotted Turtle-dove Greenfinch 
Pallid Cuckoo Goldfinch 
Red Wattlebird Blackbird 


Bird List from Bird-hide at Wetland 


Black Swan Black-winged Stilt 
Pacific Black Duck Black-fronted Dotterel 
Australasian Grebe Red-kneed Dotterel 
Hoary-headed Grebe Masked Lapwing 
Dusky Moorhen Whiskered Tern 
Pied Oystercatcher 


General Meetings & Excursions 


Friday 25 February: Bats — Lindy Lumsden 
Saturday 26 February: Bat trapping at 
Morwell NP. Meet 5.30pm at Fosters Gully 
picnic area (Kerry Road). Set up traps, BBQ 
tea, presentations re Bat Roosting Boxes 
project, then check traps. BYO food and 
drinks, portable BBQ if possible, torch and 
insect repellent. Oy Oe pie 


Friday 24 March: AGM. Peregrine Falcons 
— Victor Hurley. 

Saturday 25 March: Excursion to 
Petersons Lookout. Meet 10am at carpark 
beside Tyers General Store. 
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Finance — Balance 

General A/c $615.34. Cash Management 
Trust $9075.16 (Investment $2484.34 and 
Conservation $6590.82) 


Business Arising, General Business & 
Correspondence 


Jean Galbraith memorial seat ceremony 30 
October was well attended. E Lyndon and E 
Brewster spoke about her life. 


Wetland structures for Hazelwood Power — 
bird hide to be built soon, and observation 
platform on high point. 


Laser pointer for use by guest speakers — 
Tandy models from $30 - $80. Will borrow a 
cheap model to trial. 


Deposit for VFNCA camp at Rawson 
arranged. 


Sale FNC exchange of newsletters and 
invitation to our Summer camp. 


Book meeting venues for 2000 and send 
donation to Migrant Resource Centre. 


Maps purchased with remaining grant money 
covering areas around Walhalla, Licola and 
local area. 


Program for 2000 finalised; Summer camp 
for 2001 to be Mt Hotham. 


Licola Summer camp 22-24 January booked. 


Jean Galbraith Botany Scholarship meeting 
11 November — latest draft presented by 
Club to be adopted in essence. Planning will 
proceed, seeking sponsorship and launching 
public appeal at Dunedin. 


Bat Roosting Box Project — guidelines being 
preparéd, CMA commitment to be checked, 
invitations to launch will be sent to some 
local people who may be interested. 


Spring camp 2000 at Lake Tyers Camp & 
Caravan Park. Will book 3. cabins 
accommodating up to 18 people. 


Subscription rates for 2000 recommended to 
remain the same as 1999, but note that this 
may result in a loss which we will cover with 
interest from our investment account at this 
point in time. 


Conservation Matters 


Brodribb Rd — Phil met with Kevin Jones on 
site to view the good progress which has 
been made with the earthworks. 


Crinigan Rd — new management committee 
to be formed, which will include a club 
representative. 


Small Lake & Waterway Management 
Workshop attended by Rob 10" November 
(not as Club rep). 


Hazelwood Power ERC presentation of self 
regulating EPA status 26° November will be 
attended by Rob. 


Plants of significance to Gippsland Koori 
Community — list being prepared for Koori 
Grove in Mathison Park. Rob would like us 
to write a letter to the Shire suggesting this 
list be put into a brochure to be used as a 
community resource. 


NOTICE OF MOTION FOR THE AGM 


It was resolved at the January General 
Meeting that the subscription for 2000 
remain unchanged. Rates are as follows — 
Naturalist $15, Family $30, Single Member 
$22, Junior Member $15. Subscriptions are 
due March 1*. For payment details see inside 
back cover. Please pay promptly — all subs 
are sorely needed to keep the club afloat. 


GUEST SPEAKER FOR FEBRUARY | 


Lindy Lumsden — Bats. Lindy has had a 
long involvement in bat research and works 
at the Arthur Rylah Institute, Heidelberg. 
She has published many research papers and 
is frequently sought by the media as the ‘bat 
expert’. She has also studied bats in 
Insonesia and New Zealand and has helped 
prepare the Action Plan for Australian Bats. 
There will be a related excursion in the 
Morwell NP. 


Issue No. 427 January 2000 


Page 4 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist 


We are lucky to have Australasian Grebes on our neighbour’s dam, and we have noticed that 
they have produced young in the past. I had never observed them closely as we only saw them 


occasionally. There is a large thicket of spike rush on one side of the dam, so it was easy for ~ 


them to conceal themselves. I seemed to recall last year that I had only seen one parent with 
the chicks. This year we noticed one bird in breeding plumage on the dam in early August, and 
saw it quite regularly on our morning walks. As I only ever saw one bird, I thought perhaps 
the other was sitting on eggs in the rushes. However as the months passed and there was no 
sigh of a second bird or chicks, I started to wonder if this was a bird which had lost its mate, 
and if they were a species which paired for life it may be destined to live alone. 


Finally on November 10” we were very excited to see two parents with four little chicks 
swimming around. I hadn’t realized that both parents were identical in appearance (or so it 
appears from the field guides). They both have a very bright yellow mark below the eye and 
distinctive chestnut colour on the head. I thought one appeared to have more chestnut than the 
other, but I’ll need to observe them more closely to be sure. So now I’m wondering if we 
were seeing two birds all along as they took shifts on the nest. 


This evening when I went up to look at them, I heard one making an agitated sound as I 
approached. It was ‘seeing off a black duck which had got too close for its liking by chasing it 
and pecking at its rear end. I was very amused to see it dive, then moments later see the duck 
fly up with a great quack. This was enough to send the duck packing. 


Wendy Savage 

, 416 to 426 Year 1999 
Birds 
Bird List For Gelantipy Weekend Lyn Tumer Mar 418 
Bird List for VFNCA Weekend Elsie Coggan May 420 
_Bird List for Wilson's Promontory Elsie Coggan Feb 417 
Bird Notes - Fantail Cuckoo & Yellow-tailed Thombills Bon Thompson Feb 417 
Frogmouth Visitors Bon Thompson Oct 425 
Have You Seen My Wattlebirds? Ellen Lyndon Aug 423 
Where Have All the Regent Honey-eaters Gone? Feb 417 
Botany j z ‘ 
Alpine Flora of Wester Canada Talk by Ken Harris Loma Long Mar 418 
A Summary of the History of the Big Ash Dr. D. Ashton Oct 425 
Native Garden and Nursery. Talk by David Grant Ron Carey Feb 417 
New Strategy for Recovery of Victoria's Threatened Orchids Fiona Coates Jun 421 
Notes from Botany Group Jacquie Tims Jan 416 
Pittosporums Jack Brooks Feb 417 
Plants on Excursion to Bald Hills - Tarwin Lower Bon Thompson Feb 417 
Reclassification of Hibbertia Aspera-Empetrifolia Complex Ron Carey Mar 418 
The Incense Plant Bon Thompson Sep 424 
Under the Mistletoe Jacquie Tims Oct 425 
Wattles , Jacquie Tims Sep 424 
Wildflowers in Southem Westem Australia by P. Rayment Jim Blucher Jul 422 
Excursions 
Bald Hills Wetland Reserve in afternoon 28.11.98 Philip Rayment Mar 418 
Buchan Area Excursion Philip Rayment Jun 421 
Excursion to Briagalong Wendy Savage Sep 424 
Excursion to Tarwin Lower Cemetery 28.11.98 Ron Cart Mar 418 
Geology Excursion in Trafalgar - Yarragon Area Margaret Rowe Nov 426 
Mount Worth State Park Ron Cai Aug 423 
Rambling on the Baw Baw Plateau (in January) Philip Rayment Feb 417 
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Screw Creek & Bunurong Marine Park Excursion 

Spring Camp at Wilson's Promontory 

Summer Interlude at Gelantipy 

The Strzeleckis, Gunyah Gunyah - Saturday 24.4.99 
VFNCA Annual March Camp - Nyerimilang Heritage Park 
VFNCA Annual March Camp - Roseneath Peninsula 
VFNCA Annual March Camp on Gippsland Lakes 

Visit to the Organ Pipes National Park 


Fauna 


Brush-tailed Phascogale - A Threatened Species 
Wonders of Nature (about trout) 


Fungi 
A Rusty Goodia 
Flowers of Tan 


Geol 


ogy 
Victorian Caves & Karst. Talk by Ms Susan White 


Invertebrates 


Aquatic Invertebrates - Talk by Dr. Terry Walker 


Spiders Alive 


Marine Life 


Dolphins Talk by Jeff Weir 


Miscellaneous 
A Cat Tail 


Memorial For Jean Galbraith 

Opening of Jungadale Reserve 

The Art of Catchment Management Talk by Ross Scott 
The Strzeleckis. What's Happening? Nat. Park Proposal 
Track Dwarfs - Building Tracks at Wilson's Promontory 


Reports 


Carrajung Conservation Reserve Association 
Friends of Mount Worth State Park 
Hazelwood Power Environmental Review Committee 


President's Report 


Realignment of the Track to Mustering Flat 
Report by Bird Recording Officer 


Reptiles 
Victorian Carpet 


Vale 
Jean Galbraith 


Jean Galbraith; Some Personal Reflections 
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Margaret. Rowe 
Philip Rayment 
Philip Rayment 
John Poppins 
Loma Long 
Loma Long 
Philip Rayment 
R. de Souza-Daw 
& John Lawson 


Ron Court 


Bon Thompson 
Tom May 


Mary Austin 


R. de Souza-Daw 
R. de Souza-Daw 


Florence Blucher 


Tris Peterson 
Philip Rayment 
Jackie Tims 
John Poppins 


Jack Brooks 
R. de Souza-Daw 
Philip Rayment 


Elsie Coggan 


R. de Souza-Daw ~ 


Ellen Lyndon 
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May 420 
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Jun 421 
Feb 417 
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Jun 421 
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Nov 426 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Club: Contact: Meeting: 
Latrobe Valley Secretary 7.30 pm on the fourth Friday of 
FNC Inc. Mrs W Savage - each month at the Moe 
LVFNC Inc. Community Health Centre, 
PO Box 1205 Fowler Street 
Morwell 3840 Moe Vic. 3825 — 
%@ 5634 2246 
Assistant Secretary 
J Tims 
@ 9589 4047 or 5634 2628 
Sale FNC Mrs Betty Jarvis 7.30 pm on first Friday of each 
64 Powerscourt St month at The Gwen Webb Hall © 
Maffra 3860 Market St, off Raglan St, near 
@ 51472151 Zion College, Sale Vic 3850 
Bairnsdale FNC Inc. Mrs Pat Tratt 8 pm on the third Friday of each 
P.O. Box 563 month at Noweyung, 84 Goold 
Bairnsdale 3875 Street, Bairnsdale Vic 3875 
5156 2683 ae o 
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Due March 31st. Please forward to Hon. Treasurer © Mr Bruce Adams 
(Cheques made payable to LVFNC Inc) 7 Lorikeet Place 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 

Meeting: Friday 25 February Bats — Lindy Lumsden 

Excursion: Saturday 26 February Bat trapping at Morwell NP. Meet 5.30pm at Foster’s 
Gully picnic area. See BM notes page 3 for details. 


Bird Group Excursion: Monday 6 March to Edward Hunter Reserve. Meet 10am 
at old carpark in Coalville Road. 

Contact: Elsie Coggan @ 5127 1857. 

Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following the club 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage @ 5634 2246. 

Meeting: Friday 24 March AGM. Peregrine Falcons — Victor Hurley 

Excursion: Saturday 25 March Petersons Lookout. Meet 10am at carpark beside Tyers 

: General Store. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK Contact: Jack Brooks 5623 1563 
FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris @ 5122 3137 
FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton @ 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP Contact: Graeme Rowe @ 5662 2449 


Next activities: 7-13 March South Australia — Sanderling & Turnstone; 15-19 March Corner Inlet — 
Pre-departure fattening waders, especially Red Knot & Bar-tailed Godwit; 26 March Barry Beach 
— Departing Red Knot & Bar-tailed Godwit, or mBied & Sooty Oyen 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre @ 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Sec. # 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Centre @ 5674 3738 


Next activities: Sun 12 March — AGM at Bunurong Meeting Room, 12 noon. Sunday 26 March — 
Wonthaggi Bush Bike Ride. Frank Coldebella @ 5681 6240 


FRIENDS OF TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR CONSERVATION RESERVE 
Contacts: Gary Deane @ 5174 1591 (Pres.) Steve Kurec 5173 1491 (Shire Liaison Officer) 


HEYFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE COMMITTEE 
_ Contacts: Ron Kerr @ 5148 2575 (President). cay Rhodes @ 5148 3058 (Secretary) 


; PLEASE NOTE — MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 
See inside back cover for details. 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 10 MARCH 2000 
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Terri explained how her life had always 
involved orchids. She had the good fortune 
to live in Wonthaggi as a child. Two areas 
where Terri lived were favourite collecting 
areas for W.H. Nichols who wrote and 
illustrated one of the masterpieces on 
orchids. Hedley and Wonthaggi heathlands 
were renowned for orchids as far back as the 
1910s. So Terri had a natural history 
background which continued through her 
primary schooldays when nature study was a 
daily routine that was considered important 
to everybody's education. During her early 
teaching days Terri also lived in the 
Grampians and Mallee where she found 
different orchids. 


In Hedley Mrs. Elesa Ross was a collector 
for Nichols in the 1910s and 1920s. She was 
a very knowledgeable lady who was ever 
happy to pass on her knowledge of orchids 
and their habitats to interested young people. 
Terri was one of those beneficiaries. 


Besides Nichols’ Orchids of Australia first 
published as a book in 1969, Terri 
recommended the latest orchid book by 
Backhouse and Jeanes Zhe Orchids of 
Victoria which includes most of the recent 
new species and the many name changes. To 
find orchids it is helpful to know the type of 
habitat where they grow and also the shape 
of the leaves. One of the slides was a perfect 
example of how difficult it is to see orchid 
flowers sometimes and how much easier it is 
to find the leaves and then see the flowers. 
This slide was of a group of Mosquito 
Orchids. Coastal areas, Wilsons Promontory 
and woodlands as in Mullundung forest are 
good hunting grounds. South facing slopes 
are also worth inspecting. October is usually 
a good month in those areas. However, this 
year is a poor year for orchids, perhaps 


because of the several dry years we have 
had. 


When showing the slides Terri approached 
the subject by grouping the orchids in the 
seasons in which they flower in her area. 
There were 12 species that flower in 
summer, 13 in autumn, 13 in winter and 62 
in spring, totalling 100 in all. Interesting 
comments accompanied the slides, including 
the type of habitat to look in for different 
species. As amongst the summer flowering 
orchids: Tongue Orchids are pollinated by 
ichneumon wasps; Hyacinth Orchids have no 
leaves but are associated with trees and 
fungi; the Yellow Leek Orchid was 
photographed growing in rock hard clay in 
Tasmania but also grows in Victoria. The 
varying colour forms of some of the orchids 
showed how colour is not necessarily a 
diagnostic feature to identify species. In 
Gippsland the Parsons Bands flowers in 
autumn while in the alpine country and 
Tasmania it flowers in summer. Also 
amongst the autumn flowering were six 
Greenhood species. 


For the spring section many slides illustrated 
the different species of the Diuris family; the 
Wallflower, Leopard, Tiger and Golden 
Moth. Many of the confusing 
Caladenias - more than 8 species - were 
shown and explained. Orchids flowering in 
winter included the Cobra, Maroonhood, 
Blunt and more Greenhoods and the 
different species of Helmet, Mosquito and 
Gnat Orchids. 


The talk concluded with slides of beautiful 
and rare orchids from other areas. Orchids 
from W.A. including the Zebra, White 
Spider and the more common Daddy 
Longlegs with several plants growing 
entwined together making a lovely display. 
Caladenias included the bright yellow 
Cowslip, the creamy yellow Leafless 
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Caladenia and finished with the Fringed Hare 
Orchid which grows in W.A., S.A. and 
Victoria. 


Question time followed when many members 
posed queries which Terri answered in 
detail. 


Bon Thompson 


After her talk on orchids the night before, 
Terri Allen was good enough to front again 
the next morning, to lead a practical class in 
her stamping ground around Yarram, ably 
assisted by Sue Taylor. 


The first area investigated was the eastern 
end of Gellion’s Run. This is a pretty large 
reservation of sparse scrub that seems to 
have survived the “improvements” wrought 
by pastoralists because its fertility was poor. 
But the tough conditions do seem to bring 
out the best in some of our native flowers. 
This year has been too tough though — too 
dry, and the orchids were way below their 
best. I only recorded three types and few 
specimens of each at Gellion’s Run. There 
were a few Gnat Orchids Acianthus sp. 
growing right on the dirt track, and there 
was a spectacular single Tiger Orchid Diuris 
sulphurea, and a single Onion Orchid 
Microtis sp. 


The feature of the day lay in the genus 
Xanthorrhoea — grass-trees, which were 
flowering profusely, probably due to a recent 
fire. We were able to make a comparative 
study of the three local types. The first one 
was X. resinosa Spear Grass-tree, which 
usually had multiple flower-heads and the 
flowers were short in proportion to the 
remaining stem. X. australis Austral Grass- 
tree, by comparison, had flowers longer than 
the remaining stem. We saw X. minor later 


in the Won Wron Forest, and it was a 
smaller plant with leaf cross section nearly 
an equilateral triangle. 


It was a time for yellow flowers, for example 
the little Swamp Goodenia G. humilis, and a 
couple of Hibbertias — the prickly one, H. 
acicularis, and a showy one, probably H. 
prostrata. In Won Wron Forest later there 
was another, small-flowered one, H. 
empetrifolia. This one was of particular 
interest to me as I was in contact with 
Helmut Toelken of Adelaide who was 
revising that group of Hibbertias and came 
to examine some near Tyers. 


Back at Gellion’s more yellow flowers came 
with the Rush Lily Tricoryne elatior, and the 
Smooth Parrot-pea Dillwynia glaberrina 
partly yellow of course. The Leafless Globe- 
pea Sphaerolobium vimineum was yellow 
too, growing in rather swampy places, and 
has rather spherical seed-pods. 

I remember an outing with the Victorian 
Field Naturalists as a child, when a leader 
expounded his theory that flower colours 
follow a seasonal pattern, with for example, 
yellows and purples flowering together and 
reds at a different time. It could be 
interesting to know if anyone else has any 
thoughts on the subject. 


Just to challenge the theory there were some 
white and very pale flowers out too — eg. the 
miniature Boronia parviflora (very pale 
pink) and White Marianth Marianthus 
procumbens, with tiny flowers and there was 
also a little white Pratia — P. pedunculata 
probably. Also present was the Dusty Daisy- 
bush Olearia phlogopappa, perhaps not the 
whitest of whites. 


There were plenty of bird calls in the 
background as we concentrated on the 
botany at ground level. Especially there were 
lots of honeyeaters which were finding lots 
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of nectar on the grass-trees and on the 
Melaleucas like M. ericifolia and M. 
squarrosa. White-eared and Yellow-faced 
were recorded. Both types of pardalote were 
heard too — the Spotted (‘poo tiki’) and the 
Striated. 


Next stop for most was the Won Wron State 
Forest, but owing to lapses of concentration 
the convoy lost both its head and its tail and 
a diversion in Yarram to pick up an extra 
vehicle didn’t assist. One car apparently 
attached itself to an unknown vehicle 
heading for Sale and was never sighted 
again. 


At Won Wron, there were quite a few 
species in flower but generally flowering 
very poorly because of the very dry year. 
There were at least two caladenias, pinkish 
in colour, and thought to be C. clarkii and 
C. gracilis by Terri Allen. Occasional 
flowers were also found of cream-coloured 
Candles Stackhousia monogyna, the blue 
Love Creeper Comesperma volubile, green- 
flowered Apple-berry Billardiera scandens, 
as well as the little groundcover Creeping 
Bossiaea B. prostrata. 


Around 3pm the rain which had threatened 
early, finally came down and put an end to 
our rambles. 


Ron Carey 
NATURE’S HEALED 


Grass tree, black boy, Xanthorrhoea, 
Stands majestically with upthrust spear. 
Insects feed in flowerheads clustered, 
Butterflies’ wings pollen-dusted. 

On hot lazy days to perfume heady, 
Honeyeaters are alert, ever ready — 
Yellow wings flutter, fringed tongues dip 
Harvesting nectar — insert, dip. 

Leaf spikes fanned, skirts a-shimmer, 


Graceful tu-tus in emerald glimmer 

Against charcoal butt ebony burned, 

Trunks all awry, twisted and turned. 
Marching the sand-dunes an army of spears - 
Fire’s new beginning a splash of green 
tears... 


Terri Allen 


REPORT ON BUSINESS MEETING 


HELD 10.1.2000 ~ 
General Meetings & Excursions 


Friday 25 February: Bats — Lindy Lumsden 
Saturday 26 February: Bat trapping at 
Morwell NP. Meet 5.30pm at Fosters Gully 
picnic area (Kerry Road). Set up traps, BBQ 
tea, presentations re Bat Roosting Boxes 
project, then check traps. BYO food and 
drinks, portable BBQ if possible, torch and 
insect repellent. 


Friday 24 March: AGM. Peregrine Falcons 
— Victor Hurley 

Saturday 25 March: Related excursion to 
Petersons Lookout. Meet 10am at carpark 
beside Tyers General Store. 


Finance — Balance 

General A/c $705.50. Cash Management 
Trust $9168.28 Investment $2577.46 and 
Conservation $6590.28) 


Business Arising, General Business & 
Correspondence 


Laser pointer for use by guest speaker — will 
trial a model at February Meeting. 


LaTrobe Shire -— Community Grant 
Information & Calendar of events 
registration forms — Bon will call in to office 
and bring information to the General 
Meeting. 


a 
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Bat Roosting Box Project progress - CMA 
have confirmed that they will support the 
project with Ross Scott overseeing it. 
Invitations to launch prepared and sent. 


AGM planning -— Notice of motion: 
Subscriptions for 2000 to remain the same as 
1999. 


VFNCA Camp planning for March 2001 — 
first planning meeting Thursday 16" March 
at Lorna Long’s. 


Club brochure — 2000 insert available at GM 
for distribution. 


Conservation Matters 


Plants of significance to Gippsland Koori 
Community, preparation of brochure being 
undertaken by Rob deSouza-Daw. Club feels 
that it does not fall into our area of 
expertise, and that it would be more 
appropriate for the Mathison Park group to 
become involved in this. 


Marine Coastal and Estuarine Investigation, 
ECC draft report — will not comment on this. 


Plantation Logging in the Strzeleckis — Club 
has a copy of The Code of Forest Practices 
and Self Regulation Discussion Paper 
prepared by Tim Ealey. 


NOTICE OF MOTION FOR THE AGM 


_It was resolved at the January General 
Meeting that the subscription for 2000 
remain unchanged. Rates are as follows — 
Naturalist $15; Family $30; Single Member 
$22; Junior Member $15. Subscriptions are 
due 31° March. For payment details see 
inside back cover. Please pay promptly — all 
subs are sorely needed to keep the club 
afloat. 


GUEST SPEAKER FOR MARCH 


Victor Hurley — Peregrine Falcons. Victor 
is the co-ordinator of the Victorian 
Peregrine Project, and is based at DNR&E 
at Mildura. This project was established in 
1991, and involves over 200 people across 
Victoria who are involved in monitoring the 
peregrine falcons. Its basic aims are to raise 
community awareness, determine their 
current conservation status and nesting 
requirements, and better improve species 
management. It is the largest Peregrine 
monitoring program in Australia with 660 
birds banded. Field naturalists and bird 
watchers are keenly sought to assist the 
project in the Gippsland area to locate 
nesting sites in tree hollows. 


ENDANGERED ~ ECOLOGICAL 
COMMUNITY -— NEW _ LISTING 
UNDER ESP ACT 


Some time ago the Threatened Species 
Network nominated a rare ecological 
community “Silurian Limestone Pomaderris 
Shrubland” for listing under the Endangered 
Species Protection Act. We have just 
received advice from federal environment 
Minister, Senator Robert Hill, that the 
nomination has been successful, and the 
community will be listed as endangered 
under the revised name “Silurian Limestone 
Pomaderris Shrubland of the South East 
Corner and Australian Alps Bioregions”. 


Located in far East Gippsland and known to 
us more commonly as the “marble Gully” 
Community, it is characterised by a unique 
assemblage of plant species, including seven 
rare or threatened taxa, amongst which is the 
nationally endangered Marble Daisy Bush, 
and four disjunctly occurring species. 
Several uncommon or rare bryophytes also 
occur. This is the only known occurrence of 
the shrubland which covers just 40 hectares. 


(er ED 
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Threats include fire (fire has been notably 
absent from the site), weed invasion (via soil 
disturbance), grazing by both domestic and 
feral animals such as rabbits (some grazing 
at the margins of the community has 
occurred), and quarrying (Marble Gully 
contains a rare type of marble). 


From The Web — the Newsletter of the 
Threatened Species Network (Vic) — 
December 1999 


On the excursion to Gellions Run there were 
two violets brought to my attention. They 
were both very small flowers. The little 
mauve and white violet was a form of Viola 
hederacea the common Ivy-leafed Violet In 
the Flora of Victoria there are 10 species of 
violets recognized now and within the 
species V. hederacea seven different forms 
have been recognized and described in the 
Flora of NSW and been accepted in the 
Flora of Victoria but not described as it 
states there are overlapping groups and more 
Australia-wide studies are needed to clarify 
the situation. I think our specimen was 
Forma A. Viola hederacea is distinguished 
from the other violets in the key by the 
following features — The plant is trailing 
often rooting at the nodes, stalk of leaf is 
usually glabrous but if hairs are present they 
are not deflexed, flowers are two coloured, 
petals are 7-10mm long, leaves are kidney- 
shaped to semi-circular but very variable, 
flower stalks normally extend well beyond 
the leaves and the lateral petals are bearded. 


However the dark violet-coloured tiny violet 
we found at the swamp area is, I hope, Viola 
Juscoviolacea without a common name yet. 
This plant was previously known as Viola 
hederacea subspecies fuscoviolacea which 
has now been raised to species level with its 
Own name. Some of its distinguishing 
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features are — it is also trailing as above, the 
base of the leaf tapers into its stalk, the 
blackish violet colour, the flower stalk is 
only 2-25mm long shorter than or just 
exceeding the leaves, the lower petal is 
broad and the lateral petals bearded. An 
interesting point is that this species is 
recorded as an alpine species from Buffalo 
Plateau, Bogong High Plains, Mt Wellington 
and Nunniong Plateau. But Ollie found a 
specimen at Ben Winch Swamp near Holey 
Plains in 1991 when we were there with 
Neville Walsh who took it back to the 
herbarium and identified it. Neville thought 
that was probably the first lowland record of 
this species in Victoria although it grows in 
the lowlands in Tasmania. 


Bon Thompson 
LIFE ON OUR DAMS | 


We have three dams and the life on them has 
been interesting of late. One dam has had 
one or two Buff-banded Rails living around 
it for several months up to about the end of 
October. They are very timid, disappearing 
rapidly into the bullrushes and very rarely 
sighted at all, hardly ever flying and only low 
flight at that. Occasionally we could see one 
strolling beside the water’s edge, feeding 
presumably, and once Elly saw two of them 
on our front lawn. The strongest indication 
of their presence was their calling which 
occurred most in the later afternoon — a 
loud, high-pitched demanding attention note. 
They seemed to move away in the long grass 
perhaps 30 metres from the dam at times. 


On another dam we have a pair of Little 
Grebes nesting. Their nest is made of a pile 
of water weed leaves floating on the water 
and drifting around the dam. I try to avoid 
visiting the area because the bird on the nest 
immediately takes precautions by jumping 
off and covering the eggs with more weeds. 
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We’ve had such a nest before but never detected young ones, so we don’t know whether the 
nest has been abandoned prematurely. 


The third dam was of interest because I have been working on it for several months clearing a 
raft of Poa aquatica, a dreadful water weed that builds up over the years into a thick layer of 
weed with roots dangling in the water perhaps half a metre long. The surface layer probably 
composts and provides nutrients for more plant-life. The weed is so thick and tough that it is 
possible to walk on it. I have been surprised at the variety of animal life that have made their 
abode on the raft. There were masses of spiders of various types — all able to run on water. 
There has also been an earthworm and numerous snails. There has even been a skink with very 
small legs and a pinkish back. 


Ron Carey 
A FURTHER CELEBRATION OF JEAN GALBRAITH 


Jean Galbraith’s enormous contribution to botany has been further recognised, in the long- 
awaited naming of the Holey Plains Mintbush. The final volume of the Flora of Victoria, gives 
a scientific name to the Holey Plains Mintbush for 
the first time. It is now Prostanthera galbraithiae. 


This is well merited, as it was Jean who first 
discovered this mintbush in a small area off the 
Wildflower Track in Holey Plains. This was in the 
1960’s, well before Holey Plains became a reserve. 
At that time a small area surrounding the plants was 
reserved to protect the newly discovered species. 


It was at first recorded as Prostanthera aff. 
denticulata, and this lead to some confusion later on 
as the State Herbarium thought that they did not 
have a specimen of the plant. 


The species is fairly common in the Holey Plains 
reserve. The plant at its best is very attractive, 
growing to a 2 metres high bush, with bright pink to 
purple flowers. The majority of the plants in Holey 
Plains, are however rather scrappy, growing under 
the forest with limited light, and also exposed to fire 


on several occasions. They remain numerous Holey Plains Mintbush 
however. — Prostanthera galbraithiae 


In October 1986, Dave Robinson and I did a survey of plants along the route of the Dutson 
Downs Ocean Outfall Pipeline and to our surprise, discovered 3 healthy shrubs of 
Prostanthera galbraithiae, growing near to the route. As a direct result of this, the pipeline 
was installed a few hundred metres further East. This site is some 35 km East of the main 
location in Holey Plains. The photograph above was taken at Dutson Downs. 


Ken Harris 


nS 


Issue No. 428 February 2000 Page 6 


Club: 


Latrobe Valley 
FNC Inc. 


Sale FNC 


Bairnsdale FNC Inc. 


Subscriptions: 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist 


Fs eee psec nae SRT OTS SSSR SES PSST OI aaah ce eae 


DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Contact: 


Secretary 
Mrs W Savage 
LVFNC Inc. 
PO Box 1205 
Morwell 3840 
5634 2246 


Assistant Secretary 

Ms J Tims 

% 9589 4047 or 5634 2628 
Mrs Betty Jarvis 

64 Powerscourt St 

Maftra 3860 

@ 51472151 


Mrs Pat Tratt 
P.O. Box 563 
Bairnsdale 3875 
5156 2683 


Due March 31st. Please forward to Hon. Treasurer 
(Cheques made payable to LVFNC Inc) 


Meeting: 


7.30 pm on the fourth Friday of 
each month at the Moe 
Community Health Centre, 
Fowler Street 

Moe Vic. 3825 


7.30 pm on first Friday of each 
month at The Gwen Webb Hall 
Market St, off Raglan St, near 
Zion College, Sale Vic 3850 
8 pm on the third Friday of each 


month at Noweyung, 84 Goold 
Street, Bairnsdale Vic 3875 


Mr Bruce Adams 
7 Lorikeet Place 
Traralgon 3844 


Naturalist: $15, Family: $30, Single Member: $22, Junior Member: $15 
Half fees apply for those joining after 31 August. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist is the official publication of the Latrobe Valley Field 
Naturalist Club Inc. The Club subscription includes the "Naturalist". 

Brief contributions and short articles on any aspect of natural history are invited from 
members of all clubs. Articles, including those covering Club speakers and excursions, 
would typically be around one A4 side in length, and should not exceed 1,000 words. 
Responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed in this magazine 
rests with the author of the article. 


Contributions should be addressed to: Mrs Gill Bremner 
Editor, LV Naturalist 


- 


PO Box 7119 


TRARALGON VIC 3844 


Phone: 5195 5353 home 
5122 6880 work 
Email: scribex@bigpond.com 


Front cover artwork by Beatrice Roberts - 
Incorporation No. A0005323T 


ISSN 1030-5084 


If undeliverable return to 
PO Box 1205 © 
Morwell Vic 3840 


MARCH 2000 
Issue No. 429 


Latrobe Valley 


Protect and enjoy 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist 


LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 


Meeting: Friday 24 March AGM. Peregrine Falcons — Victor Hurley 

Excursion: Saturday 25 March Related excursion to Petersons Lookout. Meet 10am at 
carpark beside Tyers General Store. 

Bird Group Excursion: Monday 3 April Tyers area. Meet 10am at carpark behind 
service station. Contact: Elsie Coggan & 5127 1857. 

Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following the club 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage @ 5634 2246. 

Meeting: Friday 28 April Beetles — Nick Porch 

Excursion: Saturday 29 April Related excursion to Childers area. Meet 10am in 
Thorpdale at park beside the hotel. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK Contact: Jack Brooks 5623 1563 
FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris & 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton @ 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP Contact: Graeme Rowe & 5662 2449 


Next activities: Sunday 9 April Roussac Point, Corner Inlet — Sooty & Pied Oystercatcher; 
Wednesday 19 April Hastings — Pied Oystercatcher. 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre @ 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Sec. 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Centre @ 5674 3738 
Next activity: Sunday 26 March — Wonthaggi Bush Bike Ride. Frank Coldebella @% 5681 6240 


FRIENDS OF TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR CONSERVATION RESERVE 
Contacts: Gary Deane @ 5174 1591 (Pres.) Steve Kurec & 5173 1491 (Shire Liaison Officer) 


HEYFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE COMMITTEE 
Contacts: Ron Kerr & 5148 2575 (President). Wendy Rhodes # 5148 3058 (Secretary) 


PLEASE NOTE —- MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 
Subscriptions are now due for 2000. 
See inside back cover for details. 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 14 APRIL 2000 


Issue No. 429 March 2000 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist 


GLIDING  POSSUMS = STEVE 
HENDRY = 26.11.99 
Steve studied the gliding Possums in part of 
the Bool Boola State Forest, north of 
Glengarry, as a PhD project from 1980 to 
1985. 


The Pataurid gliders, have the gliding 
membrane from wrist to ankle, look like 
kites as they glide. They are manoeuvrable, 
waving between trees and can glide over 
100m down slope. A diet of sap, gum, 
insects and pollen is nutritious but has to be 
searched out, so they are very active. They 
include: ; 

Sugar Glider, quite common in South 
Eastern Australia. Yaps like small dog. (The 
larger but closely related Squirrel Glider 
does not occur in our area, lives in the 
northern plains. It can be distinguished by its 
tail which appears to run down from its 
body, very broad at its base.) 

Yellow Bellied Gliders are less common, 
very hard to see, but very vocal so hope to 
hear them. Its calls are loud and complex 
including raucous shrieks and gurgles. 


The Feathertail Glider, about the size of a 
mouse is an Acrobatid — related to pigmy 
possums: Does occur in Boola Forest but is 
very hard to see because so small. Steve has 
only caught one (but seen quite a few). 


The Petaurid gliders are closely related to 
the Leadbeaters Possum whose habitat and 
eating habits are similar. The gliders are 
better adapted to more open forest, the LBP 
to denser forest. 


The Greater Glider is a very different 
possum. As a leaf eater it has little need to 
move far aor quickly, and needs time to sit 
and digest its bulky and less nutritious diet. 
They are most closely related to the Ringtail 
Possums. Their gliding membrane stretches 
form elbow to ankle. Silhouetted against the 
sky they look like a frying pan. They glide 
only occasionally, dropping fast and heavily, 
50 or 60 metres maximum, to hit their target 
tree with an audible thump. 


In the Boola we may also see: 

Common Brushtail Possum which has 
large ears, voices guttural exhalation, and 
lives in drier forests. 

Bobuck, or Mountain Brushtail Possum, 
is larger, has small rounded ears, its call a 
‘tut tut tut’. It lives in wetter forests, 
sometimes overlapping with the common 
brushtail. 


Distribution The four gliding possums that 
Steve studied are distributed as follows: 


Sugar Glider — widespread across almost all 
of Victoria. 


Yellow Bellies — widespread in the eastern 
highlands and also found ain Glenelg 
National Park, quite common in Otways. No 
records from the Strzeleckis or Prom. 


Greater Gliders also widespread in the 
eastern highlands and fairly common in 
Wombat Forest, but not found further west, 
do occur in the Strzeleckis, but not in the 
Prom, Grampians or Otways. 


There are no gliders natural to Tasmania. 
The Sugar Glider was introduced from the 
mainland last century. 


Boola is typical foothill forest, stringybark, 
gum forest, on mid to upper slopes, silvertop 
on ridges, some patches ironbark, wet forest 
in gullies, big blue gum, mountain grey, 
messmate, wet forest understory. 


Distribution of the gliders is intimately 
connected with resource distribution (nesting 
hollows and food) in the forest. 


Sugar Glider is widely distributed, resilient. 
Diet is diverse, so long as there are 
eucalypts. Pollen, acacia gum, Eucalypt sap 
(they incise the bark to stimulate flow as do 
LBP), honeydew from psyllids and cosids, 
also insects, spiders etc. 


They are readily trapped with box traps in 
trees, baited with a mix of peanut butter, 


re 
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honey and rolled oats, some dilute honey 
sprayed around to attract. They keep coming 
back to feed from the traps even after ear 


tagging. 


About 140 animals were tagged in 30 Ha 
over the 5 years. At any one time the area 
held about 30-60. Home ranges cover 5-10 
Ha. 


The study period included the ‘82-’83 
drought, the most severe since recording 
started. The response of the bush was 
interesting. Though there were few flowers, 
little nectar or sap, the stressed trees tend to 
be more readily infested with psyllids. The 
Sugar gliders compensated by shifting to 
eating the honeydew and lerp from the 
psyllids. Insects are hawked in the air or 
found in the bark. 


Black wattle produces lots of gum (not so 
astringent), Blackwoods and Golden Wattle 
do not produce much. 


Sugar gliders are very social animals, living 
in colonies. Male with 2 or 3 females, 
sometimes a subordinate male, plus 
youngsters. Young males are pushed out, 
mortality is high, most females stay in the 


group. 


Sugar gliders like banksias for their nectar 
(none in study area) as seen in Holey Plains. 
They take readily to nest boxes though they 
prefer natural hollows. They hang on in 
degraded areas and road corridors travelling 
to scattered trees for food. 


Greater Gliders vary greatly in colour, from 
black with white tummy and face, to grey 
and even white. As they move their 
extraordinarily long tail waves elegantly. 
They are almost silent. Steve only heard one 
call, between mother and young, a very soft 
sh-sh. When spotlit Greaster gliders have 
bright eye shine and sit stolidly in place. 


They are very difficult to trap. As they eat 
eucalypt leaves, all baits failed completely. 
Could catch them with a net as they left the 


nest hollow. Also used a rifle to shoot 
branch, catching the possum as it came 
down. 


They use gullies, wetter areas, damper 
slopes, and avoid the dry ridges. Leaves are 
highly variable in quality, a lot have to be 
eaten, so time is spent looking for best soft 
leaves. 


Home ranges are only 2 to 4 Ha, saving 
energy for sitting and digesting leaves. 
Watching them is boring work, especially 
through a long cold winter night! 


Greater gliders have a distinct social cycle. 
Male and female start sharing a den in 
January, mate in March-May, births April to 
late May, into pouch. When the young leave 
pouch the male moves out to a nearby 
hollow. By February the young becomes 
independent. A female moves out of 
mother’s den, but tends to stay within home 
range. Local males drive off young males, 
which are rarely seen again, so mortality is 
probably quite high. 


There are 13 species of eucalypts in the 
Boola area. The main food species was 
white stringy bark (globoidia), except during 
the spring leaf flush, when a greater range of 
young leaves is available. During the drought 
some Mistletoe was eaten, but this was not 
seen at any other time. They don’t normally 
drink, but were seen to do so during the 
drought, from a pool in a tree hollow. 


Yellow Bellied Glider. A large glider, a 
little smaller than the Greater Glider. Has a 
large ‘brain and complex social life. Much 
harder to see. Very easy to handle in 
daylight, docile. Will sit in the hand, curled 
up in a ball. More vigorous at night. They 
have a great variety of calls, from soft to 
loud screech gurgle, they can also hum when 
gliding. When spotlit they have little eye 
shine and move quickly out of the light, so 
are more heard than seen. 


Caught using a ladder up a sap site tree, 
using big traps on platforms. The study area 
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never contained more than 9 or 10 Yellow 
bellys, in two family groups. Radio tracking 
was used to follow their movements. The 
radio collars were primitive compared with 
current gear. They can move several Km in a 
night, with home ranges of 30-40 Ha. 


Foods include, invertebrates, insects, 
honeydew (important during the drought), 
eucalypt nectar (especially Ironbark), lots of 
eucalypt sap, but no wattle gum. In an area 
of thousands of trees, there are just a few 
specially favoured sap trees, which will give 
a good continuing flow. Apple box is a 
favourite, also Blue gum, and Messmate 
whose bark gets fluffed where incisions are 
made. They may return to old sap site trees 
10 years or more after last use. 


To tap the eucalypt sap Yellow Bellys make 
‘rubber tapper’ incisions, very characteristic 
vee shapes or pock marks cut through bark. 
These marks go to the cambium layer, never 
through it into the wood. They do not 
ringbark the trees as Yellow-tailed Black 
Cockatoos can when cutting grubs out. 


Land clearing is the greatest threat to the 
Yellow Bellys. Clearfell logging is bad for 
them. Yellow Bellys are slow to recolonise 
because of lack of big hollows in new 
growth. 


Some work was done in the Cann River area 
after 83 Ash Wednesday fires. The fire was 
very intense, 200,000 Ha, killed whole 
hillsides of silvertop which is a rugged tree. 
Animals returned to this forest within a 
couple of years. 


Predation. The Powerful Owl is a major 
predator of gliding possums. A pair can eat 
one Greater Glider a night, especially when 
nesting. During the study a pair moved into 
study area. An immediate concern was that 
they could decimate the tagged gliders. They 
took over the nest hollow ofa pair of 
Greater Gliders. One of these gliders was 
white and soon disappeared. Its mate 
survived but looked lost when last seen. The 
Owls raised 2 young. When these had left 


the nest a check of its contents found it to 
contain mostly birds’ remains, largely 
magpies. 


The Sooty Owl is not common in Boola, 
more common in wetter areas. The Masked 
owl is found in the coastal forests, south of 
the highway and east of Lakes Entrance. 


The talk closed with a lovely photo of a 
Sugar glider at full stretch in flight. 


Some observations from question time — 
Steve hasn’t seen sap marks from Sugar 
gliders, just small marks. Sugar gliders will 
feed on Yellow Belly sites, seem more 
tolerant of kino — the dark red ‘gum’ that is 
produced to seal up wounds. It is strong 
tasting and basically poisonous. It is often 
called ‘sap’ but isn’t, it is not food. Sap is a 
clear liquid rich in sugars carried in the bark 
and tapped by Yellow-bellies and Sugar 
Gliders. Sap gives instant reward if it flows. 
Some sap sites can produce a flow of sap for 
a week or more before the sap stops or is 
replaced by kino. 


Possums referred to: 


Feathertail Glider Acrobates pygmaeus 
Head-Body length 60-80mm. Tail 70-80mm 


Sugar Glider Petaurus breviceps 
H-B 160-210mm. T 170-210mm. 
Call — yaps like small dog. 


Squirrel Glider Petaurus norfolcensis 
H-B 170-240mm. T 220-300mm. 


Yellow bellied Glider Petaurus australis 
H-B 270-300mm. T 420-480mm. 
Call — loud shrieks and gurgles. 


Greater Glider Petauroides volans 
H-B 350-450mm. T 450-600mm. 
Call - silent, quiet sh-sh. 


Bobuck, Mtn Brushtail 7richosurus caninus 
H-B 400-500mm. T 340-420mm. 
Call — tut tut tut tut. 
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Common Brushtail Trichosurus vulpecula 
H-B 350-550mm. T 250-400mm. 

Call — guttural exhalation. 

Leadbeaters Possum 
leadbeateri 

Call — quiet tsk-tsk. 


Gymnobelideus 


John Poppins, checked by Steve Hendry 
GLIDING POSSUMS - EXCURSION 


Some twenty members and friends, including 
two warmly welcomed students from 
Singapore, met at the Glengarry Scout Hall 
on the late afternoon of Saturday 27 
November to join Steve Hendry’s Gliding 
Possums excursion. Our convoy headed 
north along Glengarry North Road into the 
Eaglehawk Creek area of the Boola Boola 
State Forest. 


Before our pleasant BBQ meal in a clearing 
near his study site, Steve introduced us to 
some of the significant observation points. 
We looked at the eucalypt (Mountain Grey 
Gum) in which a Powerful Owl nested 
during much of his field-work — the nest hole 
was apparently about 2.5m deep, some ten 
metres above the ground. (Steve had 
inspected it with the aid of a caving ladder!) 
He had observed that the hole was home for 
a white Greater Glider before the owl moved 
in. As Steve had noted in his talk the 
previous evening, this owl did not predate 
many of the Greater or other gliders he was 
observing, taking instead mainly other 
possums or smaller birds (including 
magpies!). The call of a Boobook Owl here 
was more pleasant than the screechings of 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoos! 


We next moved down a south-facing slope 
to an area where Steve had monitored Yello- 
bellied Gliders. 


After awaiting dusk following our meal, we 
resumed our explorations, Steve quickly 
finding a pair of the small Sugar Gliders in 
action in the fast fading light (8.30pm). 
About twenty minutes later, he introduced 


us to a pair of Greater Gliders with black 
backs and white bellies. He also detected a 
Yellow-bellied Glider on the other side of 
the gully. 


We had less success in the south-facing 
slope area, but on the walk back to the cars, 
we spotted another Greater Glider, with 
fetching white markings on its face! After 
thanking Steve for a rewarding evening, we 
commenced our drive home in convoy via 
the Toongabbie township to the east. 


Philip Rayment 


General Meetings & Excursions 


Friday 24 March: AGM. Pergrine Falcons 
— Victor Hurley 


Saturday 25 March: Related Excursion to 
Petersons Lookout. Meet 10am at carpark 
beside Tyers General Store. 

Friday 28 April: Beetles — Nick Porch 


Saturday 29 April: Related excursion to 
Childers area. Meet 10am at Thorpdale park 
beside the hotel. 


Finance — Balance 


General A/c $559.13. Cash Management 
Trust $9168.28 (Investment $2577.46 and 
Conservation $6590.28) 


Business Arising, General Business & 
Correspondence 


Vicsport — GST and the sport and recreation 
industry free seminar — Bruce may attend. 


VFNCA March Camp, invitation to provide 
display and talk about our environmental 
work in the local community for State Govt 
reps — enquire from NRE at Traralgon if 
joint display is available, and Phil will 
present a short talk. 
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AGM planning — positions vacant: Secretary, 
VP No2, VP No 3 and Publicity Officer. 
Representatives on committees encouraged 
to report in the Naturalist. 


Biodiversity Forum has been set up by West 
Gippsland CMA, and has developed from 
the Regional Native Vegetation Group on 
which Jackie was our rep, so she will 
represent us on this group. 


Brochure Project -— Parks Vic 2000 
Community Grant for $2189 has been 
successful. Have signed agreement, with 
project to be completed by January 2001, 
and progress report by June 2000. Meeting 
Thursday 30 March at Elsie’s. 


Bat Roost Box Project — Rob and Phil 
visited CMA to meet with Ross Scott, Steve 
Kurec and Paul Devlin and present 6 boxes. 
Further boxes will be built by Work Focus 
and placed at CMA sites. 

Summer Camp at Licola — 18 members and 
friends present. Rare and endangered species 
sought out for NRE but not found. 


VENCA March Camp 2001- first planning 
meeting at Lorna Long’s Thursday 16 
March. 


Funds of $191.17 available from sale of Jean 
Galbraith books and surplus from memorial 
seat fund. Possible ideas for spending: laser 
pointer/further maps. Botany Group and 
general membership to be asked for other 
ideas. 


Conservation Matters 


Carrajung Conservation Reserve (Jungadale) 
— Greencorp Project has been approved for 
the reserve; 10 trainees for 14 weeks are 
building tracks. 


Mathison Park Development committee 
meeting. Bird group survey was tabled, and 
committee would like group to monitor birds 
seasonally. LaTrobe Shire Council. will set 
up a Section 86 committee of Management, 


SUMMER CAMP A 


which has fewer community reps, however a 
Friends group may be formed. 


Heyfield Racecourse Reserve — request from 
Steve Kurec to survey water plants. 


Gippsland Regional Forest Agreement 
Consultation Paper — will ask John Poppins 
or John Lawson to comment on resent 
meetings at GM. 


GUEST SPEAKER FOR APRIL 


Nick Porch — Beetles. Nick is doing a PhD 
at Monash University in Geography and 
Environmental Sciences, and is using beetle 
fossils to reconstruct past environments, 
particularly those of the Ice Age period. He 
has an honours degree in archaeology and 
geology, and has worked on archaeological 
sites in Tasmania and Kenya. Nick will lead 
an excursion in the Childers area, where he 
grew up, and where he is currently collecting 
beetles for his study. 


and friends 
converged on the Traralgon Secondary 
College Camp Welcola on the Friday 
evening of 21 January for the first club camp 
in this region for about ten years. It was a 
pleasure to welcome Sale FNC members 
Alan and Noelle Macguire to our activities. 


Some eighteen members 


On Saturday morning we left camp soon 
after 9.00am bound for the high plains and 
the Bryce’s Gorge area, equipped with an 
NRE list of rare and threatened plant species 
intended to sharpen our botanical focus. 
Climbing from the Wellington River 
crossing, the effects of the extensive 
bushfires of the 1997-98 summer were 
apparent. Many of the burnt eucalypts were 
shooting vigorously, but extensive patches 
of trees seemed not to have survived. 


Our first brief stop was at Bennison Lookout 
for the spectacular vistas of the ranges to the 
east - the Spion Kopje Range, the Razorback 
and so on. We next briefly explored the area 
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between the southern end of the Snowy 
Range Airfield and Racecourse Plain; it was 
here that Cheryl Edwards (NRE), travelling 
all the way from Traralgon, caught up with 
us. Showers and hail somewhat limited 
activity at this point. 


Arriving at the Bryce’s Gorge carpark, we 
decided to first walk to Pieman’s Falls and 
the escarpment of the gorge, about 1.7 km 
each way. A beautiful walk along the valley 
of Pieman’s Creek and one of its tributaries 
at 1400 m brings one quite suddenly to the 
edge of what is a most spectacular gorge. A 
lovely valley in which to stroll - a profusion 
of Grass Trigger-plant, Derwent Speedwell, 
Small-fruit Hakea amongst the snow grass 
and snow gums, plus sightings of Alpine 
Leek-orchids and Hyacinth orchids in 
flower, and of the male and female Snow 
Aciphyll (“Alpine Celery”) plants. Definitely 
worth a very late 2 pm lunch! Those who 
had not previously seen Pieman’s Falls were 
particularly impressed by their spectacular 
vertical drop into the gorge. 

After lunch most of us strolled to Guy’s Hut, 
but it was too cold and wet to explore 
Bryce’s Plain to the west, as had been 
planned. During the return trip to camp, we 
stopped at Dimmick Lookout for its 
spectacular views to the north, and at Lost 
Plain, a really lovely alpine meadow. 


Sunday brought somewhat better weather. 
After packing up and cleaning camp, we 
headed back up the Tamboritha Road as far 
as the crossing of the Wellington River, to 
explore the north side of the river as far as 
the first crossing of the Tali Karng track. A 
great variety of plants were to be found near 
the water’s edge, including attractive 
specimens of Ladies’ Tresses orchid, which 
Hodgson and Paine note as the only 
Australian species of the Spiranthes genus. 
This was also good bird observing territory - 
for example, lots of Yellow-tufted 
Honeyeaters. 


After lunch on the south side of the 
Wellington, some of us made a circuit drive 
north of Licola, following the narrow, 


winding Glencairn Road as far as Primrose 
Gap from where we cut across to join the 
Heyfield-Jamieson Road for the return to 
Licola. 


The Botany Group should have had a lively 
meeting following the camp - a good many 
identifications were required as a result of a 
very rewarding and enjoyable weekend. 
Your president did not distinguish himself in 
the kitchen, managing to burn Mary’s 
magnificent apricot pie under the griller. I 
should add that this was only after six of us 
proved quite incapable of lighting the gas 
oven after half an hour of strenuous efforts! 
By comparison the on-site generator was a 
cinch! 


Philip Rayment 
THE NECTAR THIEF! 


I observed an Eastern Spinebill feeding on an 
Abutilon in our garden. According to 
Graham Pizzey it is a popular source of 
nectar for them, and because it is, and 
flowers all the year, it is welcome in our 
largely native garden. What interested me 
was that instead of probing into the flower 
directly, as I have seen it do many times with 
native flowers, it punctured the flower 
between petal and calyx and fed through it 
on the nectar, leaving no sign unless one 
lifted the calyx and then saw the small hole. 
This way, of course, it would not pass on 
any pollen. I believe feral bees feed similarly 
on some native flowers, again without 
pollinating them. 


Roland Good 


Echidnas were once spread across Australia, 
but no one knows how many are around 
today. Are they becoming threatened? 
Scientists need your help to find out where 
and how many echidnas are still being seen. 
Survey forms are available from Wendy, or 
write to ECHIDNA CARE INC, 8 King 
Edward Ave, Hawthorne SA 5062. 


SSS 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 


Meeting: Friday 28 April An Update on Greenhouse — David Stickney (Nick Porch is 
unavailable) 


Excursion: Saturday 29 April Cowwarr Weir and environs bird excursion. Meet 10am at 
Oasis Café in Toongabbie. (Childers area beetle excursion 
cancelled due to unavailability of Nick Porch) 


Bird Group Excursion: Monday 1 May to Blue Rock Dam. Meet 10am at carpark 
near dam wall. Contact: Elsie Coggan @ 5127 1857. 

Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following the club 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage ‘@ 5634 2246. 

Meeting: Friday 26 May Species Extinction Processes — Wendy Wright 

Excursion: Saturday 27 May Fungi and Ferns at Glen Nayook. Meet 10am at Neerim 


South Primary School carpark on RHS of road. 
FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK Contact: Jack Brooks @ 5623 1563 
FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton @ 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP Contact: Graeme Rowe @ 5662 2449 
Next activity: Saturday 6 May, Rhyll — Pied Oystercatcher. 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre @ 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Sec. 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Centre & 5674 3738 


FRIENDS OF TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR CONSERVATION RESERVE 
Contacts: Gary Deane @ 5174 1591 (Pres.) Steve Kurec @ 5173 1491 (Shire Liaison Officer) 


HEYFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE COMMITTEE 
Contacts: Ron Kerr @ 5148 2575 (President). Wendy Rhodes # 5148 3058 (Secretary) 


PLEASE NOTE — MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 
Subscriptions are now due for 2000. 
See inside back cover for details. 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 12 MAY 2000 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT MARCH 2000 — 


The year to March 2000 has seen our club~ 


active on a range of fronts, some 
refreshingly new, such as the Bat Roost Box 
Project. 


General Meetings. The average attendance 
at general meetings was 28, very much in 
line with the two previous years. Although 
one speaker had to withdraw at short notice, 
an excellent series of talks ranged across 
flora (2), fauna (4), geology (2) and 
environmental management (1). We greatly 
appreciate the willingness of so many 
speakers to travel significant distances. 


Excursions. We continued our recent 
practice of scheduling a couple of the more 
distant excursions on a Sunday. Particularly 
well attended excursions included the 
Strzelecki Forests, in March, with a number 
of Monash University environmental 
management students participating, the 
Buchan Caves in May, the Boola Boola 
Forest in November and Bat trapping in 
February, when the Bat Roost Box Project 
was successfully launched. 


Thanks go to Florence and Jim Blucher for 
hosting our Christmas Party in pleasant 
surroundings which also afforded shelter 
from the elements! 


Camps. Two club weekend camps were 
conducted, with fourteen heading to the 
Werribee Plains Zoo in October and eighteen 
enjoying our summer camp in the region 
north of Licola in spite of sometimes wet 
conditions. 


Fourteen members and friends participated 
in the excellent autumn VFNCA camp and 
AGM, hosted by the Geelong FNC in March 
2000. The marine and coastal theme was 
highly appropriate to the current focus of the 
conservation movement. 


Conservation. Activity on a wide range of 

conservation fronts has included the 

following: 

(i) Bat Roost Box Project. Rob 
deSouza-Daw is to be commended 
for coordinating this joint project 


(ii) 


(iii) 


(iv) 


(v) 


(vi) 


(vii) 


with the West Gippsland CMA, 
drawing on the expertise of groups 
such as Friends of the Organ Pipes 
National Park and individuals 
including bat biologist Lindy 
Lumsden and Steve Kurec. 


Hazelwood Wetlands Project. The 
year has seen significant progress at 
the Brodribb Road wetlands, where 
construction of a bird hide and 
screened walking paths and 
revegetation work by Hazelwood 
Power are well advanced. Rob 
deSouza-Daw coordinated _ the 
preparation of a major club 
submission on the wetlands project, 
which also includes two sites near 
the western Morwell exit on the 
Princes Freeway. Lorna Long has 
represented us on the Morwell River 
Wetlands Committee, charged with 
overseeing the development of the 
latter sites. 


Trail. This 
was Officially 


Moe-Yallourn Rail 
recreational trail 
opened in July. 


Mathison Park, Churchill. Club 
input included a bird survey in 
December and advice in relation to 
plant species for the proposed Koori 
Grove. 


Churchill Public Paths network. Rob 
deSouza-Daw and Ken Harris made 
a submission on the draft 
management plan for this network. 


Gippsland Regional Forest 
Agreement consultations. | John 
Poppins is to be thanked for 


following closely this important issue 
and making an individual submission 
to the recent RFA hearings. 


Sergeant’s Bush, Jeeralang 
Junction. Comments following an 
inspection were sent to Mary Ellis 
who was preparing the flora and 
fauna component of 
recommendations to the LaTrobe 
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Shire as the basis of a management 
plan. 


(viii) Carrajung Conservation Reserve 
Association. The development of the 
Jungadale Reserve is proceeding 
apace, with a successful Green Corps 
project application allowing design 
and construction of a walking track. 


Other matters. 

(i) On 30 October, many current and 
past members and friends and family 
of the late Jean Galbraith gathered at 
Dunedin to place in the garden a 
memorial seat for use by visitors. We 
also record our thanks to Jan 
Hyndman for his donation to the club 
of a number of books from Jean’s 
personal library. 


(ii) | We have had a number of discussions 
with the LaTrobe Shire Trust 
Committee in relation to the possible 
establishment of a botany scholarship 
in Jean’s memory. 


(iii) The club has been successful in its 
application for a Parks Victoria 2000 
grant to develop and publish a 
LaTrobe Region Nature Guide. 


Appreciation. Thanks go to our 
representatives on various consultative 
committees and conservation reserve 


associations — I shan’t name them all. 
Members I will acknowledge include Bruce 
Adams for his ongoing improved 
management of our finances, and also input 
to VFNCA, Rob deSpuza-Daw for sustained 
efforts on a range of fronts, Lorna Long and 
Elsie Coggan for supporting the club in a 
range of ways including in Lorna’s case 
assuming the role of Treasurer for next 
year’s VFNCA camp, and Wendy Savage, of 
course, for sterling work as Secretary not 
only of this club but also of the VFNCA. 


Into the future. Two major activities for 
2000-2001 will require the support of lots of 
members: 

The March 2001 VFNCA camp to be 
based at Rawson 

The LaTrobe Region Nature Guide 


We still very much need a Conservation 
Coordinator, and a representative for the 


Crinigan Road Reserve Management 
Committee. 

Philip Rayment 
ACCIPITERS AND APODI 


Why talk about these together? Simply 
because as several of us walked along the 
track in the Morwell NP on the evening of 
26 February 2000, between one bat trap and 
the next, one voice came out of the dark 
saying, “Jimmy, you’ve been to Borneo, 
what do these bat hawks look like?” 


Well, I did see one in Borneo, about 200 
metres away, well up in the sky going into 
the sun at about 70kph! So I’m going to 
resort to the text book description, viz: Class 
Aves; Order Falconiformes; Sub-order 
Accipiters; Family Accipitridae (hawks and 
eagles); Species Mackeiramphis  alcinus 
anderssonii (bat hawk). 


Description: 45cm, 600-650g. Wide gape 
and small delicate bill. Yellow eyes, together 
with white eyelids, throat and occipital 
spots, all contrast with dark plumage. White 
on underparts may be completely covered 
but always present. Long, pointed wings and 
tail, barred flight feathers and protruding 
carpal joint notable in flight. Races 
distinguished by darkness of plumage, extent 
of white on underparts and crest, and size 
and length of crest. 


Food and feeding: primarily 20-752 
insectivorous bats and small birds up to the 
size of doves. Captures prey by fast aerial 
pursuit - can capture and ingest a single bat 
in 6 seconds, 5 in 5 minutes or up to 17 in 
one evening (total daily requirement). 


Now these Apodi: a bit further down the 
track, I was rash enough to reply to the 
statement “only bats and whales use echo 
location” by stating “Oh no, some swifts do 
too, I think.”. So to keep the story accurate, 
again I’ve resorted to the text book, viz: 
Class Aves; Order Apodiformes; Sub-order 
Apodi; Family Apodidae (swifts); Species 
Cypseloides cherriei and C.  cryptus, 
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commonly known as white chinned and spot 
fronted swifts respectively, have been 


recorded as uttering calls which may have~ 


echo locating implications. 


These species inhabit Central American 
tropical forests and occupy the ecological 
niche normally occupied by free-tailed bats; 
these two species are each about 15cm long 
and each weigh about 35 grams and are 
often taken by bat-hawks! A case of 
mistaken identity or opportunism? 


Ref: HB.W. Vols. 2&5. 
Largatal. Lynx 1997 & 2000. 


Jim Blucher 


del Hojo, Elliott & 


REPORT ON 


General Meetings & Excursions 


Friday 28 April: An Update on Greenhouse 
— David Stickney (who has stepped in at 
short notice due to Nick Porch being unable 
to come). David is Greenhouse Challenge 
Project Manager at Loy Yang Power. 


Saturday 29 April: Cowwarr and environs 
bird excursion. Meet 10am at Oasis Café, 
Toongabbie. (Childers area beetle excursion 
cancelled. due to unavailability of Nick 
Porch) 

Friday 26 May: Species Extinction 
Processes — Wendy Wright 


Saturday 27 May: Fungi and Ferns at Glen 
Nayook. Meet 10am at Neerim South 
Primary School carpark on RHS of road. 


Finance — Balance 


General A/c $560.94. Cash Management 
Trust $9269.07 (Investment A/c $2678.25 
and Conservation $6590.82) 


Business Arising, General Business & 
Correspondence 


Bruce attended GST seminar and found that 
it is not beneficial to the club to get an ABN. 


Environment Aust — Development 
Management plan for exploitation of 
jellyfish; Jackie will respond. 


Bat Roost Box Project — ask Rob for further 
breakdown and documentation of postage 
etc. expenses. Write to NR&E suggesting 
some of the remaining grant money we hold 
be used to cover this project’s expenses. 


VFNCA March camp 2001 first planning 
meeting at Lorna’s 16 March. Have 
produced list of excursions and will 
approach possible leaders and speakers. Will 
prepare program to send by August. 


VFNCA March camp 2000 attended by 14 
members and friends. Put up display 
prepared by our club and NR&E. 


Sale of Jean Galbraith books gave $184. 
Possible ideas for spending: laser pointer 
(we now have), more maps, copy of Kindred 
Spirits for Club library. 


Jean Galbraith Reserve meeting in Tyers Hall 
5.30pm March 22 to discuss Draft 
Management Plan. Bon and Ollie to attend 
as club reps. 


Morwell Wetlands Committee — Lorna is 
going to resign; ask for rep at GM. Lorna 
reported progress on Brodribb Rd — have 
built bird hide and are planting large 
melaleucas. 


Conservation Matters 


Biodiversity Forum meeting 14 March 
attended by Jackie. Aim of 35% natural 
vegetation on farms in Gippsland to provide 
diversity, but this is probably impractical. 
Hope to involve VFF to represent farmers. 


Heyfield Racecourse Reserve — request from 
Steve Kurec to survey water plants. Suggest 
10am Sunday 9 April. 


Yallourn Energy ECCG had its last meeting. 
A new group is to be set up combining 
Yallourn Energy and Maryvale Field, with an 
independent chair, Anne Stewart is willing to 
be our representative on it. 


a 
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Australian Paper CECC Environment 
Improvement Plan, draft copy supplied to 
Phil by John Poppins. 
satisfactory and John will sign as our rep. 


Basslink project. Pylons to be put from 
Reeves Beach through to Traralgon. Club 
contacted by Sally Kneebone, who wanted 
information on any endangered flora or 
fauna likely to be affected - directed her to 
Cheryl Edwards, NR&E. Bon provided copy 
of Supplement to the LV __ special 
investigation report by Stephen Mueck, 


which describes the different plant 
communities in the LV. 


Wendy Wright — Species Extinction 
Processes. Dr Wendy Wright is a lecturer in 
Biological Sciences in Monash University’s 
School of Applied Sciences, where she 
teaches (among other things) conservation 
of bio-resources. 


HAZELWOOD POWER ESE SERRE 
REVIEW COMMITTEE 


I have attended meetings during the past 
year as deputy for appointed representative 
Mr R DeSouza-Daw. 


We are advised that Morwell River diversion 
will be a free flowing stream. 


Employees of HP have undergone 
environmental training, this is ongoing until 
completed. 


Hazelwood Power has achieved 
accreditation from EPA for licence. This was 
presented in November. All areas of HP 
work to comply with licence. Dust emissions 
have been a problem on high wind days - 
watering of roads helps, but some roads 
were closed on occasions. 


The Committee had a Greenhouse Issues 
presentation by Barry Dunstan from Monash 
University — a most informative prsentation. 


Blue Green Algae has not been a problem 
during the year. 


Both consider it~ 


Comprehensive reports are given by 


technical officers of HP. 


We heard about mine rehabilitation areas 
planted with native grasses, some areas not 
successful due to unsuitable soil being used. 
Trials are being conducted. 


Noxious Weeds controlled by spraying from 
a newly acquired 4WD Motorbike. 


During December a social function was held 
for all members of Committee. 


Representatives of LVFNC are welcomed at 
meetings and it is good that we have a voice 
on such Committees. 

L Long 


MORWELL RIVER __ WETLANDS 


I have attended monthly meetings since June 
1999. Time has been spent on Terms of 
Reference and Strategy Plan. Members have 
compiled lists of plants suitable for the area. 
Hazelwood Power contractors have 
completed earthworks at Wetland sites on 
North and South Princes Freeway adjacent 
to Morwell River. 


Tree planting on southern site was carried 
out 21 October by local school children and 
23 October by community members. 
Approximately 13,000 trees were planted, so 
it was a very successful exercise. 
Unfortunately many trees succumbed to the 
heat, surviving trees have been watered by 
HP personnel. 


The Committee is working on plans for 
development stages for the wetlands. This is 
a long term project to oversee future 
wetlands. 


The Brodribb Road site has a_ path 
constructed, some 8,000 trees have been 
planted and mature Melaleuca will be 
transplanted when weather conditions are 
favourable. 


L Long 
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The illustrated talk by Lindy on Friday 25 


February was part of a program that 
included the launch of a bat roosting box kit 
and a bat trapping evening on Saturday at 
the Morwell NP. 


Lindy started by providing a review of bat 
fauna on the basis that people in general 
were not as well informed about bats as they 
are about natural history in general. Her talk 
included descriptions by word and by 
showing excellent slides, of bats from the 
immediate Gippsland locality, elsewhere in 
Australia, and some examples from overseas. 
Bats are divided into two major families: 
Mega chiroptera that are generally large 
bats, and Micro chiroptera that are small 
insectivorous bats. The large bat the Great 
Headed Flying Fox was the first one 
described. Its wing span can be up to a 
metre and the animal can weigh up to a 
kilogram. These are the flying foxes that are 
very numerous in the Melbourne Botanic 
gardens, roosting in large colonies. Lindy 
throughout her talk discussed where the 
different species were found, what they ate 
and how they foraged for food, and how 
they reproduced. Lindy’s fascination with 
these animals was evident as she described 
the group behaviour, “squabbling between 
each other, fighting amongst individuals, 
mating, females feeding young”. Flying foxes 
distribution is wide, from the north of 
Queensland south to Victoria, although in 
Victoria there are only the two colonies, one 
in the Botanic Gardens in Melbourne and 
one in Mallacoota. The colonies in Victoria 
have developed over a number of years as a 
result of migration from the north and the 
numbers have been climbing, particularly in 
Autumn when there is plenty of fruit around 
Melbourne. This has created a problem in 
the Botanic gardens where palms and other 
vegetation have been stripped by the bats. 


Attempts to shift the bats by various means 
have been unsuccessful so far - as Lindy said 
the gardens are now considered home. There 
is no easy answer to this animal management 
problem. 


Lindy went on to describe several of the 
larger bats and their habits, including the 
Queensland Tube Nose Bat, with the 
“amazing nostrils’ that can move their 
nostrils independently to pick up the smell of 
food. Another northern Australian bat is the 
Little Blossom Bat with the very long 
tongues that are very important pollinators 
in the rain forest. 


Most of the bats are tiny, such as the Little 
Forest Bat, which is the smallest of the 
species weighing only about four grams. As 
Lindy suggested we should see this little 
fellow on the Saturday night excursion as 
they are common in this area. There are 
some spectacular bats in this group such as 
the Ghost Bat with the big eyes and ears, 
with a large wing span and is carnivorous. 
“Blind as a bat is just not true” although the 
most powerful sensory mechanism is their 
sonar capability, which enables the bats to 
wend their way between trees with unfailing 
accuracy and safety. Bats are not dependent 
on their eyes but they do use their eyesight 
also to assist in flight and food identification. 


Lindy went on to run through various 
families of bats, the Leaf Nose Bats that are 
present in Indonesia, the Free Tail Bats of 
which there are three species in Victoria and 
the only way to distinguish the three species 
is to measure the length of the bat’s penis !! 
The Sheath Tail Bats where the tail comes 
out through the top of the membrane. There 
are some rare species in this family in 
Victoria, and Lindy described a theory of 
some bats being blown off course some three 
km above the earth. Gould’s Wattled Bat is 
a common species in Gippsland and one that 
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often turns up in the bat boxes that Robert 
Bender is looking after in The Organ Pipes 
National Park. 


Some of the habits of the bats are fascinating 
and Lindy gave some examples of how the 
wings are used. Most of the bats in Victoria 
roost in caves for example the Bent Wing 
Bat, and Lindy used this species to indicate 
similarity between a bat wing and the bones 
of the membrane and the human hand. All 
the females in Victoria use caves in the 
Nowa Nowa area of East Gippsland and at 
Naracoorte in South Australia as maternity 
caves to give birth to their young, flying two 
hundred km in a single night to get to the 
caves. Males stay behind in the over- 
wintering sites and wait for the females to 
come back with their young. Interestingly in 
Central Victoria some bats are now using 
old mine shafts to roost in. Another species 
of cave roosting bats is the Eastern 
Horseshoe Bat that also use caves in East 
Gippsland and mine shafts in Central 
Victoria. How have bats come to recognize 
mine shafts as a good place to roost ? An 
interesting question. 


Descriptions of large numbers of bats using 
caves in Western USA - up to quarter of a 
million, the daily exodus a sight that brings 
tourist in their thousands to view the 
phenomenon, was just one of the overseas 
examples that Lindy showed pictures of, 
other stories featured bats in the Amazon 
region in South America, and in Costa Rica. 
The story of the bats in Costa Rica in the 
storm ravaged palm trees was quite 
remarkable. 


In Victoria there are twenty-three species of 
bats - two flying foxes - the rest 
insectivorous bats. Predominantly these are 
forest dwelling bats that roost not in caves 
but in tree hollows. A description of the 
Harp Trap followed, made out of aluminum 


frame and fishing line, which enables some 


_ individuals to be caught safe and unharmed. 


In fact up to one hundred bats can be caught 
by this technique at a time. 


Lindy went on to describe radio tracking 
where a tiny transmitter is glued to the bat 
enabling the researcher to get a picture of 
where the bat is and what it is doing by 
picking up the radio transmissions. Slides of 
activity maps from an area of research on the 
edge of the Barmah State forest in northern 
Victoria showed the roosting and foraging 
habits of the Lesser Long Eared Bat, in the 
forest and in the settled farm land. Strange 
little roost homes were described, in cracks 
in fence posts, in old farm machinery. Male 
and female differences were marked. 
Females were very selective, roosting in 
certain trees. This provided very specific 
information critical to the maintenance of 
bats in a particular area. 


Gould’s Wattled Bat was next described, the 
bat with the smiley face; they roost in the 
dead spouts of large trees such as the Forest 
Red Gum, in colonies of twenty to thirty. 
Differences between male and female were 
described in the Lesser Long Eared and 
Gould’s Wattled Bats, by showing data on 
the map of roosting and foraging habits. For 
example female Lesser Long Eared Bats 
were flying up to twelve km from roosting 
sites in the Barmah Forest out into the 
farmland to feed. For bats feeding their 
young up to twice a night it seemed 
extraordinary. As Lindy said, bats are always 
offering up surprises. Barmah was providing 
the best sites for roosting and the farmland 
area the best area for foraging in, and the 
bats were prepared to do the traveling in 
between. Gould’s Wattled Bat both male and 
female were following similar patterns to the 
Lesser Long Eared Bat. 

John Lawson 

To be continued next issue — stay tuned! 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 


Meeting: Friday 26 May Species Extinction Processes — Wendy Wright 

Excursion: Saturday 27 May Fungi and Ferns at Glen Nayook. Meet 10am at Neerim 
South Primary School car park on RHS of road. 

Bird Group Excursion: Monday 5 June to Tarra-Bulga. Meet 10am at Visitors 
Centre. Contact: Elsie Coggan & 5127 1857. 

Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following the club 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage % 5634 2246. 

Meeting: Friday 23 June Comparison of Aust & NZ Fauna — Chris Horne 

Excursion: Saturday 24 June Birds at Sale Common. Meet 10.30am at Lake Guthridge 


car park behind Police Station. View Lake Guyatt in 
morning, lunch at Lake Guthridge then Sale Common in 
afternoon. Sale FNC to be invited. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK Contact: Jack Brooks @ 5623 1563 
FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris @ 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton @ 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP Contact: Graeme Rowe @ 5662 2449 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre @ 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Sec. @ 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Centre # 5674 3738 
Next activity: Sunday 4 June — Mt Worth Lyrebird walk. For details contact Environment Centre. 


FRIENDS OF TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR CONSERVATION RESERVE 
Contacts: Gary Deane @ 5174 1591 (Pres.) Steve Kurec @ 5173 1491 (Shire Liaison Officer) 


HEYFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE COMMITTEE 
Contacts: Ron Kerr @ 5148 2575 (President). Wendy Rhodes @# 5148 3058 (Secretary) 


PLEASE NOTE — MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 
Subscriptions arc now duc for 2000. 
Scc inside back cover for details. 
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LOCAL GEOLOGY —Noel Schleiger 


At the September 1999 meeting, Dr Noel 
Schleiger set the scene for local geology by 
pointing out some of the obvious features like 
the Baw Baw granite of Devonian age, which 
has been uplifted and is slow to erode and sits 
up as residuals above the landscape. He 
showed on a geological map, the oldest rocks 
in the area, Cambrian at Cape Liptrap, 
Ordovician age rocks south east of Fish Creek 
and Devonian rocks to the north east and south 
west of the Ordovician at Walkerville and 
Waratah Bay. There is no Silurian rock 
outcropping in South Gippsland. Dr Schleiger 
pointed out the many fault lines across the 
Strzelecki Ranges, most running approximately 
in a SW-NE direction, and a few at right angles 
to these. At Corner Inlet, the coast bends with 
the Gelliondale fault. The Strzeleckis are 
‘inliers’ — old rocks sitting up with younger 
rocks around them (‘outliers’ are younger 
rocks up above older rocks) and are of 
Cretaceous age. 


During Devonian times, Australia’s east coast 
was in the equatorial region and the fossils 
from the York Peninsula and Tasmania of 
Devonian age are very similar. Australia 
drifted south and in the Cretaceous, Victoria 
was at 78 degrees south latitude. While the 
climate was not as cold as it is today at that 
latitude but it was dark and hence dinosaurs of 
the period had large eyes. 


The La Trobe Valley is a graben or sunk land 
and is covered with Quaternary (the most 
recent) deposits and Tertiary Haunted Hills 
gravels. The Yarragon Monocline where the 
rocks are more plastic and have stretched and 
tipped rather than faulted borders the southern 
boundary of the Valley. The Monocline 
changes direction to run south east and 
becomes the Bass Fault near Nyora and 
continues to San Remo. North of the Willow 
Grove and into the higher country, intensely 
folded Silurian and Devonian sedimentary 
rocks are found. They also occur around 
Moondarra and Blue Rock Dams. Further 
north still is the Baw Baw granite. 


Dr Schleiger explained that the direction of a 
water current could be ascertained from ripple 
and scour marks on rockbeds. Worm tracks 
point up into the current. He spoke of studies 
of fossil composition in marine rocks, giving 
the example of the fossils in the Homewood 


Conglomerate near Yea as having 2/3rd sea 
lilies (Crinoids), Y% brachiopods (unequal 
bivalve shells with animals very different from 
molluscs), 1% bryozoans with corals, bivalve 
molluscs, trilobites, solitary corals and 
graptolites (planktonic animals). Plants and 
sraptolites indicate greater depth of the sea, 
brachiopods and molluscs shallow water and 
corals in between. From this information, we 
know that there was a land mass west of 
Melbourne with sediments entering the 
Melbourne Trough, which covered Gippsland 
in early Devonian times. The granite of the late 
Devonian intruded the folded rocks at the 
bottom of the Trough (about 1000’ below the 
surface), breaking off large lumps (Xenoliths) 
which sank in the molten granite. The heat 
metamorphosed the rocks around the edge of 
the intrusion, forming extremely hard rocks. 
Igneous rocks are classified by the amount of 
silica: plutonic rocks granite — granodiorite — 
syenite/diorite having decreasing amounts. The 
less amount of silica, the darker the rock. 
Volcanic basalt is low in silica but higher in 
calcium and magnesium. The plutonic 
equivalent of basalt is gabbro. Most Victorian 
granites are ‘S’ type (formed from melting of 
sediments). ‘I’ type granites have no foreign 
material and contain felspar, quartz and 
hornblende. The Dandenongs have four flows 
of rhyolite and rhyodacite, the magma 
equivalent of granite, with granite forming the 
Lysterfield Hills to the south. Granite of the 
Baw Baws is jointed roughly at right angles, 
which produces the rounded tors on 
weathering. The granite of Wilson’s 
Promontory was once an island but the 
prevailing currents have built up sand to form 
the Yannakie isthmus. 


About 280 million years ago (mya), ice 
covered the southern parts of Australia. Then 
Gondwana began to break up. New Zealand 
separated off and Australia headed north, away 
from Antarctica. During the Cretaceous, inland 
seas covered the ground between the Great 
Dividing Range and the Western Plateau. 
Flowering plants were found in Australia for 
the first time. The sea eventually retreated. 
Sixty-five mya at the beginning of the Eocene 
Period, the land surface eroded and was more 
or less level. With the Oligocene Period, 38 
mya, there was volcanic activity in the High 
Plains and Gippsland — the Older Basalt — and 
the formation of the Gippsland brown coals. 
The coals were formed during rapid dumping 
in anaerobic conditions resulting in the 
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formation of pyrite and also occur at Bacchus 
Marsh, Altona and Anglesea. With the 
Miocene, tropical and temperate rainforests 
flourished. Seas encroached a few times to 
between Sale and Bairnsdale. Eight mya, 
during the Pliocene the first uplift created the 
Strzeleckis, This was a minor uplift. Giant 
marsupials wandered the plain during the 
Pleistocene (2.4 mya) and volcanic activity 
(Newer basalt) was confined to western 
Victoria but continued until 10,000 years ago. 
Seas rose and fell with the ice ages, creating 
erosion along the coast. 


Dr Schleiger talked about the area to be 
covered in the following day’s excursion. At 
various locations we would see the Childers 
Formation which lies under the Older Basalts, 
and consists of an alluvial pebble conglomerate 
and a red gravel which has been stained by 
limonite (principal component iron) which in 
turn had been washed out of the overlying 
basalt. This washing out was indicative of a hot 
wet climate, as is the kaolinized clay of the 
weathered basalt. Much of the basalt shows 
concoidal weathering — the result of expansion 
and contraction — which makes the surface of 
the basalt ‘peel’ off like the rings of an onion. 
The basalt can show massive columnar 
jointing. 


Initially the uplift of the Strzeleckis was gentle 
as 1s shown by the wide ‘V’s’ of the valleys. 
The steeper “V’s’ at the base of the valleys 
indicates a second, more rapid, uplift. The 
Haunted Hills gravel is the youngest formation 
(Pleistocene) and is mostly eroded. It shows 
cross bedding, indicating wind blown sand of 
dust storms (the rainfall was 1/3 of today’s). 
Towards Rosedale the Haunted Hills gravel 
forms an inlier which has influenced the 
direction of the La Trobe River. Sand dunes 
have been uplifted at Corner Inlet, showing the 
old coastline. Small tremors in the area now 
could be contributing to the uplift of the area. 


Dr Schleiger concluded with remarks on the 
sand built up at the mouths of the Snowy and 
Genoa Rivers. Here the rivers turn parallel to 
the coast before breaking through the sandbars 
because of the large amount of sand and not 
enough flow. 


Jackie Tims 


VALE ELLEN LYNDON 0.A.M. — 


The Club records the death of Ellen Lyndon, 
much loved and respected naturalist and 
author, in Leongatha on 15 April at the age of 
93. 


Mrs Lyndon was a foundation member of our 
club (in 1960) and later of the South Gippsland 
conservation Society. She was bom near 
Seaspray and grew up on a farm at The Heart, 
near Sale. Ellen met her husband, Don, in 
Melbourne in the ‘thirties, and they shared 
such interests as the FNCV and the Bird 
Observers’ Club. Moving to Gippsland after 
the Second World War, they farmed in Central 
and South Gippsland and developed their 
interests in natural history and conservation. 


Mrs Lyndon contributed to our club in many 
ways. She was instrumental in the creation of 
Morwell National Park, wrote the history of the 
club’s first twenty-five years in 1985, and 
penned many contributions to the Naturalist in 
her inimitable style. It is pleasing to record that 
she was actively involved in the club until very 
recently. She was awarded the Medal in the 
Order of Australia for service to the 
community in the early ‘nineties. 


A good number of members attended the 
service of celebration of Ellen’s life in the 
Church of St Laurence O’Toole in Leongatha 
on 19 April. 


REPORT ON BUSINESS MEETING 
HELDIS400 = 


General Meetings & Excursions 


Friday 26 May: Species Extinction Processes 
— Wendy Wright 


Saturday 27 May: Fungi and Ferns at Glen 
Nayook. Meet 10am at Neerim South Primary 
School carpark on RHS of road. 


Friday 23 June: Comparison of Aust & NZ 
Flora — Chris Home 


Saturday 24 June: Birds at Sale Common. 
Meet 10.30am at Lake Guthnidge carpark 
behind Police Station. View Lake Guyatt in 
morning, lunch at Lake Guthridge then Sale 
Common in afternoon. Sale FNC to be invited. 
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Finance — Balance 

General A/c $633.67. Cash Management Trust 
$11,458.07 (Investment $2678.25, 
Conservation $6590.82, Publication $2189.00) 

Business & 


Business Arising, General 


Correspondence 


Laser Pointer purchased ($49.95), Jackie will 
purchase Kindred Spirits for club library 3 
both from funds from sale of Jean Galbraith’s 
books. 


Brochure Project — have made list of places to 
be included and people to approach to prepare 
the information. Will prepare letter outlining 
what will be required to hand out at GM. 


Bat Roost Box Project — Rob’s expenses have 
been itemised and total $60.94. 


Great Aust Marsupial Night-Stalk — will 
contact Ken Harris and Rob deSouza-Daw and 
table at GM. 


VENCA camp — discussed whether we offer to 
subsidize accommodation for guest speakers, 
and will consider this if a need is identified. 


_ Jean Galbraith Reserve meeting on Wednesday 
22 March to discuss Draft Management Plan. 
Good local representation. Funds of $9000 to 
subsidize work — at this stage removing 
pittosporum. Plan to remove weeds, revegetate 
with local plants, and fence. 


Morwell Wetlands Committee —_ need a 
replacement for Loma. Will write informing 
them of Lorna’s resignation and give apology 
for last meeting. 


Conservation Matters 


Heyfield Racecourse Reserve wetlands survey 
9 April. 6 members attended and identified a 
large number of plants — very good growth 
around new wetlands. Bon has prepared list 
and folder of specimens for their use. 


Jungadale — good progress on walking trails. 
Management Committee meeting 7 April, and 
met with Greencorps team who have asked for 
assistance with plant identification. will 
suggest they collect specimens which we will 
name and put in folder for reference. 


NR&E phoned Bon to notify us that the 
Dawson Grassland Reserve would be burnt. 
Bon expressed concern due to observed 
detrimental effect to orchids and invasion of 
pasture species, and suggested slashing as 
more appropriate. Was burnt next day. Will 
look at preparing a letter outlining our 
concems, using the information which Bon has 
collected. 


GUEST SPEAKER FOR JUNE 


Chris Horne — Comparison of Aust & NZ 
Flora. Chris Hore lived on a farm in New 
Zealand where he first became interested in 
plants. He is especially interested in the plants 
which were food for Moas (giant extinct NZ 
birds). They have different forms of growth 
below 3.5m to protect themselves from the 
Moas which grew to this height. In Australia 
his interest continued and he joined the 
Australian Plants Society and is now Secretary 
of the Latrobe Group. He is a gardener at 
Monash University, Gippsland. 


PEREGRINE FALCONS — VICTOR 


HURLEY — 24.3.2000° 


When most people think of a ‘falcon’ they 
evoke an image of the peregrine, for this 
species has always had a special mystique for 
me. I remember seeing my first peregrine on 
the cliffs in North Wales when the bird had 
been pushed to the extremities of its range due 
to shooting the birds during the war to protect 
carrier pigeons and the impact of DDT. 


On arriving in Australia I found the bird to be 
more common but still not abundant. So it was 
with this background that I looked forward 
with much anticipation of Victors talk on 
Peregrine Falcons to learn more about this truly 
remarkable bird. I was not disappointed. 
Victor’s enthusiasm and dedication to this bird 
was self evident through his presentation to the 
extent that he has devoted all his spare time to 
the protection and preservation of this bird. He 
set up the Victorian Peregrine Project in 
1991, which now has 40 active members, and 
another 200 members that monitor eyries. 
Although Victor has managed to get 
sponsorship from a few organisations, mostly 


for marketing reasons (for example the birds 


association with a well known brand of car), 
Victor still uses a considerable amount of his 
own funds to support the project. 


LL 
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The project aims to band about 50% of the 
Victorian population, which amounts to 140 
fledglings each season. So far the project has 
banded over 800 birds at considerable risk to 
the bander. The birds have a habit of laying 
their eggs in the least accessible places so we 
were shown some slides of Victor abseiling 
down a precipitous cliff face or climbing a 
precarious looking tree. 


Peregrines are a striking looking bird compared 
to other birds of prey. They are characterised 
by a black hood that extends from their cap to 
their cheeks. The closest looking species is the 
little falcon (hobby) has a paler hood with a 
coffee-coloured bib that extends all round their 
neck, Peregrines have a blue-grey back and 
their front is pale grey and buff barred with 
narrow black bands. As with other birds of 
prey, the juveniles look different from the 
adults. They have vertical bars on the chest and 
look like they have been dipped in coffee and 
are brown, where the adult bird is dark grey. 
The sexual dimorphism is reversed as with 
other birds of prey with the female about a 
third larger than the male. 


Peregrines are the only falcons that don’t 
prepare a nest other than make a shallow 
scrape in the soil or other material. This limits 
its choice of nesting sites. Even so, peregrines 
appear to place their eyries in a wide variety of 
locations and appear to be much more adaptive 
in Victoria than just about anywhere else in the 
world. They prefer to nest on cliff faces but 
there are also two types of tree nest. The most 
frequent type is the use of an old stick nest of 
some other large bird, which are sometimes 
built up by human intervention! (for example 
the Victorian Peregrine Project volunteers re- 
built a Wedge-tailed Eagle nest for Peregrines). 
The other type is a large tree hole or hollow, 
which allows peregrines to establish breeding 
populations in some regions where there are no 
cliffs and very few large stick nests. 
Apparently Victoria is the only place in the 
world where peregrines do this to such an 
extent. All the other falcons in Australia (little, 
black, brown, grey and kestrel) are stick 
nesters. But again simply utilise a nest built by 
another species. None of the falcons are 
primary nest builders. 


Peregrines also use man-made structures as 
nesting sites. I have observed a pair of 
peregrines nesting in the boiler house at Loy 
Yang Power Station on about six occasions but 


unfortunately none were successful and the 
peregrines have not used the site in the last two 
seasons. 


Perhaps the best known pair nesting on man- 
made structures (to Victorians) are the pair that 
nested in Collins Street in Melbourne CBD. 
They nested successfully from 1992 til 1996 on 
the 33™ storey of the OPTUS building in 
Collins Street before the male was 
unfortunately killed on an electric wire at 
Spencer Street and later the leg and tag of the 
female bird was posted anonymously to NRE, 
presumably shot. The story may have a happy 
ending as two younger birds have been sighted 
surveying the site in 1999. It is hoped that they 
will breed successfully in 2000. 


The name peregrine means wanderer or 
migrator and the bird has, in fact, the most 
extensive natural distribution of any bird in the 
world, Breeding populations occur in every 
continent except Antarctica and New Zealand. 
Antarctica is too cold and New Zealand has 
its’ Own species cliff nesting species called a 
New Zealand Falcon. 


As one might expect from such a wide-ranging 
species, peregrines vary geographically in body 
size, colour and pattern, breeding season and 
migratory behaviour. Worldwide there are 17 
to 19 ‘subspecies’ that are given formal names 
by taxonomists. The Australian subspecies is 
called ‘macropus’ which means big feet. The 
Australian peregrine not only has the biggest 
feet but also has the highest wing loading 
(weight to wing surface area ratio) of any 
Peregrine. The Australian birds do not migrate 
like birds from other continents, in fact the 
females rarely disperse more than 70 km with 
the male birds usually 10 to 30 km. The birds 
prefer open landscapes that they require for 
their unique hunting technique for which they 
are famous. 


The peregrine is a bird hunter par excellence. It 
is not only the most aerial of predators but is 
the fastest of all living creatures. The functional 
design of the peregrine for pursuit and capture 
of flying quarry reaches a degree of perfection 
unmatched by any other species. Speed of 320 
Km/hour have been recorded in a ‘stoop’ 
measured by NASA using a radar gun. 
However it is not true to say the peregrine is 
the fastest flying bird. In level flight under its 
own muscle power it is usually outpaced by a 
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pigeon and like most hunting attempts is 
unsuccessful. 


Peregrines tend to be opportunistic in their 
choice of birds and include in their diet species 
ranging in size from small passerines to large 
waterfowl as. witnessed from another 
interesting slide of a peregrine with a Black 
Duck that was considerably larger than it’s 
predator. Within these extremes, however, 
certain sizes and species of birds are preyed 
upon more often than others are. In Australia 
peregrines favour galahs, starlings, Rosellas 
and, of course, pigeons. 


Tt may seem a romantic notion, but peregrines 
mate for life and appear to be specific about 
their nesting locations and breeding times. 
They nest between September and October 
sitting on the eggs for 32 days before hatching. 
They typically lay two to three eggs and are 
usually successful in hatching two eggs. There 
are always exceptions and their most 
successful site was in the Melbourne CBD 
where four fledglings were hatched. From here 
their success appears to decline as only 50% of 
fledgling survive the first year and probably 
10% become breeding birds as they don’t 
breed until the second or third year. 


There have been 615 ‘nests’ found in 
Australia. Victoria is the stronghold of the 
species with 220 known nest sites and 
interestingly only half are on natural cliff faces. 
In Tasmania there are 115 known nest sites 
where nearly all are found on cliff faces. One 
pair is known to have nested in a quarry. 


The Victorian Peregrine Project has 
successfully tagged more than 800 fledglings in 
spite of the obvious dangers (the birds will dive 
and attack humans) and very high cost. It has 
been estimated to cost about $200 for each 
banded bird. The project is now reducing the 
banding effort and refocusing its efforts into 
study birds already banded. Assuming a 10% 
success rate to breeding maturity there should 
be not more than 80 banded birds currently 
breeding. Victor has asked us to watch out for 
all those peregrine nest sites and report them to 
him particularly if they have banded birds. 


I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Victor for his highly entertaining and 
informative presentation, Victor’s enthusiasm 
and dedication for the preservation of the 
suburb bird was apparent and we wish him 


success in this significant project. It has 
become a prominent symbol of biological 
conservation and the Victorian Peregrine 
Project is at the forefront of this effort in 
Australia. 


People can support the project via a number of 
ways. 
Report any banded Peregrines seen or 
found sick, injured or dead. 
2. Report any new Peregrine nest sites, 
3. Purchase stickers (only $2 each). 
4. Donations directed via Birds Australia 


David Stickney 


DAES 


(continued from Aprilissue) 


Lindy emphasized how important are the 
remnant trees for bat habitat. This was 
demonstrated by trapping experience. Bats also 
play a part in the health of the trees. Because of 
their excellent mobility they move freely and 
rapidly between trees feeding on insects that 
predate on the trees. As many as one hundred 
and thirty five bats were caught in a roadside 
trap in the Barmah farmland. It was estimated 
from the trap data that in a week six thousand 
bats may have used this roadside verge area. 
Lindy said, “It is great to see so many bats 
surviving in these areas”, 


Bats can eat up half their body weight in 
insects every night. They feed on a range of 
insects such as moths, beetles, mosquitoes, 
often particular species have a preference for a 
particular species of insect. Examples were 
provided of different species’ eating habits and 
the ecological value of the animals. It was 
pointed out that the large amount of insects 
consumed assists farming practice too. 


An illustration of the Large Footed Myotis 
showed its large back feet, that feeds over 
water bodies on not only insects but also small 
fish. This bat only weighs about fifteen grams 
so it is not “catching Murray Cod”! 


Se 


Issue No. 431 May 2000 


Page 5 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist 


The Golden Tit Bat lives in rainforest areas and 
feeds entirely on spiders. Different species live 
in the same areas but have completely different 
flying regimes. For example, the Lesser Long 
Ears have broad wings, so although not fast 
they are very maneuverable, and can fly in 
amongst dense vegetation. The White Striped 
Free Tailed Bat is the other extreme, which has 
long narrow wings like jet fighters. They can 
fly very fast in straight lines high above the 
height of the canopy. 


Lindy went on to describe the sonar echo 
location calls of bats. Humans can hear in a 
range from 10 to 15 kilohertz. Bats on the 
other hand are calling outside our hearing 
range. 


In winter bats go into torpor, when they lower 
their body temperature to as low as nine 
degrees Celcius. Why? Because simply there 
is not much food around in winter. When bats 
are flying their heart rate can be as high as a 
thousand beats per minute, sitting in one’s 
hand it can be four hundred beats a minute, in 
torpor it can be as low as 40 beats a minute. 
Breathing rate also slows down too. Depending 
on the weather conditions in Australia they can 
come in and out of torpor at will. 


Most species have a single young or twins, 
with a long gestation period - three months 
over summer. Females store sperm in their 
reproductive tract with the males active the 
year before. The sperm stays viable through the 
winter until the female ovulates in spring. It is 
a neat system and very efficient. Bats are 
relatively long lived animals. Bent Wing Bats 
live up to twenty years, giving birth every year. 


In answering a question about at what heights 
bats fly, Lindy replied that different bats have 
been located flying from very high to right 
within the canopy. All species of bats have 
been caught in traps at ground level so 
obviously all species come down at some time 
to near ground level. Answering another 
question Lindy provided information about the 


reality and risk stemming from infection from 
Lithovirus. The link to Flying foxes and horses 
was discussed. The only way it can be 
transmitted is through a bite. If one is not 
handling bats - no problem. Bat handlers have 
rabies shots, and wear gloves when handling 
bats. Although there are a lot of unknowns 
about the virus, in Lindy’s opinion the virus is 
not new, has always been around, and 
therefore the chance of infection is extremely 
low. Precautions were explained. Another 
question was: how closely related are the 
Micro chiroptera and the Mega chiroptera? 
Lindy thought this question was terrific and 
gave a lot of detail about the scientific 
argument over the two theories of the bat’s 
evolutionary path - from the same group or 
from parallel paths. Recent DNA work has 
tended to suggest that both the micros’ and the 
megas’ have the same ancestral origin. The 
Bent Wings and the Horseshoe Bats are on the 
vulnerable species list but none of the species 
are in actual decline, although Lindy feels there 
must have been massive population declines in 
the past. Only in the last fifteen years since the 
advent of transmitters and studies on bat 
habitat and habits has there been much hard 
data to draw any firm conclusions about 
population decline. “In general bats are 
hanging on’. Bats are very social animals with 
social calls. Lindy has not yet perfected bat 
talk! 


Lindy brought out her “pet” bats, tiny Free 
Tailed Bats, that she has had for ten years to 
show those who were not going on the 
excursion and trapping on Saturday, and these 
were eagerly examined. They were charming 
little creatures used to being handled. 


Everyone thanked Lindy warmly for an 
excellent talk and presentation. 


John Lawson 
(Excursion report next issue) 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 
Meeting: Friday 23 June Comparison of Aust & NZ Fauna — Chris Horne 


Excursion: Saturday 24 June Birds at Sale Common. Meet 10.30am at Lake Guthridge 
car park. Lake Guyatt and Powder Magazine in morning, 
lunch Lake Guthridge, then Sale Common. 


Bird Group Excursion: Monday 3 July to Moondarra. Meet 10am at car park. 
Contact: Elsie Coggan & 5127 1857. 

Botany Group: Meets on the moming of the Saturday following the club 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage @ 5634 2246. 

Meeting: Friday 28 July Bird Atlas — Janey Jackson 

Excursion: Saturday 29 July Brodribb Road and Mathison Park. Meet 10am at entrance 


to wetlands on Brodribb Rd. Lunch at Mathison Park. 
FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK Contact: Jack Brooks @ 5623 1563 
FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris @ 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton @ 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP Contact: Graeme Rowe @ 5662 2449 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre @ 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Sec. @ 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Centre @ 5674 3738 
Next activity: Sun. 2 July — Screw Creek walk, Inverloch. For details contact Environment Centre. 


FRIENDS OF TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR CONSERVATION RESERVE 
Contacts: Gary Deane # 5174 1591 (Pres.) Steve Kurec # 5173 1491 (Shire Liaison Officer) 


HEYFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE COMMITTEE 
Contacts: Ron Kerr & 5148 2575 (President). Wendy Rhodes # 5148 3058 (Secretary) 


PLEASE NOTE —- MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 
Subscriptions are now duc for 2000. 
See inside back cover for details. 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 14 JULY 2000 
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ELTHAM BUTTERFLY REVISITED 


For those who were present at the Club’s 
February 1988 meeting when Michael Brady 
spoke about the Eltham Copper Butterfly, 
the following information from the Diamond 
Valley News may be of interest. 


Yandell Reserve at St Helena is a haven for 
several butterfly species, and is now the main 
population centre for the endangered Eltham 
copper butterfly. 


The butterfly was first described and named 
in 1958, and rediscovered by entomologists 
around Diosma Rd in Eltham in the mid- 
1980s. A recent survey showed the range of 
the butterfly’s larvae in the reserve had 
extended, and larvae had moved to new 
plants, including some planted by the 
Banyule Council and volunteers from friends 
of the Yandell Reserve. The butterfly’s main 
source of food and shelter, Sweet Bursaria 
has been widely planted throughout the 
reserve. 


A reserve on Diosma Rd in Eltham was the 
main population centre for the butterfly, but 
‘recent habitat management works, including 
a controlled burn, has reduced numbers. 


As well as the Eltham copper butterfly, 
Yandell Reserve is home to the threatened 
blue jewel butterfly, and the skipper and 
brown butterflies — 22 in all. 


From Diamond Valley News 9.2.2000 


The VFNCA March 2000 camp was hosted 
by the Geelong FNC over the long and very 
warm weekend of 10-13 March. By drawing 
also on the expertise of the Marine 
Discovery Centre at Queenscliff and several 
regional ‘friends’ groups, coordinator Dick 
Southcombe, president Barry Lingham and 
their team put together an extremely 
informative and enjoyable program focussing 
on the coastal and marine ecosystems of the 
Bellarine Peninsula. This seemed highly 
appropriate at a time when nature 
conservation groups are concentrating on 


~ securing a network of marine reserves for 


Victoria. 


The meetings, evening meals and lectures 
were held at the Barwon Water Auditorium 
in South Geelong, with participants 
organising their own accommodation, 
according to preference, around Geelong 
and beyond. 


Evening lectures. On Friday evening, 
Patrick O’Callaghan, from the Marine 
Discovery Centre, introduced the subject of 
marine ecology, tracing the distribution of 
nutrients including phytoplankton in the 
world’s oceans. He explained that the 
southern hemisphere waters, especially those 
around Australia, contain generally lower 
nutrient levels than the northern waters. One 
reason for this is that there are more major 
rivers draining the greater land masses of the 
northern hemisphere. Despite this, southern 
Australia has an incredibly diverse range of 
marine species such as sponges and sea- 
weeds. Patrick drew an analogy with the 
richness of the terrestrial flora growing in 
our often poor soils. 


Tim Allen, Victorian Coordinator Marine 
and Coastal Community Network, was 
introduced to us on Saturday evening. He 
overviewed the (to most of us) compelling 
arguments in favour of a system of marine 
national parks for Victoria, as we hopefully 
near the end of a very lengthy consultation 
process. The main categories of the 
arguments include: 

e provision of opportunities for  re- 
establishment of many depleted marine 
species; 

e maintenance and development of healthy 
habitats better able to resist foreign 
species invasions, for example, from 
ballast water; 

e preservation of natural heritage in the 
public interest, for education, research 
and simple enjoyment. 

The issue is of critical importance, as at 

present only a minuscule proportion of 

Victoria’s coastal waters have complete 

protection. The problems of species 

depletion have increased as more “efficient” 
harvesting methods have been introduced by 
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fishers — for example, trawling and deep sea 
fishing aided by GPS technology. 


In the final talk on Sunday night, Ken Bell 
(FNCV Marine Research Group) and two 
co-presenters focussed on the marine life of 
the Point Lonsdale rock platform, using a 
comprehensive set of slides of many of the 
species recorded there. 


Excursions program. One of the Saturday 
morning excursions was led by Barry 
Lingham on Swan and Sand Islands, 
accessed by causeway from Queenscliff — 
Department of Defence clearance required! 
Sand Island is of recent formation, thereby 
providing an opportunity to observe the 
process of plant colonisation at a relatively 
early stage. Birds observed included the 
Masked Lapwing and White-fronted Chat, 
and areas of sand were covered by literally 
millions of soldier crabs. 


On Saturday afternoon, Graeme Tribe led 
one of the excursions to a coastal area at 
Point Lonsdale to the west of the township. 
A local conservation group is involved in 
protection of the dunes and of significant 
flora. Of particular interest was the Club- 
moss Daisy-bush, Olearia lepidophylla, 
which is very rare in Victoria although 
common in northern Tasmania and on King 
Island. This area is the western extreme for 
Banksia integrifolia. By the fencing off of 
some of this species, juveniles have been 
enabled to escape demolition by rabbits. We 
proceeded on to Lonsdale Lake, near the 
shell-grit factory, where interesting bird 
sightings included the Double-banded 
Plover, which breeds in New Zealand and 
has an east-west migratory movement to 
Australia. Add to that Hooded and Red- 
capped Plovers, Masked Lapwings, Sharp- 
tailed Sandpipers and Curlew Sandpipers. 


A varied and interesting full-day excursion 
on Sunday took us to the little-known 
Edward’s Point Wildlife Reserve, at the 
opposite end of Swan Bay from Queenscliff 
and just south of St. Leonards. The Swan 
Bay area is listed in the RAMSAR 
Convention on wetlands of international 
importance. Peter Munster, a historian and 
president of The Friends of Edward’s Point, 


gave us a fascinating run-down on the 
history of the reserve — whose name is 
something of a mystery, although it most 
likely commemorates Cr. Edward Harvey, 
who owned or leased much of the area in the 
1920s. A recent development at the reserve 
was the opening of a Saltmarsh Boardwalk 
with interpretive signage in December 1999. 
Noel Schleiger and Dorothy Mahler led the 
excursion in which most of us walked 3 km 
to the southern extreme of the reserve, 
passing through both coastal tea tree and 
wattle woodlands in the northern section and 
saltmarsh areas and the beach beyond. We 
observed the saltmarsh habitat of the 
Orange-bellied Parrot, including the Beaded 
glass-wort, with its red beads by which the 
plant rids itself of the salt. Another 
interesting plant was the Wire-leaf Mistletoe 
growing in profusion on many of the Wirilda 
(coast) wattles — some of the mistletoe was 
in flower, a delicate reddish-pink in colour. 
On the afternoon return walk from the point, 
Noel organised us into a shell survey team, 
collecting sets of one hundred shells along 
lines perpendicular to the water-line at 200 
m intervals. Back at the cars, with Noel and 
Dorothy doing most of the work, we 
identified the collected shells and completed 
return sheets. All in all, a fascinating 
introduction to the world of gastropods and 
bivalves. 


Meetings. The Victorian Parliamentary 
Secretary for the Environment, Mr Geoff 
Howard, spoke and answered questions 
during dinner on Saturday evening. This 
session followed the annual general meeting, 
which saw Noel Schleiger installed as the 
new VFNCA president and our own Wendy 
Savage continue as secretary. Keep up the 
good work, Wendy! 


Philip Rayment 
VENCA CAMP -— MUD ISLAND 


Mud Island is situated at the south end of 
Port Phillip Bay and forms part of the 
Harold Holt Fisheries Reserve. It consists of 
three low-lying islands which form a shallow 
tidal lagoon, with 5lha of sand dunes and 
35ha of salt marshes. It is a protected 
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wildlife reserve island, listed on the register 
of the national estate. 


Our guide from the Queenscliff Marine 
Discovery Centre with the assistance of 
some Friends of Mud Island introduced us to 
marine invertebrates — empty crustacean 
shells, carnivorous and __ herbivorous 
gastropoda, briozoans (lacy coral), 
calcareous rock and black swan scats. 


Sea grass meadows in the lagoon are habitat, 
food and shelter for breeding marine 
invertebrates and fish, are important to the 
ecology and health of Port Phillip Bay, with 
hundreds of black swans playing their part in 
the food chain. 


The Friends of Mud Island do much to 
protect the island with their activities and 
projects on birdlife, vegetation, study of the 
ecology and keeping it clear of weeds. 
Enlarging the terns’ breeding area resulted in 
a very successful breeding year for the Fairy, 
Little and Crested Terns. Orange-bellied 
Parrots having acquired a taste for the exotic 
shrub growing there — it was left on site! 


We were fortunate to have such 
knowledgeable and enthusiastic guides for 
the day. 

Elsie Coggan 


Bird List for the VENCA Camp weekend 


Black Swan Black-fronted Dottcrcl 
Australasian Grebe Masked Lapwing 
Gannct Pacific Gull 
Cape Gannet Silver Gull 

Little Pied Cormorant Crested Tern 
Black-faced Cormorant Little Tern 
Pied Cormorant Fairy Tern 
Little Black Cormorant Spotted Turtle-dove 
Pelican Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
White-faced Heron Blue-winged Parrot 
Little Egret Kookaburra 
White-necked Heron Singing Honeyeater 
Australian White Ibis New Holland Honeyeater 
Straw-necked Ibis White-fronted Chat 
Blk-shouldered Kite Magpie Lark 
Purple Swamphen Willie Wagtail 
Eastern Curlew Magpie 
Ruddy Turnstone Little Raven 


Red-necked Stint House Sparrow 


HELD 225.00 = 


Sharp-lailed Sandpiper Welcome Swallow 
Curlew Sandpiper Clamorous Reed-warbler 
Picd Oystercatcher Goldcn-hcaded Cisticola 
Eastern Golden Plover Starling 
Red-capped Plover Common Myna 


Glossy Ibis was seen at the Werribee 
Treatment Works by birdo’s on the Saturday 
tour. 


REPORT ON BUSINESS 


General Meetings & Excursions 


Friday 23 June: Comparison of Aust & NZ 
Flora — Chris Horne 


Saturday 24 June: Birds at Sale Common. 
Meet Lake Guthridge carpark 10.30am. 
Lake Guyatt and Powder Magazine in 
morning, lunch at Lake Guthridge, then Sale 
Common. Sale club invited. 


Friday 28 July: Bird Atlas — Janey Jackson 


Saturday 29 July: Brodribb Road and 
Mathison Park. Meet 10am entrance to 
wetlands on Brodribb Rd. Lunch at 
Mathison Park. 


Finance — Balance 


General A/c $918.84. Cash Management 
Trust $11,458.07 (Investment $2678.25, 
Conservation $6590.82 and Publication 
$2189.00) 


Business Arising, General Business & 
Correspondence 


Kindred Spirits has been bought for Club 
Library. 


Bat Roost Box Project request for assistance 
from DNR&E — no response so will phon 


Morwell Wetlands Committee -— have 
written informing them of Lorna’s 
resignation and requesting we be kept 
informed as we are interested in their 
progress. Chairman complimented Lorna on 
her input. 


ae 
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Brochure Project meeting — have received a 
number of descriptions of places to be 
included. Will start planning layout at next 
meeting. 


Proposed relocation of skate park at 
Traralgon to reserve at corner of Highway 
and Breed Street is not to go ahead. 


Hancocks may get in an independent 
certification company to review its forest 
management practices - meeting to be held 
24 May. John Poppins will attend and 
represent the club. 


VFNCA meeting report — most speakers and 
excursion leaders have been arranged. 
Details of arrangements are being formalized 
with Rawson Village. 


FNCV will publish an obituary on Ellen 
Lyndon, and Eulalie Brewster, Bon 
Thompson and Mary Austin are providing 
information regarding her Field Naturallist 
activities, as well as a photo. A longer 
obituary will be placed in our Naturalist 
soon, 


Mary is concerned about the lack of signage 
on track to steel abridge at Walhalla, and has 
recorded complaint in comment book to be 
reviewed by Baw Baw Shire. 


Great Australian Marsupial Night Stalk — 
attempt was foiled by adverse weather, so 
returned the survey with suggestion that a 
longer time be allowed in future so more 
suitable conditions could be chosen. 
Conservation Matters 


Jungadale — trainees are doing plant 
identification course at TAFE, so will 
contact club if there are any plants they still 
can’t identify. 


Dawson burn — visited site after last 
excursion and were concerned about the 
degree to which mature trees were burnt. 
Will write to Brian Ward expressing our 
concerns and will monitor the intrusion of 
introduced grasses in October. 


NOTE FROM THE TREASURER 


Our Treasurer Bruce would like to thank 
members for prompt payment of 
subscriptions for this year. It is very much 
appreciated and has averted potential 
financial embarrassment for the club. For 
those members who haven’t yet paid — 
please turn to the inside back cover for 
details and a payment slip. 


GUEST SPEAKER FOR JULY 


Janey Jackson — Bird Atlas. Janey has a 
variety of interests and has studied the 
foraging behaviour of Willy Wagtails and 
why they wag their tails, and the territories 
and feeding habits of the common brush tail 
possum. She has a PhD from the School of 
Veterinary Science at Melbourne University 
on the ecology and distribution of the 
paralysis tick. At present, she is working 
with Birds Australia in collating data from 
round Australia on the frequency and 
distribution of birds. 


BALS= == 3 
(continued from last issue) 


Saturday evening excursion. 

Armed with all the wonderful knowledge 
about the bat world, members arrived at 
Morwell NP the following evening eager to 
see the techniques of bat identification and 
trapping. Phil Rayment welcomed Lindy and 
visitors Robert Bender, Robert Irvine, 
George Paris, and Ross Scott from the West 
Gippsland Catchment Management 
Authority. There were apologies from 
Cheryl Edwards, Kate Walsh, and Wendy 
Wright. Rob Howell the Park Ranger was in 
attendance. The purpose and detail of the 
Bat Roost Box Project was explained, and 
sample boxes were on display mounted on a 
convenient tree. 


About forty members and visitors walked 
through the park to four sites where the 
aluminum framed “harp traps” were set up. 
The trap’s collectors are constructed of 
vertical strands of fishing line of 6 pound 
breaking strain, and collection pouches 
which hang under the “harp”. The traps are 
designed to catch bats however sometimes 


Issue No. 432 June 2000 


Page 4 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist 


other animals, such as birds are captured. 
There is a very low injury rate, and the 
number of bats captured varies considerably, 
as low as zero as high as one hundred and 
forty three! The original design for the traps 
came from the USA but they are constructed 
in Melbourne. Preferably the captured bats 
are assessed and measured the same night as 
capture as there is a risk of predation, from 
hawks or cats, if allowed to stay in the trap 
overnight, although the bats roost quite 
happily on the sides of the canvas collection 
pouch. 


After a meal between seven and eight the bat 
roost project and a presentation of the bat 
boxes was held and Ross Scott spoke of 
how pleased the WGCMA were to 
collaborate in the project of establishing the 
boxes in key locations in Gippsland, and 
how the removal of the willows along the 
streams had brought about the need for such 
a project. He complimented those who came 
in through his door seeking WGCMA 
support and explained how the establishment 
and maintenance of the boxes would become 
part of the Authority’s works program. The 
presentation of the kit to the WGCMA was 

‘made, and copies of the kit will be available 
from the Authority to members of the public 
and to organizations, free of charge. 


Rob de Souza-Daw, instigator of the 
project, explained how the project came 
about, and explained the function of the bat 
box kit, that apart from plans for the box, 
explains something about the biology of 
bats, the target species, siting of the boxes, 
and the worth and practice of monitoring. 
He concluded by thanking Steve Kurec and 
John Lawson for their assistance on the little 
bat box development group, and to the 
experts from Melbourne, Lindy, Robert 
Bender and others. Robert Bender spoke on 
the history of the bat research and bat roost 
box establishment in the Organ Pipes 
National Park, and how bats are now 
wintering over in the Park through the 
establishment of the boxes. George Paris 
spoke of his experiences establishing bat 
boxes and nesting boxes for other species, 
such as ring tailed possums, and ducks, at La 
Trobe University wildlife reserve. 


It was explained that the initial six “de 
Souza-Daw design” boxes were constructed 
by Rob Sandall at Work Focus, Traralgon. 
Boxes can be purchased from Work Focus. 


Phil Rayment thanked Rob de Souza-Daw 
for his enthusiasm and dedication to this 
outstanding initiative and the WGCMA for 
their assistance and support. 


Lindy next demonstrated her bat detection 
equipment. Members became excited when 
the equipment picked up the “voices” of the 
bats, that could be seen in the light of 
torches, wheeling around the night sky. 
Lindy explained how the data displayed on 
the computer screen can indicate all sorts of 
characteristics ranging from a means of 
identifying bat species, to determining what 
the bats are up to, feeding, mating, and so 
on. Four species were detected on the 
screen: the Large Forest Bat, the Little 
Forest Bat, the White Striped Free Tailed 
Bat, and “probably” Gould’s Wattled Bat. 


For up to two hours the party then took off 
to examine whether any bats had been 
caught in the four harp traps. Members were 
not disappointed as 36 bats were trapped, 
examined, and released. As each trap was 
examined with great excitement by the 
children in the party, Lindy provided a 
natural history and biology lesson on the 
bats. Detail such as, the Lesser Long-eared 
Bat, when active, its ears are up, when 
inactive ears down, how one can identify the 
sex and species of the bats through penis 
length, and evidence of suckling, and 
through bat droppings, were eagerly 
received by an appreciative and enthralled 
audience. 


The names and number of bats trapped 
during the evening were as follows: 


Chocolate Wattled Bat - Chalinolobus 
morio [2] 

Eastern False Pipestrelle - Fa/lsisirellus 
tamaniensis [1] 

Lesser Long-eared Bat 
geoffroyi [5] 

Gould’s Long-eared Bat - Nyctophilus 
gouldi [2] 


- Nyctophilus 
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Large Forest Bat - Vespadelus darlingtoni 
[2] 

Southern Forest Bat - Vespadelus regulus 
[5] 

Little Forest Bat - Vespadelus vulturnus 
[19] 


On a cool evening 36 bats were trapped as 
they searched for insects in and amongst the 
trees of the park. Lindy explained that the 
warmer the evening, the more bats were 
abroad amongst the greater number of 
insects on the wing, and more that one could 
therefore expect in the traps, that are 
strategically situated on potential insect and 
bat flight paths. 


The combination of the Friday evening talk, 
bat project launch, picnic tea, and bat 
trapping exercise was greatly enjoyed by 
everyone. 

John Lawson. 

BIRD GROUP REPORT 


Location and bird species recorded from 
February 1999 to January 2000. 


Inverloch 20 
Lakes Entrance/Lake Tyers 46 
Traralgon RRCR 25 
Brodribb Road 16 
Yinnar Sth/Toners Lane 26 
Buchan Caves area 22. 
Lake Narracan 18 
Wirilda 22 
Briagolong 13 
Lee Creek Park/Dargo Road 14 
Morwell NP 29 
Hazelwood Power Wetlands 34 
Werribee Zoo 3 
Brisbane Ranges NP 14 
Pt Cook Coastal Pk (incl wetlands) 35 
Darnum Park 16 
Garden ina Valley 19 
Traralgon South & Koornalla 36 
Morwell NP new section 28 


We were guests of Hazelwood Power on 
our visit to the Hazelwood wetlands on 
October 4. 


We were invited to Darnum Park by Bonlac 
Industries on October 16, where a plant 
survey was also done for the company. 


Elsie Coggan 
BIZARRE 


Out of the earth of November’s dark 
blindly pushes the bud 

Up through the litter of leaves and bark 
to sunlight bright aflood. 

Leafless, the darkish green stalk is edged 
at base a reddy-brown, 

but even with its blooms fully-fledged 
you search, you peer, you frown — 

it merges with the rubble and sticks, 
master of camouflage, 

reliant on filt’ring light, its tricks, 
‘neath trees in forest marge. 

Its small flowers bend at an angle 
on flexible elbow joints 

terminating as hairy tangle 
in two bearded points. 

This orchid appears as bright blooms fade, 
thrusting towards the sun, 

sheltered by litter and dappled shade — 
weird life cycle begun. 

Secretive, unknown, unespied, shy, 
restricted to such spot, 

trampled by clumsy “blind” passer-by 
its purpose in life — what? 

For us it’s the thrill of a rare plant 
created for this place, 

the perfect form, bizarre and gallant, 
reflecting Nature’s grace. 


Terri Gitsham Allen (from Shy Whisperings) 
EDITOR’S NOTE " 

You will probably find all sorts of typos and 
weird things this month — your very stressed 
editor has just moved house and is living 
amongst total chaos. 


I now live at 4 Downie Court, Traralgon. 
Phone 5174 1730 


My postal address remains unchanged — 
P O Box 719, TRARALGON 3844 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Club: Contact: Meeting: 
Latrobe Valley Secretary 7.30 pm on the fourth Friday of 
ENC Inc. Mrs W Savage each month at the Moe 
LVENC Inc. Community Health Centre, 
PO Box 1205 Fowler Street 
Morwell 3840 Moe Vic, 3825 
& 5634 2246 
A aitan Secretary 
® 9589 4047 or 5634 2628 
Sale FNC Mrs Betty Jarvis 7.30 pm on first Friday of each 
64 Powerscourt St month at The Gwen Webb Hall 
Maffra 3860 Market St, off Raglan St, near 
51472151 Zion College, Sale Vic 3850 
Bairnsdale FNC Inc. Mrs Pat Tratt 8 pm on the third Friday of each 
P.O. Box 563 month at Noweyung, 84 Goold 
Baimsdale 3875 Street, Bairnsdale Vic 3875 
5156 2683 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist is the official publication of the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist Club Inc. 
The Club subscription includes the "Naturalist". 

Brief contributions and short articles on any aspect of natural history are invited from members of all 
clubs. Articles, including those covering Club speakers and excursions, would typically be around 
one A4 side in length, and should not exceed 1 ,000 words. 


Responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions ae in this magazine rests with the 
author of the article. 


Contributions should Mrs Gill Bremner Phone: 5174 1730 home 

be addressed to: Editor, LV Naturalist 5122 6880 work 
PO Box 719 Email: scribex@bigpond.com 
TRARALGON VIC 3844 


- Front cover artwork by Beatrice Roberts - 


Incorporation No. A0005323T 
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Send remittance with completed. form to Mr Bruce Adams, Treasurer LVFNC Inc, 7 Lorikeet Place, 
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| Address 
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Family $30 [_] Single $22 [_] Junior $15 (] Naturalist $15 (_] 
CHEQUE ENCLOSED $ (Made payable to LVFNC Inc) 

Subscriptions are due March 31” each year. (Half fees apply for those joining after 31” August) 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 


Meeting: Friday 28 July Bird Atlas — Harry Pappas (Janey Jackson is unavailable) 

Excursion: Saturday 29 July Brodribb Road and Mathison Park. Meet 10am at entrance 
to wetlands on Brodribb Road. Lunch at Mathison Park. 

Bird Group Excursion: Monday 7 August to Lake Narracan area (including private 
property). Meet 10am at Sullivans Track. Contact: Elsie 
Coggan @ 5127 1857. 

Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following the club 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage @ 5634 2246. 

Meeting: Friday 25 August Koalas — Peter Menkhorst 


Excursion: SUNDAY 27 August Paterson Lakes. This will not be a bus trip as advertised due 
to lack of numbers. For details contact Wendy Savage. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK Contact: Jack Brooks @ 5623 1563 
FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris @ 5122 3137 


_ FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton # 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP Contact: Graeme Rowe # 5662 2449 
Next activity: Wednesday 2 August — Rhyll — Pied Oystercatchers 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre @ 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Sec. # 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Centre % 5674 3738 
Next activity: Sun. 6 Aug — Great Southern Rail Trail. For details contact Environment Centre. 


FRIENDS OF TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR CONSERVATION RESERVE 
Contacts: Gary Deane @ 5174 1591 (Pres.) Steve Kurec @ 5173 1491 (Shire Liaison Officer) 


HEYFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE COMMITTEE 
Contacts: Ron Kerr @# 5148 2575 (President). Wendy Rhodes # 5148 3058 (Secretary) 


PLEASE NOTE — MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 
Subscriptions arc now duc for 2000. 
Scc inside back cover for details. 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 11 AUGUST 2000 
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Ellen Lyndon was born in 1906 on Prospect 
Station near Seaspray where her father was 
manager. While she was still a baby the 
family moved to a bush block on the Sale- 
Seaspray Road, then when Ellen was six her 
father bought a farm at The Heart by the 
Latrobe River, and there she grew up with 
her four brothers and _ two © sisters. 
Throughout her childhood days living among 
the swamps and streams Ellen was able to 
explore the surrounding countryside and 
enjoy the birds and other native animals 
around her as well as the pleasures of the 
masses of wildflowers which grew in the 
area. 


Ellen moved to Melbourne in the early 
thirties. These were depression days and I 
quote from Door to the Forest published by 
the South Gippsland Conservation Society in 
1993, “As times became harder and work 
scarcer the casuals were the first to go. It 
was a case of work where you could.” But 
despite the hard times: “Melbourne then was 
a fairy city to me and quite safe for country 
girls to wander round alone. No one had 
much money, they walked everywhere and 
had lots of fun.” 


In time, Ellen joined the Albert Park Ladies 
Rowing Club, the Bird Observers’ Club, 
walking clubs and the Field Naturalists’ Club 
_ of Victoria. These interests were shared with 
Don Lyndon whom she married in 1936. At 
the outbreak of World War Two in 1939 
Don volunteered for service and went 
overseas in April 1940. Ellen continued 
working and spent some time working in the 
flax fields in South Australia. 


After the war, Don and Ellen looked about 
for a country property where Don could 
learn the practicalities of life on the land. 
They found a steep and run-down property 
on a ridge near Boolarra. Don was able to 
gain experience working on_ established 
farms in the valley, and taught himself to 
plough and manage horses. Again I quote, 
“The soil was good and we grew potatoes 
and hay crops and ran a pure-bred flock of 
light Sussex fowls that kept the potatoes free 


of pests. Ellen milked their five cows, 
separated and sold the cream, reared the 
calves and kept a pig. In her spare time she 
grew vegetables, harassed the hordes of 
rabbits with dogs and ferrets or cut ferns and 
ragwort.” 


After further experience on share farms, they 
successfully applied for a Soldier Settlement 
block on the Timmins Estate near Leongatha 
in July 1951. Again there was much hard 
work before they were well established on 
this productive farm with swamps and flat 
land beside the Tarwin River with its 
hundreds of water birds so like the flood 
lands of Nellie’s youth. Spare time was spent 
exploring the surrounding countryside and 
Ellen, with Jean Galbraith’s first book 
Wildflowers of Victoria, was able to increase 
her knowledge of native plants and 
encouraged others to do likewise. 


Both Ellen and don became involved in 
community activities. When the South 
Gippsland Highway was realigned at the 
hospital hill and an area of land left between 
the old road and the new they approached 
the Council to buy this so that it could be 
planted to show what native trees and shrubs 
would grow in the Leongatha area. Don 
prepared the ground before Ellen started 
planting and the Apex Club installed 
playground equipment on the lower portion 
of the land. It was Apex Club who suggested 
that the Council name this the Ellen Lyndon 
Park. After Woorayl District Hospital was 
opened in 1958 Ellen for many years cared 
for the memorial garden in the foyer. She 
was a foundation member of the Hospital 
Ladies Auxiliary and supported this group 
over many years. Both Ellen and Don were 
foundation members of the Woorayl 
Historical Society and after some years Ellen 
took on the office of secretary, which 
position she held for fourteen years. 


During their expeditions about the 
countryside exploring roads new to them 
and discovering the plants which grew along 
those roads Ellen looked at all the crown 
reserves in the old Shire of Woorayl and 
beyond, and it was she who was responsible 
for Hammans’ Bush and King’s Park 
becoming bush reserves. In 1974 she 
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obtained permission from the Shire of 
Woorayl to plant trees on the bare roadside 
bank by the Koonwarra Tip site and so 
transformed that stretch of road. Both Ellen 
and don were foundation members of the 
Gippsland Field Naturalist Club (now the 
Latrobe Valley FNC) when it was formed at 
Morwell in 1960. 


From the time when Ellen first heard of, and 
then saw the many native plants, and 
particularly the Butterfly Orchid which grew 
in Foster’s Gully near Yinnar she was keen 
to see it reserved to protect these plants. 
Over many years she wrote submissions and 
letters and enlisted the help of various 
groups and associations and persons who 
might help to have this area reserved, until in 
1965 Morwell Shire used a Government 
grant for half the purchase price of the land 
and National Parks Authority supplied the 
remainder. Lyndon’s Clearing in the park 
was named in appreciation of all she had 
done towards the declaration of Morwell 
National Park. 


After their retirement from farm life to 
Leongatha more time was given to interests 
in natural history and with don’s 
photographic ability with coloured slides and 
Ellen’s knowledge of native plants (flowers, 
ferns and fungi) and birds they gave talks to 
many interested groups around Victoria. In 
1976 a meeting was called in Leongatha with 
a view to forming a Conservation Society of 
which Ellen became a foundation member. 
She thus became a leader of excursions for 
the South Gippsland Conservation Society 
and patient teacher of those who wished to 
learn from her knowledge of both plants and 
animals. For many years she had been a 
member of The Society for Growing Native 
Plants and when a branch was formed in 
Leongatha was a helpful member there. 


Many of Ellen’s contributions to The 
Victorian Naturalist, The Latrobe Valley 
Naturalist and the Newsletter of the South 
Gippsland Conservation Society were used 
to compile Door to the Forest, and it was 
she who wrote the history of the first 
twenty-five years of the LVFNC. 


LOOKOUT 


In 1988 Ellen was awarded the Medal of the 
Order of Australia for her voluntary 
community work and her outstanding 
contribution to organisations such as the 
Leongatha Hospital, FNCV, LVFNC, SGCS 
and the Leongatha and District Historical 
Society. 


From her childhood on the family farm 
between the waters of Lake Wellington and 
the Latrobe River Ellen always had a keen 
interest in the natural world around her, an 
alert and enquiring mind to learn, and a skill 
with words to share her discoveries with 
others. All of us whose lives have been 
touched by hers are the richer for that 
contact and we give thanks for her life 
among us. 


Eulalie Brewster 
(Edited version of eulogy delivered at Ellen 
Lyndon’s funeral) 


EXCURSION | 


TO PETERSON’S 


On Saturday 25"" March a large group of 
members and friends met at the Tyers 
carpark and then proceeded in convoy along 
the Tyers-Rawson Road to the W2 track on 
the left. This leads to Peterson’s Lookout 
which commands a wonderful view from 
rocky ledges into the Tyers River gorge. It 
was a glorious sunny morning with hardly a 
breath of wind to stir the trees. Excellent for 
bird observing. The birds seemed to enjoy it 
too. There were a couple of pairs of Wedge- 
tailed Eagles soaring and gliding high over 
the gorge and forested ridges opposite us. 
What magnificent birds they are! 


After attending the talk about Peregrine 
Falcons the previous evening, we were keen 
to sight one of them, but were we going to 
be so fortunate? 


Our list of birds included White-throated 
Treecreepers, Striated Pardalotes, a Brown 
Goshawk, Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos, 
New Holland as well as  Lewins ~ 
Honeyeaters, Pied Currawongs, Crimson 
Rosellas and a very close sighting of a flock 
of Rainbow Lorikeets. In the distance the 
Superb Lyrebird was demonstrating his great 
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repertoire. But where was the Peregrine 
Falcon? Many of our members had given up 
hope but Ken Harris felt sure we should get 
a sighting if he was in the area. With our 
filed glasses we searched the distant cliff 
faces. 


Our departure from the lookout was delayed 
by a spectacular viewing of a black 
cormorant’s successful fishing in the river 
below. And then Ken suddenly spotted the 
peregrine sitting on a branch quite close to 
us below the lookout. We had quite an aerial 
view of him, his yellow legs being the most 
obvious part of him. Occasionally he would 
look up and we would see his yellow eye 
ring. The bird gave us a good viewing before 
flying off. 


Our party then set off along the Rawson 
Road looking for the Moondarra turnoff 
(W17). The track at present is quite rough 
but we made it to the weir and picnic ground 
without mishap. After lunch some members 
walked the Nature Walk. They reported 
back that it was fairly quiet and the area a bit 
overgrown. They saw a very good leaf-curl 
spider web across the path, a Yellow Robin 
and Superb Fairy Wrens. Back at the lunch 
spot four species of butterflies were noted — 
the small grass yellow, common grass blue, 
imperial white and the common brown. 


Everyone claimed the day had been most 
successful and enjoyable thanks to our 
leader, then we returned to the Valley via 
Moe. 


Mary Austin 
THE GREENHOUSE GAS DEBATE | 


During our March meeting David Stickney 
refreshed our awareness of the greenhouse 
gas problem, viz — in the 21* century 
worldwide attention will be directed toward 
this phenomenon and we should understand 
in broad terms the issues. 


Firstly, it is not a local issue, such as an oil 
spill in Alaska or a cyanide spill in 
Czechoslovakia, but it is a worldwide 
problem and concerns all of us. 


The greenhouse effect is the gradual 
warming of the earth’s environment due to a 
buildup of certain gases in the troposphere. 
This effect has been known for some time 
and works like this: the build up of 
temperature is caused by the differential 
ability of these gases to absorb various types 
of radiation. Incoming sunlight arrives in the 
form of ultraviolet radiation, some of which 
is reflected by the upper layers of the 
atmosphere. Most of this radiation, however, 
penetrates the upper atmosphere and arrives 
at the earth’s surface, which is subsequently 
warmed by this UV radiation. The earth then 
re-radiates some of this energy in the form of 
infra-red radiation. This IR radiation, 
however, is more readily absorbed by certain 
types of gases (the “greenhouse gases’) and 
then re-radiates in all directions from these 
gas molecules. Some of this re-radiation is 
directed back to the earth, thereby 
effectively trapping this energy within the 
earth’s atmosphere, causing global warming. 


It should be recognized that the greenhouse 
effect is quite ‘natural’ and is in fact 
necessary for the survival of life on earth, as 
we know it. Without this effect, the earth 
would not be able to retain enough heat to 
sustain the fragile life forms that we know. 


The gases which cause the major effect are 
water vapour, carbon dioxide, nitrous oxide, 
methane and CFC’s. 


Each of these gases has a different effect and 
if we take a carbon dioxide molecule’s effect 
as unity, methane is 21 times more potent, 
nitrous oxide is about 290 times as potent 
and so on up to the CFC’s, some of which 
are several thousand times more potent than 
carbon dioxide as regards sopping the re- 
tadiation of heat from the earth back through 
the atmosphere. 


Tt is fortunate for us that the carbon dioxide 
is not particularly damaging on a molecular 
basis, but because of the large quantities in 
the atmosphere it has the greatest aggregate 
effect on global warming. 


The world has three main carbon reservoirs; 
the biota, soil and oceans. There is a 
constant exchange of carbon between these 
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reservoirs and the atmosphere. If we also 
consider the natural additions of CO2 to the 
atmosphere via volcanic activity and natural 
sources such as bushfires, then the system is 
roughly in balance. 


However, 20" century man has had a 
profound effect on this natural balance. 
Organised deforestation and burning of fossil 
fuels has resulted in a net increase of CO, in 
the atmosphere. Direct observations made at 
Hawaii have shown that between 1958 and 
1988 the CQ, in the atmosphere has 
increased from 317ppm to 348ppm. 
Currently CO: levels are rising by 0.4% per 
annum, methane by 1% p.a., nitrous oxides 
by 0.3% p.a. and CFC’s by 5% p.a. 


Although we are small nation we have 
problems. We generate only a_ small 
contribution to the total amount world wide, 
but, because we are a small population, our 
contribution on a per capita basis is way near 
the top of the list — this partly because much 
fossil fuel is used travelling long distances 
between our centres of population. 


A number of studies have been made and 
others are in progress, to assess the problem: 
there is little doubt that our average global 
temperature has risen by 0.7°C in 100 years 
but the rise has not been continuous: for 
example, there was a drop of 0.2° between 
1940 and 1980. Different measuring systems 
are not giving completely similar results. 


Tt is generally agreed that current climatic 
models have very limited understanding of 
the numerous feedback effects that might 
either exacerbate or ameliorate the 
greenhouse effect. For example, would 
increased warming increase the atmospheric 
water content by increased evaporation, 
thereby further reinforcing the increased 
temperature effect (because water is also an 
absorber of IR radiation), or would the 
increased cloud cover reflect more of the 
sun’s radiation and moderate the 
temperature effect. 


It may well be that several of these feedback 
effects cancel each other out. 


A rise in temperature of between 1 and 5°C 
will have several implications — 

* affect our flora and fauna, 
particularly those species which 
find it difficult to adapt to these 
changes over a relatively short 
period. 

cause the sea levels to rise by 
25mm per loC rise due to 
thermal expansion of the oceans 
and melting of ice caps — oceanic 
nations and our seaside resorts 
will suffer. 

water resources will be affected 
by change in rainfall patterns and 
quantity. 

urban infrastructure will be 
affected as a consequence of the 
above. 

tourism and recreation would 
have to cope with less snow and 
altered beaches. 

cause social problems — eg. 
hotter days and more of them. 


So what should we do now? We can’t defer 
a decision for two reasons — we have a large 
transient response caused by the thermal 
inertia of the oceans, and the half life of the 
greenhouse gases is very long 
(approximately 40 years), eg. half of the 
carbon dioxide generated in 1960 is still with 
us. 


There are two types of responses to global 
warming, either minimize the warming effect 
or adapt to the warming. 


Assuming that we try to minimize the effect, 
we can reduce the sources or increase the 
sinks for greenhouse gases — 

e the sources are burning fossil 
fuels in coal fired power stations 
and petroleum fuelled internal 
combustion engines. 

e the sinks are forest 
vegetation and oceans. 


cover, 


A greenhouse strategy must therefore be 
based on these two areas. 


The 1977 international conference on global 
warming held at Kyoto, set the several 
participating nations targets: if Australia 


SE 
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continued ‘business as usual’ over the period 
to 2008/12 we would expect our emissions 
to rise 28% but we aim to limit this to 8%, 
an improvement of 20%. 


It was agreed that Australia’s position was 
unique because of our very high reliance on 
fossil fuels, our expected high rate of 
population increase, our strong economic 
and employment growth, the 
decentralization our cities which results in 
higher transport costs and the relatively high 
amount of greenhouse gases in our exports. 


On top of this, our emission profile is unique 
among the developed countries, where our 
energy sector accounts for half our 
emissions, compared with 80% for OECD 
countries, and our land use and forestry 
account for 20% of emissions, reflecting the 
significance of agriculture to our economy. 


Our renewable energy target is 2% by 2010, 
eg. solar, tidal, wind, etc. — our renewable 
energy generation is approximately the same 
as the OECD at the moment (6%). 
Electricity retailers have been set a 
mandatory 2% increase of their electricity 
from renewable resources by 2010. 


In the Latrobe Valley we generate 85% of 
Victoria’s power needs from coal which has 
no methane, low ash content and much less 
sulphur than black coal — we have an 
abundant supply of coal and generate the 
power at a very competitive price. 


The power stations are the targets for 
criticism but in fact they consume only about 
10% and the community consumes about 
90%. The power stations are actively 
working on producing less greenhouse gas 
per unit generated and we should be taking 
steps to reduce the 90% we use. These 
processes are of necessity to be both 
economically viable and environmentally 
friendly. 


Jim Blucher 


REPORT ON BUSINESS MEETING 
HELD19600 


General Meetings & Excursions 


Friday 28 July: Bird Atlas — Harry Pappas 
(Janey Jackson is unavailable). 


Saturday 29 July: Brodribb Road and 
Mathison Park. Meet 10am at entrance to 
wetlands on Brodribb Rd. Lunch at 
Mathison Park. 

Koalas — 


Friday 25 August: Peter 


Menkhorst 


SUNDAY 27 August: Patterson Lakes — 
probably not a bus trip as originally planned 
due to lack of numbers. Car pooling and 
departure times to be arranged. 


Finance — Balance 


General A/c $843.84. Cash Management 
Trust $11,458.07 (Investment $2678.25, 
Conservation $6590.82, Publication 
$2189.00) 


Business Arising, General Business & 
Correspondence 


Bat Roost Box Project — approval to cover 
our expenses from surplus grant monies. 


Parks Victoria — recommendation that we 
apply for an ABN or we will not be eligible 
for grants; Phil will do this electronically. 
We will not register for GST at this stage. 


DNR&E meeting to make suggestions on 
their spending the funds we hold. May 
contact them later in the year and suggest 
interpretive signs for Jungadale, and may 
need more expenditure on Bat Roost Box 
Project. 


Archives culling — Phil and Wendy will 
arrange a time with the Careys to prune 
excess material. 


First Aid and medical emergency procedures 
— will ask Alix Williams to look at ways in 
which we may advise members to come 
prepared with appropriate gear. 
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Traralgon RRCR — our club logo will be 
placed on their board to acknowledge our 
assistance. 


Spectracopy — Treasurer has obtained verbal 
advice that costs of printing magazine will 
remain unchanged after July 1. 


Suggest paying cheque directly to Latrobe 
Community Health Service, 3 or 6 monthly 
in advance, rather than Beatrice having to 
cash cheque and pay each month. 


Conservation Matters 


Bat Roost Boxes meeting 9" June attended 
by Rob and Phil. Draft of booklet to be 
published by CMA. Meeting next 
Wednesday for feedback. CMA appointing 
education officer for projects. 


Basslink draft scope guidelines for impact 
assessment statement — do not see a need to 
have input at this stage. 


Latrobe City -— Towards a_ Shire 
Environment Policy. Phil will make brief 
response, noting there is little direction 
about how this will be implemented at the 
local level. 


Utilisation of Victorian Native Flora and 
Fauna — copy has been received. Bon will 
read, and it may be useful when responding 
to Environment Australia missives. 


Hazelwood Power ERC — new statement for 
EPA to be proposed. Invited submission of 
any ideas. 


GUEST SPEAKER FOR AUGUST 


Peter Menkhorst — Koalas. Peter is a 
Senior Wildlife Scientist with the 
Department of Natural Resources and 
Environment. He has spent more than 
twenty years documenting the distribution, 
ecological requirements and conservation 
status of Victoria’s mammals and birds. 


ea 


JEAN GALBRAITH’S MEMORIAL — 
WILDFLOWER RESERVE 


The LaTrobe City Council has agreed to the 
above name for the reserve as suggested by 
the people of Tyers. 


The Tyers people are anxious to retain 
Jean’s name in the town and have agreed 
with Council and formed a Committee of 
Management under the umbrella of the 
general committee formed for the benefit of 
the Tyers township and its people. 


The reserve committee have obtained a grant 
from the National Heritage Trust of approx. 
$7,000, Council has also contributed $2,000 
and the reserve committee is expected to 
raise some money and also contribute in kind 
with labour, etc. The money will be used for 
fencing materials, constructing paths and the 
eradication of weeds and the revegetation of 
disturbed areas. A start has already been 
made with the removal of many of the large 
Pittosporum trees which were smothering 
much of the area. The other weeds like 
Smilax, some clumps of introduced grasses, 
plus fruit trees that the birds have introduced 
will be removed after the winter period. 


It is hoped to have the reserve ready for 
visitors about March 2001. Our club is 
represented on the Committee of 
Management. 

Bon Thompson 

AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY 
South Gippsland Group 


Evening meetings: Second Wednesday of the 
month, 8pm, McMillan College, Leongatha. 


President % 5664 4446 
Secretary @ 5662 2449 
Wed Aug 9: ‘Where Do Australian Plants 


Come From?’ a talk by highly respected 
author and APS member, Rodger Elliot. 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Club: Contact: Meeting: 
Latrobe Valley Secretary 7.30 pm on the fourth Friday of 
ENC Inc. Mrs W Savage each month at the Latrobe 
LVENC Inc. Community Health Service, 
PO Box 1205 Fowler Street 
Morwell 3840 Moe Vic. 3825 
5634 2246 
Assistant Secretary 
Ms J Tims 
B 9589 4047 or 5634 2628 
Sale FNC Mrs Betty Jarvis 7.30 pm on first Friday of each 
64 Powerscourt St month at The Gwen Webb Hall 
Maffra 3860 Market St, off Raglan St, near 
@ 51472151 Zion College, Sale Vic 3850 
Bairnsdale FNC Inc. Mrs Pat Tratt 8 pm on the third Friday of each 
P.O. Box 563 month at Noweyung, 84 Goold 
Baimsdale 3875 Street, Bairnsdale Vic 3875 
@ 5156 2683 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist is the official publication of the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist Club Inc. 

The Club subscription includes the "Naturalist". 

Brief contributions and short articles on any aspect of natural history are invited from members of all 

clubs. Articles, including those covering Club speakers and excursions, would typically be around 
one A4 side in length, and should not exceed 1,000 words. 

Responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions cua in this magazine rests with the 

author of the article. 


Contributions should Mrs Gill Bremner Phone: 5174 1730 home 

be addressed to: . Editor, LV Naturalist 5122 6880 work 
PO Box 719 Email: scribex@bigpond.com 
TRARALGON VIC 3844 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 
Meeting: Friday 25 August Koalas — Peter Menkhorst 


Excursion: SUNDAY 27 August Patterson Lakes. Instead of a bus trip we will car pool — 
suggest people contribute $8 for petrol. Meet 9am at Moe 
Railway Station. First to Seaford swamp, then Edithvale- 
Seaford Environment Centre, then Braeside Metropolitan 
Park if time permits. 


Bird Group Excursion: Monday 4 September to Traralgon South Reserve. Meet 
10am at Traralgon South Hall carpark. Contact: Elsie 
Coggan & 5127 1857. 


Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following the club 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage @@ 5634 2246. 


Meeting: Friday 22 September The Changing Bush — David Ashton 

Excursion: Saturday 23 September Frog Watch at Traralgon RRC Reserve. Meet 4.30pm for 
walk around the Reserve, tea at Bert Thompson Reserve - 
electric BBQ available (or pizza from Pizza Hut next 
door!). Return at dark to frog watch at TRRCR. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK Contact: Jack Brooks & 5623 1563 
FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris @ 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton @ 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP Contact: Graeme Rowe @ 5662 2449 
Next activity: Saturday 30 September — Yallock Creek — Small waders 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre & 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Sec. 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Centre & 5674 3738 
Next activity: Sun. 3 Sept — Phillip Island Conservation Society. For details contact Environment 


FRIENDS OF TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR CONSERVATION RESERVE 
Contacts: Alan Chambers % 5174 2706 (Sec) Steve Kurec & 5173 1491 (City Liaison Offer) 
HEYFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE COMMITTEE 

_ Contacts: Ron Kerr &# 5148 2575 (President). Wendy Rhodes # 5148 3058 (Secretary) 


PLEASE NOTE — MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 
Subscriptions are now due for 2000. 
See inside back cover for details. 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 8 SEPTEMBER 2000 
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A VISIT TO GLEN NAYOOK _ 


We were promised a true winter’s day, with 
rain, hail and icy winds, but a struggling sun 
made a feeble attempt to warm the air when 
we gathered in the car park at Neerim South 
on our way to Glen Nayook. The bitter wind 
defeated this attempt, however, and the sun 
finally gave up the struggle and hid behind 
the massive, steel grey clouds. We had all 
come prepared for the expected 10 degrees 
of temperature, though, and were so rugged 
up that we were quite warm. 


Glen Nayook was reserved from selection 
prior to 1903 and in 1907 was temporarily 
reserved as a site for public recreation. It 
was Officially opened in 1914. Fires burnt it 
in 1926, so much of the vegetation is 
resrowih forest. Found there are mountain 
ash, grey gum, messmate, myrtle beech, 
sae yal blackwood. We also identified 
soft and hard tree ferns, austral mulberry, 
elderberry panax, banyalla (Pittosporum bi- 
colour) and pomaderris. The musical notes 
of the Lewins Honeyeater was the only 
birdsong we heard in the forest while we 
were there. 


Tucked amongst the undergrowth near the 
top of the hill, a forest mushroom from the 
Agaricus species displayed its broad pink 
and white top. As we descended into the 
Glen, a cluster of ‘Ellen’s little brown jobs’ 
glistened brightly beside the track; nearby 
were a couple of Amanita amanaeceps with 

collars on their stems, ragged 
fragments hanging from the cap margins and 
a lumpy surface on top. The pathway was 
flanked by mother shield ferns, but in places 
blackberries had run riot, showing that 
maintenance was needed. 


As the track down became steeper, we had a 
glimpse down onto the tops of the tree fern 
fronds screening the valley from prying eyes. 
Following the path, we began to find many 
different fungi in a _ kaleidoscope of 
colours.... pretty lilac caps; small, apricot- 
toned fungi, with toothed gills; a burnt 
orange cap with a very hairy stem; families 
of little fungi, some cream and ‘others a 
washed grey, sitting serenely on the trunks 
of trees enjoying the pale sunshine; tiny 


white, long-legged Mycena austrororida 
with their beautiful white gills and 
translucent stems; a lonely two-toned green 
one, darker in the centre, beside the steps; 
soft brown, curved caps on long stems; pale, 
pinkish-brown small umbrellas; ones with 
pale buff edges and darker in the centre 
growing at the base of Eucalyptus regnans; 
a clump of bright yellow-orange fungi; and 
gilled bracket fungi with ruffled cream edges 
and darker centres on the top. 


A gentle rain began to fall as we reached the 
creek. Here there was a real seat, a contrast 
to the once-upon-a-time seat further up the 
hill which had only the concrete supports 
and one wooden bar left. Among the tree 
ferns was one amazing old fellow that had 
been cut down, possibly when the path was 
made. Its old body was host to a dozen or 
more ferns, but it had not given up on life 
itself and had made a right-angled turn to 
grow upwards once more. The rock walls 
were covered with a multitude of mosses, 
lichens and liverworts (Bryophyta), some a 
very dark green, almost charcoal grey; while 
bristle ferns, Austral filmy fern and 
spleenwort fern were amongst those that 
decorated the tree ferns. 


As we ploughed up the muddy path beside 
the stream, it tumbled down over granite 
rocks. It went underground for part of the 
way. Fan fern, strap fern and kangaroo fern 
grew along its course. Long strings of white 
fungi were draped over some of the shrubs 
like cotton threads. These belong to the 
Clavarias, the Coral fungi family. Brownish- 
orange caps of one of the Russula species 
brightened the undergrowth. Some 
unexpected sights were kangaroo ferns 
massed like a collar around the base of the 
fronds of a tree fern, and a white lichen with 
coral-like ‘branches’. Rosettes of moss on 
skinny legs clothed a small boulder and 
finger ferns grew on a dead tree trunk. 


Several examples of bracket fungi were 
discovered further up the path. The 
delicately scalloped, cream band of a 
Trametes versicolor bordered the darker 
rings which shaded into bronze in the centre, 
showing why it can also be called the 
Rainbow fungus. Minute _ buff-yellow 
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brackets with pores grew on the side of a 
dead tree trunk, perhaps one of the 
Polypores. Beneath the dead overhanging 
roots of a fallen tree grew a solid, dark 
brown bracket, dusty, very hard and resistant 
to the touch. Along the mossy surface of the 
same dead trunk a crocodile of elegant, 
reddish-brown Mycena _ sanguinolenta 
marched towards a community gathering of 
a host of others, their groovy umbrellas 
raised above them. We found a white shelf 
fungi, gilled and soft when touched, and a 
rich brown cap, five centimetres across, but 
the elves must have all been away, for we 
didn’t find one all day. 


A creeping mistletoe had taken over an old, 
dying blackwood, its roots running along the 
branches. Closer to the ground were the 
creamy-green bells of the Correa 
lawrenciana. Then we found a group 
dressed in their speckled brown, bubbly 
velvet smoking jackets, huddled together for 
warmth in the icy weather. These ‘wart- 
covered’ puff-balls of the Lycoperdon 
species breathed out clouds of dusty spores 
through special pores whenever we poked 
them with a stick or when a raindrop 
bombarded them. 


We enjoyed our time in the forest very 
much, but iced rain fell as we drove away 
and we were grateful to Ellie and Ron for 
the invitation to lunch in the warmth of their 
home. Many thanks to those who 
contributed their knowledge to this article. 


Estelle Adams 


EXTINCTION PROCESSES — 


Wendy Wright’s topic, for her talk to the 
May Club Meeting, was Species Extinction. 


She began by using the Passenger Pigeon as" 


an example. This bird was unimaginably 
numerous two centuries ago, yet by the early 
20" century it was extinct. She made the 
point that, through excessive slaughter, 
people made the species rare, then rarity 
made it vulnerable to many other pressures, 


discipline), at Monash University Gippsland, 
showed that there are many aspects involved 
in the extinction process. 


Conservation Biology is based on a set of 
values, amongst which is the premise that 
‘Biodiversity is good.’ Wendy proceeded to 
show the relationship between extinction and 
the loss of biodiversity. 


Biodiversity exists at many levels — genetic, 
populational, species, community/ecosystem. 
Wendy showed the interrelationship between 
these elements, taking each in turn — 
e Genetic diversity is a 
characteristic of the population. 
e Populational diversity is a 
characteristic of a species. 


e Species diversity is a 
characteristic of the 
community/ecosystem. 


e Community/ecosystem diversity 
is a characteristic of a region. 


Within each landscape there are many 
different types of ecosystems, each system 
having a number of populations and each 
population having a number of species. 
There needs to be biodiversity at each level. 
Extinction occurs at various levels. Levels of 
extinction were then discussed — 

e Extinction of a gene. This may or 
may not be important. A species 
may continue on without a 
particular gene. 

e Extinction of a population causes 
the most problems. If populations 
become small we end up with 
rare species, then lose whole 
species. When a species is 
abundant with a wide distribution 

- populations can interact, but 
when populations are small and 
scattered there is no genetic 
exchange. 


Some species are more vulnerable than 
others, such as those with: 

© anarrow geographic range 

e one or a few populations and/or 


leading ultimately to extinction. small population size. Low 

Wendy, who lectures in Conservation eMGHO VLAN) Hits tay TEILRy 

Biol (a_ relatively ne ientifi ED SETI | GUERISES OM. Ute 
ANS y A fret SISA environment. 
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low population density 

large home range 

large body size 

poor dispersal strategies 

little genetic variability 

specialized niche requirements 

seasonal migration 

need for a_ stable, 

environment 

e need to form permanent or 
temporary aggregations 

e little previous contact 

humans 


pristine 


with 


The most vulnerable species are the top 
predators (tigers, polar bears), plants with 
specific habitat requirements and low density 
populations (orchids, alpine plants), and 
species which form large aggregations (harp 
seals, passenger pigeons). 


If we are to avoid species extinction we 
must provide the optimum habitat in order to 
provide for biodiversity at all levels — 
genetic, populational, species and 
community/ecosystem. 


Florence Blucher 


In 1943, during World War 2, there was 
very little entertainment for young people in 
the city of Melbourne. Dorothy Simpson and 
I became members of the Victorian Field 
Naturalists’ Club and also enjoyed attending 
various adult education classes where we 
met many interesting people such as Crosbie 
Morrison, editor of Wild Life magazine. He 
frequently conducted excursions to the 
Dandenong ranges, Sherbrooke Forest etc. 
and many of the FNCV members attended. It 
was about this time that Dorothy and I met 
up with Nell Lyndon. She was full of fun 
with a marvellous sense of humour and such 
a great knowledge of the bush. Many an 
enjoyable day we spent in her company. 


One evening, after a FNC meeting we got 
talking about a recently published book 
called Green Mountains by Berard 
O’Reilly. We were all enthralled by his 
stories of the wonders of the jungle on the 


Queensland-NSW border. Nell agreed that it 
would be marvellous to visit the National 
Park but there was no hope of doing so 
whilst there were restrictions on interstate 
travel. It was about July 1945 when these 
were lifted and excitement ran high as 
Dorothy and I planned our trip. But another 
obstacle intervened. Dorothy’s aunt insisted 
that we have a chaperone!!! (Things were 
different in those days). We contacted Nell 
who was only too pleased to take on her 
role. The aunt was happy too so in late 
August 1945 we set out. Nell’s husband, 
Don was encamped at jungle training camp 
at Canungra so Nell was in hopes of him 
getting leave to join us at O’Reilly’s. 


To get to Lamington National Park in those 
days one had to take a train to Albury, 
change trains there for Sydney, spend the 
day there and at 7pm take the Brisbane train. 
The trains had no sleeping compartments so 
it was a welcome relief to be able to stretch 
our legs at Coffs Harbour where we had 
breakfast. The train broke down for several 
hours in northern NSW where we watched 
the locals play Two-Up in the red dust of 
that drowsy main street, where the only 
shade was provided by the cinnamonium 
trees. Eventually we got under way, through 
many tunnels on the border. In the darkness 
of the tunnels Nell apparently enjoyed herself 
by leaning over and tickling the knee of the 
RAAF boy sitting next to me (as though I 
had done it) and then sitting back to watch 
the repercussions. It was many days before I 
learned the truth of all this! During the early 
part of our holiday Nell told us stories of her 
life in Cairns where they kept a pet carpet 
snake to keep down the vermin. We couldn’t 
believe that she was so fond of reptiles. I 
was brought up to believe that the only good 
snake was a dead one! 


Nell’s love of reptiles was well demonstrated 
on the day the three of us were escorted 
along a.blazed trail as far as Fountain Falls 
on our way to Binna-Burra Lodge. Our 
guide was Mr Wellish the forest Ranger and 
another guest who was a professor from 
Sydney University. The plan was, that after 
getting to Fountain Falls we girls would 
proceed along the formed track to Binna- 
Burra and the men would return to 
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O’Reilly’s. The jungle was dense and 
extraordinarily beautiful with palms and 
huge tropical rain-forest trees laden with 
stag horns, Elkhorns and massive ‘baskets’ 
of Dendrobium orchids. Great features were 
the Antarctic Beech trees with their exposed 
root systems covered in exquisite mosses, 
lichens and smaller ferns. The blazed trail led 
us along streams where we had to negotiate 
many waterfalls. Nell, an avid photographer, 
would send us on ahead to the top of each 
fall so there would be some indication in her 
photo of the height of each fall. 


At last we came to what turned out to be 
Fountain Falls. I shall never forget what was 
to occur there. On the flat rock platform 
above the 30 foot falls was an enormous 
snake with part of its body draped over the 
edge. What we could see of it would have 
been at least nine feet (three metres) long. It 
was huge in girth too. We yelled out to Nell 
and the others and they quickly came up to 
see what we thought must have been a 
python. We were all spellbound and I don’t 
recall a word being spoken. Nell put down 
her haversack and gently approached the 
snake’s head, took a firm grasp of its neck 
(her grasp not encompassing even half its 
neck) and then with her other hand around 
its lower half began to haul it across to the 
only patch of sunshine on that rocky ledge. 
The snake which must have been half asleep 
swiftly reacted, winding masses of coils 
around her two arms across her chest. There 
was so much snake under Nell’s chin that 
her head was thrust backwards. We were 
screaming “Do something! Do something!” 
Mr Wellish just stood there, powerless it 
seemed and the University professor had 
bolted uphill! 


Meanwhile the python’s most powerful 
weapon, its ability to crush, came into 
action. We could see the sleek surface of the 
coils starting to contract, ripple after ripple, 
squeezing Nell’s arms more and more. But 
Nell’s brain must have been working better 
than any of ours. She staggered the few 
metres over to the creek above the falls and 
put her whole upper body into the water. 
The reaction was instantaneous with the 
snake releasing her. I don’t recall seeing Nell 
get to her feet but I do recall the snake being 


swept the few metres to the edge of that 
waterfall. It surely would have been killed by 
that huge vertical drop. But no, luck was on 
its side, and also a human being who was 
fond of reptiles. The lip of the fall must have 
been uneven so the water current was 
divided. The top half of the snake went one 
way over the fall whilst the lower half went 
the other so that all we could see was this 
great fat loop above the edge. Nell, 
apparently not too traumatized by the 
ordeal, couldn’t see it killed! She quickly 
grabbed her snake stick and with all her 
power on the stick dragged the python back 
from the brink of death. The professor was 
nowhere to be seen. No doubt he had been 
terrorized as much as us. 


We were supposed to have our lunch at the 
falls but I for one felt that all the snakes 
were heading our way, so the men came 
with us uphill some distance, had lunch and 
then parted company. 


I guess there aren’t too many people who 
have been so closely entwined by the coils of 
a constrictor but it didn’t stop Nell’s love of 
reptiles. Years later after the war when Nell 
and Don were farming on the hills of 
Budgeree in Gippsland she whispered to me 
as she took us on a tour of the farm, “I 
won’t take your parents over there.” 
(indicating some low scrub). “That’s where 
Joe Blake and his family live.” Tiger snakes!! 


Nell was a great character and a wonderful 
friend. We loved teasing one another and 
enjoyed one another’s company. I shall miss 
her greatly. 


General Meetings & Excursions 


Friday 25 August: Koalas -— Peter 


Menkhorst 


SUNDAY 27 August: Patterson Lakes. Too 
few names on the list to make a bus feasible 
so we will car pool. Suggest people 
contribute $8 for petrol. Meet 9am at Moe 
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Railway Station. We will first go to Seaford 
swamp (near railway station), then 
Edithvale-Seaford Environment Centre, then 
Braeside Metropolitan Park if time permits. 


Friday 22 September: The Changing Bush 
— David Ashton 


Saturday 23 September: Frog Watch at 
Traralgon RRC Reserve. Suggest we meet 
4.30pm for a walk around the Reserve, tea 
at Bert Thompson Reserve (near Pizza Hut). 
Return to TRRCR to frog watch at dark. 


Finance — Balance 


General A/c $723.78. Cash Management 
Trust $11,458.07 (Investment $2678.25, 
Conservation $6590.82 and Publication 
$2189.00) 


Business Arising, General Business & 
Correspondence 


Spectracopy — Naturalist printing price 
increase from $55 to $70. Will write 
accepting this, and requesting we reduce 100 
copies to 85 copies. 


VFNCA camp planning — first circular has 
been prepared. Rawson Village 
accommodation details have been confirmed. 
Rawson camping ground has been fully 
booked, so only camping available at Moe or 
Walhalla. Insurance will be covered by 
taking out a 2 month cover with the VFNCA 
recommended insurer Aradlay Insurance 
Brokers at ~$95. 


Environment Victoria — planning a forum for 
Environment Groups to meet with State 
Government. Will ask John Poppins if he 
would be interested in representing the club 
to feed in local environment concerns. 


Nature Reserves Brochure meeting — 
Beatrice attended and we planned drawings 
for her to produce. Jackie is typing text. 


Australian Naturalists Network stickers for 
sale at $1 each. 


Conservation Matters 


Dawson burn letter — response from Sue 
Taylor, NR&E. Suggested we meet with 
them, and Rail Trail committee whose 
management covers the area of the reserve. 
Bon suggests Sale FNC be invited. 


Road reserve in Clarke’s Road (Traralgon 
South) which is marked as a site of 
significant vegetation. Jim Blucher was 
concerned about a track used for horse 
riding. Track inspected but decided to take 
no action. 


Hazelwood Power ERC — Lorna to reply to 
submission by July 14. Very little in the 
document of relevance to the Club. 


David Ashton — The Changing Bush. 
David Ashton is a graduate of the University 
of Melbourne School of Botany and has 
spent his working lifetime teaching in the 
Botany School and studying the ecology of 
plant communities in Victoria. His best 
known study is of the Mountain Ash forest 
at Wallaby Creek near Narbethong, which he 
has followed for 50 years. He is currently an 
honorary associate in Botany at both 
Melbourne and LaTrobe Universities. 


Notes from the Committee of Management 
Chairperson’s Report 1999-2000. 


Progress during the year 

e New access steps at the Old Sale 
Road bridge — earthworks by 
personnel and equipment from 
Yallourn Energy; erection of 
steps by the Work for the Dole 
group. 

e Noticeboard, fences and seats 
along the trail — also by the Work 
for the Dole Group. 

e New signage around Moe to the 
trail access points. 


Vandalism is a continuing problem, 
especially on the less frequented sections of 
the trail. 


Issue No. 434 August 2000 


Page § 


eee sss... 


eee — 


ca A ATE 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist 


The committee is still awaiting quotes and 
information re the grading of the section 
from Sullivan’s Track to Hall’s Bay (the 
legal boundary of Yallourn Energy’s 
property). Documentation and agreement 
between Yallourn Energy and the City of 
Latrobe to enable the completion of the trail 
all the way to Yallourn are well overdue. 


Goals for the future 
e Starting the trail at Moe Railway 
Station. 


e Placement of fitness stations 
along the trail, sponsored by local 
health industries. 

e Reforming the entrance to the 
Botanical Gardens from Albert 
Street. 


Thanks go to the hardworking committee 
members, local Scouts and Guides for their 
efforts on Cleanup Australia Day and their 
commitment to further tree planting, the 
Work for the Dole Group and Yallourn 
Energy. 


On a perfect day — sunshine and no wind, 
eighteen eager Field Nats met at the 
Hazelwood Power Wetlands on Brodribb 
Road, Morwell. We gathered in the 
gravelled carpark and Philip started to 
explain the site but gave up as we had 
spotted a pair of Scarlet Robins. We tried 
not to watch the birds and to behave 
ourselves so that he could continue. A large 
gum tree on the site was full of birds as was 
the wetland area itself. The area has a 
pleasant wooden perimeter fence and 
walking path and an excellent bird hide. 


However we didn’t “hide” but spent time in 
deep discussion, referring to numerous 
books, to determine the type of raptor 
(deemed a Brown Falcon) perched at the top 
of a dead tree. As Gill said of the bird “I am 
the centre piece, admire me”; so we did. 


We spent time in the hide watching Black 
Swans, Eurasian Coots, Black Duck, etc 
then strolled around the path to see White- 
fronted chats, Richard’s pipit, a Swamp 
Harrier, Magpie-larks and Australian 


Shelduck, also to check the state of the 
many young trees planted on the site. 


Those responsible for the area are to be 
congratulated as this , when open to the 
public, will become a mecca for bird 
observers. 


We drove to Mathison Park to a delightful 
picnic area on the lake shore at Mackeys 
Road. After lunch Rob de Souza-Daw 
explained the history of the area which 
added another dimension to the landscape — 
thank you Rob. The walking path provided 
good viewing of more water birds including 
Dusky Moorhen, Purple Swamphen, 
Australasian Grebe and Wood Duck as well 
as a Noisy Miner, Eastern Rosella and 
Sacred Ibis. 


Past the ruins of a farm house the track 
entered an area of planted eucalypts and 
acacias which was alive with Brown, Yellow 
and Striated Thornbills, Yellow-faced 
Honeyeaters, Golden Whistlers, Red 
Wattlebirds, Grey Fantails and Superb Fairy 
Wrens. 


It is great to have the opportunity to stand 
amidst the trees, spotting numerous small 
birds, and hearing people discussing “It’s not 
as yellow as the Yellow, or as brown as the 
Brown” and with this strange form of 
English finally deciding upon the species of 
the birds we were watching. 


Pleasant weather, good company, a great 
variety and number of birds — we couldn’t 
have asked for more. 


Alix Williams 


VFNCA CAMP AT RAWSON 
9-12 MARCH 2001 


Full details will be available soon and will be 
published in the September issue of The 
Naturalist. 


The Latrobe Valley Naturalist is published 
by SPECTRACOPY, 87 Hotham Street, 
Traralgon. @ 5174 0554 Fax 5176 1445 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 

Meeting: Friday 22 September The Changing Bush — David Ashton 

Excursion: Saturday 23 September Frog Watch at Traralgon RRC Reserve. Meet 4.30pm at 
Rose Ave entrance for walk around the Reserve, tea at Bert 
Thompson Reserve (near Pizza Hut), return at dark around 
7.30pm for Frog Watch — Rob deSouza-Daw to lead. 


Bird Group Excursion: Monday 2 October. Meet 10am at Maryvale Oval. Contact: 
Elsie Coggan @ 5127 1857. 

Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following the club 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage @ 5634 2246. 

Meeting: Friday 27 October Molluscs of Andersons Inlet — Eddie Beulke 

Excursion: Saturday 28 October cen: Meet 10.30am at the Environment Centre 
at Inverioch. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK Contact: Jack Brooks @ 5623 1563 
FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris 5122 3137 
FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton % 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP Contact: Graeme Rowe & 5662 2449 
Next activities: 20-22 October — Swan Island, Queenscliff — Bar-tailed Godwit, Red Knot etc; 
28 October — Sandy Point — Sanderling; 29 October — West Head, Flinders — Turnstone. 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre % 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Sec. 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Centre &% 5674 3738 
Next activity: Sunday 1 Oct —- Wonthaggi Heathlands. For details contact Environment Centre. 


FRIENDS OF TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR CONSERVATION RESERVE 
Contacts: Alan Chambers & 5174 2706 (Sec). Steve Kurec # 5173 1491 (City Liaison Officer) 


HEYFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE COMMITTEE 
Contacts: Ron Kerr # 5148 2575 (President). Wendy Rhodes # 5148 3058 (Secretary) 


PLEASE NOTE — MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 
See inside back cover for deEi 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 13 OCTOBER 2000 
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Members of our club were greatly saddened 
to learn that Valma Plant passed away in 
hospital in Melbourne in the early hours of 
Thursday 17 August, as the result of a tragic 
accident. 

Valma was born in Melbourne in 1921 and 
grew up in Boolarra and later in Traralgon, 
where she spent the rest of her life and to 
which she gave so much. She was a warm 
and generous of spirit friend and contributor 
to our club, ever ready to assist in her quiet 
way with distribution of our magazine, 
making newcomers welcome, supper 
organisation and so on. Her long 
involvement in the Traralgon Historical 
Society, of which she was a foundation and 
life member, and in the development of 
Walhalla also had benefits for our club; her 
knowledge of regional history assisted our 
input to the Jungadale Conservation 
Reserve, as just one example. Valma was 
also a ‘friend’ assisting the rangers at the 


Tarra-Bulga National Park Visitors 
Information Centre at Balook. 
For her many contributions to the 


community, Valma was awarded the Medal 
in the Order of Australia earlier this year, an 
occasion noted with much pleasure in our 
club. 


We extend our deepest sympathy to her 
husband, Noel, her sister Gweneth and other 
members of her family. A good many 
members were present at the service of 
thanksgiving for her life in Traralgon Uniting 
Church on Monday 21 August. 


Chris Horne 


Chris Horne began his talk by pointing out 
that Australia has about of 25,000 species of 
flowering plants and New Zealand has 2500. 
Eucalypts are not native to New Zealand but 
fossil Eucalyptus pollen is present. 
Glaciation is postulated to have exterminated 
them. Glaciers were widespread. in NZ 


during the last ice age but Tasmania was the 
only Australian State to be glaciated. 


One major difference between the floras is 
the numbers of divaricating shrubs. Twenty 
five families show this form which allows the 
plant to branch at right angles and produce 
small tough leaves until the plant reaches 
three metres in height when the branching 
and leaf shape change to more usual 
branching forms and larger leaves. This 
juvenile foliage is thought to be an 
adaptation to browsing Moas. The large, 
now extinct birds would have found it 
difficult to browse in the thicket like growth. 
An example of this is Horoeka 
(Psuedopanax crassifolius). Other 
Psuedopanax species grow in Queensland 
but none show divaricated growth form. 
Australian browsing animals are more likely 
to have to cope with prickles and spines. 
Chris commented that the creeping fig shows 
a growth form of small leaves closely 
appressed to roots or walls until they reach 
the top when the stems leave the substrate 
and produce much larger leaves. This may be 
a similar protection from browsers. 


Another difference in the floras is the 
presence of epiphytes (usually a feature of 
tropical forests) in the cold temperate forests 
of NZ, compared to eucalypt forests, which 
have few epiphytes. The epiphytes in NZ 
include species of Schefflera (the umbrella 
plant also found in Queensland), 24 species 
of Astelia (a lily, one species of which grows 
on the Baw Baws) and Griselinia (also 
Chile). The NZ forests have the many 
layered complexity of a tropical montane 
forest. The form is similar to that of the East 
Gippsland rainforests and they share 
Supplejacks in common. Griselinia, which 
often germinates in an Astelia ‘nest’, 
behaves like a strangler fig in that it puts 
down aerial roots and eventually takes over 
its host, usually a podocarp in the final stage 
of its life. Climbers such as Rubus 
(blackberry) species are common. 


New Zealand has a large number of 
dioecious (separate male and female) plants 
and a large number that are wind pollinated, 
such as Coprosma. Possibly the reason for 
dioecism is the glaciation. Re-colonisation 
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favoured the maximum diversity of dioecious 
plants, which were able to fill many niches. 
Hebes, though not dioecious, have managed 
to diversify into a huge number of species 
through their ability to produce a large range 
of leaves, and occupy niches from coast to 
mountaintop. 


A large number of New Zealand species 
came from the old continent of Gondwana, 
so that NZ has species in common with 
other Gondwana countries including 
Australia. There are many species that 
arrived from Australia via birds, wind or sea. 
An example of the Gondwanan species is 
Fuschia (which it shares with Chile — 
Fuschias have spread as far as Mexico and 
Tahiti). The smallest and largest Fuschia are 
New Zealand species. The smallest, F. 
procumbens, is deciduous, prostrate and has 
erect flowers and fruit, remarkably similar to 
our native fuschia (Correa decumbens, a 
totally unrelated species) which is also 
prostrate and has erect flowers and fruit, 
unlike the other members of their respective 
genera. This is an example of convergent 
evolution. 


Other Gondwana species common to both 
countries are gymnosperms (Kauri, Celery 
Pines — Phyllocladus, Podocarpus and 
others), the Restionaceae and Nothofagus. 
New Zealand has four species and two sub 
species of Nothofagus, Chile has eight and 
Australia, three. Nothofagus seed is killed 
almost immediately in salt water and as 
germination takes place close to parent trees, 
it is a very slow  coloniser. Mt 
Taranaki/Egmont has no southern beech 
recolonisation 500 years after volcanic 
eruption killed the forests there. There is no 
Nothofagus in the glaciated areas of the 
South Island and none on Stewart Island, 10 
kilometres of the SI coast. Chris said it has 
no reason to develop dispersal mechanisms 
as it dominated Gondwana and had no need 
to spread. Libertia pulchella (Iridaceae - 
occurs at Baw Baw), Myrtles are other 
Gondwanan examples. 


Birds blown off course and sea birds are 
major dispersal factors in colonisation. The 
tropical elements of New Zealand floras are 
most likely to have spread this way. The 


Lacebark and Hibiscus (Malvaceae) are 
examples. Another NZ mallow is 
Plagianthus, (once the name of the 
Australian Gynotrix). Acaena_ (Bidgee 
Widgee, which has been distributed to all 
sub-Antarctic islands, no doubt by sea birds), 
Astelia, Arthropodium (Chocolate lily) and 
Dianella (Flax lily) are other likely bird 
spread species. Seeds, such as the corky 
seeds of Sophora (which has the divaricated 
juvenile form of growth) and coconuts, can 
be spread by sea currents and can survive up 
to 5 years in salt water. Mangroves 
(Avicinnia) are another sea borne coloniser. 
Chris pointed out that while New Zealand 
has fewer species of plants than Australia, 
the number of families is about the same, 
with many families represented by one 
member — eg (Ballart) Exocarpus. Another 
feature of the flora is many species are wind 
pollinated and have inconspicuous flowers as 
there are few insects. Normally the west 
wind drift only allows one way traffic but 
there is one example of reverse migration to 
Australia, the New Zealand Christmas tree. 
Metrosideros has been shown by DNA 
fingerprinting to originate in New Zealand, 
Its light seeds has allowed two species to 
develop in Queensland and the genus is 
found as far away as Hawaii. Some 
Metrosideros species germinate in trees like 
Griselinia and put down aerial roots. The 
coastal species often grows on cliffs and puts 
out aerial roots after cliff erosion or falls to 
re-stabilize itself. 


Chris finished his talk by listing more shared 
genera and species: Elaeocarpus (two 
species), Pomaderris (many), Hedycarya 
(Austral mulberry), Derwentia (previously 
Parahebe and before that, Veronica), 
Solanum aviculare, Dodonaea _ viscosa, 
Corynocarpus, Peperomia (two species 
shared with New Zealand. Epiphytic.) and 
Piperaceae. 


Jackie Tims 
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CARRAJUNG > CONSERVATION 
RESERVE ASSOCIATION AGM 


The Annual General Meeting of the 
Carrajung Conservation Reserve Association 
Inc, which is responsible for the new 
Jungadale Reserve, was held on Friday 1 
September at the Carrajung South Primary 
School. 


President Theo Morsink reported on a year 
of considerable progress. He rightly praised 
the recently completed work of the Green 
Corps team of ten committed young people, 
under the leadership of Kerrie Spencer. Two 
walking tracks, one 1.9km circuit walk 
which descends steeply into a ferny gully and 
one short nature walk, were surveyed, 
marked and constructed by the team, 
working in difficult terrain. They also 
erected interpretive signage and picnic tables 
for use by visitors. On 25 August, the Trust 
for Nature presented its Conservation 
Covenant to the association. The reserve is 
now included on the Register of 
Environmental Associations, which makes it 
possible to receive tax-deductible donations. 


Theo paid tribute to the dedication of 
retiring secretary Derek Amos, who has 
done the protracted leg-work to secure the 
various vital legal arrangements and 
governmental recognitions. We owe Derek 
considerable gratitude for his work right 
from the inception of the project. 


Future work will include the construction of 
a bus turning circle and toilet, and of further 
interpretive signage. 


The election of office-bearers for 2000-2001 
saw positions filled as follows: 


President Theo Morsink 
Vice-president Philip Rayment 
Secretary Ross Scott (WGCMA) 
Treasurer Audrey Uber 


Following the formalities, Theo introduced 
our guest speaker for the evening, Gary 
Wallis, who is Bushcare Facilitator for the 
West Gippsland CMA. 


Gary overviewed for us the draft West 
Gippsland Native Vegetation Plan, recently 
released by the Minister responsible for 
DNRE, Sherryl Garbutt. This management 
plan is one of ten, covering the State of 
Victoria, and the public consultation period 
is open until 30 November. 


The West Gippsland Plan is based on 
detailed scientific work which identifies 
some 100 ecological vegetation classes. 
Gary explained that the problems of erosion, 
slumping, salinity and loss of biodiversity 
across the region are all concerns for the 
WGCMaA as managers of the catchments. 


painted a grim and challenging picture. 
In West Gippsland, some 86% of the original 
native vegetation on freehold land has been 
cleared, and much of the remaining 14% is 
degraded, for example by grazing. Further, 
over 200 plant and over 100 animal species 
are now classified as rare or threatened in 
the region. 


The vision statement for future management 
emphasises reduction in the fragmentation of 
the remaining native vegetation. A good 
example is a plan to revegetate wet gullies in 
South Gippsland which link the isolated 
small areas which still support the lyrebird, 
and thereby enhance its genetic viability. 
Gary explained that many farmers are 
supporting this work. 


In overview, the management plan aims to 


(i) maintain the extent of all types of 
native vegetation at a minimum of 
1998 levels; 

(ii) increase representation of all 
ecological vegetation classes to at 
least 15% of pre-white-settlement 
levels, noting that a 30-35% level is 
broadly desirable for ecological 
sustainability. 


Philip Rayment 
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REPORT ON oo SHES 
HELD 21.8.2000 — 


General Meetings & Excursions 


Friday 22 September: The Changing bush 
— David Ashton 


Saturday 23 September: Frog Watch at 
Traralgon RRC Reserve. Meet 4.30pm at 
Rose Ave entrance for walk around the 
Reserve, tea at Bert Thompson Reserve 
(near Pizza Hut) — electric BBQ, shelter and 
seats available. Return to frog watch at dark 
around 7.30pm — Rob deSouza-Daw will 
ead. 


Friday 27 October: Molluscs of Andersons 
Inlet — Eddie Beulke 


Saturday 28 October: Andersons Inlet — 
meet 10.30am at Environment Centre at 
Inverloch. 


Finance — Balance 


General A/c $440.48. Cash Management 
Trust $11,713.88 Investment $2,934.06, 
Conservation $6,590.82 and Publication 
$2,189.00) 


Business Arising, General Business & 
Correspondence 


Environment Victoria forum — John Poppins 
prepared to represent the club. 


Naturalist collection and distribution — we 
need a volunteer to take over these tasks. 


Program planning meeting — suggested date 
Thursday 12 October at Elsie Coggan’s. 


Sspring Camp at Lake Tyers —- 
accommodation $15 to be paid in advance. 
Wendy to make enquiries about possible 
activities. 


VFNCA Camp March 2001 — first circular 
to be sent end of August. 


Spectracopy acknowledgement in Naturalist 
to be “Printed and supported by Spectracopy 
Traralgon” 


Bat Roost Box public launch. Letter has 
been sent to CMA from R deSouza-Daw 
regarding the launch. Phil will ring Dale 
Simmons to discuss the content. 


Name tags — reminder to wear these where 
possible. 


Ellen Lyndon article from material sent by 
club members to be published in Victorian 
Naturalist — advance copy sent to Bon. 


Latrobe Region Nature Guide progress — 
Jackie has typed text, and Phil and Wendy 
are in process of editing. 


Conservation Matters 


Dawson burn letter response from NRE 
suggest we meet to discuss matter — meeting 
7.30pm NRE offices Traralgon Thursday 28 
September or Thursday 8 October. 


Hazelwood Environmental Review 
Committee — will send letter of appreciation 
of developments at Brodribb Road. Elsie has 
sent updated bird list. 
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Black Swan Yellow Thornbill 
Australian Shelduck Striated Thornbill 
Pacific Shelduck Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
Hardhead Scarlet Robin 
Australasian Grebe Golden Whistler 
White-faced Heron Grey Shrike-thrush 
Australian White Ibis Magpie Lark 
Straw-necked Ibis Grey Fantail 
Purple Swamphen Willie Wagtail 
Dusky Moorhen Magpie 
Masked Lapwing Australian Raven 
Eastern Rosella Little Raven 
Superb Fairy Wren Welcome Swallow 
Striated Pardalote Blackbird 
Brown Thornbill Starling 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill Common Mynah 
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BRODRIBB RD WETLANDS 29.7.00 == 


Black Swan Flame Robin 
Australian Shelduck Golden Whistler 
White-faced Heron Grey Shrike-thrush 
_ Swamp Harrier Magpie Lark 
Little Eagle Grey Fantail 
Australian Hobby Willie Wagtail 
Masked Lapwing Magpie 
Superb Fairy Wren Little Raven 
Brown Thornbill Richard’s Pipit 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill House Sparrow 
Red Wattlebird Welcome Swallow 
White-fronted Chat Common Starling 
Jacky Winter Common Myna 
Scarlet Robin 
Harry Pappas 27.7.2000 
The current project is funded by 
Environment Australia Bushcare and 


Wetlands Units. The aim is to have a bird list 
for every one of Australia’s 880 1° blocks, to 
have an up-to-date record of the distribution 
and abundance of an estimated 800 bird 
species. 


Up until May this year 8,000 bird watchers 
had contributed, and 94% of the 1° blocks 
had been visited, with 1.7 million birds and 
753 species recorded. This compares with 
738 species and 2.7 million sightings over 
the five years of the first Atlas. 


Since the 1977-81 Atlas was completed it is 
well documented that 10 million hectares of 
Australian land had been cleared with an 
estimated loss of 150 million birds. 


Land clearing in North Queensland flattens 
termite mounds the Golden Shouldered 
Parrot uses as a nest by burrowing into the 
mound and laying its eggs on the soft soil. A 
moth then flies in and lives on the droppings 
of the nestlings; later a Gouldian Finch uses 
the nest to lay its own eggs and raise a 
family. 


An early comparison using results of the 
current Atlas — the Scarlet Robin is only half 
as likely to be seen in its range today as it 
was during the first Atlas. 


Using _latitude/longitude positions, the 
preferred method of search for this Atlas is a 
2 hectare habitat block for 20 minutes on a 
seasonal basis or an area search for 20 
minutes from a 500 metres of 5 kilometres 
central point, monthly. Provision is made on 
the record sheets for unusual or incidental 
observations or evidence of positive 
breeding. 


A bird is considered to be breeding if a nest 
is found with eggs or young under a 
brooding bird or newly fledged young are 
seen with parents in the vicinity of a nest. A 
bird seen to make repeated visits to a nest or 
hollow carrying food or nesting material is 
not sufficient evidence of breeding. 


Funds for the present “Birds Australia’ Atlas 
ends December after three and a half years. 


Elsie Coggan 


The Club’s 24 June excursion saw us head 
for Sale, to meet up with a welcoming 
contingent of Sale FNC members at Lake 
Guthridge. 


Our convoy initially proceeded to the 
recently restored Sale Powder Magazine. 
This historic building is near Lake Guyatt, 
on the opposite side of Flooding Creek, and 
is conveniently accessed from Stephenson 
Street (which runs off the South Gippsland 
Highway). Our Sale friends had arranged for 
historian Peter Synan to meet us at the 
magazine and to outline the restoration work 
over the past five or so years. This has been 
a massive project. The magazine had been 
converted into a private house in about 
1930, with additions of poor quality around 
the core of brick and slate construction. 


The magazine was originally used to store 
gunpowder or blasting powder for use in 
quartz mining at the Walhalla and other 
goldfields. Its location was conveniently 
close to the Port of Sale as the port of entry. 
The structure was surrounded by a moat, as 
protection from fire. It was built in 1864, 
opened in 1865 and closed as a government 
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store as early as 1881, with the downturn in 
mining activity. However, private use as a 
store continued for some years. It was sold 
in 1925 and remained in the hands of one 
family until purchased by the City of Sale. 


The construction is of considerable interest. 
The floor is of 11/8 inch thick baltic pine, 
and no nails were used in its construction. 
The magazine featured barrel vaulting, to 
direct any accidental blast skywards rather 
than outwards. It featured elaborate copper 
strapping to conduct any lightning strikes to 
earth. The restoration of the magazine and 
surrounding area has been magnificently 
carried out, and is a credit to the team of 
volunteers involved. They hope in time to 
establish a museum within the building. 


A most attractive approach to it in the form 
of an avenue of oaks has been planted out. 


From the magazine, we crossed Flooding 
Creek to stroll around Lake Guyatt, being 
impressed by the extensive recent plantings 
and the care of the area. This wetland area 
was enlarged about seven years ago by 
building up embankments. 


The final part of the excursion took us to the 
attractive picnic area at the eastern end of 
the Sale Common boardwalk, for lunch and 
a stroll around to the bird hide on the Long 
Waterhole. Elsie Coggan has provided a bird 
list for the day. Despite the relative scarcity 
of birds in the still very dry conditions, we 
enjoyed the day, and the common was a new 
find for several of those present. The 
common is at the western end of a chain of 
internationally important wetlands including 
Dowd Morass and The Heart Morass. Their 
future management is an issue if considerable 
significance. 


Philip Rayment 

(With apologies for writing more about the built 
environment then the natural one, but it was that 
sort of excursion!) 

Over the past 18 months, the Friends of Baw 
Baw National Park with help from other 
local Gippsland groups, have spent many 
days out in the wild hair tubing for Tiger 


Quolls. Following training workshops, they 
selected areas in the region with past records 
of the animal or which contained likely 
habitat. 


This is slow work involving lots of walking 
and waiting but the Friends and their friends 
have now covered a lot of territory and 
undertaken two surveys. The first survey 
produced few hairs and no Tiger Quoll 
records. The second, conducted this year, 
produced large numbers of hairs, which are 
currently being analysed. 


Along the way, while they’re searching for 
signs of Tiger Quolls, the Friends have come 
across habitat with all of the characteristics 
needed by the nationally threatened 
Mountain Pygmy Possum. They have 
included this species in their activities and 
have carried out one trap survey. Whilst this 
produced no evidence of the possum, they 
will return to try again in more suitable 
weather conditions. 


The Friends of Baw Baw have developed 
excellent skills in planning and undertaking 
hair tube surveys and will continue with 
these in the future. 

Reproduced from the Newsletter of the 
Threatened Species Network (Vic), August 
2000 edition. 

DON2LFORGEL.... 2 
SPRING CAMP AT LAKE TYERS 


14 — 15 October. Contact Wendy for details. 


PROGRAM PLANNING for 2001 


Meeting is Thursday 12 October at Elsie 
Coggan’s. If you have any suggestions re 
speakers and/or excursions please pass them 
on to Wendy or Philip beforehand. 


VFNCA MARCH 2001 CAMP 


Friday 9 to Monday 12 March at Rawson. 
Full details next month. 


SS 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Club: Contact: Meeting: 
Latrobe Valley Secretary 7.30 pm on the fourth Friday of 
FNC Inc. Mrs W Savage each month at the Latrobe 
LVENC Inc. Community Health Service, 
PO Box 1205 Fowler Street 
Morwell 3840 Moe Vic. 3825 
@ 5634 2246 
Assistant Secretary 
Ms J Tims 
# 9589 4047 or 5634 2628 
Sale FNC Mrs Betty Jarvis 7.30 pm on first Friday of each 
64 Powerscourt St month at The Gwen Webb Hall 
Maftra 3860 Market St, off Raglan St, near 
@ 51472151 Zion College, Sale Vic 3850 
Bairnsdale FNC Inc. Mrs Pat Tratt 8 pm on the third Friday of each 
P.O. Box 563. month at Noweyung, 84 Goold 
Bairnsdale 3875 Street, Bairnsdale Vic 3875 
@ 5156 2683 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 

Meeting: Friday 27 October Molluscs of Andersons Inlet — Eddie Beulke 

Excursion: Saturday 28 October Andersons Inlet. Meet 10.30am at the Inverloch 
Environment Centre. Look at Flat Rocks and Eagles Nest, 
then Boardwalk in afternoon. May view dinosaur dig tape 
in Environment Centre at lunchtime. 

Bird Group Excursion: Monday 6 November — AP Settlement Ponds. It was too 
wet last time so we will try again. Meet 10am at Maryvale 
Oval. Contact: Elsie Coggan ‘@ 5127 1857. 


Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following the club 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage & 5634 2246. 

Meeting: Friday 24 November Marine Invaders — Margaret Clayton 

Excursion: Saturday 25 November Morwell NP Fosters Gully. Meet 10am at Kerry Road 
picnic area. 


FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK Contact: Jack Brooks @ 5623 1563 ; 
FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris @ 5122 3137 


FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton @ 5625 1293 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP Contact: Graeme Rowe @ 5662 2449 
Next activity: 17 to 19 November — Swan Island, Queenscliff — Bar-tailed Godwit, Red Knot ete. 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre @ 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Sec. & 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Centre & 5674 3738 
Next activity: Sunday 5 Nov — Cape Liptrap Walkerville. For details contact Environment Centre. 


FRIENDS OF TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR CONSERVATION RESERVE 
Contacts: Alan Chambers # 5174 2706 (Sec). Steve Kurec @ 5173 1491 (City Liaison Officer) 


HEYFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE COMMITTEE 
Contacts: Ron Kerr 5148 2575 (President). Wendy Rhodes 5148 3058 (Secretary) 
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PLEASE NOTE —- MEMBERSHIP WILL LAPSE IF SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOT PAID 
See inside back cover for details. 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 10 NOVEMBER 2000 


Tene No. 436 October 2000 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist 


Talk by Peter Menkhorst, Flora & Fauna 
Program, NRE. 25.8.00 


One of Peter's tasks over the past few years has 
been the development of a Koala Management 
Strategy for Victoria. 


Population History Koalas in Victoria are not 
considered to be threatened, in fact in some 
areas are too numerous. There has been some 
loss of genetic diversity, although the 
significance of this is unclear. 


Early settlers don't mention Koalas much. By 
1860s however we start to get lots of reports. 
For example, Mr Paris reports from the 
Goulburn, near Seymour, that population 
increased dramatically. 


It is hypothesised that Aboriginal people kept 
the Koala population low by harvesting for 
meat and fur. As Aboriginal society broke 
down and their own population crashed the 
koala population rose. By the 1890s koalas 
were abundant and millions were shot for a 
large fur industry. This was accompanied by 
great growth in land clearing and a series of 
major wildfires. 


The early 1900s saw a crash in population. In 
the late 20s and 30s the then Department of 
Fisheries and Game became concemed. The 
chief inspector, Fred Lewis, took an interest. 
He travelled widely, talking to rural people and 
schoolchildren, asking whether they knew of 
Koalas in their district. 


An article in the ‘Victorian Naturalist’ in 1935 
concluded that Koalas were virtually extinct. 
Small populations remained in South 
Gippsland and the Strzeleckis. There were 
probably a few on the Mornington Peninsula, 
and in the far southwest. It was estimated that 
fewer than 1000 remained in the state. 


Some early settlers in Westernport introduced 
Koalas to French Island in the 1890s and later 
to Phillip Island. These flourished. By 1923 
some French Island farmers complained of tree 
destruction. The Fisheries and Game 
Department began transferring some from the 
island to other habitats. They looked for safe 
sites, so tended to choose islands as 
destinations for translocations. Kangaroo Island 
was one of these. Many species were released 


there and on Wilsons Promontory, assuming 
that they would find refuge, in spite of the fact 
that for some species the habitat was 
inappropriate. 


Quail Island in Westernport also suffered an 
explosion in numbers in the early 1940s, great 
damage being done. Large numbers of Koalas 
starved. In 1944 Crosbie Morrison's ‘Wildlife 
magazine publicised this, creating controversy 
over causes and cures. The Government was 
slow to react and tried to blame insects for 
defoliation. Photographs of the corpses of 
starved Koalas fallen out of trees forced action 
and 1400 animals were removed from that little 
island. There are no Koalas there today and the 
island has recovered. 


The translocated Koalas were taken to 
numerous sites in Victoria. Photographs 
showed catching methods, the measuring, the 
crates and the small boat used. 


Translocation has been under way for over 75 
years Victoria. It is one of the largest 
reintroduction programs in the world, and one 
of most successful. It is Victoria's only 
threatened species program to have been really 
successful. During the 1950s and 60s major re- 
stocking areas included the Grampians, Mt 
Cole, the Stony Rises, and Mt Alexander. 
Since then releases have taken place at 
numerous sites throughout the natural range in 
Victoria. 


By the 1940s 3,350 had been moved, half of 
them from Quail Island. In 1957 and '58 1,500 
were moved from French Island. The rate 
slowed in the '60s then increased again. 
Approximately 17,000 Koalas have been 
translocated to over 200 sites. 


Table 1. Victorian Koala translocations per 
decade 


Decade Noof Years No of Koalas No. Source Popns 
1920’s 5 79 1 
1930’s 7 275 1 
1940’s 9 3350 6 
1950’s 9 3546 7 
1960’s 7 485 5 
1970’s 10 1102 2 
1980’s 9 2382 2 
1990’s 10 4883 5 
TOTAL 62 16,102 12 


Lr aaa 


Issue No. 436 October 2000 


Page I 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist 


There has been some criticism to the effect 
that we are just moving the problem. This is 
partly true, but not entirely justified. The 
number of problem populations has not 
grown. In the '40s there were 6 problem 
sites, there are now 5. However, even as 
recently as the late ‘70s we were putting 
them into some inappropriate places, for 
example, Tower Hill game reserve which is 
too small and isolated. 


Mt Eccles seemed large enough at 9000 ha 
but 30 Koalas placed there in 1972 have 
now multiplied to 10,000 and the forest is 
seriously threatened. A map of recorded 
sites shows Koalas now widespread in 
lowland areas. Of the 200 release sites 
mapped, there are 5 problem sites, so the 
great majority have been successful. 


Koalas again inhabit the Strathbogies, 
Brisbane Ranges, Ballarat, Bendigo, 
Castlemaine, the Grampians, the lower 
Glenelg River and the Otways. 


Population Management. Koalas are 
robust animals. There has been some 
mortality in translocation, but most survived 
to breed, too successfully in some areas 
where the problem is now over browsing. 
Photos illustrated the tufted appearance of 
trees defoliated by Koalas, the result of the 
inability of the heavy animals to reach the 
finer branches. Insect attack would have 
taken all the leaves. Near Warrnambool, on 
the Framlingham Aboriginal Cooperative 
there is remnant messmate but koalas have 
wiped out the manna gum. 


Translocation is no longer a_ preferred 
option, as little unoccupied habitat remains. 


Culling has been advocated. It is cost 
effective but ‘lacks community support', so 
would not be endorsed by any politician in 
the near future. The committee asked by the 
South Australian Government to consider 
measures for Kangaroo Island recommended 
culling. A huge outcry resulted, here and 
overseas. The Federal government formed 
the impression that European, Japanese, and 
US animal welfare groups could create 
boycott on tourism, creating costs greater 
than the savings from culling. 


Fertility Control. Fertility control trials are 
now being conducted to enable control of 
problem populations. 


Chlamydia is a sexually transmitted disease 
which is widespread in Victoria but not so 
prevalent in sites subject to over browsing. It 
happened that the French Island animals 
were free of the disease, so are their 
descendants. The Mt Eccles and Snake 
Island colonies have chlamydia, with many 
females infertile as a result. However 
population growth is still too fast. There is a 
severe ethical problem introducing such 
nasty disease, which cannot be controlled 
and may have an unpredictable impact. 


So the chosen option is reducing the 
birthrate by artificial means. It is more 
ethically and politically acceptable. A 
working party was formed to consider 
options for birth control. 


Criteria include: species and site specificity; 
potential to influence population fertility; 
solution needed now; ethical acceptability; 
practicable up to a few thousand animals; 
easily administered in one shot; effective for 
a long duration; predictability, no serious 
side effects; reversible in medium to long 
term to give flexibility in managing 
individual populations. 


Accepted population management theory 
says it is more effective to treat females. 


Testing is being done with two types of 
hormonal implants in a slow release silastic 
tube 25mm long by 2mm diameter, placed 
under the skin between the shoulder blades. 


A trial at Tower Hill has 30 females with 
progestin, 15 with low dose estrogen, 15 
higher dose estrogen and 30 controls. These 
90 animals have been followed over 3 years. 
The results are quite good. Checks in July 
1997, and July 98 showed that 18 of the 
untreated control group found had 17 pouch 
young, so about 90% have a young each 
year. 


In the low dose estrogen group 3 of 9 had 
pouch young in the first year, in the second 
year there were no young. In the higher dose 
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estrogen group there were no young in the 
first year, and of 7 recovered in the second 
year there was one young. 


The progestin group produced no young. 


The hormones have worked well, implants 
have lasted 3 1/2 years, and it is hoped they 
will last 5 to 7 years. Female reproductive 
life is up to 10 years. The problem is that 
insertion is labour intensive, needing a vet to 
do the implants. It will be expensive on a 
large scale. It is thought that the Tower Hill 
and French Island colonies can be managed 
this way. 


Vasectomies have also been tried. It is a 
relatively easy operation, with release after 1 
hour. A trial has been done on French Island 
in a relatively closed population group which 
includes 40 males and 40 to 50 females. 
They caught as many as possible, and 
monitored for results for 3 years. To work 
well this method needs a strong dominance 
hierarchy. However studies elsewhere have 
indicated that dominant males don't 
monopolise mating. Previously the 
reproductive figures for this community, 
were 65-80% of adult females produce a 
young in a given year. The rate dropped to 
21% 2 years later, but has risen to 40% since 
then as new males moved onto the site. The 
process is relatively cheap and the rate 
reasonably encouraging, though it gives less 
control over birthrate. . 


Trials have commenced on Snake Island 
with a new method, immuno contraception, 
testing a trial group of 48 females in 3 weeks 
time to see if they have developed antigens. 
This involves vaccinating females with the 
coating of the egg of a brushtail possum, a 
protein called ZP3. The theory is that the 
animal's immune system recognises egg 
protein as an invasive organism and creates 
antigens. The female's own immune system 
then blocks production of the protein. This 
inhibits the ability of the sperm to fertilise 
the egg. There are no potential side effects 
to the animal. There may be the issue of 
reduction of genetic diversity to that of the 
fewer females which are left to breed but this 
is a matter for management at the level of 
the population. The vaccine is a liquid, so 


could potentially be used with darts or a 
needle on a long pole used to inject the 
animal. without having to capture it. 


The method is being used in US to control 
deer in urban areas, using a ‘bio bullet' of a 
compound which breaks down and releases 
the vaccine. 


Other Management Issues 


Reduced genetic variability as result of 
translocation from the French Island 
population which began with possibly as few 
as two females and an unknown but small 
number of males. In theory this is not 
healthy, but in practice the population seems 
robust. An exception is slightly higher 
genetic diversity in populations in South 
Gippsland. 


Peter would like to survey genetic diversity 
from Westernport to Yarram, Moe to 
Refuge Cove to check extent and strength of 
genetic variation. Since the late 1980s policy 
has been no translocations into the area 
south of the Princes highway between 
longitudes 146 and 147 degrees. (These 
correspond to Darnum and Fulham on the 
Princes highway.) There is potential to make 
greater use of South Gippsland animals in 
the long term. 


Habitat Management. Koalas will accept a 
fairly wide variety of eucalypt species but are 
fairly fussy about individual trees. Trees on 
more fertile areas seem to be favoured. 
Habitat fragmentation and degradation 
impedes dispersal and gene flow. Koalas are 
quite mobile, endangered on roads. 


Chlamydia. We know little about this 
sexually transmitted disease, its current 
virulence and strains. Chlamydia seems not 
to be having great effect, though it was 
implicated in crashes in 1970s in the Phillip 
Island and Grampian populations. 


John Poppins 
VENCA MARCH 2001 CAMP 


Information pages 5 and 6. For booking 
form and map — contact Wendy. 
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General Meetings & Excursions 

Friday 27 October: Molluscs of Andersons 
Inlet — Eddie Beulke 

Saturday 28 October: Related excursion to 


Andersons Inlet. Meet 10.30am at 
Environment Centre at Inverloch. Look at 
Flat Rocks and Eagles Nest, then Boardwalk 
in afternoon. May view dinosaur dig tape in 
Environment Centre at lunchtime. 

Friday 24 November: Marine Invaders — 
Margaret Clayton 

Saturday 25 November: Morwell NP 
Fosters Gully. Meet 10am Kerry Road picnic 
area. 


Finance — Balance 

General A/c $547.48. Cash Management 
Trust $11,713.88 (Investmt. $2934.06, 
Conservn. $6590.82 & Publicatn. $2189.00) 


Business Arising, General Business & 
Correspondence 


Dawson burn — Helen Hoppner has 
suggested we meet with some of the 
Dawson Rail Trail c’ttee; date still to be set. 


Parks Victoria Community Grants — we will 
not apply this year. 


Draft West Gippsland Native Vegetation 
Plan from WGCMA -— Jackie will prepare 
comments, due in November. 


Naturalist distribution — Bruce has collected 
and distributed it this month and will 
continue at this stage. No volunteers at GM. 


Spring Camp 14 & 15 October — 16 on list 
with some more possibles. Wendy has details 
of many suitable activities. 


VFENCA March camp — first circular mailed 
to Clubs and previous participants mid 
September. Lorna has opened account. 


Latrobe Region Nature Guide — text has 
been compiled and edited for consistency 
and appropriate length. Further adjustments 
may need to be made during layout. Beatrice 


has made progress on drawings, and samples 
have been scanned. 


Conservation Matters 


Carrajung conservation Reserve AGM 
report in September Naturalist. Phil is now 
Vice President. Gary Wallis, Bushcare 
Facilitator for WGCMA talked on Native 
Vegetation. 


Wendy has assisted with two local Landcare 
Field Days with identification of local 
species and encouraging the planting of 
understorey plants. 


Hazelwood Power Environmental Review 
Committee meeting attended by Lorna. 
Working on EPA report. Plantings in 
Wetlands are becoming inundated with 
recent heavy rains. 


GUEST SPEAKER FOR OCTOBER 


Eddie Beulke — Mollusc Species at 
Andersons Inlet. Eddie Beulke is a 
malacologist (studies shells and the animal 
inside) who lives locally. He surveyed 
Andersons Inlet over a period of 10 years to 
compile material on the shelled species there 
in the past and present. 


GUEST SPEAKER FOR NOVEMBER 


Professor Margaret Clayton — Marine 
Invaders. Margaret Clayton is Professor and 
Head, Department of Biological Sciences at 
Monash University. Her background is in 
Botany, specifically brown algae and its 
evolution and life history. She is also 
interested in Antarctic macro algae and the 
use of algae in bioassays of seawater quality. 


NATIVE FLOWER SHOW ~ 


Australian Plants Society Sth Gipps Group 
Native Flower Show, Koonwarra Saleyards, 
November 4 & 5, 10am to 5pm. Entry $2.00 
Enquiries @ 5662 424 


VENCA MARCH CAMP ~ 


Booking forms and map — contact Wendy. 
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YFNCA 2001 MARCH CAMP 
RAWSON - CENTRAL GIPPSLAND 9th - 12th MARCH 2001 
Hosted by the Latrobe Valley Fieid Naturalist Club Inc. 


FIRST CIRCULAR 


The Latrobe Valley FNC would like to invite you to the March 2001 VFNCA camp to be based 
at Rawson, north of the Latrobe Valley. This circular provides details of the accommodation 
and an application and excursion selection form. 


VENUE: Rawson Village, Pinnacle Drive, Rawson 


DATES: Friday 9th March - Lunchtime Monday 12th March 
Registration available from 4 pm. Rooms to be vacated by 10 am Monday 


COSTS: 3 nights accommodation & meals: $150 per head 
(Sat breakfast - Mon lunch) 
Own accommodation: $80 per head 


(with lunches & dinners Sat - Mon supplied) 


ACCOMMODATION 


Rawson Village provides comfortable accommodation for up to 180 people in either the hostel 
or lodge. The hostel section contains rooms with 3 double bunks plus ensuite. The older lodge 
section accommodates 2 or 3 people to a room, with shared bathroom and tea making facilities. 
Pillows and blankets will be provided, but participants will need to bring their own linen or 
sleeping bags, and towels etc. 


Meals to be provided are breakfast, lunch and dinner from Saturday breakfast through to 
Monday iunch inclusive. Friday night dinner wiil not be included, but may be booked in 
advance at an approximate cost of $13 (plus GST). Cooked breakfasts and 2-course dinners 
will be provided, and lunches of sandwiches and fruit will be supplied to take on excursions. 
Supper is available each night with self-service tea and coffee making facilities. Rosters wil! 
only be required to clear tables. 
The Rawson Caravan Park is already fully booked, but participants wishing to camp can use 
the Karingal Scout Camp which is about 16 km from Rawson. Sites are $4 per person per day 
and 15 sites have been tentatively reserved for the 3 nights from 9th - 11th. If you would like to 
camp please contact Phil Rayment on 51221050 ASAP. 


PROGRAM 


Full day and half day excursions will be conducted on Saturday, Sunday and Monday morning 
led by local and invited field naturalists. The registration form provides space for indicating the 
excursions that individual participants would like to join. A range of guest speakers and 
displays are being organised for the evenings, and further details will be given in the next 
circular. 


We plan each day as follows: Breakfast from 7 - 8am 
Leave camp 8:45 - 9:15 am 
Return to camp approximately 4 pm 
VENCA meeting 5 pm Sat ( & Sun if needed) 
Dinner 6:15 pm 
Briefings 7:45 pm 
Evening speaker 8 pm 


For further Wendy Savage 56 342246 (AH) email: savage @dcsi.nelau 
‘information: Philip Rayment. 51 221050 (AH) email: p.rayment@sci.monash.edu.au 


EXCURSION INFORMATION 


At this stage the following range of excursions have been planned. Each excursion is 
numbered below and marked on the accompanying map. The details below include excursion 
duration and approximate return travel time in private cars to the general location. The final 
scheduling of excursions will take account of people's preferences indicated on the booking 


form. 


1 


10 


11 


12 


Baw Baw Plateau: Mt Erica and Mushroom Rocks (full day) 
Sub-alpine plant communities and interesting geology with Leon Costermans. 


Rehabilitation of a river system (full day) 
led by West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority staff 


Baw Baw Plateau: Mt St Gwinear (full day) 
Field guide authors Peter and Kathie Strickland will lead this exploration of sub-alpine 
flora 


Waihalla and environs (full day) 
Explore this historic area and reopened Goldfields Railway with the Friends of Walhalla. 


Rintoul's Creek (half day) 


Discover cretaceous plant fossils along this creek bank with palaeobotanist Jackie Tims. 
Bring a rock hammer and wear sturdy footwear for some rock hopping. 


Wirilda Environment Park (half day) 
A gentle walk through varying plant communities with bird watching opportunities. 


'‘Dunedin', Tyers (half day) 
Visit the restored garden of the late Jean Galbraith with Bon & Ollie Thompson. 


Traralgon Railway Reservoir Conservation Reserve (half day) 
led by Friends of this recent community based rehabilitation project. 


Forest Management (half day) 
A look at logging coupes and water catchments 


Moondarra Reservoir and Wirilda Track (half day) 
Explore a nature trail and look at bird life on the northern end of the Wirilda Track. 


Morwell National Park (half day or full day options) 
Explore the original Fosters Gully section in the morning and the extensively revegetated 
Billvs Creek in the afternoon. 


Life Cycle of a River (full day) 
led by geologist David Thomas 


Monday morning excursions: (followed by lunch in the Moe Botanic Gardens) 


13 


14 


15 


Edward Hunter Heritage Bush Reserve 
A town reserve with particularly diverse flora. 


Moe-Yallourn Rail Trail 
A recent community project has developed this walking track. 


Moondarra Reservoir 
A shortened repeat of excursion 10. 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB INC. 

Meeting: Friday 24 November Marine Invaders — Margaret Clayton 
Excursion: Saturday 25 November Morwell NP Fosters Gully. Meet 10am at Kerry Rd picnic 


area. Ken Harris to lead. We will join with Sale FNC who 
have planned an excursion at the same time. 


Bird Group Excursion: Instead of the usual excursion on Monday we will take part 
in the BOCA Bird Challenge being held on Sunday 3 
December. Contact: Elsie Coggan @ 5127 1857 or 
Wendy Savage ® 5634 2246 for details. 


Botany Group: Meets on the morning of the Saturday following the club 
excursion. Contact: Wendy Savage & 5634 2246. 

CHRISTMAS PARTY - SATURDAY 9 DECEMBER — FROM 12 NOON 

Nora O’Reilly’s, Ranch Road, Tanjil South. From Moe take the Walhalla Rd, then Willow 

Grove Rd for 1.6km. Turn left into Ranch Rd, first house on the right after the corner house. 


Meeting: Friday 12 January Members’ Night — open theme 

SUMMER CAMP AT KALYNA LODGE, MT HOTHAM — JANUARY 19-22 
FRIENDS OF MOUNT WORTH PARK Contact: Jack Brooks @ 5623 1563 
FRIENDS OF MORWELL NATIONAL PARK Contact: Ken Harris @ 5122 3137 
FRIENDS OF BAW BAW Contact: Maurice Poulton @ 56251293.” 


VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP Contact: Graeme Rowe @ 5662 2449 i 
Next activities: 2-3 Dec Inverloch — Red-necked Stints, Curlew Sandpipers; 16 Dec Mud Is — 
Crested Ter chicks; 17 Dec Yallock Ck — small waders; 27-29 Dec Werribee SF — small waders. 


FRIENDS OF TARRA-BULGA NATIONAL PARK 
Contact: Craig Campbell - Visitors Centre @ 5196 6166 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
PO Box 60, Inverloch 3996. Sec. # 5674 2479. Bunurong Environment Centre @ 5674 3738 
Next activity: Sun 3 March 2001 — Bald Hills Wetlands. For details contact Environment Centre. 


FRIENDS OF TRARALGON RAILWAY RESERVOIR CONSERVATION RESERVE 
Contacts: Alan Chambers & 5174 2706 (Sec). Steve Kurec @ 5173 1491 (City Liaison Officer) 


_ HEYFIELD RACECOURSE RESERVE COMMITTEE | 
Contacts: Ron Kerr @ 5148 2575 (President). Wendy Rhodes & 5148 3058 (Secretary) 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE (JAN-FEB): 31 JANUARY 2001 
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FROGS PLUS AT TRRCR = 


Just six members gathered at Rose Avenue 
in the mild late afternoon of Saturday 23 
September for a ramble in the 29.5ha 
Traralgon Railway Reservoir Conservation 
Reserve, to be followed later, after dark, by 
a frog spotting revisit of the lake. 


It was the first visit to the reserve for three 
of the party, so John Lawson outlined its 
history and development as we headed up 
the ‘canyon’ to the dam wall, for a stroll 
around the lake. The dam wall was built in 
the 1880’s from locally quarried material by 
the Victorian Railways, to provide a water 
source for the boilers of its steam trains. 
There are remnants of the pipeline and 
associated pumping mechanisms of historical 
interest. Part of the reserve was the original 
Traralgon golf course. 


John explained that the next major project 
for the management committee is 
construction a of a wetland in the north- 
eastern, low-lying corner. This area of the 
reserve drains a large part of the Traralgon 
residential area. 


Development is proceeding on the basis of a 
-management plan prepared by John and 
others based on a plant survey by Andrew 
Paget and input from others including earlier 
surveys by Bon and Ollie Thompson. 


The surrounds of a pond near the central 
northern boundary have recently been 
cleaned up, and will be replanted to attract 
bird life. 


At the lake, we observed that the remains of 
an old jetty were under water. John noted 
that the water level has risen about 500mm 
since the onset of rains about three weeks 
earlier. John also explained that the biomass 
on and around the lake has been reduced to 
an appropriate level, still able to support its 
birdlife of Eurasian Coot, Dusky Moorhen, 
and so on. 


It was a pleasure to see how well the 
extensive plantings around the lake, such as 
on its western side, are growing. A large 
amount of replanting has been done on the 


sides of the gully above the southern end of 
the lake — mainly acacias and eucalypts 
including Narrow-leaved Peppermints — and 
these are thriving, with a 90% survival rate. 
John noted the scope for planting Swamp 
Paperbarks in the wetter areas of this gully. 
Further work in this southern section is on 
hold pending clarification of the likely 
alignment of the future Traralgon Princes 
Highway bypass. 


We returned to the cars via the eastern side 
of the ‘canyon’, noting attractive patches of 
Tall Sundew in flower near the bridge at the 
northem end of the lake. There is a 
magnificent mature Yellow Box just to the 
east of the ‘canyon’. 


Following an evening meal in the Bert 
Thompson Reserve (with its convenient 
adjoining Pizza Hut!) seven members 
regrouped in the new reserve carpark 
accessed from Hickox Street. Rob deSouza- 
Daw joined us to lead our frog-spotting 
activity. He began by explaining that 34 
different frog species are recorded for 
Victoria, of approximately 210 in Australia 
as a whole. There is great concern over 
observed rapid declines in populations. This 
decline is thought to be the result of a 
combination of factors including a water- 
borne fungus, destruction of habitat and 
pesticide use. Frogs may typically live for up 
to seven years, and may, as in the case of the 
Common Froglet, start breeding after a few 
months of life. 


Rob reminded us that field identification 
usually begins on the basis of the frogs’ calls 
— mostly for mating purposes, but also 
indicating stress. 


Enjoying the still very mild conditions, we 
headed off around the lake perimeter, 
suitably clad in gumboots. Rob caught 
several of the small Eastern Froglet for 
observation; this species emits the familiar 
dominant ‘ratchet’ call. He identified by call 
three of the marsh frogs — the Pobblebonk 
Frog, the Striped Marsh Frog (‘toc’ call) and 
the Spotted Marsh Frog (‘click’ call). We 


_ were able also to listen to the call of the 


Whistling Tree Frog, but the expected 
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Southern Brown Tree Frog was not to be 
heard. 


Non-frog sightings during our circuit 
included two short-finned eels in the 
shallows, one near the southern end, and an 
Eastern Long-necked tortoise, probably 
male, near the boardwalk, an exciting find by 
Rob. Graeme Rowe had come equipped with 
a spotlight, and we were able to spot and 
observe three brush-tailed possums, one 
carrying young on its back, and one ring-tail 
possum. 


Back at the cars, we thanked Rob for leading 
a rewarding excursion in this most attractive 
town reserve. 


Philip Rayment 


On our early moming walk along the 
Yaragon South Road we were very 
surprised to hear a loud screeching sound 
coming from the bush. It sounded rather like 
a chook being murdered by a fox. We 
~ couldn’t imagine what sort of bird it would 
be, then it dawned on us it could be a koala, 
so we scanned the tops of the tall Mountain 
Ashes in the gully and soon saw the source 
of the amazing racket. 


A koala was clinging to the ends of a branch, 
while another koala advanced from below, 
leaving no escape route. Judging by the 
relative sizes, the male was advancing on the 
female, and we guessed it had amorous 
intentions. From the distance we were 
observing, we couldn’t be sure they were 
mating, but the male certainly grabbed the 
female and held on for a short time, before 
retreating. The male then proceeded to make 
the noise we are familiar with, which sounds 
rather like a motor bike starting up. As 
we’ve only started seeing koalas here over 
roughly the last five years, it’s good to see 
signs of breeding amongst our Gippsland 
group. 


Wendy Savage 


THE CHANGING BUSH === 


Dr David Ashton 

(Note: This report of Dave Ashton’s talk is 
based on his notes and contains additional 
material to what was said at the meeting.) 


We are all aware that vegetation is apt to 
change from one district to another, less 
aware that it changes with time too. There 
have been vast changes by human activity, 
which has been accelerating over the past 
100 years. 


Change occurs in place due to changes in 
habitat. 


Change due to topography, which affects 
climate, the driving force of rainfall and 
temperature, both average and extreme. 
Change due to soils which dictate how much 
moisture is held, how much nutrient is 
available and how well anchored are the 
plants. The best example is zonation up the 
Great Divide. The lowland woodland gives 
way to tall forest, which in turn becomes 
woodland and then grass heath. This is 
associated with rainfall increasing and 
temperature decreasing with altitude, and 
frost and snow effects. The tall forest adds 
an internal factor. Tall growth dictates to 
lower growth and competition becomes a 
factor in plant communities. 
Windward/leeward position affects rainfall. 
For example, the difference in the Mt Beauty 
and Omeo districts. 


Changes in soils can produce changes in 
species dominance and understorey. The 
Brisbane Ranges is a flat plateau of Tertiary 
sediments over Ordovician. The tertiary 
sediments grade in fineness to the west, 
which affects the soil produced and the 
degree of waterlogging. The main effect is 
change in eucalypt species due to tolerance 
to wet soil. Red and Brown Stringybarks 
and Messmate dominate the coarser grained 
drier soils while Manna Gum, Swamp Gum 
and White Sallee are found in the wet, finer 
silt. Nutrient status is reflected in the 
understorey with the sclerophyll shrubs of 
Acacia, Hakea, Banksia, Xanthorrhoea, 
Epacris etc. in the coarser grained soils. 
Grasses and herbs dominate the understorey 
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plants -— Stipa, Danthonia, Bulbine, 
Arthropodium, in the wetter areas. 
Marsupials also differ in the two areas with 
wallabies in the dry area and Eastern Grey 
Kangaroos and Koalas preferred the plants 
of the wetter areas. 


The same general environment tends to 
produce the same general vegetation form. 
Species may differ if regions are isolated for 
millions of years. Heaths, dry sclerophyll and 
tall wet eucalypt forests in southwest and 
southeast Australia appear similar but have 
almost no species in common (but plenty of 
genera). The plant communities have been 
separated since the Miocene period 15 — 20 
million years ago, when a sea formed 
between them. 


In our time changes can be documented by 
records, but 19™ century accounts are few 
and far between. Changes can be deduced by 
trends in age classes, ring counts, tree form 
(whether they are pioneer or not). Detective 
work can reveal how communities 
perpetuate themselves by seedlings, suckers 
or rootstock, or whether some species have 
young individuals present or not. If a 
community is self-sustaining, there should be 
evidence of gaps and seedlings, saplings and 
adults should be present in a continuous or 
interrupted pattern. Such a community is 
referred to a climax stage as it perpetuates 
provided no drastic change in conditions or 
sudden arrival of a ‘super species’ occurs to 
upset the status quo. (This begs the question 
of how communities perpetuate and what 
conditions are needed.) 


In tough environments likely to be 
encountered in Australia, disturbance can be 
a trigger. For example, trees use most of the 
moisture and shade ground seedlings, which 
rarely survive unless especially favourable 
year(s) occurs or the competing stress is 
temporarily removed. The commonest 
disturbance is fire, a natural event (there is 
evidence over 100 — 200 million years) of 
lightning strikes plus might weather 
conditions and right fuel supply. There was a 
big fire year in about 1730, which burnt the 
Big Ash forests. 


Fire varies in intensity, duration and 
frequency (known as the ‘fire regime’). 
Surface fires are the commonest, flare up 
crown fires are the worst while smoulder 
peat is most sinister. Plants show fantastic 
adjustments to all types of fire. Heaths nearly 
all exhibit vegetative recovery. Eucalypts 
have mostly epicormic, coppice, lignotuber 
and rootsucker mechanisms for regrowth or 
produce seedlings. Most have thick bark and 
all have woody fruits. Only in the wet 
country are seedlings the only reproductive 
method. Therefore the age to flowering and 
setting seed for the wet country eucalypts is 
vital with respect fire frequency which has 
increased in post European times. 


Disturbances and Recoveries — changes in 
the short term 


The future of the coastal heath on poor 
leached sand after a fire is bright with a 
quick recovery. Grasses and shrubs regrow 
and many species flower profusely, After 5 - 
—10 years the heath species diversity falls. 
Fifty years after a fire the short-lived species 
have gone to seed in the soil and dominants 
are degenerating. 


At Wilson’s Promontory there has been an 
invasion into the heath of Leptospermum 
laevigatum from the dunes and Kunzea 
ambigua from the rocky outcrops. Both 
species are suppressing the heath and both 
are fire sensitive (killed by fire). Both have a 
juvenile phase of five to six years (do not set 
seed in this time) and therefore are 
eliminated from the bush if fires are less than 
five years apart. This is a management issue: 
are all fires to be controlled and the heath is 
lost or fires to be allowed at times. More 
must be done to understand how the heath 
perpetuates. 


A subtler story occurs on the Bogong High 
Plains. On the rocky knolls, snowgums 
grow. On sheltered slopes, there are dense 
shubberies of Prostanthera and Phebalium. 
Mid slopes have a grassy heath with 
Grevillea. Lower slopes are grasslands and 
at the bottom Sphagnum bogs are present. 


. The mid slopes are the most affected by 


cattle. Gaps are produced when cattle eat 
palatable shrubs and the gaps are then 
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maintained by wind scour. If the cattle are 
removed, the shrubs grow back and after 50 
— 60 years, then begin to die off in their 
centres and the grasses re-establish. Sixty 
percent of shrubs senesce to grass so the 
trend is to increase the percentage of 
grassland. 


The cypress pine/eucalypt balance in 
northern Victoria and southwest NSW 
etc.(and at Suggan Buggan where it is in a 
rainshadow) consists of stands of pure 
Callitris, mixed eucalypt/Callitris stands and 
pure eucalypt stands. The Callitris stands 
are slow growing and dense, with little leaf 
litter. The eucalypts (usually Eucalyptus 
albens or E. microcarpa are opportunistic 
fast growers with much more litter. The 
effects of fire are dramatic. The Callitris 
may not ‘carry’ a fire because of the absence 
of litter. Where eucalypts are present fires 
are more severe and the Callitris are killed. 
The eucalypts sprout new growth and 
seedlings of both genera are produced. The 
Callitris has a large seed and is slow to 
germinate but produces a deep striking 
taproot, which increases its survival chances. 
By contrast the small eucalypt seeds 
germinate fast, have small roots but most die 
unless the weather is favourable — a real 
tortoise and hare story. 


Mountain Ash forests are tall and fast 
growing, with a large litter fall. The trees 
have a long juvenile period of 10 — 15 years 
and fires are not common, once a century (?) 
in their wet habitat. They live about 400 — 
500 years and can achieve a massive size. 
Undergrowth is dense in the 30 — 40 % of 
daylight the trees allow through. Eucalyptus 
regnans is fire sensitive especially in the first 
20 — 30 years before the butt bark thickens. 
Peculiarly, buds will develop in the thin gum 
bark but not the thicker butt bark. A fire 
with heat high enough to kill the thin bark 
means the tree will die because there is no 
coppicing from the butt. In the colder parts 
of Tasmania a peat fire at the butt will kill a 
tree by ringbarking it. After a fire the fruits 
in the crown open and produce 2 million 
seeds/Ha. Wheat field regeneration occurs 
on burnt soil is enriched by the heating, 
drying and ash. The soil seed bank 
germination of equivalent density, consisting 
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of Acacias, Pomaderris, Prostanthera and 
others takes place at the same time, creating 
intense competition, with the fastest growers 
winning. The eucalypts pull away from the 
understorey within five years. It is often too 
competitive for much fern growth, which 
suits Lyrebirds. The regeneration of 
Mountain Ash is virtually impossible with 
dense fern understorey. The seedlings 
require a lot of light to satisfy fast growth 
rate. Some understorey species will 
regenerate, often piggy backing on treeferns 
above the shady ground ferns and hungry 
wallabies. If there is no fire, the understorey 
changes. Some species remain and layers 
appear but after 100 years may thin out and 
ferns increase. Eventually rainforest species 
establish as a climax and perpetuates beneath 
the emergent eucalypts. If no fire occurs in 
1000 years the rainforest remains. All sorts 
of patterns can be produced due to surface 
crown fires and different frequencies. 
Rainforests are in gullies as the result of fire 
shadows. 


To be continued next issue. 
Jackie Tims 


ANDERSONS INLET EXCURSION 


Twelve intrepid Field Naturalists met in cold 
and squally weather at the Inverloch 
Conservation Centre. Under the guidance of 
Eddie Beulke we drove to Maher’s Landing 
to explore some extensive, old shell beds. 
We were able to find many of the shells that 
Eddie had spoken about at the meeting. 


Mrs Brewster explained about the large 
flock of Eastern Curlews that, having flown 
down from Russia, were feeding nearby and 
about the problems of invasive rice grass 
(Spartina angelica). 


We drove back to the area near the Angling 
Club that has sanded up considerably over 
recent years. Eddie showed us the land snails 
now resident in that area. 


The weather was clearing and we enjoyed 
our lunch at the excellent picnic area behind 
the Conservation building. After lunch we 
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viewed a video about Tom Rich’s dinosaur 
exploration at Dinosaur Cove, near Angelsea 
and at the Inverloch site. This work has been 
changing many theories about the age, range 
and adaptive capabilities of several types of 
dinosaurs. 


Eddie had arranged for us to spend time 
viewing the Jack Lewis Shell Museum that 
has been re-established in the Conservation 
Centre and is being added to by Eddie and 
his friends. It is a very wide ranging and well 
set up exhibition. At $2 for adults well worth 
a visit. The museum also includes a display 
of fossils found in the Inverloch area. 


From there we drove past Flat Rocks to a 
car park before Eagles Nest. We explored 
along the beach, back towards Inverloch, 
and although the tide was high found 
evidence of blocks having been cut out of 
the rocks by dinosaur seekers. 


After watching a seal fishing we ended the 
excursion with a visit to the icecream shop. 


Alix Williams 


REPORT ON 
HELD 23.10.00 — 


General Meetings & Excursions 


Friday 24 November: Marine Invaders — 
Margaret Clayton 


Saturday 25 November: Morwell NP 
Fosters Gully. Meet 10am Kerry Road picnic 
area. Ken Harris to lead and we will join 
with Sale FNC who have planned an 
excursion at the same time. 


CHRISTMAS PARTY: Sat 9 December 
from 12 noon at Nora O’Reilly’s, Ranch 
Road, Tanjil South. From Moe take the 
Walhalla Road, then Willow Grove Rd for 
1.6km. Turn left into Ranch Rd, first house 
on the right after the corner house. BYO 
food and drinks, table and chairs, portable 
BBQ if possible. The club will provide punch 
and Christmas cake, and the usual after 
lunch quiz rewarded by Minties, etc. 


Friday 12 January 2001: Members’ Night. 


Friday 19 to Monday 22 January: 
Summer Camp at Kalyna Lodge, Mt 
Hotham. 


Finance — Balance 

General A/c $880.48. Cash Management 
Trust $11,713.88 (Investmt. $2934.06, 
Conservn. $6590.82 & Publicatn. $2189.00) 


Business Arising, General Business & 
Correspondence 

Dawson burn — meeting with Rail Trail 
Committee of Management Tuesday 14 
November at 7.30pm in Heyfield. 


Naturalist collection and distribution — we 
still need a volunteer. Motion: That we 
reduce publication from 11 per year to 10, 
by combining January and February. G 
Bremner/B Adams; to be put at GM. 


Spring Camp October 14 and 15 — enjoyable 
weekend, visiting Red Bluff and Lonely Bay 
walking track. Accommodation very good. 


VFNCA camp — have received over 50 
applications with deposits. 


Latrobe Region Nature Guide — most of the 
artwork has been completed. At layout 
stage. 


Members’ Night and business meeting for 
January 2002 — BM to be held 28 January 
after summer camp as January 7 is too early 
with some members on holiday. Concern 
that many members no longer take slides 
which can be used at Members’ Night, so we 
should try a format where photographs can 
be displayed as well. 


Bird Challenge to be held Sunday 3 
December. A list of birds seen in 1999 has 
been compiled to use as a check list. 


Bird list for excursions — have produced a 
sample for the bird group to examine and 
decide if it is useful, and if it needs 


modifying. 


Summer Camp at Hotham — cost $20 per 


night; list has been started. 
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Bat Roost Box Project — Rob and Phil met 
with Dale Simmons of CMA to plan 
production of kit. Our membership brochure 
and 2001 program will be included. 


Conservation Matters 
Assessment of aquatic biodiversity values of 


Hazelwood Power Wetlands. Rob has 
prepared a response. 
Yalloun Energy ERC representative 


nomination — Anne Stewart to be our rep. 


Crinigan Road Reserve committee have 
invited our club to provide a rep. Meetings 
3 Wednesday of the month, 4.30pm at 
Morwell Fire Brigade Hall, Church Street. 


Hazelwood Power ERC have scheduled an 
extraordinary meeting to deal with various 
matters to which Lorna will submit her 
suggestions as she cannot attend. 


BOWER BIRDS IN TOWN _ 


Members of the bird group of the club met 
on 7 August at a private garden in Yallourn 
Heights to see the bower constructed in the 
garden by the Satin Bower Birds. It was a 
very beautiful and tidy bower. But what 
surprised me was that the garden itself was 
tidy without twigs, etc lying around so the 
bird must have brought them from further 
afield. We did not see the bird on this 
occasion. We were told that several gardens 
in Yallourn Heights have bowers in them. I 
wonder what attracts the birds to these 
gardens with all the coming and going of 
people. We appreciated being able to visit 
this garden. 


Bon Thompson 
RAVENS AND SHEEP 


In late July and early August this year when 
our lambs were being born, we noted that 
we were finding more dead lambs than usual, 
particularly as the weather was warm and 
calm. Many of the little bodies had been 
mutilated with their eyes removed and other 
parts of their bodies pecked at. We knew 
that ravens attacked sheep and lamb bodies 
and if sheep became cast we knew they were 


vulnerable to attack round their eyes and 
have had a few one eyed sheep when we 
managed to rescue them. It still came as a 
shock to us however to come across two 
ravens working together, one trying to pull a 
new lamb down by its tail while the other 
aimed pecks at the lamb's eyes. We suspect 
that this lamb was the weaker of twins and 
had been left behind, or had strayed from its 
mother. Sheep are not crash hot at counting 
and forget they may have two lambs. It is a 
good mother who can successfully rear twins 
while triplets rarely survive. 


We don't know which species of raven was 
perpetrating the deed. It wasn't the first thing 
on our minds at the time and I can't say their 
activity has endeared them to us. But it does 
reinforce the fact that ravens are smart birds! 


Jackie and Geoff Tims 


CRINIGAN ROAD RESERVE = 


A management committee has been formed 
to return the Crinigan Road Nature Reserve 
to its original condition following years of 
neglect and illegal activities. Latrobe City 
has provided funding to arrest soil erosion 
and provide fencing and signage. The 
committee is seeking community support to 
establish a Friends of the Reserve group. For 
details contact Steve Kurec @ 5173 1400. 


From the Latrobe Valley Express 26.10.2000 
SUMMER CAMP AT MT HOTHAM | 


19-22 January 2001 at Kalyna Lodge. 

Cost $20 per person per night. The lodge is 
very comfortable with all amenities, 
including a super kitchen. BYO food and 
bed linen, blankets and pillows are provided. 


EDGR SN SSS 


The next issue of Zhe Naturalist will be a 
combined January-February one, which will 
be mailed out in early February. 


To you and yours — Merry Christmas and 
best wishes for a happy, prosperous and safe 
New Year — from the Ed. 
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DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Club: Contact: Meeting: 
Latrobe Valley Secretary 7.30 pm on the fourth Friday of 
FNC Inc. Mrs W Savage each month at the Latrobe 
LVENC Inc. Community Health Service, 
PO Box 1205 Fowler Street 
Morwell 3840 Moe Vic. 3825 
S 5634 2246 
Assistant Secretary 
Ms J Tims 
& 9589 4047 or 5634 2628 
Sale FNC Mrs Betty Jarvis 7.30 pm on first Friday of each 
64 Powerscourt St month at The Gwen Webb Hall 
Maffra 3860 Market St, off Raglan St, near 
& 51472151 Zion College, Sale Vic 3850 
Bairnsdale FNC Inc. Mrs Pat Tratt 8 pm on the third Friday of each 
P.O. Box 563 month at Noweyung, 84 Goold 
Bairnsdale 3875 Street, Bairnsdale Vic 3875 
@ 5156 2683 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist is the official publication of the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist Club Inc. 
The Club subscription includes the "Naturalist". 

Brief contributions and short articles on any aspect of natural history are invited from members of all 
clubs. Articles, including those covering Club speakers and excursions, would typically be around 
one A4 side in length, and should not exceed 1,000 words. 


Responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed in this magazine rests with the 


author of the article. 
Contributions should Mrs Gill Bremner Phone: 5174 1730 home 
be addressed to: Editor, LV Naturalist 5122 6880 work 
te os ; PO Box 719 Email: scribex@bigpond.com 
TRARALGON VIC 3844 
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The Naturalist is printed and supported by Spectracopy, Traralgon 


Incorporation No. A0005323T 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Send remittance with completed form to Mr Bruce Adams, Treasurer LVFNC Inc, 7 Lorikeet Place, 
Traralgon 3844. Please indicate if address/phone number has changed. 
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